
RATLIFF-r JOffitl./ "INTERVIEW 1063$
/ 298



Is* INTERVIEW; • - , , JEotm A-JS-149) .$.06:5199
' • "-, BIOGRAPHY TOM. - • ' ' •-'' • ' . . - - —

- WORKS IROSUSSS'ADMUMlSnUfflON ••'. • ;. •
Indian-Pioneer His tory p ro j ec t - fo r Oklahoma

Id 'ihrV^v^ niine Ethel B. Tackitt*

T'irs r ^ o r t mad© on (date) April 36 ; - ' ..-T. 19^. 8'

lone Wolf. Klowa County. Oklahoma s : _

1. N'a"" >/r. John T» Ratlif'f

". ?c»"t O^f'^o Address Hobart>Kiov/a County. Oklahoma' i -
* • - *

:3» R&s-idsnve address (oar^'oenbion-) 724 South Main S-tr&d-t

,4. DATS OF BIRTH: ' Month October Day 10 'Yoar . 1855

• 6. Plane of bir th North Georgia' • >

?.6. Namo of Fathor William Ratl iff ' Place of b i r th

OtLer irformat ion about fatherserved as Confederate Soldier

Nam& of Mother Catherine Staple. Ratl iff Place of bir th Alabama

| "Otr.Qr information about mother Very industrious

Hadd cloth- and clothing for the family

K t̂es or coxpl-to narrative by tho fiold worker dealing v/ith the l i f e and
.story of the .vcrt;on interviewed. Rpf^r to Manual for sa;f.:cst&d subjocts

ni ^ae.'tipns. Continue on blank sJ.3at.:« if r ioccssary^|^ at tach firmly to
;this forrm. Number of sheets attochud v "6 shaaW< ^ ' •
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Ethel B. Tacki t | . •. •
Investigator, "• .. .
April 26,-1938-' '

, Interview with John £ . Ratliff
llobarfr, Oklahoma '

I wes born in the north part olS-the s ta te of-Georgia,

October 10; 1855. ~

£'/father,'.1/!•Plan Ratliff-, was a native of Vir-^i

n̂  served th*^--Confederacy? lie was a tanner by t m $ e . <•

i:j mother, Catherine Staple rfatliff ,-was lorn. in
* . • * * ' •

, and l ike many of" the ladies of that tiir.e looked
" " • > , • t . '

well to the rearfng of heryChiidren; she spun thread from'

cotton end wool which we carded by hand a t Kiir.e, the cotton

and wool bot^i were 'grown- on o- r own farn;, and rroirj'this thread,
/

* /
n her own hand made-' .loon., she nisde, the cloth * nd our cloth-

i * • -

ing by hand a t hoine,. »e children v/ege taugnt' to qard and>\

. "to" knit our so.cks, stockings., gloves and caps.

There was not much worry anonr, children about enterr

i i ti:e-evening for eoch child hau r.is esri,. nee .task

to cninlejie before He vv£- Tree to" rloy -end as ay childhood ,
* • • ' . " ' • " • . " 9

;cr^e in the time- of the Sivil1 «ar and tLe years following,
* - " / v • • " •

"l i t ' le tinie v;as tiven. to amusement. •• - "
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Y .
; .* -• I^same .to Texas "and-Settled at\ Hogers in Bell County*

•.jsfaSEe J;-f aiai|&d>,. an#d I', decided that I Wanted a home ill the

Indiana-country. Which the Government ha<d been opening for

m time to time.

The Cheyenne and Arapaho Indian coun ry had been

opened in 1892 and I was positive that -the Comanche and

Kiswa Indian country was going to.be opened-for white

settlers likewise, and I wanted to know what kin«d of

ooun'try it was before I made an effort to get a claim there.
• * - - . o * ^ - . . ' * • ^

I sold.out everything I had, taking the money* my wife,
» .. <

and children we.nt to »7eatherford, Texas, where we took the .•

train for ^ashitd County in the Cheyenne- country. , There I,

bought a wagon, team.and a

started out to loak over the country. "Sashita was- nbt ver.y

x ' • ' * • • • • ';* ••

well improved as most of th§ people were living in dugouts

where they had lived while proving up ori their claims.

We earned down onr 7?ashita River near e. little, village

called Shelley, JMU> not think there is any town at all there

now, but there was a very good.cheese factory at the place,

that purchased -milk from the farmers and helped quite a lot

in.making a living for them. , . ' * .
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I tookJiayN*amily7 ?pfcer looking over 7i$ahitaliJoun-fcy,

down into t.he Kipwa Indian country which i s now Kiowa ^

County, I t was not open for settlement V. en and the Indians

were camped along 21k;.Creek, .»ashitrj ,^iver and near Saddle

L!o'mt8in and on Rainey L'ountein Creek,

There were no roads' excsjt wâ on tracks and the grass

was high and rank. Ther.e were thousands of cat t le .a l l over

the "country, while deer and antelope were to be seen grazing;

like cat t le . They would even venture up -near to look at any- '

thing red or attractive about, a wa^on. <,uail and prairie ,

c.icken&were as const.on then as do.ve4 are na.v. There was not

one vthint, in the valley where .the ^county seat,^obart,now

steads, except the natural grQWti, of timber on &lk iireek*

The.-trees were of such size and,thickness, that they

wo:.;ld be astoMshinc to people at this ..resent, time, .as

r̂ ar.y Jiava been cut down and destroyed by the great fires that

Istsr swept the country. This timber- was cotton-wood, elm,

hackberry, red-^ud, wild ^repevines, plun^bushes, ^ecan trees,

walnuts and many other kinds.

The valleys were well tiovered with.llesquite that grew

-txich larger than the present, t rees, for these were old. The.
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Blue stem, sage a.nd tiesquite shrub formed a heavy carpet

ô 'er the prairies. The Needle graso with its sharp points

thŝ t gave name to it, when ripe waved like white floss in * •

the breeze and was just about as inflammable as pine shavings.

There were a few ranches in the country but most of

the cattle were handled by line camps as the cattle were

supposed to be only pastured on the land, and no substantial

buildings were ;ut up by the outfits that owned them. Usually,

the line riders lived in dugouts*

There was an Indian mission at Rainey Lountain also a

mission on Elk; Creek,south of the .present town of Ilobart.

Some of the Indians had houses on. lands which they had accept-

e<Ta~ŝ fneTr laome; these^hbuses had been builT^by the United

States Government in, an effort to bring the Indians to a

more civilized and permanent manner of living, but the most

of the Kiowas yet liveld in ta^pees and in .groups along th*

creaks. • . •'.

After this trip we returned to V/ashita county and I

rented an.Indian lease on tfashita River and .continued;to

farm, but I had my mind made up that when the Kiowa country
- . ' Jfe • ' • • • .

opened I ilfould' try to get a claim there for I thought
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the country beautiful .

The Indians were very much displeased abnut the Opening

and many of the o^der ones would have prevented i t .if possiblr ,

for they were vjtse enough to know that i t wo;ld mean the end ,

of t h ^ ^ | i p i # & l w ^ ^ ^ " 1A^^-- a&^ * ^ ^ r wild^pf e would van-

rish fdi'ever. This was a^grj%t'grief to thmim they cannot

be blamed when we witness the destructions/hi oh has taken place*

Before^ the-.opening,which took place in July of 1901 ,a great

fire started near the Rainy Mountain l.'ission. I t was never^

known-just how i t started". Some thought the Indians started

it to drive out the white people, but i t could have been started

froji the camp fire of some careless w&ite man jus't as easily,

and with j.ust about as much rsason as to lay the blame upon

t,he Indians.

1$ was a most awful f i re , before'the 'wind,over dry grass,,

burning off most of the joun^y. Cattle and aninals ran before,
i

it leaking for ttie watering places, Feopl'e who could not get.

out o'f the way, back fired against i t and the Indians protected

themselves in this way also, 7/hen the Drawing -time .cane the "burnt

over region rendered the heat almost unbearable to travelers.

t. ~I went £0 Fort Si l l where I registered',' but I failed to
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draw a lucky number and therefore did not drew a claim,

I then purchased areliquishraent from a man by the. name of

Jackson for I wa3 determined to win a home in Kiowa county«

I lived on i t and proved up on i t and for many years i t pro-

du'ced a good l iving fo£,ray family. I thought i t wpuld produce

a good living for my wife and I as lonr as we l ived. She i s

eighty^-one and I am eighty-two'and we love i t / b u t I gfietre S;
*

be forced to say that i t now hardly pays i t s taxes. We l ive

in\Hobart and no one be t te r knows the change then we.


