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~Indian—Pioneer Hiatory ’ Mrs. Stella, -Reuben . ..
April 29, 1837 . . -~ . - Sac and Fox Indian, fullblood ' .
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When I"was a ouné girl, we didn't treat. our parezii;s as tf’fey |

do today. Tpeﬁ*é was no back-talk or wise cracks when one of thse
. e . ,
parents told us to do something. Ve knew we had to do it, so we
2 A o2 : , ,
/s
went ahead and did. If we commitied & misdemeanor wg either had
’ ' ~ - ‘

1o g0 0 the river and teke a bath Ei,fj it was wintertime) or .

fast. Howevér, it was the custom for""eve'ry'one to take a btath in.”
' a .
‘the river every dey whether it was ‘summer or winter. I took one

e?.ei:y;day morning and evaning until I was marriend'~

In midwinter they often had to cut d hole in the ice, ,They

e - e

*mew the swi'nmmg hole and always cut where the water wz.sn't {
.

more than waist highr Then t’ xey »strioped and dipped «.Ll't.ems',ca«lveg=

H
to* the shoulder four times. After a brisk Tubdown, they were ready

for the day's work. _ . S o
3 e _ , .

E As the country wes settled W‘th“}ﬁﬁ, We oradualtyccuﬁ,
] : - ‘one ' ,
fout. ;??e never knew when some was goipa to come upon us whlle vie

g!»-e':e taking our béth.

- ‘ —
g‘ I went to the Sac and Fox mssion for my schooling, but didn't
//. - . 4 N - ’

get very far, On one of mv vacations in the summer T got marriea

.‘411 the girls anc‘l”ooys‘ fn thg schogl then wore uniforms. pur .
llfe nas Just .one bell af or another. _ ‘.’7.6 got up by bslls, ‘at'e' by

8lls|: wa;ked and worked, and went to scimol“'by. thefn.
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verything was routine work snd much different from our free life ‘

/on ‘the reservation. I tlink that is the main rea\son why so man;’

of the children hated the school.. As f\>r myself I liked the
school work itself but didn't like to be tied down 1ike that,

The blanlcet Indians often carme to the school asking to visit

:tiieir chilﬂre,n. Fey o,i'ithem could speak English, 8o one of the ~

4

uirls in the schovl usually'acted ﬂas interpreter’. 'Quite fre-

o

quently the parents of the children in school ca: xped for months

at a time along the creek at 4the agenc,f so as to be ne.rer their

e

ichildren., 'I‘his made it easier on the children, t00.

I lost my husbend a year ago, and now I am alone. The .

. PR

chan,,es made since Iwsa girl make msad. -I‘he Indian of ,long |
ago wes much happier than the Indian of today. We will beco;_ne

:accustomed to white man'e ways sometime, but they are not the
e ~ . . . . -

nays of the-AIndian. 4 T o
= ) / A\- i 1Y - . \
I miss mny horees more than any th\'ing. When I uas a girl; 1

had many h/)rses and loved the*n. ?lhen ‘the whites started c. ﬁng

s , Cy s
in I gradually lost them, and now I. have none. ‘ . 1



