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Eugene V. Murray,
'"' Investigator,
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\n Interview with Mrs*. r,allie Sturdivant,
523 east 13th 5tre«t , Ada, "sklahoma.

l!XB. Sal l ie Gturdivunt «as born July. 2ft, 1874,. in

Red River County, Texas, na-.r J larkevil le. >,lr. -John

Stawart, her fother, was born somewhere" in il-antueky, her

mother, Mrs. Nancy Stewart, w-is born nfcnr Katqhbz, ?^iseis*-

sippi. tSr, Steifartvwas a Confoderrjts yeternn of the Civil

War, anc was also at one time a small slave h^ld^r. Two

brothers and a ' s i s t e r , a l l older th.an Mrs. Sturdivant, wero

born in. Louisiana. Ifirs. Nancy Stewart the Mother,was by

bloo<*. ono quarter Ohoctaw Indian, her mother being one of

thos^of the t r ibe who'did not migrate to the Indian Terr i -
• i * •

t ir/"Hiring the ,gre-:t removal period",

Itrs. Stu'rdivint *.aa thr^e yenre and' six or sevsn* months

old when the family :©ft Hed Kiv«r County, Texas in the

winter or 1877.

'fhe family property on le-iving «ed «iver uounty consist-

ad it three wagons, containing household £oods and elothlngj

twsnt /-five or th i r ty ca t t l e and about ten head of horses.
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Mr. 3ta?/arfc drove «nn wa^ )n >md the two b o ' s , twalve

and f i f teen yenro old , dl'oY/J-onn wa^on each on .the

journey. Mrs. S tu rd lvan t f s older s i s t e r drove the

ca t t l e rind extra horaoe, nha did thlo- 'as a nat ter of

i'h« hiindrod '.nd rlrt.v n i l e ,. .urniy to tho

t e r r i t o r y n ss cw.plHt.ijd in I .U i-e^ru^y^ 1.373,

tha'ffaclly crocsl.".:: the !<ed lUvnr ni i>ro<,n's porry ^
T

thir teen ;fcil«a s<«ith v>r Thaokervl l i s»

', k'x* fjtew-irt h'id u brotnor—kn-l'iw n̂-.i s i s t « r l i v i n g

n« Thack*?villo and becaiB« of thiE tha fntally chose

ThaoKerville as a bflae of, oporntl >nfl in the T e r r i t o r y .

Ur. Stewnrt" rented a"^farm here oix which the r\\mily l ived

for j>n« year, making a very good crop . There were no •

schools at Thaokervi l le , however, and Mr. and Mrs.

8t«wart, wantiiij1: to put the chi ldren in oorne echool, de~

eided So move where there nno a school . For t h i e purpose

t;.e family moved to a farm th-rec miles west of Lebanon which

-.as the location of the Old Lebanon Indian Academy. This

farm, or r a the r t r a c t of v i rgin land (was leased from a Kirs.

LoHja Stewart »ho, however, was no r e l a t i o n to the

Stewart f'^mily in quest ion. Here, Mi*. Stewart had to
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improve th© land, stnrtl'h^ from "scratch1' as did many

of the pioneer se t t lors of Oklahoma. rite built a two « . %

room log house vith a connoctm/ hail between the two

r\->om», «ach room having a »catJ chimney and fireplace.

He alsa built a Xox b^rn and tr-o lot ^riba for feed,

and encloasd a hundred acres of laud Y?ith a ra i l (lo?:)

fence. ,

lies* StUrdivant rememoers the journey from Tfcacker-*

yillo to Lebanon well and though the distance between the

two places was only about twenty-five miles yet i t required

mure time to make the t r i p than i t did to make the t r ip

from Red River County, Texas, to Thaokerville. This

because the Intervening country vas heavily wooded and
the creeks,

since the trip wae nade in the spring/TtQ-Th**!:© were

'if their,, T.ere ne!.rly a l l out of their banks. The t r a i l ,

since i t was used principally by horseback riders was not

wide en->u*$h in most pieces for wa^on travel . The three

«a;;oas *>ere "pushed" along through dense thickets of dog-

xoi$s persimmon, sumach and other growthB, in many places

over rough stones and in others being rtJ
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, between the larger t rees; -.Many -trees had tb be felled

before any progress at a l l could be' made. Sometimes-.a

wagon would become^ bogged down in crossing!a ereek at

which time a l l hands including the children were needed

to set i t on i t s r?ay again. Sometimes th»'»o>5ons had to

be »smun? across the creeks,, -is 1'id V\*> extra stock. \t

times, Mrs. S t u r d i v n t ' e mother, 14rs. Stewart suffered

muofep because of her fe^r that tĴ © stock ^ould be dro-vned.

The house m the Leb'Uion f.*?r?n was without a floor for
* * • - .

86Ter'-l years and. because of this the family experienced

an ex'-apemting diff icul ty , r pro1 lom which they were some,

tine in solving. Nearly ©ve.ry time anyone -cat in a chair ,~ "•

the chair would sink 'into the ground several inches thus
#

e-^iar, th^^ground to. be very soft, Mrs. Stewart t r ied
u i l ently to remedy the situation by souring water on the

r,r und in the house to c use" it to settle and pack." But

nn matter how often this wns done the chairs would still
v

sink whwn B;>t irk by anyone. The situation W'S explained,to
>

certain of the neighbors but these people could o^fer no

'solution nt a l l .

~>ne day, ^n Indian, whose name Mrs. Sturdivant cannot'

remember, came by swid stopped a t the Stewart home for d inner . -
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This Indian who incidentally was uifce old, almosti

spoiled the farai-l'y'B. dinner by calialy informing-them' ' __

they had built their house over the graven of. an Indian

family who had lived*thsre many years before. Thus the
r

riddle f̂ the dink in.' chairs was solved at 'ist.

Th«ro were two othsr Indian burying ^r-vrnds located-

less than a cunrter of a mile from the Stewart home which

the .family had been wondering aMut for quite s as t ine.

The Ster? r t s never did move their house from i ts pl^'ce

ovffr the ^r-.Tes but thsy did pit in a hs*n 1??, floor and

lived in the house for six years,
V - *

Sjon after laovtii^ fco the Lehanon location '«rs.

tewart begai nroceedtngs^hich. would enable her tq be ad-

mitted to the tr ibal rol ls with citizenship r ights . She

ruj3a application in 1331 but %-us not admitted to cit iaan-

sn;i until 1883 during which time she had ^reat difficulty

in proving h^r e l ig ib i l i ty , wuite a numb a r* of th&- Indians

it the territory remembered her o".rent.' nnd grandparents

' ifc yt -sissi' pi when they were till children but did not,

f - )urse, rftmen&er JJ^»S, Stew«rt as she had not been born
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at t'hat time. I t was necessary to •&Qs.'over° the ro i l s .

-with, the authori t ies , snd with hor atj^rney^ a Mr.

- ' ' • < , .- "
KoCu^tain, ,nnd trace her.lineage b«fiK ifor over eeventy-

V ' ' ' ' • " - • - « .

fiv«, yeara before she was rma' ly #dmitt«3 to her Vifthta. . '•

Some' time after se t t l ing m, the Lebanon jjlace fj(r»
• v - ' . • - . . • . - • . • - . ';
Sterart built a teaa^i hjuae on his pl^ce for his helD

i. , . . • •

as he had by this time begun to farm on "quite a large
t'~ • . -

scale as the farm, which ras in the Wilson Creek bottomst

was Very productive. The nearent cotton »̂ in ro-a five or

six miles from the Stewart farm. All su'.plies and staple,

groceries were bro.ueht in from Denison and Sherman, T«xaa,'

Mr. Stewart took his allotment in 1839 three miles

south of \toka and moved the fnmily there from the Lebanon

vlace. This move was also made for the aatce of better and

handier schools. T ds allotment was improved by Uv. Ctetiart

aa a larger scale thaL. the Lebanon farm had been and it

,remained the faiiily hone until the death >f Mr. and Mrc.

Stewart. Mrs. Stewart died in May, 1895. Mr. and Mrs.

Sturdivant nera married in 1896. Mrs. Sturdivant was .twenty-

t;«o -aara old at thus time. The newlywed8i,,t$e& took their

allotments six ̂ iles northwest of Ada, near Uie present

"o



T, SALLIK . INTK.WISff • .13625 ' '. •

- -7 -

school snd established their h'bme th«ren This land

was improved b;/"{3yt*' Sturdlvant and' made into fi very pro- .

ductive fartn and, this property, consiotin^or five "hundred

and sixty-fivo acres, s t i l l belongs t.o !«&•«. flturdivnnt. .

Ur» Stuedivant died in U10 bat Mrs. Sturdivent and her

jgil/'child, Olauda 0. Sturdiyant, nor? undereheriff of

Ponw>toc Coanty, liv^d on this property until the soring of

1912. Th« widow and h§r son th«n moved into Ada BO thnt~ the

by « )uld have bettor eohools. The preserrt Sturdivant hojne,

loo t^d nt 5H3 Koat 13th Jtreet in Ada, ia s t i l l the family

rosidence aild Mrs. Stardivrtnc who built the house in 1912,

shar-ss it nith her son and daa^itor-in-law and grandchildren*

?.lra» fturdi'Vant ia now sixty-five years of age.


