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Warren D, Morse,
Field worker.
June X%, 1957,

Interview »l th '« i W Rinhards,
Terra!, Oklahoma. ,

I oarae into Oklahoma in 18&2 from Kast Texas. I

had a l i t t l e monoy on«i wantod to irjt In sonm kind of

businese in a pioneer or f ront ier town. I didn*t Wont

to get tx)O far from the Texas boundary so I soitlGdr/flt

Ryan and s t a r t s the f i r s t dry ^oods ?itorq th«ro,

^ The rai l road had not reaeted t>»e»** nt th^f t ime, i t

did l a t e r , r I had a big trail© ter r i tory- There «rao no

RingUng; then and ^a^ing^_waa_ rejtQhJLn&'.gjuJfcL tor thlr.!j3L^

five miles or more, " . .

As Ryan was a farming oentor I decided to help, so

I ordered and received the f i r s t snipraout of bats in

Ryan. Bob Haleman went on my bond to get i t there , . I

had to go clear to Dnnoan to get the b i l l of lading

signed.

AS the nearest court was at Fort Smith, Arkansae,

t we had to go there to get t h i s bond fixed and witnessed.
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Wheafc and oats were the main products* Wagons

were lined up from the railroad back east away -
m . . *

past the school building t a n d t n e y Wer e toree deep..
* v •

Ryan grew rapidly and was quite-a city until the

county seat was moved to Waurika.

In 1894 I stored a hundred and 9irty-fiY» thousand

bushels of oats* We oould not-get rery good freight

serTioe at that time and twenty to twenty-fiVe -miles

an hour was considered fast time for a freight train

th«w: -We cowld not ge1r oars, enoup: to moTe We produce*


