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) An Interview with Grant ﬁeod.
' 714 W. 22 P Y,Tulsa, Uklahoma.

L

My father, Alfred Reeq,-was a native of Indiana, f\His

first wife was Louise (Burton) Reed, of Indiana, Father
\ < . ,'
married again, This time to a Mrs. Simpson, a widow with )

six children.x He had six, so tﬁe& hed a crowd, a wagen

load,\on their trip to.MissourSL. This was.just after tfe

Civil Viar, as I w:s born in ?::issouri,tFel;rnary 19, 1869,
I cate t0 the Indfan Territory in 1885, when a boy

of sixteen, and gét a job with a construction companyvin .

what is now the Iron?Mountain' Railway, A.M. ilcKee being

the contractors '
‘I worked several mo_nths at this, then got a job ’d:riving‘ )

a stage cosch on the Ozark Trail; this trail was frqm‘ sort

Smith to Iv:uskog:\e. John Breedlove,the owner of the stage

L4

lines, had two stages and & number of horses. I left Fort

LY

Smith at 6:00 PiMs asd got to Vian.at 4:00 4.M.  The other

driver made the‘ day run., 6 This was a thirty~five or forty
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‘mile trip. vie’ carried the mail and made stops &t all

. settlement and post offices. Muldrow was one stop

and Camp Creek was another. The ‘Howers was postmaster

i

at Creek, ° _ g

/1 was held up lonly once and then was not robbed,
I/néver knew just What the men meént, as they didn't

) as& any questlons, just looked into the stage. I know

one tbing though, they scared a family that was riding
with me almost to deaths a Dutchman and.his family

i "tenderfoots" had read of the wild west, and when con-_
| fronted wzth 4t, almost -passed outs I wéﬁn't 80 brave,
but dr1v1ng at night, was more or less exgectlnv trouble
at any ttme and wasn't SO much.surprisedwhen held up.

&

Later about 188? the railroad took over the mail cone

"tract and the first post office at Sallisaw was in the

o
- . y

depot.

P

[N o - ’

The begandlng of Salllsaw was known .as Childer’ 8

&
- ) ’

Station, about. two mlles\south of the present town of

oy, -

SalLIS&W. John Chllders and wife, Auntl&ancy unllders,

full blood thYOKGGS, bwnad and operated Childers stati ]

\a
' orhowneg.the buslness-house. John,tuisenberryAgpd his sone
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1n-1aﬁ, dharley'Fry,'ran'the\store at Childers S%htfon,
and the post office was: An Quisenberry's storey and Known
£ .
Qs Childers Station. Uncle John and Aunt Nancy were kno

[4

lovad and resp7¢ted py everybody. I never kméw DO
thought mogp of, and they were generally‘loved ?pﬂ Te pected.

after tha railroad now the Iron mounta{n yés oompleted,

)

" the town ﬁf sallisav wes started and the first pos office,

e e T BT

~was in the Tailroud stat1on. Perry Jheeler Sr. anu*?arpy-&a .

£

ilmeeler, Jr. were the first bu51ness men, or mgrchants in sal-
'1ysaw, Young Perry owned and owerated the first corn mill,
and cotton gin 2t oallisaw 4@ the dheelers opened and oper-
ated the first lumber y .rd’ at Sallisaw. h | |

+fter I quit the stage, when. it was discontinuedy I

worked for Bob narrlson near 1allisaﬁ***—e~ﬂas—$thfufhnr of

£

3en and Luther ﬂarrzson,:@xl nomu blty 1ewop@ner men.
Later, 1 worked [Or «lle e Jhegele., called'"glll“, who

livei nean sSallisaw, raising srain nd cotfon and who uswally

kept two ausdred or more cows Trom which he sold ite . few -
.e-ttle. - ‘heeleT, who was one-half Jheroaeb, o rried t.e daugh-
) /

ter ~°f Johm carnell of #Fort Smfth, an early real estate ma

>t
i

of th~t time, and known as Ft. smith's fiF¥s$ mjllionaire. gill-
' .o AT )
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Wheeler's father helped Sequoyah to perfect the Cher-
okee .lphabet. John wheeler, who was much older~ than

Bill, was 'the editor of tne first paper published in

ort S@ith. J3ill Lheeler lives mostly in Fort Siith,

f . . ' ,
comin : to tﬁﬁ ronch for a few :acnths, esach surmer.
sallisaw's first school was taught by a irx, srowa -

R ' ‘
in a 16x20 foot fru .e hou e, This houseswss ulso used T

[ .
N 4

as a church, -

e P ST e R A . ' -

K
~

'

lost oxly bge!pase'to my .mowledges The Fry§ vwere Cher=-

- resulted in ..ent beinz xilled.

Th.rirey Fry, &uisenberry's son-in-law, was 3allisaw's
N . .
first lawyer. e was g Republicun in politics and was
" " . 3 .
postrister ut sallisaw for years. 4s a lawyer, iry had

the reputation of never loéin;\a case, . was & ¢riminal

1
o H

lawyer, principaliy, and was the défense ~torney. He

A\ - »

v

- ——k T

okee Indiens, or part Indien. .ewt fry, wio was district
court clerx fow rears, was xilled u«t tre depot at Sallisawe.

fe and ax t™ man 2ot iat trcuble over some Lozs, and it .

-

i

2111 ‘iheeler-built t.c first rodern home in 3al.isaw.
Fe built hjs own as plant, .nd ihstalled & bath and toilet

and seweraze. It was a snow pl.ce t.e.ee
n.‘ . & ¢



