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Degember 2, 1937,

Interview with Mra, S. O, Raburn ool
Hertshorne, Cklahoma

Her Husbend's Trips with David L. Peyne

I was reading in & history not long age about
David L. Payne ani his trips into the Indian Terri-
tory with aet{ierl, and the writer made the remark
that it would be intgreeting to know what aﬁrt of ..
people mede those trips with Péyn; (xrs. Radburn
said). Well, I Know what one of them was. like, for
ny own,hneéand wags with him on thres of his trips.

Tam, that waaumy husband who is dead now, made

;::hia rirat trip in the Spring of the yaar, we had been .- .

e
'v.,.. Ny

marriod ten yaara tﬁtn, a0 that would make it in 1880.'

If I remsmbar right that was Payne'a firat trip 1nt%h N

Indfan Territary, too, Paoplo wers just beginning R

to use the word "Oklahoma" in referring to these lanA:.
We lived in Hackstt ciéy, Arkansas, Payne was

up in Kansas oalling for pesople to ecome and help Rhin,

and Tom heard the news, He got pretty worked up over

the matter; nothing would do but he .must go, I Gon't
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thinﬁ he cared ao ‘xﬁﬁ’ch" about getting lend as he d4id
having the arivonture of the trip.
‘T stayed a; hggug;,-to look a_rtor our four chil- '
- -dren, and to sort of l;eep up the home while Tom was
away, ¥e lived on a farm, and there was stock to care.
for. Tom told me a lot thongh when he got backe. And

I remember some of ths t}iings he told me as plain'as",

t
*
LN

day, even {f it has beén forty-geven years‘ ago-s
I rax;zember how oxoi‘f'ed Tom was before he went ~
to join Payne that first time, Payne was saying that
there were millions of acres of riech land to be set-
t1ed. This land was up around where El Reno and Okla- .
hama G1ty are nowe It wasn't assigned to any tribe
of Indi{ans; it had been given to the Seminoles and
- :'Creeks, I thipk, but .they had turned it ﬁack to the
,%/ Government, Oattlemen w.gre grezing cattle on this
"land, and Payné was saying thet it oug:ht to be open~
gd fér"s;tﬁmﬁt 80 people cou_ld make homes there,
fom left in & covered wagon drawn by e team of |
.mules that he had been using to farm with, He put

.bows on. our farm wagon, and stretched & canvas cover

w -~
- -,
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over the. top. ' He swung a bed in the wegon; I .helped’

~

him meke a matfresa for it,
“Tam took food along, too; & person didn't de-
pend on buying supplies from stores as mich then as

present day people do. He took flour grOund from our

own home-raised wheat, home-ogured meat Jpaaches dried

on our farm, hame«aade lﬁrd and thi ,ﬁike that,

. Be todk & rifle, of cogrse, and meant.to get fresh .

meat by’ hunting.

‘Some of the neighborhood men went .with Tom, but
I'!m not.sure now jugt who they ware. Tomt Roddin went
with my hugsand in 1882, and he mey have gone on that
first tfip t00. o

Tom )

It acems to me that/satd thay agnf first to Ar-
keansas Oity; apd.then to another town ocalled "aldwell,
Anywéy, they went up in Kansas and erossed thé border
;here gpto ths "Indian Terrttgry."

A lot of people had planned to go, dbut they ot
frightensd when soldiers warned tgem against the trip.

A 1ot turned dback, and only about three dozen or so

actualiy made the trip. - - ' @ -

Ay
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) Bald they struck right into the rtddle of
the "nasaign.d Land" and made a oaxp where Oklahoma "

l \
P

cxt iu nows . I think that was in April. Tom aaid they R

i

call it_”oﬁﬂp Alies." It was-against ths law to sell P
- whiskey in the Ind;an Territory, but they pu? up & ij%f;cﬁ

saloon there ényway.

., Years later’'my hd%band often ramarked that his-
tory didn't tell about that trip agtually as it was,
For that ma%ter, all the hiatories I've read told only
meager accounts, with pract%;ally no details.

Well, soldiers came and arrested Payne, and Tom ‘
ocame back home. I remember he came in siek; he haQ‘a
pretty serious case or ‘malaria, Ho was 6:dfast with

.1t, and I had to nurse him for I‘dpn'giknow how 1ong.

You'd think that would oure him, but nothing
of the kind, He was ;s enthusiastic as-ever. I° can't
say I blame him; it isn't-g;éry di;“a man gets t0 go
advonturing into unsettled rrontisr country. I would
have liked e go myaelr if it had been possible, ’

It must ‘have been twonyearn later that he mna;'.

his second trip, It ﬁau after the orop was laid by in -

. August,.
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Ineluding ny Tom, eight men wené from »Hpckett‘
City this ¢ima, There. wes Tom ‘Roddin and his =on .

- Joim; Gsarge and Bill Sohuler, Buck Fry, and a German
nemed Bowers, . I hays forgotten the name' of fhe otlpr_
man,

They went off like a tunech of boys going 1o a
‘ p{onié. They took two cuver;ad ws;gons, with four mén
to a wagon, - fooy' felt certain that the weight of pub-

lie opinion would make the soldiers lesave them 'alone

this time,.

» Y

‘That was the trip that Tom staked out his olaim -

to the land on the North Cemadian River, He said * he
4 ’ .
pieked out some rich bottom land apd carved his name

7

and thé date on & .large ook thers, The.river maglc‘ 8
big bend and formed a natural fenae o}x"thi'ee sides of
the land., He .sald that was the sort of knd that ;
men @ould bc proud .to own. . He never did go beck to i,
thou ghe

The soldiers came and arrested Payne agﬁin.
' They told Tom and the ather msh that they had to get

N )

out, The soldiers told them that {f they went peace-

~
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ably’ ind at once thay sculd choose their own route
out; if the soldgora had to uge’roroe they would put
the men out the nearest way, and that would be
straight north across the Kansas barder.

it was dusky dark, and the men ware eating sup-
per.,. Bowers, the German, jumped up and went tc his
wagon; he hitched up his team and pulled out that very
nighte All the men from Bac-kett City went with him.
I remember how Tom used to laugh about Bowers being .
80 scared,
) They struck out'through:the Indian Territory toe
ward home.‘ They had all sorts of adyentures on that
trip; some serious, and some downright fﬁnn&. That's
all Tom couid talk about far montgs after he got home,

Cnee they oﬁ;o to a8 river and couldn't find a
place to crés;.‘ There were spots where the horses and
mles ooﬁ1d~sv1m across, but';t vau;d be.tco deep for
"the wagons, They rinally_pad to let the wagons do;n -
over a small oliff with ropes; the river had a roecky
rlgor thors,~and the water waq'only a foot or so deep.
Then they pulled the.nagoga acress by hand, Thoy‘fook

the wtoek t¢ another place and male them swim across.



Onoe they.got lost, s'omvh'orc in tho”cho'rokee ’
Kation, 'I'hny rat & 1ono Indian wbo was ulking, and
asked him for direotiom. ‘l'aa aald he touldn't say a
watd' he Just gruntsd ad Qtartod on by them. 'Ihpy
vure desperate, "and - Bowers got out and grabbed tho )
Indian-b; the arm. Then .the relxow yo1d . tbem -hat '
they wanted to know, using gestures and making signe._ -
Finally. ‘he grinned and askag them in good Engllah tr |
they had any ohowing tobaeco. : ‘ ) . .-: .-

Once they g_ot az_xowboupd md_had to stay holed ‘

up in camp faor about & wesk,  Tom vent hunting ‘bne ‘
morning and éot lost, He said he kept hOping he would '
- find tho~camp over the next hill, bxgt ﬂu afternocon
oams, and he was still lost. 4t last he got the idea
of bagk tracking himselt.' !.ie got back to camp just as
the sun was sinkinges The others were just about to go
ocut and look for him,.
Vell, they had no more than got home than Tom
heard that Payne was plan;xing another expedition, and
. Toni started getting ready to go again, He tightened

up the tirea on his wagon; he was good at things 1ike

C%e



RABURN, S. C. MRS, INTERVIEW, 12350

8 .
that,. having b;en apprenticed to a blacksmith for two
years when he wes a boy, . '
" He left about the middle of Jsauary this tims,
I think it was, He said later that there was a large
erowd gathered uplin Ksness for this trip; neerly 5
‘thousand people, some of them woman and children.
‘Eﬁat's when Payne sold the ceertificates. - cer-
tifioate wag 2 aiip of paper that was supposed to en-
title the bearer to settle on land in the Indian Terri-

\
.tory. It eost about two dollars.

Zveryone thought that the Government would surely.

let the settlers stay this time, since the;g wére B0
many of them. But 1t turne& cut liég all“the other ex-=
peditions did, Payne was arrested, and the others were
asent home, _' |

That was the last trip Tom made with Payne. Payne
died soon after that. In a way it looked like ali thase
trips were just a waste of time for Tom, because he never

,

made a penny out of them., But I don't know;, he had a
. a8 -
million dollars worth of fun. 4and it isn't every man

who ¢an say that he was wafth David L;-Payne, the boomer.

3



