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Rlizabeth L. Duncan,
Journalist. s
December 13, 1937. -
Interview with Ida Ridenour Redlingshafer,
Salt Fork, Oklshoma.

’,
-

On November 26, 1862, in Leesburg, Ihgiana, I

&

N
was borne I was oge of 8 family 6f fourteen children

P P

_and my father was a wagon and carriage maker. When

two years of age I moved with my parents to nourbon;
Indizna, just nineﬁyfrive miles eaét of Cﬁiéago;-Théfe

I grew fo woé#nhébd and was marzféd a; the age of twenty.
7hen twenty-eizht yvears ;1& I{fwith my hustand and three
children,. started to the/wé;t kngwine that the Cherckee

-

Outlet, or Strip, joiﬁfﬁg Kansas on the south, would soon
be opened for settlement.

wé settled on eihty aizfs of rented land seven miléé.‘
: west of sYr<ansas Oity; Kansas, and three niles 1o0rth of
the Oklahoma line.

e resided in southern Kansas for three years and
then the lo;g looked for day cume on the 16th day of
September, 1893. At twelve o'clock noon the signal wus
given and ihe race was on. |

¢

Thore was a party of four who made the race together,

coﬁsisting of my husband, my brother from Lndiana und two .

/
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very déar friendg ffg;f;ansas. Knowing/éhe”race #ould
be attended w th muich danger to the men and horses, I
feltﬁ did not have enaugh nerve "to' vl tness i:i.'c I v
had a neighbor who had more néfve.fhan I posscssed and ' ﬁ‘
she. persuaded me tn drive thrgéfh%les to the 0':lahoxa

§'\ - X
line and both lock =nd listen. .

A
A !

Ifeither my ‘hushand nor my brother wase simcefsfpl ;
in securing a clai\m. On the mo:!'ning of the 17th of
* September my f‘rien\d end I d?cided we would drive as
far £8 de ~ould and get b~a,ck the same day to see what
the strip looked like after the mun.' .e drove & team
of nales to 2 wagon and took wi'th4us a keg and a barrel.,
"of water snd & wash' boiler full ‘gf breéad and plenty of *
butter, ¥e handed out bread and a drink of water to
many disappo‘inted men tho were walking back to the state
line, leading t;xeir l’;orsesi, which were too near dead to .
carr& their xide;'s. va saw man,’(horsas lying aead on.the )

prairie, having been ridden beyond their endurance. The

‘ veatheyr was extremsly hot and»dry and many & man similed
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. when wé gave him & drink of water snd u slice of bresd

3

. and butter. =

Having failed in staking a ~lsim in the rase, in

™

the February following we found 8 man whose wife re- .

~

p
fused to go out on the frontier with hime This wna®and

his wife had stsrved out in westérn Kansas 2nd she aid

- - ]

A

not want to try 1% again, so we hou~ht his relin uishmunt
on a ctaim which was the northeast jusrter of Section 9,
_Township 24 North, Réinge 3 lest, Garfield County.

fie filed on it on th: 23rd: dar of ;elruary and on
March 23:6; 1894, we had finished our journei aﬁout five

o0'clack in the evering cf the third day. Th re we were

-

in our little two-room house made of boards and on one
‘bundred sixty acres of land. This was our first home.

Fhe 21st day of March, 1894, was the‘s_‘fir‘st day of
our jouraey. The mud w:s so deep {n Kansas that we )
traéeied.only fifteen uiles ‘he first day. 'de went igto .

camp on the banks of Shoofly Oreek, near “uniiewsll,Kansas,

A bitter ¢018 wind was blowing from the north., Ve made a
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'acrﬁ/or windbreak wi th ‘eanvas wagon covers aad our bed

-

consisted of a8 few horse blankets and bed cgﬁéﬁrts
. - &

spread on the frozen gronnd:”?ﬁé canvas windbreak ex-

» 7

,/tended along only the north and west, while, the soath

r

side and east end remained cpen. e set a 1arg§\cook-'
s%ove in the east erd of our c¢anvas house and burned
. .

two bushels of coal,‘boping to get some heat from that
sCUYCe, A lgrge wash pan'Bf weter wes left standing
neardby, full of water, and it froze a s-1lid cake éf
ice. | .

There were eight of us %o crowd into our scaity
quarfers. All slept with their élothea and wraps o0p.
I said siept. ﬁo ohe élept. In thé.murning we shivered
ﬁﬁile we ate a cold breakfaust. Our ﬁorses shook with
¢old, to0.

Ve started as early as pgssible on our #econd day.
e hed dry.rcads when we got into Oklahoma, T&&vel}ng

went well until we came to the..rimnsas River. -s there

"were no bridges, we had to ford the stream, V\ie had five
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:
wagons heavily loaded.\ Two wagons hung up in ‘thé midale
of the river.

. ve hired a man, iiving near, to help pull the wagons l
imt." Somehow he lost his sweet temper and began sajing
something backward. It may have been his ~».mckay;choccl
lesson, or the Lord's prayer, but it did aot sound like
either to me. vhen we pot out of the river we mid him
his cherge and thanked Him very kindl; and wehyt.on‘our
| waye. '

That night, which was our second night out, a dear
little wowan who was staying alone with three small
children while .er‘iuwsband was up in Kansas trying to
get food for *is family, let me and our three children
and my sister, whokms with us, sleap in her house, i’hey
had a claim.on Deer Creek and plenty of wood. So we were
made comfartable for the night; our men slept oy a cemp-
fire dowm iﬁ the bed of Deer “reek. /

The next dlay v¥as our third and last day osute. e / o

3 >

arrived ‘at aur claim about five o'clock in the ez@ing{
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‘I’heﬁ first day on our homestead :aas Raster /Sunda{f. I
had. teken a thirty-dozen casc of eggs with 1s. Tlie -
fnvited Mr. and Mrs. i nry Clay . and famiiy to ’Spend '

: »
»
4 - -

the Faster- Sunday with us. o
e took a2 hundred large ilymouth Rock hens with us. -

They Boon began tO‘di'e;. Y e lost "‘all of: them, eané when

our thirty dozeg eggs were goue #o had no more. for a .

yesr and & helf,

¢ ra

This wa,s' our /rirst exper {ence, in froriier life,
My husbend immediately stal"ted to oreak sed,plant-
' ing eorn and kaffir corn. In 2ll apg aanaged to get
about twenty aeres planted, The suz.er was ;rers di'y; |
Hawevar the ~orn made rougzhnass \,vith‘v:hich to feed

our four horses and tm cows through the 'ezi.nter of 134,
In the same fall My, Redlingsharer sowed the twenty
acres tc wheat and it came up nicely. There came an
early freeze and the ground being new and ‘u*l of ;srass
roota, it completeL killed the whea te

So we again held the empty sagk for our secound

‘experience.

£y .
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My husband kept on bresking add and disking his
ground and Ln '95 hs sowed farty acres of uhet;t ar&d"
planted thirty ac;es of Indian corn. 'i'he ct;rn was é’
very even stand and he finished '~ult{‘£ating it at nosn
3n the 28th day of May. - The wheat was ripe cnd r'eﬁ,dy: -
to ﬁarvest,b ‘vhen at 81;( o*rleck cn ‘the evening'of‘ lay
28th a hrail storm srrep‘ﬁ a~togs the cou‘ntry and pounded
our /cofn, wheat and garden 'rto the errth, - There vas
not erough left to feed a chicken once. .t - thot iize.
we had eighteen head of }'wgs, no roney, no feed., Mr. ‘

(]

Joe Knoffloch bought the hogs, mying us 319.00 foxr
“the whole bunch. > Y .

‘Thig was’ ur third experie}xce.

We were facin; vwinter with n- m’mé}f and no source
from widch t0 obtain any., Mo I}Ogé for E*aeﬂt, r;o chicg¥~ns,
no grain and five sto‘machs ts £1{11. | ' )

Mre Norzan Osburn vas in the wake of the hai 1storm,

too, S0 he and my husband went up to lansas and borrowed

a famming mi1ll end wit a team and wagon drove around
b ]

<

' » -
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Bvar the cauntry, getting permission of the farmers

t0 g0 in end gather 4p %he whoat that was left &round
thaihewly thresh:d“stacks. By three weéﬁs hgrd woTk

{n the heat, dust and dift, they'éuoceedgg in each
getting six hundréd pounds of flour amd selling soue
wi-h wes not fit for flour tqrfhe feed ;toresvfor
cash, which made $3,00 for each man. l

My mgther, whose‘homeAwaa in Indiena, was visiting

’

me at ths time the hailst rm came along. She xnew.the

e

elephants had stepped on our pocket-book long berorg
.this, £0 when she returned tofiudlana sherseni us'one
hundred. fifty pounds of genuine duck wheat flour and
a sack of dried apples, She and my brother’ sent us
two ?oxas of clothng. another brother sent us thres
gallons of éennin: maple syrupe.
" This was an experience of a differéét color, -
It is s2id that necessity is the mo%her of invan—.
ti&i- At leést it ﬁroved ts bé in the early days of .

Oklahoma. #e could raise wonderful watermelons. SO

501



302

o

REDLINGSHAFER, IDA RIDENQUR. INTERVIEW, . o547,

-~

¢ -

-~

~ o~
»
~

quite a few women wauld gxtract the julce from the red
portion of the melons snd boil {t down to a fine syrup.

We could raise sorghum cane very successfully; alse, we

bl

grew poor man's apples, Ve would take = rghum cane tad

Mr. Snavely's cane mlll and get sorghum molasses mnde,

~
»

giving him a ce:tain t0ll for the making: we then cgpld

use sorghum molasses fnstead of sugar and make poor man's

R apple preserves. - |

Another rooé which we would prepare was to cook .

kaffir corn all day and ea% it with sugar and créanu
Yie 1iked it equally as well as pearl barley.

These are a few of our experiences and also o0x= -

A

periments connected with our frontier life in northern

Okxlahome,. iIt’was not all joy, nor was it all sorrcwe.

L4

In 1897 we raised the best wheat crop ft has ever

been our good fortune to producs. e sold it for fromfﬁOi
R T €

— Ty T T i i

"~ to §1.25 pbr bushel. Ve then, began to tmpreéeldur farm
and built up & home to be proud of. Our neighbors

prospered also. The commnity no longer held schcol
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and Sunday Sehool in sod structures, or in barns, or

under the trees on a dry oreek, but we would meet in

-~

real houses, duilt of genuine;woqden boards. ~

-~

I shall never Yorget the box supperé,fpiq supaers;

-

parties, Sundey School, end preiching services 1t was

our good fortune to enjoy. If I oould go back nd live
any period of my life over a~aim, it would be mgfptoneér
‘ - . E.
: R ]
ddys in Oklahoma, : ; 5

-~
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