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Ophelia D. Vestal, ~ ~ -
Investigator, e
December 11, 1937, ' CoC

an Interview with kr, T. . Price,
7 L.wton, Cklehoua.

I ceme throug:. this country from Texas, going to

Kensuzs, i1 kay 1880,

.

Ly wife, daughter =znd" I drove tlrcush in & cocvered

£ o
wagen, cemping enywhere we could find vwicod and weter ond

»

good grass for our hcrses,
One dey we were driving «long ne.r where Lawton now -

stends, and decided we had better stop for lunch. e

~

had & supply of food with us such as flour, suger, coffee,
a barrel of pork &nd some smeller things, includingz scue

canned fruit «nd vegetzbles. 1in the food deys, people

used to use Dutch ovens znd amcng our pOSSESSions wis u

Dutech ovene. =

¢

«s our lunch was being crepered, I noticed & perscn
: . s X

riding towerd us very fast and the horse wes barebacked.

‘

When reaching us, it was an Indieén sguaw. OShe had =
beautiful blanket arcund her shoulders znd across her

s@oulderﬁshe carried & sack. she jumped off her horse,

4

cgme-up to our campfire jebbering «nd reking signs. we

\
\

\
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couldn't understaﬂd whet she meent. soon she jefkgﬁ
the fack from over her shoul@ér erd emptied it in it
were two smell turtles, a little sm.ller then saﬁcer;.
She put-them in the fire turnin - thenm on their;péqgg..
I tried to tell rer how cruel it .cs %0 o thot. 9113\
she »ould do wes to lauch end jabber. ocon the

turtles were decd ard then she cooxed them'e little

longer;, then she :tte tiemn, K -

On end on we traveled to our new hone seeing reny

~

strznge »ights. Once we s&Ww o bend of acout twelve
: @

‘e -

Incien men coming toward us. . They were riding straight
™~

~ >

y . . s
toward us.ihen we weré getting.very nervous, .thég turn~ .

v

ed in « northern direction’ going towerd Fort 5ill. e -

¥
. [

theucht they .were gone for good but not lons afterward
\ : . .

they ceme back by us cerrying & beef behind them., =hey -

Iy
e

hzd bveen for their beeves which were given to them

et Fort Sill.
It was a very long roed ai1d we @id not seé any

houses for meny miles; it wes just & wild open’couniry.
(4

ve had very hard times. Once I remember ‘very well, we '

cowldn’t find eny weter., <& drove for miles but finally.



 hed to camp neer Buffalo Spring near Dover. The

g
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next morning we started on our way still looking o

3 +

for water. I noticed another Indian coming towerd

us}waving papers in his hand. Riding_near us he hend- :

. ed the papers for us to rexzd, He told us w werss .

driving througch whet wo. Xnown as :.ennessey Flat,

south of Znid. IXe wus a big chief of sone tribe,

3 . ' }
ueking signs for us to follow Lim,

as I hed made‘

him.understand we wented weter badly. .e followed

the old Indien for ab ut two hours, to a big bluff e
- ,

whére\we found red water, the first &:.d cnly red

gétgr I have ev.r seen. I.thought he would séon : ’

~

go on

-zl

ais wey but he wouldn't, he kept staying with

~

. \» ‘,A\ . - -
use . I $01& my wife tzat he must be up to some
meenness und we hed bett.r give iiim souething, then S
maybe he wouldigo od. So we gave him & lerge piece .
: N XL '

of bacon, 1 had heard “that Indisns didn't like pork

but yhen I offered this one the bacon, he tcok it

end left immedistely.

. N

eI .
It took ws twenty-two days to make the 'trip to
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our new homc. %e lived ‘there for five ye;rs; from' there
. St

went o Western Kemsas St&yln” for flfteen yedrs, z0i

! ; o v
’ LY

ﬁﬁen-%o ﬁockr r@rd Colorado., «fter livfng tﬁfre two years
f A J
we réturnp& tc Fort 8111 about tne time of the opening.

3

.. The R@Cﬁ 1slana na11road was beln- graded to lay

»

the track into Lawtqn in Decembér. ﬁe were watening the

.
x

men vorh - when +heﬁmloweu 1nuo a skeleton of’somv big

>

aplmhl 3@39 aboilt where the deVOU iz Fort Sll is now

- -

. located.. les created 3 1ot of excluem,nt but the zing

of ,aniral was never decided on, only’ it was tue remains

3 , -
P F B

‘of  some ‘preiistori¢ animal,

. Since that time I have always livel in Comarche

) Lodon

County. I have met and talked occasi-nally with some

P
N ‘e

people from Znid. One pers'n -told me when we were &t
* . B - . . -
the bi; bluff where we found the red weter, we only

" lacked about two :iiles .f being 2t a creek called Skel-

- <

eton Creek,where the Indiens always killed all the

white people who passed through there. .

¢

7



