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Ficld Worker!s nawe  Mery D. Dorwerd

This report made on (date) =~ Mey 6, 1938 . a \19&
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1., Name Mrs. D. J. Randolph ‘.

2, Foct 0."1'1"1:0 Address Tulan, Oklahoma

;

3. Residenco oddress (or locntion) 105 South Xanthus

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Nonth _ -~ ‘ Day Year 1863
‘5, Place of birth Mackinaw, IIlinois . y
{6, HName of' Fathor ) , Flace-of birth
[
UM LeT informat lon atout fa t‘wr - .
7. Ned: of Mother . Placc of birth
) \ .. a 24 i R

-+ ~0ther information about mother

X ~ . ‘ N {«ﬁ e

N
Notes or completo narrative by tle vield worker dm,allnr #&Ph thc llfo .and
story of the Nrion 1mxrvwwed. Ruf.r be Manual for sus:usted subjects
ard que-tione, Continuson blank s}::Ts‘: if neeessury and attach firmly to

thia form, Numbdy of shcets attached *

-
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Mery D. Dorwsrd,

| Invastigator,
. y €, 19838,

I3

Interview with Mrs, D. J. Rendolph,>
Tulss, Vklshona.

y
1
N -
>

Méfy Catherigg‘Lance Randolph, better\known as

Dolly, wes born in Mackinew, Illinois,in 1363.and came
\ i - -

ta Indian Terpitory 1§\}aas, living in the Osage country
taelve miles south of.Se@an, Kansas, Until her marriage
she lived with her fether in the old commissary building

xhich'ad been used for dispensing supplies %0 the Osage

indians.
After her merriage to L. J. Ren dolph thet} post-

of fice becems Chautauquas Springs, Kensas, just over the °

i —

line from their home. _M4r. Randolph had bern a cattleman

. ,
in Kansas, but had lost almo + all of his cattle through

-

<

“foot fever, an? he&d come to Indien Territory end started-
8 hill, which we:‘situated on the Caney Rive at its
confluence with Jird dfeeﬁ. The Handoiphs iived here
snong the Osages, with elmeost no white nelghbors, none

aithin several miles ‘and their closest nelghbors wei® —

cattle thieves.
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| The mill waec not much of e suécess and thé young

Rendolphs were not able %o m;ke a living et it. They"
arre almost "desd broke," but M;. Rendoloh hed -treded

. rround\thil he h~4g e\f@om 5} horses »nd & s~t of harness,
\;iq% he sgiiythe *ur's from the irill which had started

out 8s ¢ gristill but became ¢ sew mi1l for,?35.00 in

cegh énq the some emount in groceries rnd with this tiny -

: . , }
~t~%e the Rrndolphs started out to merke the Rin irnto old

Oklehoma in April, '89.

) Before they reached the new'cbun%fy they had done

t

mor» tr-ding until they now he? trn nonies eni 2 colt

to worry with. Enroute they passed ihrough Tulss and

A\
Y

cenped all night on the Tulsa side of the Arkensas

i1 rer, then continued on to Sepulps, the trip to

- .

armiipa taking them two deys. They went'on‘}nto,the

gickepoo country where thousands were encanped on the line

&

ready to meke the desh on the next @gf. Thej;were encamped
, \ ‘

\ .

in o canyon vhich hed & mnst peculirn o’or an® -they found-

next dey the t\ the peculisr odor came ;rqn a .den -0f rattle-

snaxes not & hyndred rnd fifty yerds from whers they were

encemped, . T — -

~
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Whenathe.gnn;wag“fired next day Mr. Rendoloh rode’
one of his horses and staked & claim in the nihe-mi}e ’ 4
vottom eighteen miled qorth of Oklahoma'Citi, thien went
back to get Mrs. Randolphl Sqon after their errivel-
on the claim & man welked up and asked, “where did.yo&
file?" Conversation developed the fact that the two

men had filed on the same claim but the stringer claimed

to have filéd ecrlier then Rendolph, thet is, he had

"Sdbn;red" the ciaim. The Randoiphs bi that time had

just $11.00 in cash, with two children, themselveg aad
their “orses fo feed. i th' no -money Eo fight the

iliegel claim there was nothingto be done but to gzive up

%nd let the man hsve it. .
Jot long_aftér thet a manﬂéame up to the Randolphs

"vho heﬁ brougpt ; lot of cattle w;th him\ffom K%nsas and.

shose clsim had been "Soonered” just as the Randolphs

had been. He offered to trede for the Randolphs' mare -

snd colt. The msre and colt were the propJ%ty'of

Yrs. Fandolph so she esked the man what he hed to tre-e.

e seaid he would give her two coxs and celv?s for her

-~

—vmre—an&—ee%%w~*iha;Eggﬁg}ggs were»so E&ré %p EPat‘the

- s—
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two cows looked pretiv good to them:eyen though the cows
vere & }ttle thin. The grass wes @ifepdy beginning to
grgw and the cattle would aséure.them of et leest a milk
supoly. “ ) R

Soon after this the Hanéblpﬂs heerd of & claim’on

LA )

Soldier Creek thet he? not-heen teken so they went over

o
_ , N

there and'established'éhgmgeivés. Mr. ﬁgﬁhalpﬁlhéaﬂé
little brecking plow end yitﬁ this he plowed gardens and
got &.11ttle cgsh which helped ouf greafly; Then he
found that people:&epé wantiné to fence ig their claims,
so one day he}bqught a crosécu{,saw and with the help of
Mrs. Randoiph he bégép meking fence posts. They cut Qown
trees, sawei them into sﬁort lengths, épd sbfd tﬂﬁn for
5 cents episce. He!would teke the posts to Guthrie,
Stgrting from home in the late afternoon, cemping all
night on the wey end arrivihg in Guthrie the next day.
All this time'tpey were living without a house. They

hed put up poles and stretched & wagon cloth over them

. ¢ T -

snd lived under that. ¢ Bach day,hpwever,they would saw

a few logs for a house. The crops were ﬁlahted by’

k)

¥r. Rendolph's breaking out the ground With a plow, while

s ot
e
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his wife followed after him and planted the seed. ihey

ned & good garden with the usual grrden crops end with

an esnecially nice bed of turaips.’ |
Therg hed been ; group of men from the'ééndolphs'.

old home ih"Kanses who hod come tn the new country with-

&
.

~ut their wived, Tﬁe mea had eipected to ftle on claims,

‘ut were nuged to'rouyhing 1t, didn't kno% how to make

the best of things and were in & bead wey generslly. ‘The
cnly way {ﬁpy-kngQ bf to meke eny ﬁonpy way to kill deer

;ﬁi try to sell the vepison. Wrs, handolph was good to
these men, gi%ing them Dioduce‘from herkgarden; milk to
use, doing their leundry ?orQEEem and iryinp in ever& )
ray to be a good neighbor. dNell, these men were just"
about‘staréed out, when ébmeohe éﬁvn them & great herd
of Texas cattlé.to‘watch} giving- them the milk from the
co%s:in return for watchiné them. One @ng they let those
cettle out end %et them go down and eat up the andolphs'
turnips.

By this time it ses Fell and the "andolphs were in

their little cebin. They went out one day to.sew posts,

taking the children in the wegon, into which they put all

258

s



RANDOLPH, MARY CATHERINE. INTERVIEW. . 15857 259
. 6. - )
their bed clothing to keep the ¢hildren wamm. Mr._and
_&ra.Bandolph built & big fire to keep the children wérmjthen
went off to saw posts. Pretty soon one of the c@ildréh
cam; nuqning, saying there was 8 big fire. The fi e had
spread to the wagon and had burned the wapon,;Sed cloth-
ing and all except the children and the horses. They had
;no other bed clothing and had loened their 6ther waggn
cover to some neighbcra. Mr, Randolph said, "I*11 go

i -

on to Guthrie, end sell the posts, and buJ some comforts

\ 1]

Then on the way back I'll stop and get the otler wagon

¥

t

sheet." Buv when he went for the wagon sheet the man
to whow he had loened it said, "ie hed a fire end you£
sheet.got burned up." | ‘ |
By this time Mr;. Randolph)had figured out & way to
‘ get some bed clothing. A neighbor had beéﬁ a boa;ding R
house keeper §qd had a great deél of bed clothing:
Nrs. Rendolphvhad some very fine chickens, and some time
previously this neig£bor had wanted to trade so@e beﬁ f
wcloghes-for chickens. At the time Mrs. Randolph was not
interested and seid no more about' it., Mrs. Rendolph also

hed some earbobs, fashionable 8t the time, which the

neighbor admired very much. But, after losing all her
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bed clothes Mrs, Randolph at once sent word to the neighbor
'the‘t she ;vould trade earbobs and 6}:;ickqna for bed ¢lothes
£ud the deal wes made.

The Rgndolbhs were amoyed meny times by wild c_ata
and penthers,’whicrh would attack their chickens and even
their horses. After breaking out much ;)f the land onl the.
claim tlie Rendolphs lost the:,claim after all. They had
not enough money to file on it es the filing cost $15.00
and they had been saw;ing up 2ll summer to get enough.money
to file. Finelly whe; they had sevédtherequired amount
¥r. Randolph went’ to fj—i;ie and found that a negro preacher
had filed jizst three deys before. The ﬁandolphs succeeded
' in getting $100.00 *for the ir;zprovements they had msade,
| then hed to leave.

They filed once more on & cleim in the Kickapoo
éountry, but 1t-was un('iesirable for some reason and they
did not hﬁld it. From there they went to Chan:ﬁer and
gave up etrying.‘ to get free land. “Mrs. Randolph's son,.
5uﬂge ‘Iiillign; N. Réndolph, wag one of the two first
graduateswrran the Chandler high schooi._ He was also one

of the first class of graduates in law from Oklahoma University.
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The boys in ihe first law.class~w;nt before-thé
Legi slature end peérsuaded them to starf/j laf school.
'They w;re told th4t {t could be done if the boys mere
#111ling to go to ;chool in the basement of th; Carnegig
Library. The boyé were willing snd so the first law
school sterted. ,fhe Law/building, when erected, was

‘dediceted to the boys of that first class.
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