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Robert H» Boatman,
Investigator,
October IP, 193?•

An Interview'with Maggie Barnett Rstliff,
HLanchard, Oklahoma, R« #2.

••***

Enrollment of Choetaws- Allotment of loT,d. |

I come from e family of gevor>tee4 children of

Choctaw Indiana,, beinp: born February 1^ 1887 in the

Chootaw Nation, Indian Territory, near nhero the town

of Durnnt is now located. '

- Ify parents reared their family by a very strict

discipline. Bach child was taught to work and as each

child was born he or ohe was enrolled with the Ir4ioa
r

Gorernment and after being enrolled each child was then

eligiblerfo"droTTTfe"s~OTO ^ t a Shares of m-̂ ney frora the

Government. •

.Each Indian was peid a certair amount of aor.oy"

at given intervals,usually.quarterly.^.These paynor.ts

were under what was Jcnown as the Choctov? Coianission.

Later, there was P conmission knt'wn as the Dares

Commission ard under this commission each Indicn was

registered as to seiTand tribe and hero the Indians

filed, for allotments of land> Then the Indians, were
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allotted certain tracts of land.

'I.was allotted B tract of land consisting of • -

two hundred and ten Fores in the Chickasaw Nation

in what ia now Modnin Courty* % Bllotmert wns in

Sections 19 and 30, township 7 ubrth^ Rcnge 4 V/,

•Qie cuatdias cf the Choetaw Indians were not so

very different from what they are today.

The Chickasaw Tribe'in the very e^rly dp'-s did

very little or no work,»' Sohpols and churches were

about., the snr,e aa they ore todayf excett* the schools

that had been established solely for the Indians,

These Indian schools were taught by pecpie hirod by

the Government; the Indiana were, never required to
. ' were

buy school books for all booksjr fiimished them b

the, Indian Government•

„ Dootoyg woro thought 'ery little of among the

tribe* The ChiokaBaws did almost all their own doc-

toring with medicines prepared froia herbs, such as

bloodweed, snake root, belladona and fevor weed which

new known as the eanmon broom weed*
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For blood poisoning rice poultices were used

and said to be « positive cure.

Salt and soda solution was used for spider or

snake bites and whiskey for colds,

% allotment was nade in 1909 and aihce then

I have bought surplus Government land until todny

I own five hundred: acres, .1 now live with rajr family

six miles west of Washington - on the land that was

allotted to me by the Gaveroment,


