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U . Interviem with John L. Retliff -
: fobart, Oklghoma = - ‘

October 10 lsuuu

Iy father,wilTiém Ratliff, was a native of Vipginia

&nd seryed theuContederacy, he was & tanner by trede, ¢ _\\\\\\\\

PN

PN mother,Catherine Staple aetliff,was vorn.in >

N

. K ‘ _
nlevems, gnd like meny of* the ladies of that time looked .
well to the_reaffng of her childreus She spun thread from .

y * ' ¢

cot ton snd wool which we cerded by hand et ke, the cotton

-

and wool toth were‘grown en o.r own farm, and‘frog°this thread,

-

ot her-own hanu made 100m sre dee‘thc clotn' nd our cloth— ,

N S

Byp—e=m om e

ing bs hend at hohe; _ne ch11dren viege tauaht to caro dnd\\
. A - LN

o knit »ur socks, stpckings, eioves and cepse

F ) . . -
There was not much worry among children about enters |
tasngert i1 tle.eveniny Tor ecch child hal ris eseci, ned task

W e ,lese before he we- Iree to rley .ead as my childhood .
N e " . ' N4 ’

:2tue in the tlm ,of‘the-civir ~ar and tre yeers following,

- L .o

-

lit-le tlma was plven to a,use ent. . -
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s I*oame to Texas end settled ax aogere in Bell COunty"

~ t l I

where I fermed\, end I deqided that I ted a home 1n the L

Indian scountry ‘which the Government h d bj n Opening for

—white-settlemant 'from time to time., AT,

Kiowa Indian country was going to. be Opened for white

settlers likewise, and I wanted to know what kind of .

1

eoun:try it was before I made an effort to get a claim there.
R ' . P » 3

I _sold'\out ;everything I had, taking the ﬁm‘ney,z my wife,

and ch‘ildl;en went to Jeatherford, Texas, where Wwe 'bdok the -

’ trein for ’?ashita County if the Cheyenne country. 'There 'f

bought a wagon, team and & eeEnp outfit ahd with

o

started out to loak over the country. “'Iashita was n,ot ver.y

w?miiy -

improved ag most of ttilg people weTe 11ving in dugouts .
" where Phey had lived while ‘proving u,p on tbeir claims,
ed down ox ‘Iashite River near a little villege

called Shelley, \do not think there is any town at &ll there

now but there was a very good cheese factory at the place,
. that purchased .milk from the farmers and helped quite a lot
. o » N

m ma.king a 1iving for. tham. T - .
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amily, &*t»r looking over aaahita éounﬁy,_

§

down 1nto the Kiowa Indian countrj which is now Kiowa 5$
COunty, It ves not open for settlement t‘ep and “the Indians

wers ceaped eglong Zlk; Creek, +ashite River end neer Saddle

Lo'mtein and on Reiney l'ountein Creek.

. There were no rosds excsrt wagon tracks and the grass

.- - - - - , 2 - O
was high and renke. There were thousands of cattle.all over

3 © s

the "country, while deer and antelope were to bte seen graiins

like cattle, They would even vsqtuﬁe up .near to look &t &ny- .
thing red or attractive avout a wagon. (uail and prairie
I ; N N

c.ickenswere as comnon thea es dqvei.are‘gaa. “here was not

oné‘thing_in thé valléy where.the:ccunfy seat,Hobéft,now

st&aés, excapt the aatural gzewth of tlnbcr on klk £r seks
- The.-trees were of such size nnd t&lekness, thet thcy

woild be astonisﬂing to pgople-at'tiis ;reseﬁt.time,_aq

nary Jhave been cut down &nd destroyed by thé'great fires that

Ll §

later sweat"tﬁe country. This tizber wes cottaﬁ-wood,‘clm

hacaoer“J, red-uud wild ¢recevires, plum busnes, pecan trees,

,;alnut’s and m&nJ Ot‘ler kinds.f,_.“—;—'u;w

The valleys were well covered with llesquite that grew
. N e 3 ¢ © oyt . / “

r

;xéh.laggér than the prgsentftreés, for these were old. ‘The.
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Blue stem sage and hasquite shrub formed a heavy carpet

Fa Iy
.‘

4;

Kfr the prairics. Tho Needle grass with its sharp points
J}hét gave name to it, when ripe waved 1like white floss in
the breeze and was Just avout as inf‘ammab e as pine shavings.‘
There were g few renches in the country but most of
thc cattle were handled b& line cemps as the cettle were )
supy osed to be oan pastured on the lend and no substantial
buildings were rut up by the outfits'that owned them., TUsually,
the line riders lived in dugov.‘xt‘s._. |
There was an Indian miggiph at §é§£é§_mQuntain also a

mission on Elk Creek,South of the present tomn of Iiobart.

Some of the Indieans had_ﬁouseé on lands which they had accept=

ed as their home; these houses had teen builf by the United

States Government inaén,effbrp to bring the Indisns to a

gqré civilized end §cr§enent manner of living, but the most
of the Kiowas yet‘iiveﬁ in tegces_and in.groups along the
Crecks, |
'After‘this trip we returned to ashita copnty\and I

rented an.Indien lease oﬁ Washite River and continued| to

.

farm, but I hed my mind made up that when the Kiowa country

opened I‘@%’uld‘ try to st a claim there for I thought
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the country beautiful,

The Indiens were very much displeased sbrut the Opening
and many of the older ones would have prevented it .if possibls,
for thex were Eﬁsq epough to knéw that it wo:1d mean the end \

(X o4

:%gfe would van-

PR e -
# gnd they cannot

2

733

yghiehlpas teken places
N______Eggggg_théaOpaning,which took §lace iﬁ Jui& of léOl,a great
fire startgd'naar the Reiny Mountaiﬁ »ission, It‘waé never”
«own.- just how it started. ~Somc thought éhe Indians'starteg
it to drive out the white pcovle;sbut it could heve been sterted

froz the camp fire of some careless white man just as eagily,

end with just about as much T=ason es to lay the blame upon

W P — R

the Indigns.

L& was e most ewful fire, before the wind jover dry gress,

- -~

burning off most of the countiy. Cattle and animals ren before.

it making‘for the watering piaces. Feople who cSuld not get. .

cut of the‘wéy, back fired egeinst it and the Indieans protected
themselyes in this wa& also. ihen tre Drawing ‘time csme the burnt
‘over region rendered the heat almoest unbesrable to travelerse

. 1 went to Fort Sill where I registered, but I failed to
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dfaw é iucky numbef and.thcrefore did ﬁot drew a claim.

I then pﬁrchasad a'rcliquiéhment from & man by the neme of
Jackson for I wa;‘determin9d to wia ; home in Kiowa Countys
I lived on if and proved up on-it and for many years it pro-
duced a éood living‘foﬁﬂaw family., I thought it would produce
a good 1iving for my wife and I es lonyr as we lived, §he is
eighty-one an§ I am éighty-two’an&'Wc love it,f%ﬁt‘I gfiévé oS
:bé forced to géy that it now hardly pays its taxes. We live

4

im Hobart and no one better knows the change then we,



