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\An'Interview with Saphronia.Catherine Raburn,
Hartsh.orne, Oklahoma, Rt. 1 .

As 8 -rule, the pioneer families were'deeply r e l i -

giojs. Of course, e l l nevly-opened ter r i tory s have their

shere of outlavs one evil cherac'«rs. Pu-t the'r"*n vith

fa r i l i es , the bfcckboi.e ?f the country, "were ;>retty li'-'el-;/

to be ner.bers of sor;e church ir~i ni^stion.

,- I came to t:.e Choctaw 'Nation, Incien Terri tory,. about

forty-elfrht ^eers a^o. j-.i that tir^e pc pie lived, on sqatter- '

ed fariS, and i t nirht be ten n.iles ox r.ore f-rom a :\anTs ceb:r.

to the count:y church house, bufnevt-rtheless nuost'p.epple •

attended church services "-hm they- could, i t ^ e s ' a colorful,

sifht when the set t lers be^ento rather st their, l i t t l e ' church

houses; they Cciae in ox carts , t'srra rapons, puppies, on horse-

''-beck, end afoot. , •
* * •

The peoole were serious, herd-vor^ing folks.. "T-hey led-

hard, often lonely, lives and they needed the f-onfort -end

essursnee of religion.' And their ^.eetinrs afforded t-nem a • '

chance to associate va th neighbors, to\£osslp abouf their

crop,s end the we? ther. Their church life.'afforded1 them im-

portant social contacts. ' • . . . . ,.'
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v.hen we, f i r s t noved t~ th* Terr i t : ry "£ sett led

three tailes from Poteau . ""here r&s b church house.about . •

%r.ree hundred yards fror- ",~r c 'hin. J t vas-e one-room

lo? building, sbr.it twenty Teet by'sixteon, uni i t had been

buil t for a schoolhcrise. •>ch')~>l r&s s t i l l held t".ere'for
r

* f • *

short periods each year. ItT.'vas f subscription ?rh-ool,' and

the teacher rts £ f'r«. LeeV '-''The -h'ui lc'i np f-lso seryed as" a

church hoise. '• '•' > • . .,

?! lived so cl»->se to the church ho^e that the" preach-

e?s'\e&vl" elweys stayed v: -,h us c;rin<- : estiings. One, I.

r.emefflber̂  -as nar-ed-Johnny T i i l f r . another *as nared Far r i s .

Preschers. vere scarce then-; one ^rej.cher often care.d for
fo .r churches. Ke "o;ld preach £t one place ! one °undry, an-

other .the next; &nc the fifth Sunday the preeche,rs of the

district rould':.eet &nc hole \±et ?es called a "preaeher's
* , t

m . ~* "• '

meeting?" . -

I'y -husband tnd I b--Io:red to 'he ]'i - si^nery Baptist

c&urch and that was the kir.d o° church t.'.at w*s so clo.se

to our house there near Poteeu. ^e br"if ' \ t our. l e t t e r of

membership from the Ft. Nebo Church nep.r Kscrett City,
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Arvanses. There ve re o t h e r churches, too, in ~ur cor-

r.un:ty; the Church cf Chr i s t , C h l W "C&i pbe l l i t e?" by

ot . .ers , ] 'ethoc.i5t;-?resb-teri?H'.?; "ITf-.rdshe~l" B a p t i s t s .

r e lived in ft ^lr-ce c?-l~-c "Hro-ther-in-lev. H^HOF:*"'

neerly e l l the r en .n '"].e c i ' r .uh i ty , i % v &r- s^i'ti, -'ere

bro- r . e r s - in - le r . This -es • .re ?r l e s s "•" r. ;o':e, ' u t

tr.ere. v t s b l o t / t r - t h in the seyi^f, too." *.n old

fellov .-/...LC ?.lp'i:. h<.C a ' use f-.^J. if. dt f~r.ters, er.d

every t : . e :. '^.r-'d & y ; : ; - .::. :';-•. r i p :n 'he C;-J. one

of the c&j."hter.r r.ilz : er ry hir.. Old Fulfir h&d l o t s "of

"i th Icnc . r -: ' : rr , ..a. . . ' l j f >:. - ' . i l c t l^r cc t i r . .

Jess Ac?,. ", J::,r. HlcC'r.rc, I.V'ti. '-'*st' r , • :/. " ? : s te^ , n r i cr^;

vere *-."ll "• - tr.^-rs-ir.-lr,^ . «

fn Sot r:",r.y •;.&?'**'- th- r--'-chcr • c" expect-';, the

- I T . — * "

e t e l o v e n o V i ^ - - i . n * . . o , r f n i r i / - , &.rc h--(-.:n h t e i - h t i n '

i .

the evenin;*. ."e h^±A K*T i r>s, ' r e f c : \ - - / r ^ - the Bible rnd
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-" c i s t ) re*-. >. t p ; j r U ; P , - : i iu-.i. r.r ;«' , M*P."

t c ? ic> " : > - = ~ ' ' w M ^ e r •
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>
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* •> »
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- e -

Suncey, Tee olcJ ?->iks f;tt'-:,c<^'. • nc \ e c V - e i r v n c l e s s e s ,

c •* the : e i n p u r p o s e " th*4 " mday ""chools "en t o ter-oh

t h e v un-- f o i ' " - . "'e " e l t t . ' .et i t -••..-• *r>r a r e l i ? i - 'IP

• • ' i l o e x e r t e '- '". i r . f l ; - . . ^ ^ . , . r , -? ^ • ; r 1 ' : . c - < i f v ^ e - o ' t

ve l e t *h r: r,-v- ^^ ^ i^n't 3uncov "c:r ;>l pi en" en . '• (-v

e i i i '. *.':' ^ i ^ n i c - ", .< " f - . v • i r * : ' i c ~ 4 ; t < ° • • c ^ , *• n v f i t c . ' - -

y i t - n t h e v r n : n ' - : T t f . » t r - - c - ' ~ . "hf j ' i l r / T i ^ o o r . l e v e n t

y - . l - . v * , ^ , - o " 3 0 , • v . V 1 ; r • ;'•'»• * ? . : i l i e r > • ^ : 1 ^

u s u a l l y b e c ; . - r v . . « T 0 v.~ ?.r t : . e <"). . r c h ^ i i l ' l w . r .

C u r ; - r e - ' c : . ^ r >" v< d : n ^"-:- c mri.r,i'y r-n: s « r e t i 8 l i t

v r . e n . M s r e l i i o u s . : t i t f ; , j r r i ' t- . . Tn h o 7 . i H C ' vr, t ' l ft-X

w r - cr < d fit : i - *• • r r\- j r c r . - - ' ." A -\'-^ o v r - r ' m

:, r e hc>: t i i c ;.: r . t < " f ; r e . " e : - f . i ^ - r u r ^ t e v r r we c i.

r e s e i f - s r v , > r t : • e s ' r h • " w r b l e .

°."ber "f t h " C^r.pT^ro.ii ->n tn " e n d f chs?'xt,firv Tr)r , t h e
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\
\

- 7 -

for then and $hey rvjud do the preaching. ~
\

,,11 - u r i . u s i c v i f v o c a l ; ve l u s t d i d n ' t h?r e tn-y ,

>.r:'c of r™is"ical 1 r . s t r u : . e r . t s . Y e e r s L ^ t e r «?-. e • t h e

c h u r c h e s "*>t e'".le t ' h .;r ">r-'"2r.s. > r . "?n • • "-O>P ' e r e

sc-:.rce. : ' t e n '. t r r e a c . c r v - i l c - "«--t ;--> r.c r^ec1 tvo -

l l ' .es "J*"1 a " - > T ; ' " .^n "i;e c>nrre<r?-x!"••": " " u ^ " ?,: : ' • : t

f-ftpr h i r . . ~;-^i v . e ' c r e e d t ^ o "-*re 1'"' c J: , r.'" tr.- : e r . r e r s

- ^ •".*c s i r . - t h e , • n i f'o o n . , ^

_ i -t _ i . ' , » j i - . a i i . •» . VJ i- 1 »T • ' ' ' •*-v>

- -... = "* :.t J l i - i wi *". r "") r ' ' ' r:1 "̂ e ° "•• *v= V n ^n nd ' t .

!:e* v-t-s e ' u e e r r .en; i"" he j-.r.n^ur.c-ed t r .c t hf.- ' - ^ J c - resch

n s c e r t a i n n ; : v . t &t «j r h t r>f '"loc'<, he •• • 11d st<rrt ^re?-ch

!-,-• >t e; ->.t '-vr-n i f "nly or.c r.n:.b-er ".ere :*^ese:.t .

r.n-:t..-*r pr-e. c.v-r,,- e "r .&rdshel l" a ^ . e c F-:^-r B. " ~>n£,

rr.c 1 s t i l l re" er.bfr the e r u .e i i t s f . e t :.e f-.r.c : v h)r>v:end

uprC to r.ftve ^n t h e P'I j o c t . *' ^

?r. e - " the church : e r r o r s , ^ snoc i r , I l y *.v^?e l i v . n r
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et <-uite afa is tance from the church, r.i-r.t r.-.-t be e t l e to

attend &11 tr.e -re . 'cr : .eet i r , rs , the '-i1:!^ c l a s s e s , trie

the l i ' - e , :»,-, ch<;y <.ll . £o : i b l c s f-.t h .e, r.c *: e et- e"r

of the f a n I ; r ' - " - i - .;-n5>!*^y rec-c 8 chspt^r every r,i ~ht <'-nc

h&ve fsi. i ly greyer. I t ra« - ; r castor- t? ret'2".n thsnVs

before -vfry : e t l . "'hese p rcc t i cos ex>t 'he pi ^r^.-er a i -

i l i e " rr^r. forp-ott:- ' reli^-i "UP r h i n r s .

S e t . «-p a c i r n i t " v^ild htve "ni r̂. Wincey ":chsol,

end th i r -{.s & •- o." "hir.f: ecc-rdi •- 'to r.y : ^ecs. ''y - ,-

"union" 1 rej.n •-.«. t a l l Ahe ne^pl* o° e co ::.mJt", n

siat ter of ~!:&t *••' ^rch or cer. - i ;.?_ti •>;:, -̂̂  . c" p.ttcne ^mr.ey

Sch.-; 1 'o petr.cr*. o::eci&I I . t e r h t . r e . vt;= ^rocared cabled

"jiniOi l i t e r e t i r e . I* th : -ht ' J ? vr-r .-ooc,. DP-, ause

i t br;^(-;it r.fc.rh'c rs t e-* . " anl erved t " .• s'-e t -'n r.-?e

broad ;..if.c c. -

vnc^ t ;.v .•, i s . c l l y r-r't-r c r jps \^ere l e i d ' b y , we

hed prot r ctod r.eetl - s , or r e v i v a l s . They-so: et:r..cs

J TCC>S, "-:4.h -ervices et eleven o 'clock

k. ) ' . \ izc at eir. t r . M. every Ce:, They - e r e v r i r h t . . '
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