
"' * • " 462
BEDFORD, ZaCK GaCJllD TN .̂-iHVIE.V - ^ 1 8 4 6 7



REDFORD, ZAGK, ' SECOND XNMVIEW. 1E467

463

..Indian-Pi->ne.or t;ir,:.nrv, rr.-g^'t. for

Field -vo name

This- ropor.t nia'de on (date-) omhar P.1 , î fe1
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Grace Kel ley, Inves t iga to rs
December 2 1 , 1937. .

"AN IIJT- RVIE?' rLTH 7ACmr RKBFORD
I7r"WAH, O

When I was f ive years old my fa the r decided to go with

a l o t of other fo^k to ta>e up lent! in Texas as t h a t st? te

had la'nd tha t ydu c.*>ulo hor.estec-d. !y ft ther wos a regu la r

pioneer ap h" wouic £•'• to o nev; plnce and stay long- enoipl.

tq ovrn the piacf , then s e l l ' tt ?u.c r.ove o.i. to s"> e o"th*-r

locfcli ty th«it WBK o?en to h >. e s t eod^r s .

At fiaxter Sorings the re were a number v.no t i m e d bick

as they were af ra id to cr:> s the l:iuien Terri tory.- ' h e r e w

a l o t of crying t t thp ps r t i n f ;>*' fr iend? wno never exff.ctt-

to see each other ago: n in this
s

There wer<- twenty wagons in '.he t re in t f i t t t - f inai iy pot

s t a r t e d on the .way. None of ther. mni !;pc'< except t i i r i r teai s .

We had tvo w*-'ons vitn* -;;ul tee.:.s but we c r r i t - d very l i t t l e

f u r n i t u f e . 1 would cel-i i t a car .p. nr-o i t o tT i t n*v for r.e

cookec on a car in^re 6-nd s l ep t on the's-r^unf?. Tiiot:cvv.-re ^

mother ••nd f e t t u r t :»V; tv?o -*f us ch i ld r ca . "e cMilore:. ro^t

in the beck o*' the wepon. 7

' fie passed two In r i an vhtlecc- b i t \ . ' o \ ' t re:.c'..bt-r rhi-l

t r i b e s they belonged tD. F ur s a i c i ^ r s rooe in front of e l i
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pf the ifagons, others were scattered a l l along the t ra in and

then t&ere were sone vho rode behind, foth^r told my s in te r

and me not to rnioe the \*'.pon ine^t ; no ^nt t^ r wh-1 heprened,

b'ut I vras curious and wonted ti see whet the Indiana looked

l i k e , so when we >cmne abreast of a v i l lage : peej>rd o i t but

I was so csref'il that ] <i ^n*t-belie^e th^ir c >.ili hnv»- sreri

me if thev t.- ' v;f*n lo A, ng r ight t-t the war'n. "h^re vere &

hundred ->r rr.̂ r>- .r^ ind tep^c-f. They 1^ '-ed li>p rvuic t->nts

to ne but I don't t'.Lnk there were any re^uler t e - t s i r the

bunch Qnc* ' know there re re n> ĥ uj>«=s of t r.y '-ind a"f>np the; .

To didn' t ctinp near those n\(i the rol* xrrs ?tf-yed w th u's un-

t i l we yrere ru i te e wey pest them.

f.ne ni *ht vre ha^ arvpb ;-nd r r Inci^.-r., v»ro cou^d telk

Fnglish, ytf s talking vith -zy fa ther . He vpntec t"> trade, an

Indian g i r l nnd a por.y to n.y father f <r''ry s i s t e r • nd vie

vere ve r ; ^worried for_fef:r re ther r r j l d trm.*. I t see ec to

us tha t , 8s he T o d d j f ' t the t ^ - t of t>-p btrpain^he .i/?ht be

terpted t? t rade . ^

I don't -̂nofr the 'exect r^^te.-ve •£.)•"» ; >t '< *ntej:' c the

Indian Terr i tory ct Pr x ter SorinfB ont I thiiv ve a."? ly

Muskogee or Fort Oibs^i. -o located at :"ort Vorth which i s
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right south of Goinesvilie so I inngine we mrde o dieponal
V

l i no from Baxter '"prints toCeiuenv: l i e Oio.- cou ldn ' t

. E?ey fpr c e r t a i n . * • "

We l i ved in l oxap ' fo r ten. y.e8rs ;..ii then dec: cieJ to no've

to the Ter r i to ry ; ' I .vfn f i f teen years -old an/ r.rove:. " .0 had"

one wagon and a yoke 01 oxei. on t h i s trip-.*

'. There wa? e ^ a r r ^ / c a l i e ^ 'down's forry et <:. int-.svi' le

the t wag'run by t> white r.nu." *Fr.r.. tn*"*re ve o l . owed the

GeinesviRe ro&o -to C )a^h«Tty. • • •

" ' >e atopi-ed on tue voy .i^e p.c<ec c^ttor. »')r t h m we^^'s*

?he 1̂ -ad wosgood ; n they p^t f r c i a h'IT- t ) a b: li . -f cot ton

to the ac re . e \*ere pe c u uolie-r i- h.rdrt-d i".>̂  ; a c IT:. .

(Ti.rt i s f-ror." r r t e rn *J ivei.ty-i'.ve err.ts ore ths.-; thev are .
> •

paying nov,- anti^it was e a s i e r o t t j r . . ̂  0 cv t he : . } . '

We passed A r ^ r t .^rwyi; but » t was ca l l ed liendiJrs-ii's

Flot then. -3-sfcv, 1CQ\ ; ris ne*-r the re , e \ter^ c;--c^d r::i • •

VTKS- to ld th^ t . so ^ !n.'. :f-'.s wcr- poin^' t^ Jr .v- ' -s ^ e'cc-ctlo

acrnrs the a sh i t a ".ivrr co ! v-nt Jr . : . t s vr tch tne.i. f

c-),;rse •' had be- n told a l l ? r t s of st ^r .-s ^bo. t t:.'? .noif;'is

so . was a l i t t i o .atrutc > ' the , vc-t th \ SM;? < c-iri M« ? t r ee v

r.ece u<e wa-rit to see tner . ' • e f the. ro re b ic» r . n c lo thes
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but oth^rp h«<l on s to re c lo theo . :»ir.oat "evtPy-body wore

s lx-shootere at- thu t t i n e . I f you sew 3o-.ebod- without one-

he vas usui.13 7 o preacher . . ..o 'boso Indians a l l n«d s i x -

ahootnrr. .< t r : ~ e<l on. '^Kr-t 'th,> i'r.o 1 r> t e- go »t» l.ooi ^ a t

thein they n i l a t a r t - d wl.^v; r.*r o^d shro-ting to i. .v• * toe c a t t l e

. g-> .nto the - :v t . r b'tt : forgot a l l ' a b o u t the c u t t l n fi':d s>ip-

p->p.a«»d they v. r« .r«n.i: y -mid ' 1 ' a o i c a r.«i.: '. a ».u+.t ;»'•?>>•

ground.

*y fp th r r , U-r'r>. t d f i r d , vftc t ' i ^ i n ' r ; ••roach r,

Baotir.t; T >r t>* -> ye:r-- r.e mr, ^ a r .:tt but the re^t ^f -the

t i - 'e he j j ? t . r : L . " c A? r -o.;.e Sc! he'»r*.s e .'. r - r fca wel.1 as

-. fry . ljp*\se3t <f ' i »>gf: sa e r
i »

end c l^se %: eyre t> rii- o.--» r v i l l r aar. e.iat t / V. shouin^o.

Ke wvjlc1 c-. e i u :d be at :.;. r « >r t? - «;r ;. .r^e i^ys

vher. he r")t cl «̂»- ~-> .io- e ).i -s t r .>, ,tr ",: ^o ")• *" "> ihe

'i.ext s top . . "• went r.ors^bf? p- r t ::* t l - tr*. r- u»t >stly

went in e h : y. 'Jr ' t^lly !'•• wo'ilC stny T-th v.'»i te people .

but there v i s : .« n e t t l e n t wh ^- th ( > r" v > e r p >:il y • '* *f'n{1

so h#» stayed with a r ' . - i J or. ' f f i - y v h ^ f ch Idrer. c>.>-«l ta lk

i n g l i s h but the o ld s r o-o.^ c o u l d n ' t . ":e -a.d thnt the j
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ones 3at around and looked friendly but that the you:,grr

ones yiho had gone to' school talked v,i th hlr;.

There were forty r..iler- v>«twpen r^ugherty end r p r l vith

not a house brtveen. ~hp .^ettlprp osl^ed this thf* '^rp.fr
< • • ' ' '

T r a i l .

I ' v e s^en fr^i nevr • t y - f ivo to a Yy^rrr deer in ?•

arove fror. t h i s t r n l .

One t i n e rv* n l o t ' - r v,r - *.<• 13 thp+ ?h^ «r>" c>"i"*v f ">r ^

1

t h i r t y dey v i s i t rnd t h ^ t fh'* rMi lc 'li}-«- t o e c t so r %i\'-

t u rkey rchile she \tes n e r e . , rugt fo r fufL' w^r.t o-it ev^'r/

morning end f n t fro;;- on«- t i t^o t.'.r/;•"•««. ' o u r s f UP co'il'd

not e a t the : t i l bu t th- ' ro v^ere t . l i . v t er r r . / 'w . lc 1 tu r - ' ev*

wasted i n t h o r e rtevr fvf- v ; ^c e?te-:» "•ob^v ri«o~.->r: ••.-* ,-^^W

wi thou t -iieet i f the? T>nt-d i t . Thf»y c^ ' i l^ ju-'t. <ro n \t n e r r

t h e house:- i n Jl\<~- v.), ,r • :. • r e t R^P.-^-<=.! - n - t -.e *L- • n p f ^ d

thejn and bv g n n r ou t i n Dh." ' .orrra-- »; WQTP ,*. j rn r^ r o t r

tur^tey. r eop l e r^+. t r-" 1? o*̂  d^er nen t • : c **** t^^ •• - sy ^ ir .er

k ind of v i l d £p? e . , " ^^n1 *=>•>•• ^^^ ,f-v^-.- ^ r f ' - . - o * t ^ r " 1 . if

t h e t i r - e " i 1'• t wss c> »-0 r *.r.t - P r i . t ^o^ r^<^ *> »">•"•

co 3«-. ' ' -

•ve b<=»on L'r : t TT o r r> i rh- i r ' '«*v ^ d . n p ' P I ^ T •<•/'•' hpve

0 e >r tv>"» tur'--e\r8 r> ' '—k*jcV . • \ ••tv f* v - . i l c . c o - ' 1 *n*.-) «?•* -b • .
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u s ' i f ' l l y r a n a c r o a o *.he vo- •, ,<no . ' c j . J s l h; v e t j s h o t t o
*

s o e i f ** . ' h . t , _ t . ^ f c t v i " • ? • : d n n . i d t ; r - i ; t j v < ; r w . t h m y

' f ' ) > t t •> •) '0 vsh r o T l I. t . t >UJ i " V M i ". x.-iv ; ; n w e n -: so

nuch h-* • c - . i l d i aay that w

nev<T '.h •'•. ht *,hu ; h

f "•i-> <b if • p;v ; : • • <!*,? t JV. I ;. 1

, *• ^ • i d o

1 f -sch ' 1

v.T.ea we

f i r s t h c t ' i t.-e.r- . :•»>.• r 1- - .<:r . v ^^ j, : t ^ ;- •:• .:,.;..• t i- ,i,vt

* /
8 •'. ,;• \ e '•% ' ' . u . * ir\:-.Pi/.

, »

i , ; r. ' • " ' ~ ' « - r i % - i n r . t &1 - •, ; . . . c n : t n c ' k

ia c'ii*/v. t o.. \r ;- r:-^

nu y,-.-: c ̂ i . rat TTrl >v.. c.:i- u ; e Y e r . e1. x i : -" .up

f t

' t «- tr • r-. : i r > t

-. t . \ *r • i

locfe t .r . v- i t ; v : .- l ^ l a , which s o m e t i m e s lc-

r. l] .p.round TO-UI t ) w »•. :i^ t . -
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White Frost had 4hp f irs t larg* general*merchandise

store bu.t a >'r. Major- hed the fir^t l i t t l e store before

'Frost ceme. ' , ' •
• ' • • . •

The reason louph^rfy v/as.called Hendersons *^lat before

• the r a i l r o a d car^ torouph wan because '-^nderson had a stv»iill

t h e r e . There viere j ' l i t a fow'rten working for him out ev» ry~

one who iifid ?-ny bui ld ing- that vere b i i l t o*io of •i'i.'.bt-r fcot

tha t lumber from his -All in on- *ey -r €nother« .ioi^e of

theBi went oat and cut the ti"-<~s hna hauled -her- to h i s . i l l .

. He cu.t then for a shnre >f vh«t whs c ; t . • oople excna.^ed

a r t i c l e s innt^ad oi isin,v raoriey. UHV aiGK't navfc so ver;.

much rroney but pot alo.'.£ p r e t t y .well with mt i t . If scneone

would vran, z>) buy lu : .b ' r '."roi.. hi: ,lit Qj.\iu'i at»\e the ..ohey

to p&y for i t , he would oayior the lumber »ithn> hog, year-

l i n g or v.ork i t ou t . "t T?es e&sier to ^e't^by ^

neighbors shared anvthing they,hed - end they

paid back *bxt they loaned nor luetter uov- b i u i l tLe tis£(uut

n:)r ho"w l a rge >t wns.
4

""here Trere n t lueny sB*^i l i s :n tha t por t ol' t u t c uutry

and 'pos t peo-ple tike the n lb ia i~jr& t ha t \^-re n - t ' e a t uor

changed. After the railro&d CH? e through :> ./re oeopie bought

lumber and had i t shipped from Texas.
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6 The;re \*ere only t in hot.rs be t te r thon o'ura so -when *

describe i t don't thinv that * was ashamed of I t . Fve*ry-

one had hor.a^s rsin^lar P 1 ^ th^y w»re" a! 3 • ve
r

^ p ono ve b u i l t wp a l o r house wi th t r o r o ^ .

was a trir.dow i^i th*» end" of one ro"»rr but t h e r e v&gn't uny

snsh nor r l a s " in : t . rnh<?j'f» was a pi an' s i : r e s< t h f t ••*»

could hnvf1 11 "> ^ wh°.'i c ece^s 'Ty . I hfve f»«tfii; .-.cry di rrier

with a Inro b':rn' f f o r i t ^^uli ' be t-o"> cc ld or r^ in .ig BO

hard t h e t w .couldn';i o^e i^ the ^i}<<5')w. 'h^ do >r was 1H« e~

nede, of •u;.b»B"P pnrf he-' » butt<v + J fppten - t s h i t . here

was a f i r e p l a c e in ore roor fo t ve l-t,o G r t r v r to cc '• on

in the o t h e r .

The ho'tpea t h e t vf^re l p r g ; y- thf-n <j:;rs-were

houses ab'^'t nipht feet apart but u'.der^orie r

trften then was a -*ipd of 1"«11, in oth^r F&ys

, thf s p t c e

hey were

"he f i r s t s'lrimer v-e d! tin", vise -.ftches beet use we VHW
T

\

o i t of inptches ,8-.c v^ul d hfve h&£ t ) •,-> \ a to " - x a s &f^ter

'•'e, p u l l e d U]> •j^r^e l ops P >3 §et thf.r on ? T v UUS-. '--er-t t h w

n g - u n t i l ^o ^o t o \ t e a b i t of a s h e s . . '. eii ve l e t

a l l t he t i r . e . hen^eyer vas spa t o i t a f t r r SOJ e c o a l s



HEUCnD, l-ACK.

472
12467•

- 9 -

to start a fire {/other vnuld alwrys cnut'on me to be sure

and cover the f i r e up rcnc8 ri'th the pstcs sr tfcpt i t would

keep. 3 *' I havn't covered itjt .hr log would neve burnod up

epd gore iu t or eiBefwoilc. heve- fti.c • t r rh.v:t barninr.

Jn t'.thev cr.fie we w ikld hr.ve bt oi; ?: thout ray vr.y to build

a f i re to CQOK or WCKUI w th . s . t wun F Y . er v.t d idn ' t

nt to i t in VUG ;.vi<?e.

r if - W 'I

produce .to

(I never

Y.r -;

• "drove, e freiRjit, v.y

hi.-. Tftiior" ut t -. t \ .sl-h. '11 the

, There v.cre c pht y *'•«

was fasteufjd .o the "a,

gether vrith a l l th" oxer^ to "\e

to creeks', or bog holes IT h r v

pull the f i r e t v.bc:. ecr ?.r , 'h

wagc«i. If the cros^iipr vi? i ^ \ ' ' r c s r r.v

About t« n' or fift-.en i i 1 e- i'l i - ri'-'p i ' '{oc :

pull over rjbout e ialr> f»-o: 'ho olr -"->f(\ ""}

t r - 3 er-

tn

en axe and l- in .ue ^PO where
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cou ldn ' t go around i t r f & cut i t dotm, h i t ch a yo>e of

s t e e r s to *.h« t r e e and ^u l i ' t o i t -)p +.h° way 8\"1 r,""1 >n.

I t would toVre »»i'ht - T tn-. dovs t> rw'1-'* *.w.c t r i p H U" f never

had a nap^p'^-'-r, ^lth^)u.'vf; ^nc in ?, -rn" a bo t l e ^ p r TfMuld

eaiq> fi!3 r-'-f^ht r^+.h r«». "*'<•' W-V-P r̂»vf»: r t i ^ h t . . l ien t» doy

or twei tv ' H O P P. r<p.y. jn,?* >\<r n,'- t^ the ' "nH >f "^a lher end

the c»rdi t inn ^1* 'he r^a/r. .

Ther8 vns " " tton p 'n a t ' " i l l Crfe< but xn r f i i lnndv

One grocoryman took chnrra of the f m ^ r ' s cr.tton nf tor - t
• —

ha$ be^n ,"ln.;<*<<. T hoil^fl t o r e " n o s v i l - e ( r b - u t sixtci-*.: -

ba l ea ) ; dumped i t :n the ynrdn e«d f ' t + i c tr. f r i« vl.U-u
„ *

I toov bee1- ar.d fsve to th p,rooei"ynrn.

Before 3epvinf he ^'.'1 roi^ re v! p r t- f" ' " " the

supplies th ' t he -ere* d frx- V.i* v-jicle? It h:u'se. '•'.> e of

the supplijie rejrf^OS^^^-1-^-^^ itvst oî  the

clothes at hone. Vother r.rde ell :x clr>th s, except one

suit, urti 1 T ^RF twent/ yf ars ii'3.
i

^ "AIT.

On two or three d i f f e ren t tri"V8 T h o ^ ?•! t\»o:«t"-,i*: vo

b a r r e l s of s a l t t ha t weighed two hundred pound? e b a r r e l .

That would be t ^ e i t y - f vp hundroci r»->ur:dr of s a l t on the one
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trip". I hmi tarpaul ins* to cover the^ wagons coming back, •

but neVer bothered to c ver% tho c ; t t ) n os the re in T?ouldri*t

hur t i t .

Everyojfr i> aght s*l1 by Ihc- Verre} r. the "all

several th^e.- f e tho r b^a^ht' tvo b i . r r - i s * T ! t to •'•- .!*>tp

to put the ee.t .An: wxn- t-*i«-

en^ugb t . l a s t 1 fill tuo yrr-r.

and-he w>ulu hn.e to ^I'.TS' r. vi

Then we w i l d tc:--- a ru...e.- s

•. i t h - ' ""

r. r1- *r. the

- r .-\r. " '>"*;/ u b -

J V.I

;u thoce aays Christ as was always cclebr£it''d with f i re -
i

rrs l i - e the F>urth of . ruly i s now. !:at the Fourth ol"

July was celebratec by plcnicsf- odct in a'vrhiif i. nerchrnt

would heve fireworks lef t >ver Tror. Christr.Hs uv.[\ T^OUI,: put

i t out I'DP snle but that wes v- ry rare . '

ci.r, Majors, vrho nud the 1 t t l e store at Tvarhc-rty^ fot f

a pretty go id supply of ". re\^or-s>f .^J Christmas n.o y ' r . ',

S>nie young ).ien ^ot tc ^ ^ucti to dr. n>, m.nt In the .^tore t.-r]

put hii'; out of the st>re arjc1 too -̂ alir^st ; 11 of h -s supply

of fireworks and l e f t .
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For so.^e ret son none of then vterc hurt when they shot

the., off end they Ued F< prrr.d ciapl?y. The next day when «

they sj-bert d u;> <\ir-y v--^ t ' d osf-V^ hi- *hfl 'lie ctrrpe

and pti 0 ff I ,t thf-i- tir,t« *hry f'-vi r chf-nror Pî f

^ ij.-tin .% VI: u • «» : r ; l : fd tvp ' ch h-lcr >̂ T> at-.

t P C t S U ' . . ". ' . .̂ fcl p M M ' ^ ' ^ ( ' " T ' n P i C ' 1 * ) I *• . ' (* I •{• i

t w o i . t y - f \ - • ' . **t" ''* *•"' • "! f h v ' rt r*,att f" ' ' f 8!K '

t e l l y i t h d y ;$'> .. d e c J' » C5ir:n^-•.'.

Mr. J/njors "*\it s >~~-3t Office n sr» s~> n'fif? h^ ho-'rcl the

railr">od vra coi.ir.g t h n a r h , in & i:tU» at^r^ n -t -ver

twelve f? t s^unre.

After the ra i l r -ed ca-e thr^u.'h,Ferry VTellinp'ton p?t 8

contract t i carry the na i l fron Coufherty t~- : i l l Creek e^d
/

Ou to T sharing^. Fe ^as to cerrj' "̂ he Ea'il for th i r ty- f ive

dollars a i^ntlfi^nd- hr hjred i-* t°c criv ^te coach ^or him

for a dollar end a hrlf a dov. vhich wts ^ T * 1 th' n he TTUP

^ . • -

ge t t i r f . I knov thr-t sounds funny but ^^ we IT. honest

p r v f ' t . T̂ me dayp fhere rrulr" be er.^iph ve-r.r<*rF&Tr t^ ppy

him fift*-er dollars fr-r the t r i p , >ther csys Merc *• M;lr. be

less but there * • ^ {f̂ vrtya r/v T . r . " rap v ^y-yo,;inp *-t
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t h a t t ime, between f i f t e n p.'.d seventeen, but !*i*. '̂

Vnev me- real well n^3 ' >>> d 'Cn' t v .^ t ?r .> * . tc!*-. Th.w hrsi **'

to huv- o^n-%iaence in you br^ore th*y ?-nuJ d -ivc./yoa e. ĵ >b

of any VA td*ti u£ f tno7 h* «i on vi.-h ? n 4 . :we f> - v *• one

job they 'd r ive VJU nm' .her . . ""

Aa ay fothor WRS a ixrbfif'h r L* PV<T c - r r ' ed a f.i \

yjr'g rron, hf1 lnu»?Led ot .e .-o, rch. thnt 1 c.dn1^ bnvc
• ^ *

to w p r i t . Fe said thf)t,, to werr s gun ^ f o t^)od

y to g^t i t^ vroubi th. ' t r o u b{- b»'.r.', t-> ,- t t ->:t o^

8:k.r t h ' t lir- nev r lu^t n-)e;:Gu o* e. tv»it vrh^t. I 'rr ' ; ^.'.ve x

tho. iio*l route tney re<vj r t J r.e t> oorry 5 r\\ --sh> l e r ond

V'incn.^fcor, t o - . "he <• nci*c"tor l&i'c3 or the s s r t be^ 'ae no .

Ve had f-xn n o r s r ; h îc; one r.y *o « n i ^ ike on. t - e r

. oi* two horses* liietn the «sxt -ay 'Abased the atk^r ' t e i _ . nd

l e t th'. fi rfvt one r - s U ! ar-)ve the r t E s^nd t r o t the

rr^st of thfi t icie.

There TVBS an exc tc e:*t nt ~ ?h >ir.! ~-- - t r r a t l * brtwier

the xcK'tea f-nd Inci^ns - and ny r a t h e r b§g?'-d r>e not t^ ?->

~ but theire was no «ay out of goiug, . ti

I had en ]ndien fr iend e t Doughert" who *ns nr.-ed Toih

Hayes^so I got Toia to go rrith me on the t r i p . We stay*4** up
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all niplit" visit!np his friends sS 1 -wos nov-r aRr id 'of
< • • ,

an I n d i a n ' f t H e r H h o t . I %8s h\$ f r i end , ho IWJR t h e i r

; . ' r . ' "* . • • ". ^
'*tri"end, so. they •werp ny ^r i °ndp . ;T a e t "n very

Indian rca\d end so T 1;r'- th»t t r -> -«-'i' t; -es Mf tf»> ^ ^

oui t carrying the ' i aa f l . 4#'T h*»l!e«'e'T jinvo lad inn ^r iends 5

* * •* i> ^ • , . » • • • •

* •• - ,

*hd irould 3ten 'out «nd -''-e \-\ >v pl-«c^. • T ' / m w l >;•-.« -f

they are s t f l - l i v i n g ' i t *«»» - r.^il*? b^ .ret v )1 . n .v. :f

you treafeac' t h e : r ipn t ^lip-'d she*, vo-; i v-3'. • \,< V" a 4 ; r e s

so i t w.«.a t^e bc?t r".-i"-oy t> tro» t 'her, r c>t . • 'he1' r»%re

good unless v->-i ir.pde the^ -^d <-nd t-.en tr.p- V?N •! f'.' t ' «io ' - \v-

thinp for VJU a t 8.11. '

i\> we s twuxve !- ; ies to ; iiX ^:r>e? ', vrri; ch }:.".d r ntore
t • • •

with a Post Ofi'iec in 1 1 , a cotton frin, hlrjc-rs^: *h ph ^ ,

g r i s t raixl .

Whew KO west ta the cr s+/rdiil ve-^^il-' te'sp t r "

three bushels >£ our own corn «nd nbou^ twenty ^

the difi 'ere.it ne ighbi rs 1 co rn . . Tt v*.*\lr * '̂ * s v >v t h r ^
• V " .

e f •

•nonths before ny turn to -̂ o t ' the niil l t r a i n . The

other .neigii oo r s \* "̂vild ruke the t r i n s in thf "ifRnt'^c.
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I f a neighbor ge t s i c h i s crop whs te'.en core of and
i

worked t n e atu e a s i f iie-wea» Jo l i .g * L j lht •, s e t l i is a a y s

t o w o r k o u t aj-3 cro^ a anc e v e r y o n e dJL- t h e *;>r>* f i r him u n -

t i l - h e *'as s b l e t^ Co L i e o«n v.ork.
* v

NO ' f AVFYARB hi \£'&.

b u t t h e '-,e^t y > r ' V a « f » M.o T e i - r \'.> c-r.t; /. 1--. i y , *•-.-M » ; . • -

i jand was « o r * i n f e « I t , "io-i ,->.»U '.'-ey o r u t t w«-r t - :>\r

s e t t l e m o n t naci l«i ic ».«>e *ae . ' ^ -* t n s i d s . ' . :• ? ; o . - " »J'. 7 a

i n 1887 i..id tfj,<3 c c o t e r y i s >3ti 11 MI . «•.*

•VORrBB ON W i c .T A ; j . . •

I was a \ s t i t e r b j y f o r tx*e g r a d i n g cr-.w t» ttJ ti»en t a e

t r a i n cruw. B tn treria.e&ts &nd ftrxuers wor en ^n the i*ail-

roadj whea tae-y vo-ji-t3 co."-'e t o a se t t l ement a l l in t ha t con:-

mu.nty fiha vanted to war iseTe e^lloxec t o .
4- •

There -nerei >ce~ips e l l alo..g the v:ty - ab vut ten or
*

f i f t een miles %&pert. ., humored and f . f t y t j two hundred

persons would be in o;.e ca p . - They tlVaya had a corxisoary

nhcre you could buy anything t ha t ym wanted. i»ii engine was

kept running aa c lose to- the, *rr.ding as r-os'fiible, Tt c a r r i e d
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the- t i f o , r e i l s end thi*.£s l i k e t ho t . as ST;?U ^?S tfie

greding vtp rrr 'e thi» t i e ? erd rt ' s r^rt" r >f djwn, the

other crerj/-r -\\ ? \~\\~\ *.'<i,^ \\ • r- ?^l'r"'. 'b- t five

or flix . i l e r " tehir.d i t r r r p r e t t y s<̂  " e - ' y v i S-: i3 •? r^ o".

T h e T w T t r r i r .•»]« ' i - l « i i - ' b e ' r t * " r :• * h e c . i t n - t c
c(

the lovrr ol.'-c-:?, "ho ** ' i \ «.l';X *",he .* rt " • * ^ tho fl.c.t-

CQ"fl *^h6i t h p u r<- " { ' " T fi C * i rt ' . i '*!'••'" P y<*"» . *>*^

s h ) v e l f n t o * f . " h i : ; *

T h e . l a r ^ s t b l e s t th; t 1 ktiav; cnything abou" v;fer *l e'»

tiiey-liiL<'rclly hie*? the end aff of & .equate-In* (Arbackle! *

They put f ive hundred <flf8, (flNt pound? __•>"• ;^rrit-r .; cute

and ro l l ed a roc< es bip «js a h Ause r t the r'vev. .11

tho teen had to cc rrer̂  t r o i -a a ^ *he" , T - . ". e .^- *re

windows r.rd kn">c^rd 'h l rpn "'':— «h-->lve' r r ^ ^ . r '.?•?

aroiind. Everyone Vner tfcot thoy ^ r v t oinr tr-^.t? • , tv<*"

b l a s t but d i d n ' t v-r—- th r ^ F t r *t «- "" ^ h«-:p?r. •
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, ROCK CU

A'.oueiTy was starred, four or five miles south-of

Dougherty, and e half mile from tjbre blast ing of the BDU> ,

tain, and a r^cv crusher r?ns put in.' "hey made white

flinty roc1' into ballast for the rosdbed. (These a*re s t i l l •
j

. in use .} . ' •

A imslH/^ RATLPOA*.

The f i r s t coaches w >uid come on to the -ep~>ts~88 soon

as they were made. Thej?e^WerT^t^o coaches,and a bepgage

car. The l a s t f ew^ i l e s of travel wo&ld be renl slow but

would be faster when they wore wherr the griand had been

worked and finished.

The mail was brought a the t ra in as soon as the depot

was established or a very short time afterward.

HART IN 1888.

t

When I was sev> nteen years old we mnved to where Hart

i s now. At that t ine there was aj s t ) r e n^r l o s t Office.

There were twelve white families l iving on fartus in that

s e t t l e sntii The next year l o t s of people cause ija and they

got a post off ice . *we went to Stonewall for our groceries
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but thai m&ajtdo for to go for the mall. Every two

I would go by horseback to Fvynnewood for the mail . That

would have been <*>venty file's for the round t r ip if I he<l •

followed the r:ad but when we went horseback we never

followed a road« Wo would just set 8 course or get the

direction to the place where we wanted to gp, then go across

the prc i r ie and woods.vThe horse could cross a s t r e s s any
* = *

place i f i t came to one without thi^-inp about a ford or

ferry so even-that didn' t vvbrry 8 person.

When a white man cans "into the Territory he was mede ^

to pay five dollars for a pens.it t© l ive s.nc obtain a l iv ing

in the Territory - that was at f i r s t . Thi • permit allowed

the person to own four niilch cows end a team. . Nothing was

said about hogs but they l e t you have as siany as you wanted.

There was free range and hogs coal, keep fat the year round,

so everyone had plenty of hogs. Once in a while a fanner

would have seventy-five or a hundred head of c a t t l e «nd get

an Indian to lay c l em on them so he would mi have to pay &

extra on them.

If the m?'tii tlidn' t pay the pera . t a l l "they could d"> was

for tbr* " i l i t i a (wh i t e s and maybe an Indian Policeman, to

make him load up and escort him to a s ta te l i n e .
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As BO->n aa^th^y l e f t Mm the:re wa& r u t t i n g to.)ceepi> ^
: • ' * '* •£ *r[ " - - :
him from loading up ^nd -returning to a aifferent pa r t of

the Terr i tory, I only knew of three,families being put out

and they were too contrary to pay the pertfiLt.
About four years af ter we came "Here "eveTrydne decided* no'tf" ""•""'

to pay and the mi l i t i a would have had to imve the whole'Ter-

r i tory out so they discontinued the permits.

The leasing of land is hard to explain. There was no

money exchanged fr'om ei ther side but both par t ies promised

to pay the other a certain sum of money whic^^they b:>th knew

\ t h a t they wouldn't need to pay. The Indian promised to pay

t^anty-four dollars an acre for every acre that was put under

cultivation* The v^Ate man was td i ju i ld a house, barn, dig

a well of wat * . and fence a l l the lend th8t was in c u l t i -

vation with a hog-proof fence ( r a i l fence). And he we,s to

pay the- Indian a dollar a year rent on each acre. The rent
1

was just discounted from what the Indian owed so real ly the
' \Indian was giving the whitt man a farm.for twenty-tfour years .

Theri if fie'should decide to move he l e f t the improvements.

As a general thing-1 would make an agreement between the

Indian and another white man who would take ir̂  impuevetnents
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f o r a c e r t a i n p r i c e , Therja were l o t s "of newcomers coining

through so i*t was easy to f ind someone to take your p l a c e .

You could l ea se as many, acres as you co-'ld put in to c u l t i -

va t i on . I f you kept the Indian a fr iend t:> you he would

*or£ i t any way to help you * l i k e claiming your ca t tie"so'~ " -

t h a t you could ovn them.

•rr ' • OPENING OF. THE "POT" COUNTRY.
4

Father next filed on forty acres f ground in the "Pot"

country. (A8 you see, he kect going to the newer places end "

starting new homes. A person had to stay on a claim for *'iv%

years to get'a patent, then he could mrke 8 deed v&en he

sold i t . I t -was ridge r.nd-tr ber land -where he wns* He

built a gcd three^ro rn house, lef t four acres in timber

because he might need i t end put thirty-six acres in cult i-

vation. There \?ere two pieces 'of land vacwnt two years, afte-

he filed on his» one was Sn eighty and the other TRBS a forty

acre tract, and they were both a half itile from his place.

I could have filed on them if I had wanted the- but I .knew

that I wouldn*t stay for five years on any one Viect-«r He

stayed long" enough to sell aa<3 give a dee.., the~ he filed at
• * * *

Kingfisher. . . -, . .
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1

le sold h i s cot ton but the corn and pota toes were kept

for/111 8 own use and he never thought of s e l l i n g the chickens

ann eggs. Mother would r a i s e from tvo to three hundred

'chickens i n a year but I don ' t sup ose she knew ju s t how

many she did have. ?/henever she wanted t o , she would g"o o u t '

and k i l l a couple but ~-he very seldom k i l l e d one a t t t ime.

In 1895 I cerae back from Texes on a t r a i n to Wynnewo d,

then walked .twelve miles to my s i s t e r ' s and she took ne

twenty miles to where I was going the next day. I never

thought "anything about walking twenty miles then *VJT i f we

d i d n ' t have a horse , we walked. ,

CENTER. i

In 1895 Center hod a population of five nun dree b'it

everything has moved to Ada since the re l ined ftari buil t .

I worked at the cotton gin as there was lots of cotton

ero'md Center. I also pot married th-re.

For thirty-f: ve or forty days the gin/never stop-ed.

The crews worked pr.d they worked f-:r twelve hours e day in-

stead of the hours we have now. Cotton came from '11 direc-

tions and it'was thirty-fi\ e miles to the nearest ra lropd °.t

^ w
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One time I took the cotton and sold I t and when I had

paid t h e . b i l l s I had three hundred and f i f ty dol lars in ray

pocket. I r«ver was afraid of being robbed by an Indian but

I waenH so sure about the whites. We had a In t of good

whites but there were some that tfere not ao po ^d. I decided

to wait u n t i l sundown and then drive home at night . The tnoon

was shining b r igh t ly ,

I saw two men walking t ^ n r d rae a f t e r I had pone about

the r ight distance from town for a hold-up. I raised ihe

sideboard anH l a id the money under i t and pressed the s ide-

board d̂ wn to hold i t . «"hen they stopped ne they told me

that they had camped down the road and t h e i r horses had got
r

away. They asked me i f I had seen them oif8 I had psssed them

about a hundred yards back. They th8n ed ne and I. suppose

they found the horses tn a ' l i t t l e while Tor they had been

grazing along the road.

"> . ADA.

There was one store and a blacksm th shop but ] don*t

remember names as I would i i - e t o . Then when tne railroed

pane, a l l the l i t t l e c6ur.try stores flocked into Ado.
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I use to hunt a l o t jus t for sport . At n ght I hunted

for raccoons, opossu s, fox t The skins were s.} cheap that

I hardly ever skinned an opossum. A big raccoon would bring-

a quarter, an opossu had to-be a po'd end bifr one to bring

a nickle. I had seven hounds that enjoyed the hunting p.s

rruch as I di d.

DOCTORS.

There was a doctor a t ' ynnevn d and one at "tonewail. -

Some of the people liked one end others jUked he other one.

Both of the- canie to Hart when they were sent for . They

•would charge ten dollars for a twenty-five mile t r i p .

My n n t h e r , P r i s d U e Bedford, was a doctor but didn ft

have a diploma. She had her saodlebegs, Sknd pony end they

would sen-d for ten or fifteen miles around to get her. They

paid her for fchet she did for them. If there was something

serious the matter she told them t~> fo for one of the other

or real doctors. She always doctored us herself end 1 donH

think we ever were very sick for she s tar ted in on us at the

f i r s t sign of our feeling badly.



REEFOKDt .2A6IC.̂  ,' ".,, SiiCwi© INTERVIEW.- 12467.

B i l l Moody was the manTpjiheri .^ the wild horses a t

Har t , but 1 vtas one 6f the ones l re lp ing him. There were

for ty i n ohe vlit>ve and they wepe about neven miles so'ith of

Hart , between there and s u l p h u r . ' Sulphur vmst j u s t a a e t t l e -

aient but thore were white people *.here. Poiae one "had cased

the springs there with hollow logs which hed been

8ro nd to l e t the water ou t .

To catch the wild horses we b u i l t wings of brash for a

half nr.le, in a V shape,with the co r ra l a t the nerrow end.

There was a wide g a t e as an open_lng_iiitr) t he corra • I t

was made out of logs ins tead of poles so t h s t i t would be •

more subs t an t i a l than the ones used a t the farms. The ends

of the logs were notched and they were l a i d l i > e the wal ls of

a hoase and as h i g h . s s the house. The corners were braced

by a pogt being se t deep in tb^ ground end a log lean ing ,

or braced, aga ins t i t . I t had t be b u i l t s t ou t so t h s t

they wouldn't knock I t down"when they would run and ^nrm up

against i t . .

I t was just ea dangerous to be in that corral after we

hed got behind the. rnd crowded the until taey ran inta i t ,

88-.t) be in a lionTs den. They would fight you und they did
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not kick ei ther ; they came at you head f i r s t , b i t ing and

pawing. They .didnVt do that i f they could get away but"

aa a l a s t chance a t freedom.

After they were-in the corral , a horse was roped around

the neck and he*d have to be choked un t i l he f e l l . Then a

"rope irould be put on his head and feet to hold him and the

f i r s t was loosened so i t wouldn't choke hire t ) death. Once

in a while i t would k i l l him before they could pet i t off.

NORMAN, IN 1897.

Nonaan was a go->d sized town in 1P97; the Asylur. for

Insane was there but every third' house was piqpty. There were

five or six s tores . Br Fgs and Run-yon owned the . la rges t .
« •

There was a driveway between the two" buildinps nt t ^

asylu:- and lots, of times I have driven a ppen*^f mulen in.

' * ' "

there end sold a whole wagonload of truckger'Vn stu"f to the.

institution.

The railroad came to Norman in 18"d. The sch-> Is were

there before I went there.


