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E 1. This lsg.end was : ‘
EEF cured fror (name) Meggie Barnett Ratli!‘f

3 ’ »

. . Tiis person is. {melc or fomaie) Lhite, Nepro, Indian, - -

. If Indirn, give tribe ; « - Choctaw -

2, \)rigin rnd history of‘legcznd or story

En;o}.mz_mt of Indiens « and ollotment of land

3, Writc out the- legend or story as completely as poss:.blc;. ~ Us¢ blenk
f——sheets%ﬁdﬂﬁttt*ch”ﬁrmtrto fhls form. “Number of sheets
ettached 3 _ \
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Robert H, Bostmen,
Investigator,
October 19, 193'7.
- - An Incerview ‘with l'daggie Barnmett Retliff,
. Hlancliard, Oklahoma, Re #2.
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Earollment of Choctaws- Allotment of lavd, - )
I come from s family of sevcnfe'er}n childrer; of ‘
Choctaw Indiang, being born Febmry 1, 1887 in the
Choetaw Nation, Indian Territory neé‘r r:here ths towmn
of Durant is now locatede
© My parenfcé reared their family by a very strict
disotpline, Bach child was taught to work and as each
child was born he or ahe waes enrolled with the Indmn

Governmant and after bein,, enrolled onch child was then

I _—— —

e = e

)Jelﬁ;i'ﬁlb to ‘draw 138 pro rata Shares of msngy from ohe

Government. S ) . .

A}

s

3

X.Each Ind_ian‘ was paid a cart’nin'mnnm‘.{ ,or ooty »
at given 1nter_vals, usuaily_quartorlyki'hese reymeonts
wore under what waa known as the Chocfév: Conmission.

Later, there vas £ comission knowm as the Dares
Commission ard \mder this cormission each Indien wes
regiatered as to sex and tribe and uherc the India;g__t

4

filed for ai-lbtmani;‘a'oi' lend, Then the indiare were
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alictted cortain tracts of lard., ‘ -

o~

'l'm"s sllotted s tract of hm& consisting of
two hundred and ten rores in the Chickasaw Hation

in whet is now MeClein Courtf}. My a'llotmer‘g wns in

£~

Sectiona 19 ad 30, to mship 7 u‘orth Renge 4 .

‘The custams of the Choctaw Indigns were not so

very different from what they are today. ’

The Chickasaw Tribe in the very early devs did

-

very little or no work.‘ Schgole and ehurches were
gbout. the same as they are today, excert the achocls
that had been established polely for the Indlan,s. o

" These Indian schools were taupht by DGLﬂlG hiraﬁ by

P | N S I ——— = R e — e - —_—

~ the Government; the Indiana Were never raquired to

4

b\& school books for all. book s_[ ‘furnished them b
", L ’ . . @
the, Indian Government.

.\ Docto Al YSGN thourht réry little o among the

tribe. The Chickasaws did almoat all their omn doc-
toring with medicinas prepared from herba such as

bloodwaed, hs‘nake root, bellpdona and fevor weed which

\.“le\now known as the common broom weed.

A
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Tor blood p%g.éoning rice poultices were used ;

and saild to be & positive cure,’
~

or ’ P

r

' Salt end soda solution was used for spider

snake bites and whiskey for colds. _

r~

My allotment was made in 1909 and since then ‘

»r

I have bought surplus Goverrment land until today ' ~

I own five hundreéd acres. “I now live with my family

six milés west of Washington « on the land that was
P

VA

allotted to ma by the Government. s



