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yrs. Sallie Sturdivunt ras Uorn July 208, 1374, in

gcd River Zounty, Toxss, ae-r c}arksviilg. M. -John
Stewart, her ?ather; was Sorn gowewhere in ﬁencuck}, hér-
mother, Mrs, Nancy Stewart, wag born neoar ﬁatqéez, Missis~
P 4
sippi. &r, Stewart . wag a Confederats VQ¥er§n of the Civil
7ar, anc  was also at one time a small slave holdsr, Two -
bpothérs and a‘sister, all older then Nrs. Sturdiyant, wers
born in Louisisna, Mre. Nancy Stewart the Mother,was by
bloéﬁ- one quarter Choctay Indian,lger mother Qéing ons of
zhquigT the tribe Eho'did ﬁot‘ﬁigrate to the Indian Terri-

3 : . .
‘:ury%&gring the gfewt removal period. .

Mrs. Stugdivqnt vas thrae yeurs and“%;x or seven;montha
>ld when 'the fnmiLQ .oft Hed River Gounty,vTexaq in ihe
Eidter or 1877. ‘.

The family property on lesving gad niver County consist-

8d Or three wagons, contalning household ;oods and clothing,

twent /~five or thirty cattle and about ten head of horses.
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Mr. Stewart drove ne wa.om and the two ho's, twalve .

’ - N

<

5 Lo .
and tifteen yenrs old, drovs-one wagon each on the

‘journey. Mrs. Sturdivant's older sister drove the ..

gattle and extra horses, she did this-as 1 oaatter ot
o . e 19 - o
/ . wde
chdice.  rhe handred nd 11ty wile o ournsy bt the
4, . ¥

«

[adtan Perritsry v u complatad in | .te rebra¥isy,. 1373 :
) F Y )

’

the tamily croealay the wed Hivar al sro«n's #erry "

thirteen ailes soath or ‘thackervillio.

v Nr. Stewart had a brotncr-du-law sng slstsr 1iving

ne Thack~ville and becaise of this the family chose

-~

Thackerville as a bhase af,gputhi>na in ths Tarritory.
“trmn ~ ” &
. s s PO i
MUr. Stewart rented a farm hera»gglqpich the “amily lived
ﬁ!“:}u

-

for sne year, making a very'good erop. HThera wers no
schools at Thadkorfille, hoﬁever, nnd Mr. and Mrs.

Stewart, wanting Eo put the children in some school, de-
rided tou move whara thc;é nla a school, ﬁor this purpose
Yie family moved to s farm three wmiles west of Lebanon which
=48 the locdtion of the 0ld Lebanon Indian AcQAomy. This
fama, or rather tract of virgin land was leased from a Mrs.
Lottie Stewart who, howsvaer, was no relation to the -

~

Svewart famlly in question, Here, Mr. Stewnrt had to
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improve the'land, start{ng from "scratch’ as did many

" of the pioneer settiers of Oklahoma. He buiit a t=o <

2 "\"“*.
g .

room log house with a connectin: hall betmeen the two

rooms, sach roow havinZ s ?cat? chimney and finpp%éeel‘
. ) };

He slso bullt & o vern and tro lo: ~ribs for fead,

and eaclosed a hundred acres of lend with s rail (log)

L

fencs.,

A

Mrs. Sturdivant rememuecs the journey from Thacker-

02

t

vil;a to Lebanon well and though the distance betwean the
$wo placeg was only gbvut ﬁwanty—fivg miléa vet it reanuired
mre bims to make the trip tham it did o make the trip
from Red Riyer County,’Taxgs,t?'Tﬁaqkegvil}e. This wae
beca.ase ths intervening couﬁtry wag heavily wooded and
the crecks,
since the trip was made in the spring/*nn—tharp ReTs many
. of then, vere ne'rly all out of'éheir banks. The traii,
since it was used principally by horssback riders *as not
wideAénuugh in moat plices f?f wegzon travel, The three
wéquns rare ;pushed" slorg through dense thickets of dog=-

%234, persimmon, sumach and other growths, in many places

7
auncing over rough stones and in others being *squeezed"
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. betwsen the larger trees: ;Maﬁy.srées had to be felled -

ngorh'any progress at all could be’ madle. Sometimes-.a
wagon would become bogged down {n croséinésa sreek at
which time all hands including the childfen\warﬁ needed

&

.o gset it on 1te way again. Sometimes’ tha wezons had to;/
s
be 'swum' across the creeks,. 15 114 the extra stock. %
times, Mrs. Sturdiv ht's‘ﬂother, draf Stewart sufrered'
much, bec2uae of her fear that the stock fould be dro:ned.
The house 'n the Lebu.on farm was without a fioor for

.. “

sever=l years and because »f thie the family experienced

oy

aﬁ ex~spernti§g difficulty, ¢ pro‘lem which thay ﬁgre soma,
time in solving. Nea;ly avary tﬁme anyone -gat in a chai; j:‘ia
the chair would éink‘into thewégéina se§er§l ihche§ thus

e ving thgﬁgr)und to. be very soft, ¥rs. Stowa;t tried

ii; rently to remedy the situntion by vouring water on the

ar und.in the house to c-usé it to settle and pack.” But '

n~ matter how often this wns done the chairs would still

sink when é*t in by anyone. The situasti-n wes expln‘ﬁed to
certain of the neighbors but these perlo could offer ng
solution at all, |

‘ne day, #n Indisn, whoae name Mrs. Sturdivant cannot

remémdber, came by Qed stopped at the Sﬁewiit home for dinner,

v, ¥
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This Indian who incidentally was “uite nld, almost, o

spoiled the famfﬁj'é-dinngr hy calmly inforﬁidg»them‘

i

-

they had built their house ovar the graves of. sn Indian

~

family who had lived’ thars &any'years befors, ~Thus tﬁo‘
riddle f the wsinkia cheirs waz solved a£‘ 8%« ' s
There were twd nthar Indisn burying 5rﬁapd; loc ted
less than a ~unfter of a mile from the Ste;art home ﬁhidl'
the Famil; had besn monderiny a»H>ut for guite s me time.
fThe Stew rts never did move their house from {ts vlrce
OVeT the prves but thay 4id p:t in 2 hewn lo3 floor and
lived in tpa“housa for six years, ’ '
SSon after moving to the Laﬁanaﬁ,locgtian Mrs.
/ . )
*tew;rt hegar nroceedingsshich would enable her tq be ad-
ritted t S the tribai rolls with citizenship rights. She
i+de aprlicatiom in 1831 but wus not admitted to citizen-
st v unt il 1883 during which time she had gréat difficulty
iz omaving her sligibility. wuite a uumbgr'of thé Indians

&,
i the territory remembersd her ourent: and gr<ndparents

"Lﬁ_kifsissi‘pi when they wo;i all caildren but d4id not,

. ’ ¥ :
T :ourse, ramember Mra. Stewart as she had not been born

- , Vs

.t
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'at that time. It was nacessary to-gdfover°tﬁa roils.
\ « . e ! .
LT . v * . oy . . ¥
*mith the suﬁhor{ties.wnd with her at&orneyQ a Mr.

- ' ¢

\
ubCurbain, nnd trace ner lineaga bnnn for over aavent;-
' 1 ,‘ [}

g fiva}yaare before she yas fina'iy.admittaa to hcr rightq.,
' Some‘timé after seftiing ’n, the Lebanon nlace ﬁr.

"‘. - ez,

Stevart bgilt a tenan« Hause on h-, plﬁue for his haln
as he had by this time begun to farm -n quite a‘lacge
scalc as the rarm, whiuh ras in the wilson Creek bottoms
" was very productive. The neareat cotton @1n w+a five or

six miles froh the Stewart farm. All su-plies and staple

groceries were broucht in frow Denison and Sherman, Texas.

' Mr. Stewart took his allotment in 1839 three miles

south of ntoka and moved the family there from the Lebanon

~i.ce. This move was also made for the aage »>f better and
.\.:
12

habdier achools, xis anenmenu was imczov-d by lr, Ctemart
ST la;ger scale than the Lebanon farm had b§en and it
remained the family home until the death >f Mr. and Mrs.
“tewart. Mrs., Stewart dfed in May, 1895. Mr, and Mre.
Sturdivant wera married {; 1896, Mrs. Sﬁurdivant was twenty-
two -ears old at ths time. The ncwlywqdag&ﬁq; took their

£

dllotments six giles northrest of idsa, near the present
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lgejpt aohool and eatabiishaﬁ thair Home tkgra‘ Thiﬂ land

_was improved b ﬂr& Bturdivant and made into m very pro-

3
\ &,

ductive “Tarm und thls pro;mnty, consis»in% of five hundrcd

3

and sixty~f1vo acrae, still oeljnvs to Mr«. Sturdivant..‘

.

Mr. ﬁtuvoivant died 1n 1410 baut Mrs., Sturdivent and her

Ij nh ld 0lsaude . turdivahf, nor undersheriff of =
"y

\-c,'c -

gé&t>c Couaty, 1ived on this property until the aniug of

IQlw. Thcjwidow and hesr aog{;hen mgyed 1n§o Ada 8o that the

[y

l'(~ -
b.y nould have bet.or sclivols. The presamt Sturdivant home,

1o¢ tad at 0523 faat 13th treet in Ada, is still the family
residence and Mrs. Sturdfvent who bullit the houss ié 1918,
. . j

-ghares it with her son and dausiiter-in-law ané yrandchildren,
. a . t

ira, Cturdivant is now sixty-five years of age.
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