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INTERVIEW WITH JULIA LEE PRIEST REDMON
714 V. Cypress St. Altus, Oklahoma
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A
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l.married a man who was gang boss for the work-

-

men of a railroed. he sometimes had a special .gang
of workmen but usually a regular gang more for the

maintenance of a road already built rather than a

consiruction gang. ﬁe came across from Missouri

in the nineties; A house was always furnished us

tg live in, and we boarded:- the men. [ ften there

was no depot anywhere near u%} or a town, and people

would come to the station to get on the train. .e

T
v

became the dspot and hotel all in one for the public. -

"1 got twenty-five cents for.all meals of transients,

°©

unless there was a wéshopt and a train was held up

for two or three days, as was often the case in

PN

eastern Jndian rerritéry, and then any price was paid

Rl

L4 —— A —ee

for -a meal that wégkigia‘downr* More than once thefe ’

\
\

was a wash-out; and & passenger train would'be tied

up‘é day cr two and we would cook everything we had
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in the house to eat. fe would serve all the dny

1

and night and the pegple would come in end eat

' /
and lay down money, end walk out,., | have found

/

more than one fiye dollagsbill laié\30wn for a
meal. Of cozsz some times the railroad author-

ities would imstruot us to feed the crgy, and theﬂﬂ

we would kaep/coun w and send in an ex-

pense account. Cnce when 1 was in the bed with |

' 5

a new b?by and only the hired help;\and ny sister

to serse meals, a special bridge gshg ceme to Te-

pair /a bridge £dd ate with us for-two meals. ‘'lhere
" wer forty-niﬁe.men and we nevef did get a penny.
Yy orem;n got .45.00 or sometimes ;50.00 a month.
he men got 321.C0 'per mont and pald 313.0u for-
Troom and b?ard. the man usually lost all the deys
they couﬁpynot work but Mrr ‘Redman worknd hi S men

in all kinds of weather so they seldom haq\loet

~

-

time.

) ruel

/

/

/ We burned wood Jostly, used a lgt of old

tigs, and they made £ od wood.

A /

0%
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CHURCH AND SCHOOLS

We seldom attended church and had no schools

-

near enough to attend in those days.
SQCIETY -

The men played games cards and had violins.:
/
f\
They washed their clothes on Sunday at the creek.

They were a happy go lucky crowd; usuually .meric.:BS.
LD GAME _ s

. f
There was pienty of wild game and | my husbana

loved to huqt and spent many noon hours and after night

hunting. He was a practical joker. ihere was a deep -~
difch not far away from one of the places we lived,
and if one of the boys went with him for the first

time he invariably told him to run =zhead and he
would follow. rﬂg/;ith was deep ‘and the man would '
alwWays tske a tumble, but the bottom of the ditch
was sand and 8Oy, one Was ever hurt, but it was al-
ways funny. ;ue served lots” of qﬁail, wild turkeys,

possums, squirrels, coons, and occasionally a deer.

In the fall we always gathered a lot of pecans, hickory
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nuts, and Walnuts.
. /

We liked th§’pecans bést~and ngver failed
to lay in plenty. Nost all land Weis open but if
the trees grew on posted land we gathersd just
.the same and ga%e the owner one'half of all the
pecans gafherea. | "o

Once Mr. Redmon did not‘like'his road boss
and askeé for a transfer and got it. He had only
been moved,one month before the road boss whom he
disliked/égs also transfe?rgd right éver him again.
he was,ﬁery overbearing and asked so man; useless,
~qﬁest{onsx When he came out and began to ask ques -

/

tions. ir. Redmon would tell him what he thought he

bd

should know-and then reply to all questions "It looks -

‘Aike rain, don't you think it will rain? It would

, make the roadmaster very angry but he knew he had just

/

as well hﬁéh and go on for hr. Redmon would never answer

”

another question.
+ 00D

“yery one was prosperous in thoSe days, and we
[

could get most ‘anything we wanted to eat very cheaﬁiy.
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~ Béans, potatoes, light bread and dried or fresh fruit
stewed, syrup and sgme kind of meat were considered
staple and. served every meal. ueef steak for break-

fast, oat meal,hot cdkes, or biscuit, and eggs when

- - -

we could keep them. ihere was alwé}g somg-gindlof
ple for six o'clock-dinngr, and in the lunch baéket
for the noon meal. 1 made light bread every day, and
1 used a yeast cake | made from hops -and meal. 1
surely dig‘make delicious bread and hot rol:.s. 1

got a cake of hopg,'ﬁoiled three potatoes, uéed thq_
water from the potatoes to pour over enough meai t;
thicken, let all raise three.separate times adding

A

meal each time to make it thick and the lasf time

»

1 made‘a roll, and cut it nto cakes and dried it
in the shade. 1 used one cake and two boiled potatoes
every time 1 made 8ix loaveg of bread.
N mad§ apple pies, mincé meat, raisin and
curraj£ pies. . also made;%iied pie we calied the
™ half moon pies : 1 stewed the fruit and made a rich

N -

biscuit dougﬁ, rolied a round crust, put fruit in
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center folded over and fried in deep fat. 1 usually
. . to - ;
uséd lard. 1 put up fifty/one hundred gallons of

? (\ .
lard, and you could buy all good kettled rendered .

lard for ten cents.a pound.

=

I served coffee three times'a'déy, and the

men usually drank it black for we could not get
‘milk very often. We had to use Horden's condensed“
milk at ten cents a can, and the milk was very sweet,

I used arbuckle coffee and paid fifteen cents per

W

town near for supplies. I made coffee in a big three

pound. | had-a pass that I could go to the larges

*

gal.on coffee pot. i boiled the water in the tea-

>

kettle, and poursd it over the grounds and let 'boil

t

up once and then set back to settle. 1 usually poured

out a cup two or three times and poured it back into

v

the pot fo settle the grounds. 1 emptied my grouﬁds
. just once a day. 1 c¢ould buy two chickens th;t would
weigh three pounds apiece forva quarter. I used a
lot of salt pork. :t was almost lxké fresh pork, as_

A

we could get it right out of the brine. When 1 could

-
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get milk I made a lot of egg oustarog. ¥ used two

: eggs two cups of milk two sp00nsful o6f flour and

.~
-

nutmeg to flavor. 1 made a beking powd&r crust and

put the custard right in the raw crust an bake&\
together with four tablespoonsful of augar to qacq

. \

pies For my crust 1 use two cups of flour one’ cup\
of lard and a little pinch of baking powdnr and a '
little salt. \ ‘ SR

The men“were all more or less supg?stixious.‘

rthey most all carried a rabbit's foot™ Ln thgir pockets

’
S

for luck, or an 1r13h potato to keep fo rhuematism.
rhere was & man killed on onﬁhtretch of the road that
had to be patrolled every. time it raina¢~ Mr. rRedmon
had to make the mdn take a piece of chalk and mark
a certain poat to prove they had been by that place,
or they would nop go past where the man was killed,
after nighte. ’ _ .

we_had a lot of ways of trying our fortunes.

B SR

fie would go to an old waste house ‘SQuthern people

call it a vacant house j, wash our clothes and hang

them in front of the firepl-ce ﬁo dry as there was

.~
. A
. ° -
[N ’
LY
.
v N
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N all frightened at first but it was;funny too. +

- but later came back. <uhe baby died in the spring.

N
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always é fire. Once when some of -the girls were
trying their fortunes,'Mr: Redmon'aﬁd a man went
to see what.they were doing. You are‘suppoéed to .
see the face of your future husband in the flames.
He stooped down to look éhrough a break in the wall

near the fireplace when the man with'him said "Get

o - o

out of the way-1 want to see." Mr. Redmon stepped
aside and as the man stooped over to peep a billy
goat came up and butted him on through the break

—w

An the wall right in among the girls. ihey were

-

-

1 had a sister who aled and'left'a'f}ny p&by
anﬁ moéﬁe: took ip to raise. when {t waska fev weeks
old mother was inm another room spinring and father
was sitting by the baby when sister‘chme in and said,

~

. ~ ) )
"Where is mother.." rather said,"In the other room -

-

épinq;ng." She bent oveffgpd looked at the baby and ‘

said, "Don't move to Arkansas. ‘the baby will not

"

live out this. year anyway. they moved to‘Arkansqs_

y

~ — - Q

-
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