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I was'borh'kugust ag¢, 1874, héar Webdb Gity, Arkhﬁsass'
My father was . Ellja MbGinnis, born - in middle Tennbsseo. My

nmther was Naney Ellen GbOper, born in Arkansas. ‘.

My parents éame fo the Indian Territory in 1892 and-

S

L

rented land from;prert Gentry 1n the Deep Fork,bottom

southwest of Cheootahu My 'ather took a contract making
fence posts for Robert Gentry, who had miles of fencing to

build for cattle pastures' Wo recelved two eents per noat.

»-washea%imbey«%hsn~ﬂas~%&9gey~$a&%w&n&~ptsnttfu1“‘Whicn S
abled us to make huhdreds of posts each day.

My brothers and I had .about twq dozen steel traps of

~various~size$ which we would bait end set along the banks

‘“—76r;%ﬁ%pﬁfbrkx;ﬂymi*W§r§T§I§éEa 1n'th? edgh of wéter’ané
others on trges‘whioh‘h&d fallen into the crgeks aﬁd rivers,
In these traps we;g;nerally.caugptfraccoong end mink, For °

opossums. we wo§ld.set our traps at hollow trees; for ekunks®

- We would set traps along thé rocky #édgeés at the top of hills .
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" and in the Canyrns, In this way~w€ would. sell several
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hundred dollaxa.WQrth of—furs each wintor, which pro-

vided ¢lothes and rood for the family an6 was real sport

for us boys.

‘During the spring end summer we Would get extra work'

from thgfoaftlemen, repairing\{:jizs, SOtting new posts et

L4 .

gwhen needed, stretchiag new wiro, =nd enlarging pastures.

In 1902 we movgd over in the Cherckee Nation, &gbout =~ - -

-

four miles eust of the present town of Porum, My father et

\
- f e .

rented & farm from Pat Foley. = . - o

When the Midlend Vallsy Raillroad started brilging ' .

. . . . .- -~ o
their road from Fort.Smith, Arkenses to Wichita, Kansas,I '~

$.

‘worked on the construction gang laying track, and grading IR
+ for, the road bed. o " T v
A T, *ngram built the fffgf‘B“T_E—"f“fifbﬂifd%ﬁg~h%-u7*,‘_;;

Porum, and wnen finished m;red his stock of goods fr 1 his

L4

store at starville t0. the new brick building T
'I‘om Davis byilt the second brick building which was - A

a tx story ho_also-orgagize&-tho rirst bank.
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.. . vin Auguat,1907,l married Miss Pannie {rain, a Ghero-

kee maiden,'and deughter of Lacy Craine We moved to .
Briartown end farmed until the drouth an? ranic reached ‘
Oklahoma. The dry years broke many of us on the farms,

and since the drouth most farmers ars not abls to 20

back to farmiﬁg. I z2m now working at any work I can’

obtaine



