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Ophelia D. Vestal,
Investigator,
December 11, 1937.

Interview with IvZr• T. l<» Price,
• -? . .L~..Yton, C

I came througi. this country from Texas, goiog to

Kansas, iff May 1880.

Uy wife, daughter.,and" I drove through in a covered^

wagon, camping anywhere *e" co\>ii find wood and water ond

good grass for our horses.

One day we were driving j.long .iec.r where Lawton now •

stands, and decided we had better stop for lunch. <e

. had a supply of food "with us such as flour, sugar, coffee,

a barrel of pork and some smeller things, including so-.©

canned fruit t,nd vegetables, 'in the good deys, people

used to use Dutch ovens and among our possessions «*ts u

Uutch oven,

A S our lunch was being prepared, I noticed s person

riding towLrd us very fast and the horse 7/as barebacked.

When reaching us, it was an Indian squaw. She had a

beautiful blanket around her shoulders and across her

shoulder she carried a sack. Jhe jumped off her horse,

c^me-up to our campfire jabbering and making signs, .»e
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couldnH understand what she meant. Joon she jerked

the %ack from over her shoulder and emptied it* in i t .

v/ere two small t u r t l e s , a l i t t l e s^m-ller th&n saucers.

She cut them in the f i re turnin -' then on the i r backs.-

I tr ied to t e l l her how cruel i t ..;-s ;o do th;.t.

she -.sould do v/es to' lau^h tnd jabber, -̂ oon the

tu r t l e s *ere> de-d c.r.d then she cooked them'i. l i t t l e

longer; then she n.te tLeic,

On and on we traveled to our new hcr-e, seeing nony

strange e igh t s . Once v?ev shyi a band of asout twelve

Indian nen coming toward u s . . They were r iding s traight "

toward us.'."/hen we were getting.very nervous, the^. turn-

ed in a northern direction'going toward Fort b i l l . v<e

thought xhey..,!ere gone for good but not long afterward

they ceme back -by us carrying a beef behind them, '-hey •

had been for their beeves -which were given to them

at Fort S i l l .

I t v?as" a very long road ai.d v,e did not see any

houses for many miles; i t v/as just a wild open1 country v

.<e had very hard times. Once I remember'very well, we '

douldn't find any water. .*e drove for miles but f inal ly .
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had to camp near Buffalo Spring near Ddver, The

next morning we started on our way s t i l l looking

for water, I noticed another -Indian coming toward

us waving papers in his hand. Riding^near us he hrnd-

ed the papers for us to read,' He told us \v v/ejra*

driving through whtt .<_-.,> known as ;'.ennesoey F la t ,

south of Enid. Pie was a big'chief of soi..e t r ibe ,

making signs for us to follow him, as L had raude

him understand .,e wanted v.ater badly, -e followed

the old Indian for ab ut tv<o hours^ to a big bluff

where ;«e found'red rrater, the f i r s t a;.d only red

v,;ater I have ev-r seen. I thought he would soon

go on his way but he .vouldn'tj he kept staying with

u&i . I tQla my v.lfe that he must be up to some

meanness aiid we haa b e t t . r give ;:im souethir.g; then

maybe he "woulKl̂ go on. So we gave him a large piece

of-bacon, I had h©£<r§:xtihat-Indians d idn ' t l ike pork

but 17hen 1 offered th i s one the bacon, he tcok i t

end lef t .immediately.

. I t took -«& twenty-tv/o days to make the -trip to
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our new home, fte lived 'there for five, ye^rs; from-there

went to Western Kansa-s staying for fifteen years, soir.3

then-,to iJ.ocky ?ord, Colorado. _ ,*fter l iving there two years
f • • ' • -

fse rituri^sd to Fort S i l l about the time of the opening.

.1 1'he R<?.ck Island Hailroad v/as beinj graded to lay

the track into Lawtqn in December, fte were watching the

men work,-Y<hen they/plowed into a skeleton o£"some b i s *

•animal jiist abojit where the de^ot in Fort S i l l i s

, located.. 'lids created a lot cf exeitenant but the Icihd

of.anirr̂ l, was never decided"on, only'i-t v;as tna remains

'of' sorae'"prehistoric; animal.

• • • Since that'time I have always liveI in Comarche

County, t have'met and talked occasionally nith seme

people from Enid. ' One pers n -told me when we were at
(

the bi^ bluff where ve found the red water, 7/e only

lacked about tv?o ::iles ^t being at a creek called Skel-

eton Creek, whore the Indians always killed all the

white people who passed through there. ,


