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An Interview with Grant Reed*
714 W. 22 P l.Tulsa, uklahoma.

My father, Alfred Reed, was a native of Indiana, -His
/•s

first wife was Louise (Burton) Reed, of Indiana. Father

married again. Thi§ time to a Mrs. Simpson, a widow with

six children. He had six, so they ha'd a crowd, a wagcin

load, on their trip to Missouri. This was just after the

Civil War, as I was born in Missouri, February 19, 1869.

I came to the Indian Territory in 1885, when a boy

of sixteen, and got a job with a construction company in

what is now the IronrMountain Railway, A.M. McKee being

the contractor.

I worked several months at this, then got a job driving

a stage coach on the Ozark- Trail; this trail was from ij'ort

Smith to Iviuskogee. John Breedlbve,the owner of the stage

lines, had two stages and a number of horses. I left Fort

Smith at 6:00 P:M. aad go.t to-Vian-at 4:00 -A.M. The other

driver made the day run., This was a thirtyrfive or forty
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mile t r i p . Y/p ca r r i ed the" mail and mad© stop? avt a l l

,; sett lements/and post o f f i ce s . Muldrow was one stop

and Camp/Greek was another , Joe bowers was postmaster

a t Cam6 Creek• '

I jras held up only once and then was not robbed.

I never knew jus t what the men meant, a s they d i d n ' t

/ a s * any ques t i ons , ' j u s t looked in to the s tage . I know

one thing though, they scared a family tha t was r id ing

with me almost to death . * Dutchman and,his family

"tenderfoots", had read of the wild west, and when con-

fronted with i t , almost passed ou t . I wasn ' t so brave,

but dr iving a t n igh t , was more or l e s s expecting t rouble

.at any tJLme and wasn't so mucL surprised when held up.

iater_about 1887* the r a i l r o a d took over the mail con-

' tract, and the^first post office at Sallisaw was in the

•> •»

depot. ' '- . ,„; \ . .

The beginning of Sallisaw was known >as Childfer's

Station, about-.two rcilep^south of the present town of
V ^ • . . •

Saliisaw*- John-Childers and wife, Aunt&ancy Childers,1

-- ^ - . — *
full blood Cherokees,:^spod and operated Childers" S

' or owned, the business house. John. tuisenberry and his son-
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in-law, par ley w J r a n t h e - s t d r e at,Childers Station,

and the post offic/was-.in ^Isenberry 's s tore , and known y

« 8 Childers Station. Uncle John and Aunt Nancy were

loved and respected by everybody. I never knew^L

I thought mor/ of, .and they were" generally loved y i re jec ted . .

'the railroad now the Iron luountafn, yis oo>pleted,

' the torn / f Sallisaw w ŝ started and t h e f i r s t post/office.

raiiroad"station. Perry f e e l e r , S

Wheeler, J r . were the f i r s t business men, or merchants in Sal-

lisaw. Young Perry ovmed and operated the f i r s t corn mill ,

and cotton gin at Sallisaw -ad the Wheelers opened and oper-

ated the f i rs t lumber r-rd at Sallisaw. ' • • •

after I. quit the stage, when, i t was discontinued,- I/,

worked for.Bab narri-son near oallisasft ..c raa the-f«th«r or^.-

Sen and Luther Harrison, Oklahoma; City aews^per men.

Later, I worked for «to. ./. ./heele. , c a l l e d - J i l l - , who

•liver::ear Sallisaw, raising 5rain -Jid cotton'and who usually ;i"

kept t ^ h ^ d r e d or more cov/s-fronTwlnch, he. sold :uite . few

.c - t t l e . " -heeler, who was one-Half Jhepokee, m- pried t.ie daugh-

+„ \f John Garnell of Fort Smith, an early real estate man-
t

of th-.t t ine, and known as Ft. Smith's OTs* millionaire.
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Wheeler*s father helped Sequoyah to perfect the Cher-

okee Alphabet. John wheeler, who was much older-than

Bi l l , was-the editor of tne f i r s t paper -published in

• " ort Smith. J i l l '..heeler l ives mostly in jo r t S . i th ,

comin : to th^ r_inch for a few acfcths, each surm.er.

Sallisaw's f i r s t school was taught by a ;.J?. dro\m"-

in a 16x20 f oot frc .e liou. e. This kouse^ wss tils Q.used v

as' a churchy . ";

"ch.rj.ey Fry, j i isenberry 's son-in-law, was Sal l i sav/s

f i r s t lav/yer. He was a Republican in po l i t i cs ' and was

postn-ister at oallisaw for years. As a lawyer, ?ry'had

the reputation of never l o s i n ^ a case. lie was a criminal

lawyer, principally, and was the defense -torney', l i e ^ ^

las t only one,case ' to my Imow-ledge. The Frys were Cher-

okee Indians, or part Indian. .-lewt Fry, wiio was d i s t r i c t

court clerk fd» years, was k i l l ed ut the depot a t Sallisaw.

-!le a.:d ai:tri§i .man gotJ^at trouble ov«r some iio^s., and i t .

JjL-I^JLoeiA?>. kil led*

13i.ll Viheeler-..-built t..e f i r s t n.odern home in i

Ee buil t his own .-.'as plant , --.nd ins ta l led a bath and t o i l e t

and sewerage. I t was. a snow pl-.ce t..e.-e.


