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Mildred B. McFarland
Interviewer '- * •
July 28^937 -

• ,, '• Interview with Chas Howard Terry
. 910 East Hurd Street , Edmond, Oklahoma.

- My uncle, warren Sh.elden, started from Cyrithiana, Kentucky, •

in the spring of 1889, for Oklahoma. He had read of the wonderful

opportunity*in land to be opened for settlement April 22, 1889,

He made the-Hun from the south,, and staked h i s claim about three

miles south of Sdmond.. He rode on the cow-catcher of the engine.,

and when the t r a in stopped he jumped off aid ran three miles be-

fora placing h i s f lag.

He made a dugout tti which to l i v e . He lived in th i s for

one year, in the meantime he was collecting logs and preparing

them to build a two room log cabin. After t h i s was finished he

sold the place to my father and moved back to Kentucky.

'• ••>. Father buil t an extra room on the cabin.. Hy parents had

ne.ver aeen cotton growing before coming to Oklahoma. They-plant-

ed ten- acres of i t to see what i t was l ike but they

how to piok i t . They took gaLLon buckets to the f ield to pick

t h e i r cotton in. I t took them two weeks to pick four hundred

pounds. They got so t i red my father offered to give the res t of -

the field away but the man refused i t . In 1891 Father bought the
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first thrashing machine in Oklahoma and ho thrashed fora 11 the

community. The first year he thrashed ninety thousand bushels

of grain. He kept the thrasher two years then secured a job as

engineer in the first flour mill in Oklahoma County in i893.vHe

worked there for several, years while he hired outside help to

farm the land.

One extremely cold night my father rode horseback to Ed-

mond in search of a doctor. The snow and slset were so thick

a person could not see six feet in front of him. A man was

found frozen to death on the street a few minutes after father

and the doctor left town. 'When they arrived at home they found

1 had arrived before them. The doctor's chin whiskers and'mous-

"taaae had frozen together. 1 was born in a real blizzard.

My earliest recollection of pur home and furniture, is very

vivid. Father'had bought a cook stove and a l l the rest of the

furniture was home-made. Our beds were fastened to the wall

with pieces at leather for hinges. In the daytime they w«ra

folded up flat against the wall and held there with rope ex-

tended from the ceiling* The tables were r̂ aae of native lumr

ber. The chairs were made of split logs, smoothed on the flat
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aide a'm with th ree wooden pegs f o r ' t h e l egs .on the rounded side

The top o r smooth side was covered with cow-hide. \le sec tired our

water from a spring' close by*.' Mother made our carpet ^y hand and

when she was ready, to put i t on tlie f l oo r Father woula brin^; in

great armloads of oa t straw and spread evenly on the f loor und then

they tacked the carpe t do\m on the straw.. This was s t re tched very

t i g h t and when i t was f inished i t was two o r t h r ee inches t h i c k .

There were p len ty of v, i l d tu rkey , dea r , s q u i r r e l , rab i t s , •

•pra i r ie chickens>md an occasional buffalo in thisMJountry a t t h a t

t im*.

T?hen I was aboiifr^thrg'§'"*years o ld t he neighbors for miles

around would come to our house and hold t h e i r s inging school. I t

sometimes turned in to a dance. On the Fourth of Ju ly the re waL.a

b ig ce lebra t ion in Bdmond. Th« main event was a horse rnce . Thd .

main s t r e e t was used as the race t r a c k . Anyone could en t e r t h e i r

hor se . - , " <

The boys of pur community used .to make and f l y k i t e s for

tinui. 0n« day severa l Kickapoo Ind ians , from the r e se rva t ion about

f i f t e e n mi les eas t of Bdmond, came t o town as we were f ly ing our k i t e s .

They were fasc ina ted witlrthem and gave us one d o l l a r apiece for them*
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.These Indiana would bring the i r ponies to Edmond to sell*

W« could ,buy $hera for from $5.00 to $15.00 apiece.

The f i r s t Oity Hall stood where the Student's 12at Shoppe

-now i s located at 15 North Broadway. I t was a one-story frame

building, erected in 1891.' The walls are part of the original ,
i

building. .

^ . The. fire-department m\s very unique. It was called the

bucket brigade.V It consisted of a. hand-drawn spring wagon with

racks on the sides to hold fifteen or twenty buckets. There

were about four to six barrels of salt water to each town b^ock

. for the water supply for fires. The fire alara m?s three pistol /

i + ef wo.

The town marshal was always chairman of .he bucket brigade.

y
The sidewalks were made of wooden boards.

I have lived in and around Sdmond a l l my l i f e , watching i t

grow. My wife, fi^e children and I were a l l born within a' radius

of five miles of Sdmond. Tie are dis tant re la t ives of Daniel Boone

and Lord Baltimore of Maryland. .
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^ . . Sezoual L* Teirell, trtio liveo at 403 Coy St. f Tahiequah, Oklahoma

woo bean in Georgia in 1B?C* ~ So i s a white men.

Jfcfcher • Md Toaell

bother - Adoline KX)BTOQ Toweil

They came to Cane Hill, ,-jpkaiiaes iu 187S. iis canie to oklahoua

in im&.

I built tha fir«t IKTOS© 1B s?eatvili© thet wes built by Q

9 just aortlwBBt of depot. Albert Albertv, Bill Fllllsmc and Jim Holland
/ •

tbs only bualntta* houses In WeatTille, Okln.

I oara© to TaJileqaaii la 1§O1«» "ify brother and I went into .the.

•ho* and boot oaking buainesa. we cede lota of boots for the ©arly coir boya«

W« w#re i s tits shoe and boot rooking tmsineea twenty-tliree y^ars.

^ first school and only that i ever attended TTCS at Caae Hill,

Capt, Carneyten, Major Earl and a Miss Cole were the tcacherc

Silliam Allison of 'mhlŝ tuOi «as ray school mete* Dr. Tom Allison of

SaoA Springs, Oklahoroe was going to Cane Bill School when I was there,(also

•Dr. John AXllsan of Tablequeh was going there*

X put in the f irst produce business in Tahlequah, 0iOa« I also

pot in the first second hand store that was in Tahlequah* Old ZSBH Applctree

anlth, thon living out west of town on the old. Indian Agency, was ay first

customer after I opeaed up zop produce business* He brought in e load of

turkeys and I aeked him what he vented for them and he said that he had to


