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\
Field Sor te r i s nnrno Mary P- Dorward

This report made on (da t e ) May 6 , 1938

Name Mrs. D. J . Randolph

£. Fort Oi'i'ico .Address Tulsn , Oklahoma

3 . Kosidcnco oddrecc (o r l o c a t i o n ) 105 South Xanthus

4. DATE OF RKTH: Month - "

5. Place of birth Mackinaw, I l l inois

Day Year 1863

6. Name of Father Place-of birth

„Other information about father
3

7,, Narne of Mother

' v Other information about motjicr

Place of birth

iKotes or coiftrUto u i \ r r : t i vc by the L'ie]d worker dual in;/ a&s^h. thu l i f e , a n d
tstorj' of the V r c o n I'htorviowed, Ro<^r'1x?i Kanunl f o r so/vostGd sub jec t s
land q.ue.^tionc,Xcontinua^-on blank she*,
[this, form. Number of sheet's attached

'.' if nocossayy and a t t a c h f i rmly to
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Interview with

fcry D. Dorward,
y e, 1938.

Mrs,. D. J . Randolph,.*
Tulra, Oklahoma.

M .̂ry Catherine Lance Randolph, betterXknown as
\

Dolly., wfs born in Mackinaw, I l l i n o i s , i n 13G3X and came
\

to Indian Territory in\l335, l iv ing in the Osage country

twelve miles south of Sedan, Kansas. Until her marriage

she lived with' her fether in the old commissary building

»hichad been used for dispensing supplies to the Osege

Indians.

After her merriage to L/. J . Rpndolph their post-

office became Chautauqua Springs, Kansas, just over th* r"

line from their home. cMr. Randolph had be^n a cattleman

in Kansas, but had lost almo t a l l of his ca t t l e through
v*

-foot fever, an^ hffd corse to Indian Territory and started-

a mill, which wej situated on the Caney Rive a t i t s

confluence with J i rd Creek. The Randolphs lived here

pnong the Osages, with almost no white neighbors, none

flithin'several miles and their c losest neighbors weffc

cattle thieves.
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The mill was not much of a success and t;«e young

Y
Randolphs wpre not nble to rnrke a l ivinp f t i t. They'

nrVe almost "dead broke," but Mr. Rpndoloh hpd trPded

• round Vnt i l he. h^d p teem of horses *nd a s^t of harness.
\ \
T^RI h»» sor^ the v u r ' s from the iri 11 -vhioh had started

. \

out os P p r i s t n i l l but becarif- r SPA mill for.*3fi.00 in

cash end# the srnie pmount in groceries rnd wj+h-this t iny

-t"ke the R^ndolphf; 3tarted out to ra^ke the R in into old

Oklahoma in April, '89.

Brfore they reached the nev.' country they had done

raor* trading unt i l they now hpf' t.r^ ponies an'3 a colt

to worry with. Enroute they passed through Tulsa an4
V

V

of-npedt a l l night on the Tulsa side of the Arkansas

-<i/er, th^n continued on to Hrpulpa, thp- t r ip to

aculpa taking them tao dpyo. "Hiey went on. into , the

ivick"poo country whei'e thousands were encaitped on the line
A

\ *

r̂ ?.dy to moke the desh on the next dwy. Hey were encamped

in «i canyon \vhich had e most neculirA o.'or an? "they found-
next dr:y thrt \ the peculiar odor came fVcra a den-of r e t t l e -

snakes not a hundred rnd f if ty yard3 fr\»ii wher" they were

«nc?mped. 7
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When the .gun waŝ  f i red next day Mr. Itendoloh rod? "

one of h i s horses and staked a claim in the nine-mile

bottom eighteen miles north of Oklahoma Ci ty , then went

back to get Mrs. Randolph. Sqon a f t e r t he i r a r r i v a l -

on the claim a^man wflked up and asked, "..here did you

f i l e?" Conversation developed the fact tha t the two

men had f i led on the same claim but th<» stronger claimed

to have f i led e p r l i e r then Randolph, tljet i s , he had

"Soonered" the claim. The Randolphs by t ha t time had

jus t $11.00 in cash, vdth tvso c h i l d r e n , themselves and

t h e i r -orses (to feed. iV,i th1 no-money to f ight the

i l l e g a l claim there was nothingto be done but to give up .

end l e t the man hsve i t .

Mot long, a f t e r thc t a man came up to the Randolphs

-.vho hed brought a l o t of c a t t l e with him from Kansas and

a'hose claim had been "Soonered" j u s t as the Randolphs

had been. He offered to t r ade for the Randolphs' mare

and c o l t . The mare and c o l t 7?ere the proper ty oif

f-frs. Randolph so she asked the man what he had to t r a ' e .

He said he would give her two co^s and calves for her

Randolphs were so h'ard up/that^ theTare—a
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two cows looked pretty* good to them evon though the cows

\ere a, l i t t l e th in . The grass was elrepdy beginning to

grow and the ca t t l e would assure them of e t l ees t a milk

supply. :

Soon af ter this the Randolphs heer.d ,of ft claim on

ooldier Creek thet he*i not*been taken so they went over
" ' , - ' ' - . * 1 -

there and established themselves. Mr. Randolph-hed a

l i t t l e breaking plow and with, t h i s he plowed gardens ant*

?ot a . l i t t l e ca.sh which" helped out great ly . Then he

found that people:wepe wanting to fence in the i r claims,

so one day hV bought a crosscut-satf and with the help of

Mrs. Randolph he began making fence' posts . They cut down

trees," sawe ^ them into short lengths, and sold them for
t

5 cents apiece. He/would take the posts to Guthrie,

starting from hdrae in the la te afternoon, crmping a l l

night on the way and arr iving in Guthrie the next da'y.

All this time-they were l iving without a house. They

hei put up poles and stretched a wagon cloth over them

and lived under that". 'Each day, however, they would saw

a few logs for a ktiuse. The crops were planted by'

Mr. Randolph's breaking out the ground with a plow, while1
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his wife followed after him and planted the seed, They

had e good garden with the usual g? rd en crops end'with

ail p<°o&ciariy nice bed of t u rn ips . '

There had been a group of men from the Randolphs'

old'home ih^'Kansas^ who brd come tn the new country with-

^ut their wive^r. The mrn had expected to file on claims,

>ut '.verr unused to roughing i t , d idn ' t know how to make

thp best erf things and wpre in a bsd v,oy pp'nerally. The

only way thpy knew of to make eny money wan to k i l l deer

!>n3 try to se l l the venison. Mrs. Randolph* was food to

these men, giving them produce from her garden, mllk( to

use. do,in? their laundry fo^ them and t ryinp in every ' . .

.vay to be'a good neighbor. «Vell, thesp men werp j u s t '

about starved out, when someone p°vr theip'a preat herd

of Texas c a t t l e to watch", giving- them the milk from the

cows'in return fur watching them. One dny they l e t those

c&ttle out and l e t them gĉ  down and eat up the Randolphs'

turntps.

1 3y this time i t was Fall and the Randolphs were in

their l i t t l e cabin. They went out* one day to,sew posts,

taking the children in the v?egon, in to which they put a l l
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their bed clothing to keep the children warm. Mr. an<?

Mra. fiandolph built a big fire to keep the children warm, then

went off to saw posts. Pretty soon one of the children

came running, saying there was a big f i re . The fj re had

spread to the(wagon and had burned the wa?on , ,bed cloth-

ing and a l l except the children and the horses. They had
> • *

no other bed clothing and had loen'ed their other wagon

cover to some neifibers. Mr. Randolph said, " I ' l l go

on to Guthri'e, and sel l the posts, and buy some comforts.

Then on the way back I ' l l stop and ^et the dtte r wagon

sheet,n BUT, when he went for the wagon she'et the man

to whom he had loaned i t said, "We had a fire and your

sheet got burned up."

By this time Mrs. Randolph had figured out a way to

get some bed clothing. A neighbor had been a boarding , *

house keep.er and had a great deal of bed clothing.

Mrs. Randolph had some very fine chickens, and some time

previously this neighbor had wanted to trade some bed

clothes for chickens. At the time Mrs. Randolph was not

interested and said no more about%it. Mrs. Randolph also

hed some earboba, fashionable at the time, which the

neighbor admired very much. 3ut, after losing a l l her
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clothes Mrs. Randolph at once sent word to the neighbor

that she would trade earboba and chickens for bed clothes

#nd thê  deal was made.

The Randolphs were annoyed mcny times by wild cats

and penthers,-which would attack their chickens and even

their horses. After breaking out much of the land on the,

claim the Randolphs lost the,.claim after a l l . They had

not enough money to file on i t PS the filing cost $15.00

and they had been saving up a l l summer to get enough,,money

to fi le. Finally when they had sevea the required amount

Mr. Randolph went to f i le and found that a negro preacher

had filed just three dpys before." The Rendolphs succeeded

in getting $100.00 for the improvements they had made,

then had to leave.

They filed once more on a cloira in the Kickapoo

country, but i t was undesirable for some reason and they

did not hold i t . Prom there thiey went to Chandler and

gave up-trying" to get free land. Mrs. Randolph's son,.

Jitfge William N. Randolph, was one of the two f i rs t

graduates from the Chandler high school. He was also one

of the f i rs t class of graduates in law from Oklahoma University.



RANDOLPH, MARY CATHERINE. INTERVIEW.

-8 - '

13057

The boys in the f i r s t law dl88s went before the

Legislature and persuaded than to s t a r t a law school .

They were told thcit i t could be done If the boys were

to go to school in the basement of the Carnegie

Library* The boys; were wi l l ing end so the f i r s t law

school s t a r t e d . .The Law bui ld ing , when e rec ted , was

261

dediceted to the boys of tha t f i r s t c l a s s .
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