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RSD ĴNGSHAFSR, IDA RIUSNOUR. IMEEHYIEW. #9647.

Elizabeth L. Duncan,
Journalist.
December 13, 1957.

Interview with Ida Ridenour Redlingshafer,
Sal t Fork, Oklahoma.

On November 26P 186?, in Leesburg, Indiana, I

nas born. I was one of a family of fourteen children

and my rather was a vjagon and carriage maker. When

two years of a^e I moved s i th my parents to rtourbon,

Indiana, just ninety-five miles east of Chicago.-There

I grew to womanhood and isas married at the age of twenty,
r

f / if

TJhen twenty-ei ^ht years old J.\ with my hustand and three

children,, started to the Vest knpwin^ that the Cherokee

Outlet, or Strip, joining Kansas on the'south,would soon

be opened for settlement.

We settled on e i ^ t y acres of rented land seven miles

,- west of ^r'-anaas City, Kansas, and three niles lOrth of

the Oklahoaia l ine .
i i •
i

. We resided in southern Kansas for thrae years and

then the long looked for day came on the 16th day of

September, 1893. .At twelve o*clock'noon the signal was

given and \.he race was on. • ,

There tra.s a party of four who made the race together,

consisting of my husband, my brother from Indiana und two ,
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dear friends from Kansas. Knowing the race would

be attended Ydth much danger to the jaan and horses, I

f e l t I did not have enough nerve, to vtitness i t # < I

had a neighbor who had more nerve.than I possossed and

she. persuaded1 ms to $rive three miles to the O';lahonaa

line and both look end l i s t e n . ,.
A

Neither my husband nor my brother was successful

in securing a claim. On the morning of the 17th of
\\

' September my friend end I decided we would drive as

far as \fe *ould and get ba,ck the same day to see what

the strip looked like after the run.* «.e drove a team

of iLules to *t tragon ^nd took wi th us a keg and a barr%l,

of water and a wash' boiler full of brdad and plenty of *

butter. We handed out bread and a drink of t/ater to

many disappointed men vfao were walking back to the state

line, leading their horses, which were too near dead to

carry their r iders . »»Ve saw man/horses lying dead on the

prairie, having been ridden beyond their endurance. The

weather was extremely hot and dry and many a man smiled
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then we &ave him a drink of water and » aUce of bread . „

and butter, ""*

Having failed in staking a "laim in the race, in

the February following we found & man'whose wife re-
6

fused t̂o go out on the frontier with him. ^his isn^and

his wife had starved out in western Kansas ".nd she did
A

not want to try i t again, so we V>6û ht his relin tuishjuont

on a claim whi,rh was the northeast ]uarter of Sgction 9,

Township 24 North, Range 3 Wast, Garfield County.

We filed nn i t on the 23rdt &vj of ?e\r,ary and on

March 23rd, 1894, we had finished our journey about five

o'clock in the eveniig c? the third day. Th- re we were

in our l i t t l e two-room house made of boardB and on one

hundred sixty acres of land. This* was our f i r s t home*

'She 21st day of Marah, 1894, was the f i r s t day of

our journey* The raud w:s so deep in Kansas that we

traveled only fifteen uiles the f i rs t day. »% went into *

camp on the banks of Shoofly Creek, near Hunriew6ll,Kaisa8.

A b i t ter cold wind was blowLng from The north. \?e made a
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sort/ of windbreak with canvas wagon covers and pur ted

consisted of a few horse blankets and bed

spread on the1" frozen grounds 'The canvas windbreak ex-

Jfcended along only the north and" west, while,, the south

side aad east end remained open. We set a large^eook-'

stove in the east end of our canvas house and burned
It*

two bushels of coal, hoping to get some, heat from that

source, A large wash pan of water wes left standing

nearby, full of water, and i t froze a sclid cake of

ice.

There were eight of us to crowd into our scanty

quarters. All slept with their clothes and wraps on.

I said slept. No one slept* In the-morning we shivered

while we ate a cold breakfaut. Our horses shook with

cold, too*

We started as early as possible on our Second day.

ffe had dry roads when we got into Oklahoma. Traveling

went well unti l we came to the'Arkansas River, --s there

were no bridges, we had to ford the stream. We had five
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wagons heavily loaded. Two wagons hung up iu the initial©

of the r iver*

- fie hired a man, i iving near, to help pul l the wagons

o u t / Somehow he lo s t h i s sweet temper and began saying

something backward* I t may have been his 3unday School

lesson, or the Lord fs prayer, but i t did not sound l i ke

ei ther to me. »»hen we not put of the r iver we paid him

his charge and thanked ^lira very .kinclly and went on our

way.

That night , whioh was our second night out, a dear

l i t t l e TOuan who was staying alone with three small

children while ..er 'wsband was up in Kansas t rying to

get food for his family, l e t me and our three children

and my s i s t e r , raho vm3 with us , sleep iu her house, '£hey

had a claimkon Deer Creek and plenty of T?QQd» So we were

made oomfortable for the night; our men slept oy a c&mp-

. f i r e down in the bed of Deer ^reek.

The next day was our th i rd and l a s t day out. We /

arrived a t our claim about five o*clock in the evening.
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The f i r s t day on our homestead rcas laster Sunday, I

had-taken a thirty-dozep caso of eggs with is . We

Invited Mr. and Mrs. Henry Olay.and family to spend

the Easter'Sunday "oith us.

t(& took a hundred large Plymouth Rock hens v/ith us,. -

Itey soon began t o d i e . > e lo s t ' a l l of them, end w>ven

pur thirty dozen eggs were gone we had no more*for a

year and e half. , ,

This fcas our f i r s t experience/in frontier l i f e . • '
/ *

Mj' husba'nd iaiaediately started to break aod,plant-

ing corn and kaffir corn. In a l l ae managed to get

about twenty acres planted. The suiuaer was ver% dry.

However, the corn made roughness with vihich to feed

our foux horsea and t\io cons through the ?4nter of *94,

In the same fal l Mr, Redlingshafer sowd the twenty

acres to wheat and i t came up nicely." There came an

early freeze and the ground being new &nd full of <g*ass

roots, i t completely killed the wheat*

So we again held the eiqpty saut for our second

'experience.
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J£y husband kept on breaking soci and disking hlB

^ground ana In f95 ha sowed forty acres of wheat and '

planted thirty acres of Indian corn- The corn was a

very even stand ind ho finished -ultiyatlng i t"at noon

on the 28th day of May, T ê wheat was ripe and reody -

to harvest,/tfcen at six o'clock an the evening of ?.5ay

28th a hail storai swept a-ross the country and pounded

our/corn, wheat and garden • rtd the errth. ^h,ere was

not enough left to fe«d Q chicken once, .it -that _ti^e-

we had eighteen head of hogs, no money, no feed. Mr«

JOG Knofflooh bought the hogs, paving us $19,00 for •

the whole bunch, *

•This was'our third experience, , ' t

We were facing winter with n"> rainey nnd no source

from widdh to obtain any, Ho hogs for jae*t, no chlc^^ns,

no grain and five stomachs ta f i l l ,
i *

Mr. Horaian Osburn was in th« wake of the hailstorm,

too. So he and my husband went up t o r.ansas and borrowed

a fanning mill nnd wit1' a team and wagon drove around
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over the country, get t ing permission of the farmers

to go in and gather up the wheat that was l e f t around

"the newly threshed"stacks. By three weeks hard orork

in the heat, duat and d i r t , they succeeded in each

gett ing s ix hundred pound,s of flour and se l l ing oojie

whi?h was not f i t for flour to the feed stores for

cash, which rade $3.00 for each man.

My mother, whose home was in Indiana, was v i s i t ing

me a t the time the nai le t irm came along. She knew, the

elephant8 had stepped on our pocket-book long before

t h i s , so w;sen she returned to Indiana she'sent us one

hundred, f i f ty pounds of genuine buck wheat flour and

a sack of dried apples* She and my brother1* sent us

two boxes of clothing* another brother- sent us three

gallons of genuine maple syrup*

This was an experience of a different color*

I t i s said that 'necessi ty i s the mother of inven-

t ion . At leas t i t proved t > be in the etirl> da>s of .

Oklahoma* tfe could 'raise wonderful watermelons. So
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quite a few women wauld extract the juice from the red

portion of the melons and bol l i t down to a ' f ine eyrup.

We could ra i se sorghum cane very successfully; a l so , we

grew poor man's apples* We would take sorghum cane to

Mr. Snavely's cane mill and get sorghum molasses made,

giving him a certain t o l l for the making. *e then could

use sorghum molasses instead of sugar and make poor nan's
t

apple preserves. v " .

Another food which we would prepare was to cnok

kafflr corn all day and eat It with sugar and cream.

We liked It equally as well as pearl barley.

These are a few of our experiences^ and also ox-* •*

perijbents oonneoted with our frontier life in northern

0'<lnhona.. It was not all joy, nor waa it all sorrc^.

In 1897 we raised the best «heat crop it has ever

been our good fortune to produce. «7e sold it for from \0i

— - — — — -; " ^̂
* * ' ' '

to $1*25 per bushel. We then* began to improve our farm

and bu i l t up a home to be proud of. Our neighbors

prospered1 a l so . The community no longer held school
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and Sunday School in sod structures, or in barns, or

under the tress on a dry oreek, but we would meet In

real houses, built of genuine**wooden boards^

I shall nevar "forget the box suppers, pie

parties, Sunday School, and preaching services It

OUT good fortune to enjoy. If I could go back nd live

any period of my life over a^ain, it would be rax pioneer

'" ' t"
days in Oklahoma, ' - A f?


