
GAI.PBELL. • INTERVIEW.

c

I '

"efdrier fai.ily "
Intertribal settle. ents--"h xot* w-CUic'- • sr.vr
Civil ar—Cedd:>es
Oriot :.ills—Ohic':ssevi I.'ation
- ; r t - i l l
eelthy Ir-cians-;' •: o'-- sew

Pauls ' r-Uey' , * -
"as^nic lodges—i auls velley "
Canipbell, '. ugh
Inter..arried-r?l:ite3—^hic'asaw, "otion

hi teheed



REEL, JENNIE CAMPBELL, INTERVIEW. '

1079rA .

102
Field worker: iuauric H. Anderson

BIOGRAPHY of Zach Gardner f u r n i s h e d by
Krs. Jennie Campbell Reel (Choctaw)

•' Pauls valley, Oklahoma
born Larch 22, 1879

tARISMTS Father-Hugfe~A Campbell, (VvM
kother Julia Gardner ,, (Choctaw) '

'.H K X - Hfr*-rt"ft.VH Ah'X •».-*-* A * t, .-. It ft
*

Story furnished from Record owned by, Lrs. Jennie Campbell

.\eel, born four miles north of iauls Valley, .Oklahoma' L.arch 22, 1879.

er Great Uncle «ach Gardner, oorn August 15, 1829 in

;.'isoissii,r-> his'father Isaac Gardner, white n.an, and his mother Rebecca

[Johnson) Gardner, Cinoctaw Indian, came to Indian Territory with the

Ghoctaw Jndians in 1832. Seirtled in the Choctaw nation, followed the

occupation of farming. In 1350 Isaac Gardner ii.oved on the east side of the
, /

..ashita river in what is now Lurray County. Zach Gardner did not move
' . • ' •

v/ith his father. ne n.arried _ls ie Lackey, a Choctaw Indian, they had one

ciald who- l a t e r aied and after the aeath of his »vife he married Liss

-avinia LcMnney, a Choctav/lndian Sejt^mber 8,. 1852, .<"ho was born in
\ / « •

the Choctaw nation jecenTbur 25, 1836, they had four children, Joseph Nail
" • / - . *

i&T« Cctobor 24, 1859 and ^ach born Cctoiler 2, 185,8, Atkinson Lexwell born
December 9, 1859 and Lavinia l/orn 1860.

/ • •
Zach .^ardner moved from the Choctaw nation v.here his father' \ .

/ • ^

lived east o.f the ."ashixa river, a short time before his father died in '

1859. His father and mother were the rarents of niiae children all of
/ ' •then, now deceased. Silas ,D. Gardner, brother.of Zach Gardner, died in

• . . • ' / ' . - • ' . • • . . •

Yorktown, Pennsylvania where_ he was.taken a prisoner of war during tfie

Civil' war. Zach Gb.rd"ner was in the service- of the Confederacy, serving
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under thfe command of Kajor George .Washington, who was in Charge

of a Caddo Indian ba t t / a l ion . He remained with the army through-

out the period of h o s t i l i t i e s , acting with the troops upon the

plains of the t e r r i t o r y , guarding the frontier here and in Texas,

he received his education at Spencer Academy in ' t he Choctaw Nation.

In 1867, he set t led on the. ..ashita River .Jast of Pauls t

Valley* he farmed for severed' years there and in t|:e early seven-

t ies he buiLt the f i r s t g r i s t r a i l . This was a Turbine wheel mill

run by water.. He ground corn into meal'for the soldiers at Fcr-t Sil>

£na for this surrounding Community. His .mother passed av?ay at his \

home, in 1884. i a s t of. hauls''Valley on the -.Va'shita r ive r . • "

4
;-• he hs,s once sa id , - i su l s Valley v^s once kn^v/n as' Hush

•Greek Valley, before anone set t led in i t . '

. . He" was at one-time the owner of 13 hundred dcres of land,

.rominent in* ths I.&,sonic f t a t e rn i ty , i.r. Gardner was made a njas'on in

i l ec t r ip lodge F & A.. l....at barren, Texas. He became a icharter,

*n:em̂ er of Pauls Valley Lodge Y,o. 6 and later in life, v;a

member living. Several years efore his death

he more arduous duties of farm life in order to enjoy a

>.the only

put aside

well'ean?

r«st .
k r . Gardner lived i a s t of lauls Valley, froa.

his death February 1913, he was buried in the .̂ yhnewood

.•'ynnewood, Oklahoma

867 un t i l

Cemetery,
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February 19, 1937

OF- Hugh C a r t e l } told by his
Jau^ liter i. r s . Jennie "Campbell"
Heel. . ^
iauls /a l ley , Gkl& ĥoraa
Larch 22, 1879 (born)-"*

. . • '

^iu^h >>., Caiiirbell (.ihite)
Jul ia Jardner ' (Choctt-w)<

Story told by I r s . Jennie Carntl.ell ^eei of her father *
/ * •

i.ugh •.. Gattjbell./ Worried in 'i hilaoel^hift ," /e/insylya-niV * ebruary 21,

ib43. his early/educ^iona-l" tr ivi let .es were 1-hose af-fordea by the r .

. ublj c schools pf h>s n^tivt) ci y. .:eswa£ i.ut.lo yeers of or;e -.vhsn -

•,t the couM^py1"? c r l l for aid to crush the rebel l ion, he joined the,-

•tfh cine''', becor.in^ e member Of con,; any I. of the eighteenth

in irrril 1861, n-.rdly hrd the sircke frcm v'ort

c^iprtor's i"un)s cleared avoy vhen he of:"ereu hi? services tcotK-e /

ovvrnirent f̂ r.d .of r three \ears ren:£.ined tt the front, loya l ly fighting

•/<*• t^ttlesi whereby ulie union* %•*?). svt reserved e n t i r e . v ;.e took 7 ar t in

<-/;,¥ e.».-a^e6i©nt ft I-ail 's Bluff,' Fair te.ks, the seven days fi^ht, in:

ii^ont of .iichir.o«d, the I ' t t l e s of .-uaietat , Frederarcksburg, Chanc^ll"

orsvillaj uettys^urr, tl\e ..'ilaer^e-ss v.r d .it?r?'cMr;. At f.r.tietaiij ĥ
as -;ond*d. .;ith a tr.ilit?ry decora .;hich hre^-.as prcud cf, he

* ^ ^ i s nenje, having o'n.rr.sny a field cf carnage aisrJLayed his .loyalty
* " ' ' ' ' / // . / / /

to the [pla t'X&Z*- v ^ e r ^ie "*-rJ i>ir< kucft n. Car.] bell) went to Cinciinnatii,*
' 1 ' •' ' ' " i • : ' / • / ,

>tnio, where' he worked at the trade, of stove' polder unt i l 1867*/ I,i

v,as in the year 1867 that he came to-Indian Territ-orw set t l ing 'at tauls
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antt t o ifort S i l l - ^ f o r two yea r s , then he .went t

who was ktttfwn as , CaddO''^ill.. Subsequently he

Jferming and stocks-raising. 1.eetia<~ witn credit

branches* q,£ M s busiress . itfiQI^ Ivr. Cann t e l l

t o i £ s s . J u l i a Gardner a - n e i c ^ o f James Gardner

ng ffeight |for
A'"- T1 N

«/ ky 1-auls Valley^
\ •-? x • 'A

work for «'.-Q. Jilliraras
i

Ii
urned his attention to \

ble success,aft toth

was urdteu inj marriage

of CKoctav j:locd. In-

;hsr in i hil8de][phia*,1873 i.r. Cam-bell received' a l e t t e r fron. his no!

J. enr.. and in 1874 he was in bad health end the/jioctor told him,he uould

have'to rcake a change t c sor.e other cl imate/ -s.nd at th i s time he was

the owner of 500 head of thorough-bred Inland China' hojs , he hated to •

sel l out t h i s stock, but he beiny; in btoi he&Tlh Aid s e l l out ahd went'

back to jaj-S plade of b i r th , I hilnde^phia, :onn. ..nd lived there unt i l •

1878, he returned and set t led four r i l e s i.'orth of I auls Valley, Indian •

te r r i to ry , hj was ov/ner of pver/4 thousand f/cres of lend i t was at"
i- • •

th i s horce-in 1879 that a daughter was borned. She was najned Jennie,
I ^ _ • •• : •

she i s Lrst Jennie CaniDVell Keel havin^ married l-r. ./illiam a». Reel
7 - - • • • • T

ucto'oer .30, 1899. 'he v;&.s A reraber^of ./hitebead lodge l.'o. f/3 F &• A. i-,

served as i t s master/which r6sixion he held for several yeers.

:act which indicates his hiirh-'st.endinr ^Msjv "his brethen of the

irajternity. He at tained the 'thirty-seccr.d de/ree of-the ocott ish i t i t e ,

ing menioershit in Jbhe Oons'istcry. at . / ichita, Kansas., r.e a lso belongs

tpv-Aiitebead lodge Ko. 13, I . G, C» F. ./hitebsad encampment, i<o. 3
./agoner l |o. \\ -GhevaliePf, -and Crescent lod^e ho, 15 , K o f ' l l of hau l s

Valley, in.-.whi-ch; he .was honored w i t h . t h e office, of Chancel lor . In a l l

, , UU...™,



REEL, JENNIE CAMPBELL,
-3-

INTERVIE.V.
1079-C

±0G .

measures and movements pertairing to the, welfare and advancement of his

adopted town ho tock an active interest^ HQ has witnessed much "of i t s
J " ; . •" Vi. h *

growth and, devejlopement and had labored earnestly for .its* improvement

along substantial l ines. He #served as Second Lay.or of his adopted town

"Pauls Valley".

Lr. Campbell l iv d in and around lauls Valley since his, rat urn' from

lhiladel|>hia, iennsylvaria in 1878 unt i l l his death December 29, 1902 his

wife died Lay 29, 1928.,


