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Oklehoma City, Oklahoma,  ° ° o,

b
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2
B

4.

Neme. Mrs. Flora Ragon,

Post Office Address _Okleshome City, vklanroma, .

Residence address (or location) 607 N. E. 7th

. v, . .
DATE OF BIRTH: Month March Day _ 9  Year 1875

-

Place of birth Texes

6o

‘Name of -Fathqr Je Re Jarboe ‘. Place of birthVirginia

74" Name of Mother Frances =. Jarboe - Place of blrthGeorgia -

~ . -

Other information about father _lade the rysn‘in Sac.and Fox

o~

<

‘ Other information about mother Came in. oeptember 1889 to Oklahcma.

- s

AN

-

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealmg with the l«}.fe and
story of the personimterviewedsRefer to Manual for suggested subjects
end questions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
his form., Number of sheets attached .4 o
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-

smelia F. Harris,
Interviewer,
July 12, 1937.

An Interview with birs. Flora Ragon,
807 . E. 7th,-
Oklahome City, Oklchoms.

Father mede the Sec srd Fox Run, coming from Texas

to Oklehoma in 1861, & yeer sfter negotietl’ns were com-
b 3

-
~

pletediwith four trites in Cklehoi® jor the allotment of
their lend, These were the Sac and Fox, the Fottawatomie
“and Shawﬁee Inédisns«- The land cpering wes staged Septem-

‘er 22, 1891. TFather drove & good teem {0 &8 lirht vugry
ln: mede the Run With‘thousands of cthers. Hé'wes suecess~
‘ful in getting & homestesd newur Shewnee, stuck uy hié stakes,1
tren drove into Suthrie aud e id the $1.25 per acpeﬂrequir-
ed-ty lew before y.u could obicin legal rights. -

Father then returned to Sulphur Springs, Texas,

efter his family. «we were all packed, ready anl eagef tq
g0 t. our mew home. .e lived in & tent until Father coﬁi&

suild & two-~room box house. .
®\ Fether's heslth was so poor - -thet he could not sterd
the serdships of ferm life,” sc in October, 1892, he sold the  *

homestesd, with very little improvemcnts on it for '$1,200.00
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end moved hiaz family to Uklahoma City. .

fisre he engeged in the hardwere business on Grand

K

ivenue between Broadwey and Robinson in & frame .uilding.

He wWes »in business here for six yea'rs.
Our first home in the City was on the corner of Grand
end Harvey, where Sears a:d Ro.ebuck's deperiment stére is
today. This was & two story duplex and owned oy 9r. ~
Bradford. The Bradfords l;veé upstairs &nd we occupied
the first floor. W%e lived in this home for two years ;:hen
bought & home in the four hundred block on ¥ashington street.
This was considered the .elite vert of town in those days
encddsignated s South Cklshore City. 411 north of Grand
ivenus, which wes Main Street then, was called the kill, :
‘:_ * During 't.'ne six yesrs that Father wes in ?:"C herdware |
business ;I\{other wes busy doing 'h-er jze'rt, s"eeing to our ed-
ucation, sewin -, cooking, washi‘né“am ironing, besides help

¢

ing in the store on busy days.

Cur f;rst scnool teacher in Cklshoms Uity wes biss

alice Bitemsn who teusht in & frems building on the corn7r
of First and Hooinson streets. Uur benchegd vﬁer n=de of/

igen cil, wi t.t%a

boxing with-out backs. e used s slete a
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sponge on & string attached to the slate to wesh 1t off.

There were about fifty children in this room, from the

-
-

primer to sbout the tenth grade, '£11 were taughi by one

teacher.

L]

Cur amusements $e£;\?9f§ limited, church socials,
box suppers, Christnes tree éhtertainméﬁts‘and ciosing of -
school exercises. we attended Sac & ¥ox ceremonial dénces;
L& jor fioodson hed charge of fge indisn Agency at
Darlington, end the Governmsnf’would issue beef every three. .
montﬁs through the-Agency. "The Woodsdns wouid'invite
several.éouyles of young men and ledies as their'guesté
during these issues, which were very intéresting. The

-

) . &
Indiens would have on native costume,.with all accessories,

-~

vwar bonnets, beads, shells, and their faces would be paint-

¢d in reediness for the dances,

-
~

there wes a corral which covered seversl scres. Thers

would be thirty or forty fat beeves in this corral. The

Indizns would jump estride their ponies bareback, The Govern-
zent sgents would let one steerout &t & time snd the Indiens., -

would run this steer until it wes elmost e;hausted and the’

: {
blood would be up to fever heat, then the Indien men would
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cut its throat snd cajsh-#he blood in contuiners end drink
the blood while hot. The steer was then turned over to tﬁe
women and children, vﬁho would skin arnd prepare it for bar- ‘
becuing., The same proéédure was carried con each day untii .
the. had killed six or eight beevea. At night the Indiens
did their dahcing around a fire. We whiie people would
perticipate in the dances, t;;o‘. Tkies;‘lndians were of the
Cheyenne, srapshoy and Sac & Fox Tribes. “he always looked
forwsrd to these events, hobing for an invitation from

L2 jor woodson, I would never miss @ one thet I é;t'an in-
vitation to. They Qere very exciting and colorful. .e

were alweys friendly #ith the Indiens ;nd nevé; experienced

)

any trouble.



