T SRR A .
"RANDOLPH, ISRY CATHERINE, INTERVIH.
Field VWorker: ‘m. T+ Holland
April 26, 1937
3I0GRAFHY OF Mary Catherine Randolph
~ 105 So. Zanthus, ’
’ . ‘ TulSa, 0klao

. BORN © August 29, 1863, near
' .- Peoria, Illinois.

o PARENTS Father, Andrew Jackson Lance

3 ’ Ohio (Place of birth)
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A PIONEER LADY.

A% an early age I -went with my parents

‘to Lowa ere we resided for a while, some few years./

(-

From Iowa my parents then moved to Kansas, in C‘h?oke

'}ouni:y. This move to Kensas was in 1869, or whén I

was 6 years of age. m/

| The Randolph family, of ;hich my husband
' was a member, were also early gettiers of Sherokse
County, Kaﬁsgs,ani this is whe?e I met my husb .d
to'be. My husband, Daniel James Randolph, was born
inOShelby County, Indiana on May 25, 1847. Ke|came
to Kansas in 1863 0]; at the age of 16, . /

Mr. Randolph and. I were merried a‘b’

"tnutauqua Kansas, March 29, 1883 ’che license being
issued at Seden, Kansa\s. Our early married life was

spent in Sherokee, Kansas, wheré my husband was in the

. cattle business. .

‘-——mher‘—by&ia—}&me—b&ﬂee—-———- ——

-

/

7

/



RANDOLFE, Ma'#y CATHFRINE, IyTERVIEW. . :

-

, \
In the meantiime we had heard o the Indien Territory

and the Opb tunities offered gre, 80 we mede up

“our minds to make the "run" intd the
. . ' "‘_\"//’/ \
_husba ~financial-reverses and vhen we finally

’ . . . . .
decided to come 'to Indian Térritory, we had a wagon

but only one hor'sse—-that islwork—horse. ‘ lowever, my.
husband 'had én 0ld water grist mill h; had been
funning.sb he finall\j sucoee@éq'in traéing the mill
for another pretty good work-harse, sc; this made a
g00d teem, I had a pony, -not "broke" to wark yet,
that we brought along. We loaded up'lou;é béd oloth‘es,

w

8 1ittle casi-iron cook stove, one rooster amnd ‘six .
. ’ N

.‘hens: wich we' tled on the back’end of our wagon.

Our ferming tools o?ﬁsisteﬁ of ;me '}‘;t;reéki,ng" piow,

no' harrows or anything like {:ﬂétk. These thinés, agd"-‘
some prc;vi sions and what clothes we had, a;id our two
“¢hildren constituted our belongings. ‘ie made the trip
in the "covered wagon", ending our journ_e.y near a
K{ckapoo Indien village, not far from tbé line of"
-Indian Territory. There were about 200 pelOple Eamped :

in this cemping place, ar canyon. So, on the marning

of april 22, 1889, Mr. Randolphgdt-on his horse. and

territory. My = -
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at the appoihted time made the dash \and staked a ¢laim
’ © " \ .
near Arcadia. ' \ .-
Qur first hovie was rather'a orude affair. - ®

e settled near sonme timber, so my husband and I cut
am hauled sqgne lOgs with which to make our first
house., e put up two "rounds" of 1ogs, all around,

then put®up ridge pols, and covered this.with tent cloth

iy

and tied the tent down g1l eround to the low log wall.
Z)ur beds were made on franes, made of poles; de didn't
have any bedsteads thén. VWe, however, had a small codk
stove. Ve did the cooking insi de and usually ete our
‘meals outside. Thig/ was our home f1"om April 22nd and
ineidentally there / tér until November, 1889, when we
were 'for"ee“d to mW,Z

having found out that a negro had

o =0p this tract before us. He was one of the

*“soﬁx%és". The Sooners wers people who had slipped %.n '
_bafoTe "o time far the run and ploked out the best land
and then Qhad gone back over the line far the "run.”

They, in this way, knowing where they wantéd to go,
naturally beat the‘other's to the best land., This was

the oase with us, some Sconsrs had been there before us

gl staked claims.: This land was along.Soldier freek

-
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in et Was known ‘as "Nine Mile Bottam,” all fertile
\land. We honevar,’ﬁoﬁpd'toﬁanother tragt. On thie
second tragt, where we\ moved in November, 1889, we |
built a log| house, Tﬂi was & one room house, 16 or

18 ft. dquare with rough pleak floor, beard roof,,

but no ddor--that 1s no shutter for door. fe hung & _

blanket over the openihg. hy hﬁsband had a oross out
saw, and we me same money with 1t. He taught e

how t0 pull ﬁhe saw,” and I would g0 to the Wo0ds with
nim a%i we would lsaw posts out of post oak and wﬁite

oak trees. He woyld do the splitting and I would rest

while he was doing this. This was the meens of getting

. v [
somb monsy, @s he joould sell these posts in Guthrie
.at 5¢ each. Ve wduld cut a foad, from 40 to 50 posts,

then the next daylmy 'husband[ would load them in his -.

wagon and start op his way ?o Guthrie. This.trip

Ky

took two days. Ohe day each way. .This money ($2.00 °
and sometimes $2.50) came iL migﬁ%y bandy. . He would

buy food for us gnd feed far his horses, and ﬁsual;y
. ? ‘ :
| . .
he put on two exyra posts, these being to buy candy
. ] "

for the children{ Of course, there weren't any|roads

N

then, just trailT out over the préiriéixand fofda af

\
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the streams. I remember a very exciting experience o
I had when my hz;sba% was away on one of his trips ‘
to Gushrie. It was in the swmer of 1889, amd at the
time‘n.ly sister was with me. She anmd her child end )

I and my— two sons were alo‘ne.’ I had some hens sgt-

ting out near the tént, or house, and had one cavered
with a tid.and ons with-a box. Along in the night,

I heard the ’hens squawk, and I aroused my sister, and
5014 her something was. disturbing the hems end we should
go jout and see what the troubdle vas. So, I got our
only. lamp,‘.an oil lemp with no "funnel” ar rLl'ximz‘ley, and
hard to keep burning out in the wind, and with this

amp aﬁd my sister with me, ,wentq T:rs;ing to ,f;\nd out
‘what it was thgt was dis%;t'n'bing" the hens. I held the.
lamp up and ﬁna-lly «saw.two pairs of shining eyes look-
ing at me out of thpl dérkness. I ﬁhought. "them to be
wild \cats, and 0f course was afraid. I told my gis£er
to.call to a neighbor, Doctar Dunn, who lived not far
away. She ﬁn;lly arou;ed the doctar and told him the -
trouble and he came over with his g\in to help‘us. In
the meantime, my lemp had blown ‘;mt,* s0 I was.-in the

dsrk bub could at times see something moving about.
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se had gone before the déq{’éd% ‘6éme,s 's'i))afte_r 1‘195
rrived and we told him the t’i:ogb'le, 'hg looked m‘)‘qut but
to my dismaﬁr would not go far i‘fdm t{re ﬁouse,. I thought-
he was afraid amd threatened to go, alone; but he
prevailed on us to go inside and °hq'1§ould' stand watoh

until morning. So he built a fire and sat up until

2 A.M. when he called us and told us he thought all

danger was past and ‘he believed he would go home, but ‘
a;}d would investigate the

cause Of the trouble. I +o0ld him I believed them
\ .
to be wild cats, Well, the next morning he came over
[ . 1 \ N
and looked about a while, then \went off dwn the canyon
. ) \\ - -

~which was near our héus‘e, an\d after & while came back,

holding a stick in his hend. He éalléd to me and{sq‘iid,‘
"See this stick, Well the tracks I found were 'just. i
;chis big across and they were panther tracks,” It was
very fortunate that I’*d'i‘dn"b:go after them last night.
) . ‘
L:alter, I frequently would hear the panthers scream, their

scream very much like the scresms of a women in distress. |

- . ek sk ok ok
Ihve,thre»e children:- ‘ . ,
Judge William N. Randolph, Born August 3, 1884,in Kansas,
Mark Randolph, Barn May 24, 1887,in Kan.

May Randolpgl,» Born Dec., 31, 1889, in Kan..



