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Crace Yelley, Investigetor,
December 21, 1937, ;

. »

. AN INT: RVIEW WITH 7AC” REDFORD
DFWAR, O7LARUMA.

»

when I was fi ve years old mykfather decided %o go with

a lot of other fo.k to tere up lend in Texes as thet st:te

"

had lend that you coule howestesd. ly fither was a regilsr -

o

pioneer as h= woulc g~ to e new plece end stsy long envugl

-

a
ta n»wn the piace, then sell i1t enc rove on to 85 e Jther

’
/ -

locelity thut was onen t5 h)i esteuders.

At Bexter Snrings there were g nucber wiv tirned beck

—

as they wers alreid to er>-s the Iuacien Territory. ~here wes.

a LY
a lot of erying tt the perting of friends wio never expected
Q .

to see esch other sgain in this w-rid.

N3 N ‘a ’
There wer- twenty wagnns in vhe irein tiiat-f¢ae.liy got

started on the wey.. Noue of ther nxd st ¢« except taeir tear 8.

»

~¥e had two wreons wity mul  teens but we crrricd very l:ittle

+
-

furnitufe. 1 would cels it s carp.ug~-0i1t.0 it as for we
. X . —

. )
cookel 2n a cerpiire end slgpt on the rround. Theheow- e g

~

mother snd fethrr ¢uc twr ~f us childrea. “e callcren ruc

2
»

in the beck o< the wegon. /

]

< ¢

‘ Ve pasied twoy Tncian vizlaeccs bat [, o't re.cuber whet
oy ~ s
tribes they bhelouged tr. ¢ ur sadciers mde i fmnt of &l
»

-
-
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6f ths wagons, others were scattered all along the train and
then tﬂefé werc some who rode behind. ¥nther told my sister

and me not t» raige the wipon shert; no =atter wh-t hep-.ened,

but 1 was curinus and wanted t% see whet the Indiasns looked
?

- -

peened 01t but

lixe, so when we ‘ceme sbresst of a villege

Vo)

1 was s~ ceref:il that I <on't.bel.eve they cHralc huve seent

e

v,

me xff&hef Lo’ %e~n lodk . ng right ¢t the wag»i. “here vere &

hundreé >r mr- r~nd tepres. They 1o wed live reunc tonts

’

e . ~
to me but I don't tlink there were any repguler te:ts ir the
tunchk sn¢ ' Xnow there vere ny hnougee of ¢y *indéd a'ong tlLe:.
"We didn't cemp neer those nrd the z2liiers =teyed w th u® un-

til we vere rm1te & wey dest trer, .

one ni *ht wgﬁhai carped ~ad er Incien, who cows ¢ telk

[y -

Frglish, we talking with =y Zether. Fe ventec t~ trade.an

Indien girl and & pony tn ny fether furry sister " nd we

were very:worried for feer Yether vrilé trauve. 1t see ed to

ug that, g8s he rould get the btest »" tre bere8inhe .ight be

terpted t> trade. .

I don't Ynow the cxect rhute.we LHr s 1t v epter ¢ the
. P ERVAN §

Tndien Territory ¢t R:xter Sorings onc | thine we cive by

N

Mugkogee or Fort Gibsam. .o located 8t “»rt vorth which 18

g .
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2
w

right south of Geinesvilie so I insgine we mede & dippoﬁél‘

J
3

line from Baxter “prngs to Ceinesviile tho.. ~  couldn't

.sey Tor certsin. .o L
‘ < - -

. 7 4 o - .
Ve lived in Texas' for ten years ..l then dec:ded to rove

.

to the Territory: I wfs fiftech yesrs -old an’ croveé. o had
one wagon and a yoke of oxen on this tr.p )

. There was & farry celied “rown's ferry et C.inesvi le

-

v

thet weg'run by & white ren, #Fry. tnere ve '0L.owec the
. B N v - \ ~ .

Geinesvilie roge 4o Liuigherty.

-

-

3
-

;" "%ve stoppred on tue vay pue p.c<ec cotion T three wee's,

4

~7he lsad wes good ¢ i they got fro a heif to 8 bile .f entlon

tv the scre. e were pe ¢ ¢ wolier v h.rdred tor i lu, .

- .

{Thet is frox” ¢ ftevn <> tweuty-i.ve cents ore then thev are |

5
- 4

peying now anc.1t was =aster cottur .0 o ocv thenl.

<

¥e passed thrash 2erwyn but .t was called iienddrs.a's

- . . - - 1]
Flat then, ]-sev Icdi:ns nesr there., e wers ¢t pced o2 % - ‘

.

wns told thyt 80 « Iniiens wer- going to drove s oecuctle
gerocs the ashita wer g5 ! owent O3 to ow teh taes. fF 0 o

¢rirse § had be n told all = rvig A stor es =ds.t tle ‘ndiens

3

-

o oS—— . L " . .

80 . wag & little afru.c »  the , vet the guxe cirivis giresv
:,“\ N .

rece we wailt to see ther. e f the e®re bicirs .n c¢l~thes

s -
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- * -

it others had on store clothes. .lrost every-body wore

.

gix-shooters at thut tine. 11 ybh sav go ehnd - withoul one

he was umally a preacher. .0 ‘hése Indians all ned six-

a

ghnoters: stri- ed on. Abavt the vre I gt e good 1m0 at

1¢ shm ting th 1t s tue cattle

them they 01l stert-d whoom ne 683¢

_g> .ato *he ~ver bt 7 forgot gll'ebout the cuttle &d sup-

preged they v reglly "wild” Tocidns ened grarht g fer

A~
P

ground,

>

'y frther, Aeron o dforé, was “ifasiow . reach T,

Béntist; £or tiy jeirs ae ves Ln & rolbe Lut the reat >f the
) N

tine he jizt .r:ein @ ae T LOMe gs he'vns & SIS vell 8s

nrescheTs . : . .

d ', [N “- e .
" mig pamte sy £ron osbyic 1ty - cder west o Tlagfisner

+

1

end close 4 wuyre to Thoesrrvalle anc east to %, shoningo.

Fe would ¢v e fn ¢ 2d be gt o0 Tor 17T OT LaraE Jeys
- Pad ¥

wher he Fot clrer %9 327 e Ha .8 D o, SN L s Y T Jhe

K \ R . ¢
Lext stop., - went norsehes porl P ot tnoe Lot yebly

~ . CIeaally be osoiléd stoy »th wnite people

Iy
-y
-
*

vent in
hut there w:s 3.2 setile nt wh n thers were saly oo rne
. go he stayed with ar 'ad gn fe 3.y vhose ch dren eowl  telk

.

xnglish but the oldar oven couldr't, e -a.d that the Hlder
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‘ones 3at around and looked friendly but that the you:ger

ones who had gonc to'schiol talred vith hir.

There were forty niles Yatween Taugherty ené Usri with ,

not & house bhetween. ~he settlers celied this the “rerk

Trailo -,
1'va gean fre seve ty-five to a hodred deer in ¢«

grove fror thia treil.
Nne time mv sister wrote 13 thet she wp-~ ¢yt tap n
[}

thirty dey viait #nd thet shs wwle 1i%e to et so ¢ wild
turtey while she was nere. Mgt Tor fufi,! went oat eveyy

morning end eot frow one tH tvo top sve, 0 eouUrse ve conld

not eat ther &1l hut there vere tlivet g7 rn w.ld tur-eve

wasted in thore deve e wive erter, “ob Ay nee~ng 4o ~-
>

[

without 1ieet {f they rrnt-d {f. Thaey c~iléd jual g3 n:t neerr

the houser in the wo, 7 * 1+ e2t griv~oel n=t 1@ *L- - nesded
. W

them gnd bv goins out in the "ornfacs oy were LTe TN get p 0
turtey. ‘}eop}; N rfé &¢ deer rest o1 ¢ bvﬂ;*f~ Bay
" xind of wild gare, . T A’ anc-oaee ;fv‘ﬁ} evE T Py éiféd I
the tirev i ¢ f;as 2y =Cp ot - prlo | tk'o'ﬂ, v'»q’ e

o, o

-~

P

»

've been IMnt ng Ar tarthr Ciey v A mp planpeor 2 bavs

. ) .
0.2 Or tv» tarvevg n v oswack. o coatr e wenld,goc fnty ot e

?
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usaelly m™n scrass *he roro, ,ng . 'c jast hive to sho t to

.

see if "' h.t, t. Then var JIwn ad i 1t oover w.th ay

.

hd ~

oot ty g whore "ol b b a0 W 1L oadv L3 wWe 1 o 89
mieht W5 o coaxdit oane b, W ve u sy raay that ve

never theu Bt the o 1 h* ... > Lt brr nnw,

SRS rELE A X 2 Tt N W, ud T gn. roounte L. %, LeL P o@as

Q -
. w " hl 3
trewt roc . Dt ey ol 14, hore vacce Loy osernc 1
- .
. N "
there bhi® W cfore oy ey i e Lo ol bt wneu we
: 3 . BN -‘\ ~ v
first lscrt 3 Lo oo Locer Npe ot Fooooia tor ash
L] > /
g ve it ol © RSN LRI -
’ ’
s N ] . '
TN red o oo T .. Loty . 4t b Wu. Wbt

hl . . -
‘.{n clitvt oo, AR TN (S (YUY LL Yie. LLriwee g

. ~ N - - - <
Lt owes Thelne Clies 1T oMWy S AP (VT .. 8
. ) . . )
:de“,\. v e g oy VYo v t . A 1 cye sy A 6w by
- o\ - 2w - - ~ -~ - v - v v

:

locet .r . ¢ tow: o 1ilid, ®Which scmetizes ..t reiiiped

o
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White Frost had *he first large genersl®merchendise

store but 8 ''r. Mejor- hed the first little stqre*before
’ ’ . .

*

‘Frost came, ’ .

L
- .
*

The

] - .~ ' B . ~ R
reason ;oupgherty was calleé hendersons #lat before

L2
a?

. the railroad came through wis betsuse ~endersoin had & stwill
. L]
there. There were Jist a few’men working for him but every-

one who a&d eny buildinee that were bailt o1t of 1inber got
1

that lumber from lLig -.ill in on- way .r enother., 3one of
them went out and cut the tyc~s &na hsauled ‘her to hisg ~:1il,

. He cut ther. {1 a shure .f what was cit. - cople exenunied
' . AN
asrticles instead of is:ne¢ money. n&y clol'tl LuVe S0 Ver: .

much roney bLut cot slong pretty .well withut it. 1f scmecne
would wan. i buy lunber Uroi hui:, L.t aidu’t nsve the .odey

to pay for 1t, he wculd veyror the lutber withrs hog, ycar-
‘ R By o
LYY v S .
ling or work it oat. 't wes essier Lo éétABy‘Mhen ruﬁﬁtug
_p' s i\e'\&;
neighbors sharcc anvthing they had - &nd they were,blwb§§w£
. A L 4%
refd back whet they loaned nor metier sow siell ine aa%unt

+

F

¢

nor how large .t was. : :

1

“here were n-'t meny sswiilis i1n thet vurt of ithe c untiry
{

and most people u%;‘ the wlein isre thet vere n-{'cat wor
changed. after the reilrusd ca'e through o ore veopLr bought

< -

lumber and hed it shipped from Texes. .
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. Thére were onlv tw~ hot.es better thon ours so -when °
degeribe it don't thin¥ that ~ wes ashamed of {t. Fvery-

¢
.

one hed kavaeg sinflar end they weré uil.we ‘enew.
]

r i .' . -

The oné we tuilt we a log house with two ro me. “here

%

was & window i@ the end of one roor but there vasn't eny
sesh nor clase in :t., “here w»gs & pien sl:de s thet ve

. ) \
could haove 1i~t when pececsrry. 7T heve eater ..er; diners

with a lerp burn’ o for it vould be ton ccld or rein ng 80
herd thet wo eouldn't onen the wirdow, “he do-r wes hor e-

‘e

rede, »f ‘wber And het » butto, ty fasten [t shat.  here

was & fireplece in ore roor tht we Laa g stove to cc - on

e B

in the other. ,

re

* 'The hnuces thet were larg: 'y then osrs-were twar log
L) .

a

]

hruses ab~t eicht feet apart but ur.der-one roJ, the snecs

3

between thei: was a ¥1nd of rall, in other veys fhey were

1l7re ours. . \

- ™he first surmer we d°dn'" uwse '&iches bectuse we ran
” .
. \ '
n1*t oFf metches 8¢ woulc heve had 43 =2 vuato 7. xar efter Lore.

*y >

ve pulled up «~re loeg & 3 get ther on :'rv:?uE*ert ther

birning until we et 1 te & bit of gshes. . . en we let one

birn,all the time. Then-ever was seat o1t after sole coels
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.
[

. .
. ’ N -
4 - . 4
\ ’ "9- A .
. . - N vt ,
- L '
) e .

o

to stert & fire Mother would alwrys csut on me to be sure

»
A}

and cover the fire up #o~¢ vith the eskes sc thet .t would

)
.

keep. 1¢ I hacn't covered it, the log would heve burnqd'up

I3

1o ' - .-
end gore nut or eage|[weulc heve gare 't v shott barnine,

A

1d hrve beon v thout ey wvey t0 build

*

In e.tley cune we w

[
-

w th, 8 .t wun ov.er w drdn't

»

a fire to coov O wWes

wend to keep 1t in tne Lvice.

L] 3

)

- E 7 .
.t‘ 0 \.-vv.‘g,‘ﬁ’gg[,qr Ty {'n‘;k“xrf fnd Yoyl fle

i

: : . ! ‘ L
pfiigce,to vaineevisl 4, “ears, and r v.rred =Y npay « ofis.

1 ,, ; .

(I pever-cgdl-Td nlv Fotaer” ot Shayg .. Ul b, 11 the
't - . . C ,

y sngsters thasi ey ealie She v onap\y o "Pa ans Ma"),

-

There vere ¢ ght y e )® Agen “H oa A w and a tafler

-

w18 tehed to-

-

was fasteurd 10 the vegM»s 1 wes iwe

»‘-9. K

-

e

¥ I:r. "hben T cale

to creeks or tog holes I' hev~ 9o

Y Ty
110~ the wr~ara gnd

pull the firet wse~: ser s, *hey/ -~ Leel v @ »at “he tr- ler-

: oy,
wagon. JIf the crosgirg vee 1 vel ! € g Tev papd,

About ven or fift-en ri‘e~ t1i~ eifg 3¢ ler Dxer T hed tn

'

pull over stoul e wile fror 'Le 21¢ ™id. Thrre vre alwgva

an axe and Lat.ock 1n .ue vaghn ¢’ g tree wes where we

i
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. L L P
couldn't ‘go around it T'4 cut it down, hitch & yive of
.steerslﬁo the tree end ;uil :t 91t 2" the way alﬂ £ on.
N .

It would eke ~t Mt v tan dorg bty rure the trip a4 7 never /

had a ngseenrer, olthourk ~uec in = ~h:) & bo tles er would

oy

camp all ripght vith ~e. 7 '¢ mere pave: T (ighy .dles & day

or twel tv ~iles 2 dav. Ing* owine tn the " "ne o wegiler gnd

[y
—

the cordition ~T rhe rracs.

There was ~ ~ tto #in st “111 Cree: 51t > railraedf

=y
4 L d

One grocerymen took charre of the rrrrop's-cntlon after %

[ ] - A
had besn rin.ed. T hailed %+ -0 "e'nesvil.e {ebut sixteen.”

balea))duméed it in the vards aad ¢t M1 cte £ Y vhica

I took becv ard pave to th  procervmen. 4 )

Beforr leeving he Y.~ tald ne viere v 5> "> the

—

supplies thrt he veeced €ror e vhelee le houses <L of -

1
>

the supplies weve rroceoricg g the wovey (v.de most of the
; “ PN . ~

_ | .
clothes at home. Wother rrde ell : v clrth s, excent cne

suit, uptil 7 was twent; ysm}_s 1.‘}.'3. ‘

i
- BUVTR calT,
f

i

-

On two »r three diffarent trinsg 7 hayl 21 *woent-2lve

barrels of salt that weighed two hundred pounds s dberrel.

That would be twentv-f ve Pundred piunde of selt cn the one-
) Y A N - . . .
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Everynie bouaght sfl1 ty the Yerre

s i

gevaral tliies Tether baa-ht tvo rorplg S p 44 0 late
to put the ecet wn wae  thes Laorl e vl the s wontng

endugh t . last ell tune yerr. 1Y vwmld hor’c fn the Terrels

and he wwmld ha.e o ¢e o eruwhe™ rrns "y o b ~ chonvr ~ i,

Then we woilé te- a nr.. e 22 oM PEoen PARYp,

~

ey ., Dlas Rl h S0 B A AMEE IR b sl ]
LY N [ .

-

‘n thote asys Christ as was salwars celebrated with fire-

worzs lite the Frurth af July is now. 2uit the Fourta of

"Tuly was celebratec by v.enicsé~otcee in a'vhile i rerchrnt
. ?

would heve fireworks left »ver rror Christres eu¢ woul. put

it out f>r swle but thet wes v'ry'rare.f ~
: i

. . ‘ i s -
¥re. Mejor s, who nud the 1 ttle store at L‘me_"herty) gt

&
<

¢ nretty goié supply of “.revor-s.fo> Christicas e v - T ‘

L

A} -
¢>me young ien got teo> much to ér:nr, went 1a the ztore end

-

put hix out of the stire and toor alm-gt 11 »f k- s «upnly

af fireworks ané left.
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For soze retson notie of then were hurt when they shot

-

the, off end they Led & prerd éispley; Tre next day when :

they s-bextd v« ‘hev ver bt w1 d pgtvd bit whed 'he cerege wes
. R -
and puic £ Y 4 ther tirer *hey fourc chenrer fi'¥dwor-s,
& sLller e e O lied twn ook Wdee S n gte v

trees ¢ pch g p and T o mider dnoereh Pale, Te rgde

tveily-¢ St TonE e T ey Chiyr et pevr g ¢ want b

©

tell y  théy oo dec It ¢ eanns o

) CATL CApRRL

1 s

14

Mr. Majore ut s 3% N7fice ‘n 85 s» n'as he herrd tie

railmred wrs codnd throagh, in & titile styre vt wver

-

tuelve £2 t s~uare.

' After the peiirwed care throush Ferry Wellington g~t 8
°&= ce

~

contract t» carry the meil fron Doucherty t~ ;211 Cree: and

I
K

o: ty T shorirgy. I'e »ag to cerry the mail for thirty-five
. dollers s urnthegng br hired e te érive tke cnhach “ar him

for & dolisr end 8 helf 8 dey, vbhich mee m e then he was

L] -

’

gettirs. 1 knovw thet sounds funry but =~ wp e ¢ hinest
praofit. Oome daye trere voudc be ernigh reccorpers to pey
him fift<er cdollers for the trip, »ther csys tlere - wil: be

-

legs but there *-; w'we;s ¢ ~ne, vag verytvaung -t
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‘ Pa flz:" \ “‘ : el
3 -
;“";-

ﬁ Ay : ' N . .

that time, between fifte n 21.d seventeen, but !'r. Yellinpton _ .
’ . ~ - .
knew me read well amd -ose disntt mattap 2d ek, They had o
ot X * ~

to hoy. ogn”i

.1
of eny .7‘3'11'& “ud¢ - f tney h-d enrah

Job thay'd rive v gu>ther,

As ay fether was a prbéech r ke

-

»*

gad *he Tirst oo thuet i bywent, &

~

2

yourg ren, he leushed

nerve t»n whar %, Ve

way to gat 1 to Yroubl thet vour W

- ¢

a:x¢ th-.t he never neg¢ neeteu > e, ™

the 8.l route %tney rear pod
C . . )
winenocater, 9. he ¢ acnerter lald ar the

+

ve hnd fou1 norses

of two horses, then the

.

iravs

let th- ?imt one r-st.
/1. ' 9
m~st »f tha tine,

. ) .

There wus an exc te ¢t at -~ ah

the wh-tes #nd Incisng - and ny ro>taer begs-d xe ant

but there wes no way out of goiug.

i & IS (i

nac dne Ly we wnl, ag
aext .ay we as=d tha 2

the .

s

sonc¢e in you betore they would riva/&nu e jd

A
v

T v+ 0ne
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I had an Indien friend et Doughertw}whn wags na ed Tom

Hayes,20 1 got Tom to go with me on the tr:p. We stavec up ¢
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1f & neightor get sic: his crop wis te'.er care of and

worsed tne swi e w3 if he waw ding ul.
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1 wus 8 water buoy Por the gracing crow uni¢ tuen tae

train crow. B tn trens.ents end formers wol' e¢ on the rail-
“ N L

rpad{ whea they wouid come toa setilement all in thst com-

€

mua1ty who wanted to wor were gllowea to.

There-were.ceips 81l elor.g the wey - sbut te: or

persans would

be in oie ce p.- They clways Led &-cuy

fifteen miles ‘epert. .. hiuaarsd-agzd .0ty to twe hunared

dssary

where you could buy anything that you wented. an engine was
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. kept running as close to the ereding bs coskible. Tt carricd
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The larzest blest th: t°1 knew saything ebou~ wee xlexn

479

<
<
- .
.
L

they—literelly blew the end Aff of & rountedn. (Arbuckle’.

They put f£:ve hunured <egs, (@ t pounds o7 »awier i cal

and rolled a ™c¥ es big g & huse rt- the r'ver, (11

the men tad to Ce wen to cl-z . @y ke o 7, g 7 tre

wi1ncows ard knaered thirps Tw~= <halyer ©r fap lrs

eround. Everyene ¥rew that thoy wsérs ¢ofng to me - te’

*

blast but didn't r-~~ thr 2ete #4 v VF broper,
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A§9uarry wes started four or five miles mouth.of
. i ¥ T ’
e \ ‘l‘ 1 .
Dougherty, and 8 half mile from the blesting of the m.uun-
tain, and & rrc* crusher wag ppt in.” "hey made white
flinty rocv intobgllest for the roascbed. (These dre still -

¥ .

in use.}.

A iNISH: ™ RATLFOAT.

. ' &
The first cosches wwuld come on to the -ep~ts—ss sonn

as they were made. "The wo cnaches ;and 8 beggage

csr. The last few riiles of travel would be reel slow but

sand hedé been

vould be faster when they were where the
worked and finished,

The mail éas brouaght :n the trsin as soon as the depot
" was estab}ished or s veryAéhort tine afterw%;d.

EART N 1888, o

4

When 1 was sev- nteen years 2ld we :S?eﬁ t> where Lart
is nowe At that tiire therg was 13 storé nor ost C?ffce.
There were twelve white femilies living on farws in that

settleventa The rext yesr lots of people ceme ip snd they

‘
S ’ﬂ\

: o
got & post ofti%e, *\e wenﬁ to Stonewall for our groceries
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but that wdbjxéd fér to go for the mail. E§ery two weeks
1 iould»gp by horseback to wynnewood for the meil. That

would have been swventy riles for the Tound trip if i had .

-

foliowed the r:ad but when we went horseback we never

S ee T Qsed) GO Ge BV Vi ove NP O PO o ® ABOROCO® va P BEGE sq g

followed & road. Fe would just set s course or get the .

a

direction -to the place where we wented to g3, then go across

the preirie snd wonds.w The horse could cross & streen any

~
. Ly

place 1f it came to one withou, thipring .gﬁout g ford or
ferry so gven.thét didn't worry e persoi.

When & white man came into the Territorymhe wag mede
to pay.five‘dollarswfof é p{éaYt to- live =2né obtvain & living
in the Territory - that wes et first. Thi- permi¥ allowed
the person to own four milch cows gnd & team. . Nothing wes
said ebout hogs but they let you have as wany ss you wanted.
Thers was free range and hogs coul. keep'fét the yea; round, .
S0 everyone hadﬁplenty of hogse. Once in 8 while a farmer
would hsve sey;nty~fiVe or & hundrec¢ head of cattle sand get

*

- + .
an Indian to luy clein on them so he would nit have to pay e

extre on them.
" If the wsn didn't psy the perm.t all “they could 4> was

for the "'ilitia(whites and maybe an Tndian Foliceman, to

meke ‘him loed up and escort him to a state line.
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‘A8 Boun as. théy left him theTe was nothing to keepl, ..
‘ LI R "

£ P

him from loading up end returning to a @ fferent pér€ of
the Territory. I only knew of three families being put out

and they were too contrary to pay the permit.

RN « P o - - Y . I & - o o Bt . o - .-
About four years after we came here eveiyone declded not

to pay and the militia would have h&d to ii>ve the whole ‘Ter-
ritéry out so they discontinued the permits.

‘the lessing of lané is hard to explain. There wes no

ies promised

7

money exchenged ffém elther side but both pert

to pay the other & certasin sum of money whi : hey bo>th knew

that they wouldn’t need to pay. The Iudian promised to pey

tenty-four dollars an acre for every aére that was put undex

cultivetion. The v*ite men was t6 build a house, barﬁ, dg

a well of wat » . and fence all the land thet was in culti-

€

vation with a hog-proof fence (rsil fence). And he was to

pa} the Indisn a dollar & year rent on each acrek The Tent-

E?ally the

' \

Indien was giving the white man 8 farm,for twentysfour years.

was just discounted from wiat the Indisn owed so

The. if he should decide to move he left the improyements.

As & gencral thing I would mske an egreer.nt between the

LS

Indian snd snother white man who would téke Ty imprdvements

~

gt o~ -
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for a certain price. Therge were lots of newcomers coming
. - A -

“through 80 i't was easy to find someone to teke your place.
You could lesse as meny, acres s you cotld put into culti-

vafiqn. IT you kept the Indian a friend t» you'he would

work it eny wey to help you = like clsiming your cattle’ss ™

S

thet you could own theia.

.

n

)

OPENING OF.THE "POT" COUNTRY.

-

Fether next filed on forty scres f griuad in the "Pot®
country. As ypu see,‘he kest\going to the newer places and °
starting Qéwlhﬁmes. i persoﬁ-had to stsy on a claim for Pivik
years to get' a patent, then pe could mke a deed when he
sold it. It wes ridge #nd t1 ber lend vhere he wes, He
built & gord three-ro m hé&se, lef%,foﬁr acrés in timber
Ubecause*he might neeﬁ it ané put tﬁirty—six aeres in culti-
vation.? There wer%jbwo @;§ces‘p§‘land\vacant two years af'te:
he filed on his, one was &n eighty and the ather wes a forty
acre tract, and they ;ere both a helf =ile from his place.

I could heve filed on them if I had wented the- but I knew
'that i wouldn't'stay for five years on any one jlace.: He
stayed long enough to sell and give g dee., the~ we filed et

L)

¥ingfisher. o ‘ N
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e goid his cotton but the corn and potatoes yere'kep£ |

for s own use and he never thought of selling the chickpné

a?é/egga. Mother would raise from tro to three hundred

/4&1ckens in a year but I don't sup ose she knew just how

L many she did heve. Vhenever she wented to, she %Ould éo ;ut'
end kill a couple but -~he very seldom killed one st ¢ éime.

s s
In 1895 I csme beck from Texes on & trsin to Wynnewo d,

then walked twelve miles to my sister's an; she took re
twenty miles. to where 1 was going the next day.\ I never
tﬁought'anything sbout walking twenty miies then ‘or if we
didn't heve o ho¥se, we walked.

© CENTER. \
\____’_’/' \ . P -

In 1895 Center had a popdla%ian of five hundreé¢ bat
everything has moved to Ada since the reilriad was built,
I yorked.at the cotton g;h as there was 1yts of cotton
aro’.nd Center. I als5 got marricd th‘re.ﬁ _ )

?ér‘thirty-}:ve or forty deys the gin/ﬁgfer stoﬁ'ed.
Tﬁe crews worked and‘thqy wor-ed f-r twelve hours s day in-

stesd of the hours we have now. Cotton came from »11 direc-

Hions and it was thirty-fiie miles to the ncarcst ra’lrosd =t

~\ngggrood.
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One time I toék the cotton and sold it and when I had.
paid the_bills I had three hundred and fifty dollers‘in my
pocket. I naver’égs afraid of being rnbbed by an Indian'but
I waesn't so ;ur;'about the whiteé. We had a Int of good
wp}tes but there were some that were not so éowd. I'deéidéd
to wait until sundown an¢ then drive home ét night. The moon
was shining brightly. . “

‘ I saw tw% wen walking toward me after T had gone sbout
the right disténce from towg.for a hold-up. I raised the
T ‘ :
Bideboa;g&;ﬁﬁ~laid the goney under it and pr#ssed the side-
boerd d>wn to hold it. “hen £hey stoppeé rie they to0ld me -
that they had camped down therroed and iheir horses had got
sway. They asked me if I hed seen them a1Ki 1 had psssed them
about & hundred yards back. They than ed me ahé 1. suprnse
they found the horges #n a little while for they had been
greziﬁg along the road.’ *

Y. ADA.

There was one store and a blacksm th shop but 1 don't
remenber neies as I would 1i-e to. Then when the railroed

cane, all~the little cpuntry stores flocted into Ada.
j ,
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HUNTING.

4

I use to bunt 8 1ot just for sport. 4t m ght I hunted
for raccoons, opossu 8, fox, The skins were s> cheap that
I bhardly ever skinned an opossum. A big raccoon would bring
a cuarter, an opossu had to.be 8 go-d and big one to bring
8 nickle. I had seven'hou%ds thet enjoyed the huSting es
wmeh as I did.

LOCTYRE.

There wes & cdoctor at ' ynnewn @ agp one at “tonewsll, .
Some of the people liked one end others liked he other one.
Both of the. c¢arme to Hart when they were sent for. They ~
woulé charge ten dollars for 8 twenty-five mile trip.

¥y mother,Prisdlle Redford, was & doctor but didn't
have 8 djbloma. She hsd hér saidlebegs And pony end they
would send for ten or fifteeﬁ\miles around tqlgétkﬁer. They
paid her for whet she did for tgeq. I{ thers wes something
serious the matter she.told them to g0 'or one H»f the other
or real doctors, She ;lways doctbr;d ué herself snd 1 don't
think we ever were very sick'for.she started in on us st the

first éign of our feeling bsadly.

-



L, o
RELFORD, .2A€K, | ;
--

Rod ) ”R: S w24

L

-, 3iCuiD  INTERVIEW. 12467,

-
P

Bill Mood& wasg the gg;fgaygégigg‘thé wiid horses at
Hart,:but 1 was one of the onéé‘h%ié%ng.hlms_'Thgre were
forty in Shg\&:ove and fhey wef@k;bbut neven ﬁu;es‘sputh qr'
Hait, betweer there and Sulphqr.'<5ulphyr'§§§‘Juét é gettle-

ment tut there were white people ‘here. Coire one had cé;ed'

"the springs there w.th hollow logs which héd been hore
sro nd to let the water ~ut.
Té.catch the wiid horégg/;;/hqglt wings of brush for;é
half m'le,in a ¥ shape with the corral st the nerrow end.
There wes & wide gate.as sn open*nghiéiiﬁiﬁfﬁffﬁjfil‘_zj;
was mede out of logs instead of poles so thet it would be -
more substentisl than the ones used st ££e Terms. The ends
of the iogs were nSfched and they were lasicd live the wayﬁs of
8 house eud s8 high.es the housé. Thé coOrners were braéed
by 8 pnst being sct deep in the ground tnd s log leaning,
or braced, sgainat it. It had t' be built stout so that
they wouldn't knoek !t down:when they would run and Jump up
sgainst it..
1t was just ey dangeroius to be in that esrrsl after we
hed got behiﬁd the. end croQéed thse until taey ren into it,

I

as.t> be in & lion’s den. They would right you snd they did -
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~‘rope would be put on his head snd feet to hold him aud the

not kick'eitierg they eana‘aﬁ you héad firat, bfting.and
pewing. They ,.dfdn','t do that if they could get awey but™
as a last chance at frecdoms

After fﬁey were -in the corral, a horse was roped arouqd

the neck end he'd heve tc be choked until he Tell, Then a

2,

.

"first wes loosened go it wouldn't chove hir t> death. Once

in a while it would kill him before they eould get it off.

NORMAN, IN 1897, )

[ -

’

Normen was & go»d sized town in 18297; the Asylur for

InsaﬂE’was there but every third\hpu§e was empty. There were

five or six gtores. Br egs end'Runyon'owned theilargest.
\ \

There was a driveway between the twy tuildinps at e

-

asylur and lots;of times I have driven a spen~~f mules in.

° -

there snd sold a whole wagonlosd of truckgerfen stu"f io tkre .

]

institution.

~

The railroed came to Norman in 1873, The sch~ ls vere

there before 1 went there.

~N



