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tthiskey and the Indians,
as:10ld- by i
Lafayette Tecel, Cherokee, ‘
III3 We I5, Tulsa, Okla,. : ‘ !
About 1890 Solomon Copple and Tom Frank ren a ’
saloon in Southwest City, dssouri, Just over the atnte
1ines There mez, df course,,lad Federal, state, gnd(
sounty ligepaes> to sell whisky, in Nissouri, but didn't
- ¢
have 1icense o sell to Indians, as that wasn’t legal
and not supposed t- bé done, “ ﬁa .

They, however, did aelﬂ@o Indians, These Indians
never game over in the daytime;mhey,would come over to
the statc line during the day, and await the e-ming of
night, then they would come into town, The guestion

asked them would be, "You are not an Indian, are youi" ’
end of aourse they would sny they were no£ Tndians, 80
they aould and would buy whisky and proeeed to paint
things up. ‘

I wmas s ya;ng man then, and knew Copple & Frank,
They ran é oredit busineés and as time went by their
accounts grew and they so-n ~ame to need cashs S0 they
hired me to k~ep bar while they went out and tried to
golleet on thelr accounts. There Were rum runners, who

bootlegged whisky over in the Territory, and who got

their supply from Ooﬁple & Frank, W¥hen théy didn't
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have cash they were allowed to trade ponies for whiskys
I wes told to sell them whisky on these oonditions,
sivine them fram two to three gallons for a ponye The »
whisiy we traded them, and they sold to.the Indians of
the T;rritory was our cheapeat, being ‘only $I.50 per gallon.
This made the ponies worth fram $3.00 to 4,50 per head.
Finslly, the wholosalé houses, in St, Louis, closed
in on the firm,whiéh‘got deeper in debt, and closed them
upy,but not before they had removed most of the whisky
from thé barrels and kegs and hid it awsy, so about all
the wholesale dealérs got was that fn thé shelves at the
paro
Copple continued to sell whigky:‘but mostly in
the Territory, where he peddléd 1% ot from the stock‘
he had saved, Copple scid he ;oarrieé wvhisky for the
Indiens and a rifle for the white man,”
He was finally killed by Sem Sizkiller, en Indian.

Copple and Frank were white men, 'COppleis son

now lives in Fort Smith, Arke. §>-

~

§

I



