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Inﬁérview with L.rs.ESther v, Reéves,
Pauls Valley, Uklahama.

. I was-born in 1861 in North Cerolina, but my father .

*A - L4

and mother moved tg. Texas vhen. I wes veryAgnall and set-
B Pay PN .
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tled on a farm. Father raised cattle there and I can .

remember when I was very smald he would help drive cattle

to~ansas and would be gone sometimes from two.to three

RA

months &t & time and sother would havé to teke care of-
R |

" ”~

the place while he was awviay. -~ ~
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In leter years my father~owned the Jordan ranch.
I grew up in Texas and was married to.J. B. Reéves who

was & missionary Beptist preacher, and in 1900 he was
- L ) e e

called %oAfaﬁls Va.ley tc teke over the %aptist church

"“IIEI'B;’ ” D "”""’jf‘%’f\”ﬁ’ 7 B B ) ——— ”.’ : R B
Not ?nowiﬁglﬁza% kikd of ‘schools theyAhﬁd aﬁ’faulsl»h
| Valley, he'game ‘on and -1 stayed on the little farm ne;ar'
.8c0, Texas, wﬁere't?e children could go to school. Theu
putlic sehool mas es!tabiished at iauls Valley in 1898,
but it was_ in 1899 that they had the first terfn,oi“ free

. school. My husbend after coming to ruuls Valley end:
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taklng over the church wes elected bne of the 01ty s

frrst aldermen and 1 moved on to Pauls Valley in 1901.
\ \\
ey husband continued 1n church vwork untll he dled

s

'/ a.few Je;rs baﬁk. \

/T - In 1902 Eguls Valley was floodéd, the’ngéﬁiﬁa fiiver
;;t out‘of itg‘bégks ané peésle hed to cravel around in
boats, " nd the4ne%t overflow w:«s in 1908, but that time
;hough it was noth‘ngllikeﬂlQOZ;
| 1 ha?e'li¥ed in Fe.ls Velley dince 1901 -, 1 was

_ -~ A -

engased in church work zlon.. wigh,my husband | "wmtilk

Tis death. ' \
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