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RXPERIANGTS OF A ‘DEPUTY MARSHAL IN Tif INDIAN
TERRITORY. .
William Taylor (neme in Cherokes Indien language is Weil
Cetaulkah).was born November 4, 1863, in a log hoilse with dirt
floors, on the Quallez} Reservation 'm Jackson County, North
car'o:lina.' 'n;is reservation is still in existence and has about
3,000 Indiens aettled’ ‘there,
Father--James Taylor, & quarter blood Cherckee Indian.
" Yother--Addie Manchester, a whn'.e woman. -
My father was a Civil War veteran ﬁe ms an attormoy for
) the Indiana in Noith Carolina for forty yaars bef‘ore he came to
che Indien Te ritory. ) His death oocurred in (‘:]..sxrcsmore.'..Okl.akhozrsax,~
ihon he was 85 yours old. My mot;x;r diod and is buried in
¥Marphy, North Garolina. | i
‘ I receivad my aarly educatien in North Gerolina at the
Indian school, Ches-o~yah, near Rob inavi],lo, Greham County.
This aschool had ptmqhoon seats (made 61’ u'prig’nt framing timber),
I attended this school for five ysars, then the vaermm nt sent

about twenty of us{all boys) to a boamir;g schecol for two ysars,

This school was located at We‘avo_rvill'a,' North Carolina, The

-
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girls at the school on #he reservation wore dresces nadl.a of
flouz;_st_acks, of floury The dresses hcd no shize but were
loose like a seck and hud the. XX ecross the shoulders .of'
t.hp' back. ) )
‘ There‘are two dimlects in the Chcqué; language, the
overhill end the underhill dlalect, I Spéak the Indilan
language as well as the Engiish, as I was reared with the
Indians‘;:m the reservution,

#hen the Indime traveled; the men rode the ponies and
the women walked behind. If they had seversl wives, which
Athey firequently did, they would follow in a s'tring, the old-
e;,t 't‘irs_t‘_ snd the rest of them in ages respectively. ﬂ

While in achool in ‘Nvg:th‘cgroiina, I saw a men, Chesequie
ah (mean’ixi‘g bii;d) who was 135 veors old. His'llegs were paralizéd
and the ‘flesh Was dx:ied to the bongs. He hu.d a wonderful.

¢

p;xyeique except his lega.
We attended zhu.:ch in en ox cart, whera 1;11; church had
' puncheoﬁ floors and seats. The ox cart was “11g0 used in lum-
ber camps to transport lumber.
My father made numerous trips to, Washington.D. C., &°

distance of 500 miles m muleback, ‘There was a broast strap

fastened to the front of the saddle amd & };a}:_l\_vq}'quog the .
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back to kesp the saddle f:oﬁ slidigg off the mules back
vhile going over the mountains )

The Cherq“eé Indianﬂwa’ thé firsy t ride found’on the
American s&il hy Columbus in }492. The first treaty betweon
the white man and the Ig;g;n rus in 1783 end the last one
wags ih 18606.- ‘

The Indian man would tcke his varinus wives end trgyel

several miles to trude a bush®l &f corn for a gellon of fire-

. wqter(whiskeyj. Three gallone of whigskey were mode f rom one

bushel of corn. The wousn seldom drank, but sometimes the
men would get too drunk to ride und thay would hnve to camp

until he was sober en ugh tg travel, and of'ten this would

N

- & - -

be a week, -

1 came to the Indian Territory in 1880, when I was 16
years of age, and have mede-thie my i}dma ¢ mtinuously A nce.
I came here on the Invitation Act and We - zeTe called emigrants{

~

The Territory wag divi&cdéégto distriots and I aettled .

~

in the>Coo-weea;coe-wee District. This distriet was nasmed for

John Ross, Chief of,.the Cherokee Nation, The center of this

-

district was loceted six miles north of Claremors, now RoRers

Oounty. Aft?r statehood thie disteiot was divided into six 7

7
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goublties, Mayes, Craig, Nowute, wWashington, Rogers and
part of Tulsa. 9 o

Tﬁeir Justice court was hcld‘six miles mest of Sinree-
more, in & log house; The‘hickgry tree still stmdg where’
the criminal? were tied when they.weré whipped, If they
a;ora a lié or stole u horse, they wers _iven one hundred
licks on the bare back, -fheir erizinzl court was tried at
the Kensas line. The United States court wes held at Fort
:Smith, Arkunsas, )

Grat and Bob Dalton were United Stayes Harshals and
thc} would gather their prieonérs %? in & wagon, @haining
nogro;a aid white men together to téﬁe_them to court, They
received pay Tor the mileage of thase prfaoners and mede ns

| ﬁany miies for each’ﬁriaoaer as possibles ) |

I knew tne Dalton boys well and remember while théy nore

. United States Egrshals, they sﬁél;vhorsas in Osagg CountQ'und
;xhired men to drive them to the Boston “nuntains,. Thsy would
meat a family traveling thro.gh $he territory and would slip

8 gallon éf whﬁ?ke; in their wagon iz order to arrest him and
colleot mll&a@e‘}or his trip %0 Fort Smith,

Thers were no rais in thesiorritory, aud pecple traveled

-

. by cow trails,
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It they wanted to go somewhers, ‘thay decided the “di rest fon
of their destination and started off scross the country,
blazigg their own trail. They us'ually traveled by harseback
or in wagons.

Soript was used for money and if a white man worksd for
‘an Indian, he received 50 cents per month and w’as peid in

acript. This money was worth face value in United States

]
{

money., Their suppliss were b_ouéht in Claremore and the nsar=-
est benk was at .Coffeyville, Kansas. Their supplies ware paid
for in aeript. ‘ ) '

The Cherokee newspaper was the Chsrokee Advocate. This
paper was first published in 1844 at Park Hill, three miles
south of Tahlequahk, William P. Hoss wap the founder and first
sditor., It was kalf in Gharokeé and half English languags,

-t wes a waekly papsr and ®1d for 50 cents per:.yesar. -

* In'1888 the St. Louis and San Frencisco Railroad was
buil’tg west to what is now deiéria, in Rogers County. In
1887-1889 the Iron Moumtein, now known as the Missouri

: Paoifio railroad, built a line up the Arkansas valley from

- Port Smith, Arkansas, to Fort Gibson. Indian Territory, then

_on the Goffeyville, Kanass. -
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In about i867 the Dalaware I:;dianq_ came from Kansga' to
the, Indian Territory. About the sme tims the Shawnee and
%aage Indians settled here., The Osages bou’éht their lend in
0sage County from ths Cherokee Iadiens for $1.40 an acre.

They peid them 40 cents end still owe them the dollar, This
has caused an unirisndly -eelipé t;etween the two trives,

My family in North Carolina and i;nyaolr have bsen personally
aoﬁuai.nted with each of the Uherokes Indian Chiefs. Sequoyah
‘(whoae\Engliah name is George Guega),' John Rogers, Lewis Downing,
Filliam Ross, Charles ’lthompson, Demnis Buahyhé'ad, Joel Mayes,

Ce Jo Har;'ia, S, H. Mayes, %, C, Boéers and Thomas-M Buffington,
_the later living in Vinita., Chief Sequoyah invented the Cherckee
alphabet, I have a picture of these chiefs. )

My allotment cbnaiat":e'd of 80 acres northeast of Claremore and
120 acres in what is now Sequoyah County, near “;rble City. There
are six girrereht kinds of u;arble in the mountains surrcunding
this city. 1 f;J,ed a claim on 300 acres joining cla;'exx;oxzc and
mid 50 cents an acre, later I formed a tomsite on this land sand . -

got the Dawes Commission to remove the restrictions snd sold the

lots for $85.00 each.” I signed 4,000 tonn lot deeds in two daysl
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I bought 13 acres for $100.00, joining Claremore ;and built
a houe at"&.cost of $1100.00 I out this acreage into town lots,
-adding ghis to 01aremor; as the Teylor addition. This land and
homs sold for 39,090.00. 1 th;n goved to.‘ my al}lotme'nt x}ortheast
of Gla*émdre and/engaged in the mercantile and cattle busim ss,
Ihis stors was looated were the flag station of Sequoyah is now.
I had built a mew buildinv agd was just getting aottled in i¢ |
'when a cyclono blew it away. .My cyclone insurance had not been
trensferred o the new building and I lost $7,000.00.
When I first settled tn Rogé’ra‘ dBunty, thdre wefa no houses
batwoen Claremoré and the CBm Rogera home (birthplace of the o
. famoua Will Rogera) a distanca of 15 miles, The next house yas»/
looated at Talala and the next one at Nowata. o
I managed a reanch for a man named McClellan, near Glaremore
_ ;’qr seven years. Whilo working here I also mproved a hoi® whare

“:‘\,’?" .- ﬂf
I moved later, -~ - .

In 1898 I was m&rrimj to Jennie B. Rivens; a white woman, -

Judge ¥agt Starr read the marriage, vows at his home thres miles-

-
7

nort'n of Clai'omom.= We were the parents of eight children. A

I was auperatitious abou,t buying furniture before I was

1

ragdy to use it so after we nqra married we went to Coorfoyvil ;L

PR
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xansas, to buy our rurnitﬁre. ’
" On our retum trip from Correyville, Henry Starr, the
notcricujs outlew, who was then aboutg e_ighteon years old; met

us at the depot and wanted fo pawn his belt full of cartridges '
Va . - .
for /mongy, to pay-his fare ‘to Nowata, This was agreed upon, and
. &

about a week later Henry redeemed his bslt. I had known Henry

¢ ¢
for a number of years. ’

I remember his first crimé. He had been selling whiskey

»,
s

\

and clauile. Marshall, United States Maraml, was sent from Fort -

“

Smith-to &rrest him. They met on the prairie near Claremore
and the marshal was "too alc;w on 1;he drew" ard Hemgy killed
him. From thet time Henry beacame;;1 desperate outlaw. He robbed
a Pank at Stooud and two banks at Uhandler, the same day. A |
. sigteen year oJ:d bay el;ot him in the hip at Ghan‘dl:ex" and Hom
- was captured and Qentenced to 25 yeare-but was latsr pardoned.
He and two other Claremore boya;.c.iarley Brackatt ami
Rufus Roland, ro‘obed' a dank at: Harrison, Arkensas, whers Henry
. was fate{l_ly wounded. "This robbery emounted o 363,900. Henry
wa‘a claptured .ae#eral i:imea but only served short sentences _when
,rwould rec;ive a pardon,’ : o -

3

I know an Indian ranny nade Galoatcher who hag a boy aix

I A L 4
-".‘(. ¢
o
-
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years old thatAwéa,nZE weaned. They*adépted a white bh;ld B

. whose pareﬁte .had*dia\d'. This child had blue ;yea end light n
hair and ve’i'y.fair compi.cxion. He could speak Indién 'b'ettezj o
than \most Iad;.’,ans. ’a.nd he did néiz gpaalé English. It éound;d .

.0dd to hear him spsak Indien, "His name wéé Williams, |

- 'I‘hera was an indi:m child in thia community who had no |
neme and & friend of mine, .Tak,e Lipe, Clerk of the Cherokee
council, ortered the child'e paren‘cs a plug of Star tobsacco
if he could nams the ohi.ld. They sgreed so hs namsd the
child "Sardine", in Gheroke:a it ia Oo-aooo-hah. )

I have & g;icture of myself(, a_nd my brother-in-law taken
with an I\fxdian man whose Englich neme was ?ain-:iu-tho-face,
This old Indisn, To-She-Wa-Ste, Old Bear legs, 118 years old,
killed more bears in his time than- any other Osage in the r
.tribe. He ongce killed a Culnamon ‘besr with his knife, but
_the bear bi‘t\a large piece out of his leg, and that is how \
"he camm by the neme Bear Legs. In this picture 014 Bear Legs
is dresged in full Indian costu;nd _Sf buckskin v‘:?t'h a feather

- in his headbend. I paid him $1.00 and gave uim one of the
picturés t‘o gst him o pose for tnis pioture, He was very

-

suspicious end refuseddfor some time,

.

-
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‘Pifferent tribdes of Indisans have differont langiléxges
and one tribe cannot odtmlinicate with a;ioﬁl{'er. The Osagof'

rd

Indians arc the most dirfioult to understand for their

language is & "grunt and point; languagc" ] b‘

, - I knew three full-blood Indiana, who were councilmen, ,
thair n&mes wers Ro-che—ong, Sa-goe-San-der and Har~den«trot, .

the latter of Vinita. '“hay each woig,hed nbout four-hundred |

pounds and they would walk down tgg atreet with their arms |

lc;ck'ed, this took up the sti‘eot. This was 8 very ccmical

eight. The little stetion of szgeeyah Fa8 ;zamed for Sa-geee
San-da‘r.' ' ' S .

I organigzed a doudbls quartette of Ihdiana to sing at the
inixgura/tion of Govsrnor ’&'altotk. I do not remamber all of
their names-but amoh: *them was a Baptist prescher nemed Coch-
ren end he carried a badly faded dnd fraye;d out flég‘he had
carrfod dufi’ng the Civil War. This looked funny.but he on-
joyed it very muach. An Indian women named Dreadful #ater,’
who was 85 Eyem's old, sang high tanor. | Thers wers two others
whose nemes I remember, one was Rattling Courd and the other

wes Bmebird. ‘Phese Indians wers all from Tahlsquah. They

414 not sing the words but eéng the not.'e'a.' I had to gather

—
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them up ehd.rsturn them to their homes for Yhey are very

unreliable.
¥

Cochren, ’che praaoher, wes near 100 years old and had
preached for 60 years, He told ot‘ ge‘oting drunk and falling
out of a wagon with twelvo people ln it. 'Phe wagon rah over 3
his neck, and he wasn't hurts I attanded a funeral once

5 \
that he conducted and whem we hrrived et the grave, the grave=-

s
diggers had a blanket sirstaohe over ‘fouf poles and had their
feot hanging down in the grave d were play -ng "seven up" on
the blankot.

At thia Inauguration tl;ere was & fidd’.g:'s’ c’ontést he 1d,
end. an_01d.Indian womsn 104 yeors old played the "fiddle” and
won' first money. S'hé had to be hplpe;d to the ‘i)lat “ore}, but
when ‘she played,’ she could hardly keep.her feet s $ill,

kgl
THE NEGROES.,

e

-~

Thers w sre two olasses of negroes in t;he Indian Territory,
the State megroes and the Fresdman. The State negroes were
_thos who voluntarily emigx;ated into the territory from other
states and the Freedman ‘wore thosé who wers fonnerly slaves
of the Indwna. %hen slskvory was hbolished, the 'government

compelled the I&dtana to. divide their lands with the Freed-

nm, - \

i
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In the Gherokao Nu\tion each F&eedman wAs given 40 agres, thia

was varied in other \tribqs.‘ -

\
'

- \
" There was a malatto outlaw,

L,

Nmm\oumw. / o K

&

8§11 Goldsby, better known
as Cherokes Bill, who robbed the Nowata depvot seversl times.
He always warnsd the ag‘p/ﬁt he would return laser-.and ;m

Exlways played a lone hand., He waig a vem;. dangerous an apd

hard one to capture. He killed several men, one of thége

t+ ~

was his brother-in-law "at whose house he usually stayed. He
was a'fraid this man would at sometime "turn him in " or would
tell some'thing on him.] When he shot him, after he wes dead
he shot him seven times and said every tie he shot him, hi:
mouth flew open. He remarked thet was the only murder that
haun?eg' h%m. He robbed the%bank at Lenapsah, Oklahoma, and
killed ogé mem. ‘ ,, -

| He:vas later captured by United States Harghal, Ike
Régers; who was tipped off by a negro friend of Bill's, ’I'b.; |
capture took plnce et this negro's house. Bill wasl removing
kis shoe, the n;:gro hit him across the neck with a poker and,
while he was in a dazed conditiye negro and Hogers tied
him, Even though he was.in a Af%ed condition, they could .

hardly handle him, ‘ .
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 He was taken to Fort Smith, kénbas, to await his trial S

and while he was there, his sister brought him a birthday cake,

>

Inaide, the cake wag_hollowed out lerze enough to place a 45
sTx shooter and bullets: The guerd did not take the cake but
let her give }t to him., He killed three guards beforefth'e
oeil was opsned. Henry Starr was: n thé same jail and he tald
them if they would &8t him out, hq coudd take the gun away
from him. They opened his cell and he "Jus; demanded the gun®
and Cherokee Bill hend®d it to him. Bill was.e very game man
and the general opinicn was, he did not want to kill Henry for
they had ulways been friends.. He was put i: chains until the
time of his execution. He was hung and his; n;other received his
body and bu;.'iad him in the Soldier's Cemetery at Fort Gibson,
Indien Territory. Benry Starr wap ﬁardoned ifo.r khis brave act,
Ike Rogers was a bully afd - when he met Clarence, a brother
of Cherokee Bill's, he wes very abustve to him, Clarence told
him 1f he would come to Fort Gibson, h;arwg;tild settle with him,
Rogers went to Fort Gibson by appointmert snd Clarenceshot him
on the depoi; platform aﬂd searched him for the guhe belonging
to his brother, taking his Winchester, He threw thé mnclieater
under }Z train end orewled under the oz\ar and very calmly made

his escapo on a gray horae which was $ied near the railroad, )
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He was never grrested for this murder for the public was in
sympathy with him., I witnesssd this murder snd like 'th;-. rest

of the public was gled Ike Rogers was killed. He oane to Fort
Gi{bao’n that m;::rning and hia‘.’bodny wan-returisd on the same train
- that afternoon. ) |

%hile I was Deputy Sheriff, tl;e’re was z; squaw-ﬁlan charged

with burning a barn. He was taken to a l{ttle stone building,

L]

ueed as a jail, and another deput;y nemed Sunday snd myself guerded
him for three months be:roro his trial, He was a braégart‘ and

Jaughed at the idea of his punishmsizt, said he would never-he

..aiaﬁed because he was a8 squaweman and the l-aw‘w;ould be lenient

vith him, (The punishment for this' type of crime waa $¢ make

the priscers cut wgo& for the Male end.Female Indian schools, !ﬁ_“
the Insane Asylum and the Orphan's Asylum.. 'ﬁley uged a six pound: | -
ax.) One night there wgg e dance some distence fvr‘ém vhere we werse

. located., Mre Sunday was a ';tiddlar", 80 we decided to g$ to the

dance snid t;ke otur prisoner with us. Tha prisoner was riding a

‘race horse snd on the trip that evening he tried to escape, Mr,

Sunday started after him end Sunday's horse jumped a little

ravine and broke a blooél.ve_asel. Then the horse fell, the

prisomr stopped and rode bgok to the sceie of the acoident.
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The horab 4164 and Sunday and I had to continue the tri p on

ons horse. The n@’”‘ﬁommg on the retumﬁmprhe-%ﬂcaf ———

-

agein to escape, } nhot &t him and came 80 cloae to hitting
him, hé wns 1;90 't:rigltened %o move and stoopad h?s horse and
waited for us. ¥e started to court with our prisoner and wore
sow bound for a w;’gfﬁ One niight it was so”'cold, I $ook him

\é

down steirs where we hed B fire, and as there was-only one bed,

I chq;ned him to my lea and we both sl ept i'x _ons. bed, "In a ffqg,,;«”f"

. daye I had a bad case "of- Gray=backs., we finally arrived with

- our men and he ‘was aantenced to cut wood.

”OOMMFNTS. : SR

¥r. Taylor wi-s a very interasting' ohargcte:: :azi" enjoys
' %elling h;s expariences of t.he early days, Hizh 1}180015' géés
ack about 65 years. and his life has !:;e,n a very active one,
. ixxfg.x;;;od twenty diSforent hc;mee in Rogersgcounty. O}ex;x.
ogers (f;akher of Will Rogers, the humorous cowboy r:novie star)
-and Mp, Taylor wers very close friends for a numiwr of ;rea;'a.
o knew Will Rogérz;_fréin the t.ime he was 13 .yoare‘old. Will'a
.rthday and his ;vere the same day of the r.noni:h‘,
Mr. Teylor makes his home with h1‘s d_mxghtey, Miss Beulah

aylﬁgg;,ma'c the Keystone Hotel, Bartlesville,‘ Oklahoma,

-
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