
TAILOR,

308

INDEX CARDS

Lemgrngt—Ch«roke«

Iatoxicentt—Cheroicec Nation Kett
Inmicrntion—Chtrokte Nation
Diitricto—Ch«rok««
Court*—Chtxokw
Law Knfarcs«nmt—Charoket
Law Enforcement—Federal
Outljawi—-Dalton Brothers
Treiii
Fin^ce—Cherokee Nation
Hewtpapera—Cherokee Adtocato
Lend Ceasiona—Oaage Rtserration
Collections
Townaites—-Indian Territory
Weather
Outlaws—Sterr, Henry
Nemo a—Cherokee
"Sign Language—Oaage
Walton, John C.
Burial Cuetoaa—Cherokee
OutXawe

Crawford



309

umrnim WITH WILLIAM TSSLOB
BAOTLESVILLE, OKLA

FIELD WORKHH ' AL2NE D. MCDO --ELL
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EXPERIENCES 0? ADHPUTT MARSHAL IN THIS INDJAN

TERRITORY.

William Taylor (name in Cherokee Indian language i s Weil

Cataulkah)«wa3 bom November 4 , 1863, in a log house with d i r t

floors, on the Qualley Reservation in Jackson County, North

Carolina. This reservat ion i s s t i l l in existence and has about

3,000 Indiana se t t l ed t h e r e .

Father—.James Taylor, a quar ter blood Cherokee Indian.

Mother—Addie Manchester, a white woman.

My fa ther was a C iv i l War veteran. He •was an at torney for

the Indiana in North -Carolina for for ty years before he came to

tht Indian Ter r i to ry . His death occurred in Clareraore,-..Oklahoma,

then he wa^ 85 year* old* My mother died and i s buried in

Murphy, North Carolina.

I received ray ear ly education, in North ''Carolina a t the

Indian school, Choe-o-yah, near Robinsvl l le , Graham County.

?hi8 school had puncheon s ea t s (irade of upright framing t imber) .

I attended t h i s school for f ive years , then the Governorsnt sent

about twenty of us f a l l boys) to a boarding school for two years .

Thta school was located a t Weaverville, North Carolina. The
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gir ls at the oohool on &ie reservation wore dresses nad« of

flour.sacks, of flour.- The dresses hr.d no shape but wore

loose l ike a sack find had the. XX across the shoulders of

the back.

There are two dialects in the CheroJcee language, the
/ *• «

if- *

overhill end the underbill d ia lect . I speak the Indian

language as well as the English, as I was reared with the

Indians on the reservation.

When the Indians traveled, the men rode the ponies and

the women talked behind. If they had several wives, which

they frequently did, they would follow in a s t r ing , the old-

est f i r s t and the res t of them in ages respectively*

While in school in North Carolina, I saw,a man, CheB-qal*

ah (meaning bird) who was 135 years old. His legs were paralized

and the flesh was dried to the bone,s. He hud a wonderful*-

physique e.xcept hi3 legs .

fe attended shu^ch in an ox car t , where the church had

puncheon floors and sea t s , The ox cart was^olso used in lum^

ber o^gips to transport lumber,

Jfy fathar aade numerous t r i p s to, Washington-D. C , a*

distance of 500 miles m inuleback. There was a breast s t rap

fastened to the front of the saddle and a t a i l crop on the •



back to keop the saddle tvof s l iding off the mulea back

while going over the mountains^

Chsrckss Indian •*& the f irpt t ribe found on the

soil by Columbus in 1492, The f i r s t t reaty between

r *
the white man and the Inyien <r̂ s in 1783 and the l a s t one

was in 1866.-

The Indian man would take his various riives end travel

several mile© to trade a bushel 6f corn for a g&llon of f i r e -

. water (whiskey). Three gallons of whiskey were made from one

bushel of corn. The woman seldom drank, but sometimes the

men would get too drunk to ride and they would hr>.ve to carap

unti l he was sober enough tQ t ravel , and often this would

be a week. • - •

I came to the Indian Territory in 1880, -srhen I was 16

years of age, and have m<3de«thip my home c mtimioualy since.

I came here on the Invitat ion Act and vje^sre called emigrants.

The Territory wad- divided Jlsto d i s t r i c t s and I se t t led

in the Coo-wees-coe-wee Dis t r ic t . This d i s t r i c t was named for

John Ross, Chief oCthe tfherokea Nation. The center of t h i s

d i s t r i c t ma located six miles north of Claremore, now Rofeers

Oounty. After statehood thie distBiot was divided into six /
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ooukties, Mayes, Craig, Nowata, 'Washington, Bogers and

part of Tulaa. . . .

Their just ice court was held six n i les *est of 01 tiro-

more, in a log house. Tho hickory t ree s t i l l stands where *

the criminalis were tied when they <7jerc whipped. If they

asore a l i e or s tole a horse, they were jiven one hundred

licks on the bare back, Their criminal court was "tried at

the Kaaaa8 l i n e . The United States court wes held at Fort

.Smith, Arkansas.

Orat and Bob Daltoa were United States Harahala and

they would gather the i r prisoners up in a wagon, chaining

negroes and white men together to t&*e them to court . They

received pay for the mileage of these prisoners and marte oa

mauy miles for each prisoner as possible*

I knew f:e Dalton boys well and retnembsr w^nie they

United States l&trshals, t̂ it̂ y stole horses in Osage County and

'hired men to d r i / e them to the Boston ^ u n t a i n s , . They would

meet a family traveling through the t e r r i t o ry and wjuld s l i p

a gallon of wh^ike/ in the i r wagon in order t o arrest him and

collect mileage for his t r i p to Sort Smith.

There wer« no toads in the->v>rritory, aad people traveled

by cow t r a i l s .
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tt they wanted to go somewhere, they decided the-direction

of their destination and started off across the country,

blaming their own t r a i l . They usually traveled by horseback

or In wagons.

Script was used for money and i f a white maa worked for

an Indian, he received 50 cents per month and was paid in

script, TSiie money waa worth, face value in United States

money. Their supplies were bought in Claremore and the near-

est bank was at -Coffeyville, Kansas. Their supplies were paid

for in script,
,<.««*«-..~ *

The Cherokee newspaper was the Cherokee Advocate, Ibis

paper was f irs t published in 1844 at Park Hi l l , three miles

south of Tahlequah, William P. #oss waBv the founder and f i r s t

•ditor. It was iialf in Cherokee and half English language.

It was a weekly paper and sold for 50 cents per-.year,
I

In 1888 the St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad was

built west to what is now Verdigris, in Rogers County. In

1887-1889 the Iron Mountain, now known as the Missouri

Pacific railroad, built a line, up the Arkansas- valley from

Fort Smith, Arkansas, to Fort Gibson, Indian Territory, then

on the Coffeyville, Kansas.
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In about 1867 the Delaware I dlans came from Kansas to
- • n

the*. Indian Territory. About the same time the Shawnee and

Osage Indians settled here. The Osages bought their land in

Osage County from the Cherokee Indians for $1.40 an sore.

They paid them 40 oenta and still owe them the dollar. This

has caused an unfriendly feeling between the two tribes.

My family in North Carolina and myself have been personally

acquainted with each of the Uhorokee Indian Chiefs. Sequoyah

(whose English name is George Guess), John Rogers, Lewis Downing,

William Ross, Charles Thompson, Dvinis Bushyhead, Joel Hayes,

C J. Harris, S. H. ^ayes, W. C. fiogers and Thomas M Buffington,

the lat&r living in Vinita. Chief Sequoyah invented the Cherokee

alphabet* I have a picture of these ohiefs. . .

My allotment consisted of 80 aores northeast of Claremore and
4

120 acres in nhat i s now Sequoyah County, near ''arble City. There

are six .different kinds of marble in the mountains surrounding

this c i ty. I filed a claim on 300 aores joining Claremore and

paid 50 cents an aore, later I formed a totmsite on th is land and

got the Dawes Commission to remove the restrictions and sold tne
* p

lots for $25.00 each." ̂ ! signed 4,000 t'own lot deeds In two days I



I bought 13 acres for $100.00, joining Claremore and built

a house at a\ooBt of f1100.00 I out this acreage into town lo ts ,

adding this to Claremore as the Taylor Addition, This land and

homo sold for $9,000.00. X then moved to my allotment northeast

of Claremore and engaged In the mercantile and oattle bus ins as.

%is store was located where the flag station of Sequoyah is now.

I had built a sew building asd was just getting settled in i t

when a cyclone blew i t away, My cyclone insurance had not been

transferred to the new building and I lost $7,000.00.

When X f i r s t settled in Rogers County, there were no houses

between Claremore and the Clem Hogers home (birthplace of the

famous Will Rogers) a distance of 15 miles* The next house was

located at T&lala and the next one at Now at a. * V

X managed a ranch for a man named McClellan, near Claremore

for seven years. While working her© I also improved a home where

I moved later. — -*t . '

In 1392 X was married to Jennie E. Rivens, a wl^te woman.

Judge Watt Starr read the marriage rows a.% his home three miles-

north of Claremora. ° We were the parents of eight children.

X was superstitious about buying furniture before X was

ready to use i t so* after we wore married we went to
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Kansas, to buy our furniture. ' -
v ' " ,

.' * On our return trip from Coffeyville, Henry Star*, the

notorious outlaw, who was then about eighteen years old^ met

us at the depot and wanted €o pawn his belt full of cartridges v

! ' ' * •

for money, to pay'his fare'to Nowata. This'was agreed upon^and

about a week later Henry redeemed his belt. I had known Henry

for a number of years.

I remember his first crime'. He had been selling whiskey

and Claude Marshall, United Stated Marshal, was sent from Fort

Smith to arrest him. They met on the prairie near Olaremore

and the marshal waa "too slow on the draw" ard Henry killed

him. From that time Senry became desperate outlaw. sHe robbed

a bank at Stooud and two banks at ̂ handler, tli« same day. A
N , . -

sisteen year old boy shot him in the hip at Chandler and Henry

was captured and sentenced to 25 yeirs but was later pardoned*

He and two other Claremore boys,\Charley Brackett and

KufU89 Roland, robbed a bank at Harrison, Arkansas, where Henry

was fatally wounded, th is robbery amounted to $63,000. Henry

was captured .several tiroes but only served short sentences t.when

i would receive a pardon./ ~
• * - . • ' " * . • ;

I know an Indian family nam6d Oaloatchor who had a boy s i x
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years old that was not weaned,. They adopted a white child *

whose parents had died. This child had blue eyes and light

hair and very.fair complexion. He could speak Indian better

than most Indians, and he did not speak English. I t sounded ' . .

. odd to hear him speak Indian. His name was Williams. •

"*& There was an Indian child in this community who had no

name and a friend of mine, Jakje Lipe, CJlerk of the.Cherokee

Council, offered the chlift*s parents a plug of Star tobacco

if he could name the child. 'Ehey agreed so he named, the

child "Sardine", in Cherokee i t is Oo-scoo-hah.
r

I have a picture of myself, and my brother-in-law taken

with an Indian man whose English name was Raiu-ia-th&~face,

This old Indian, To-She-Wa-Ste, Old Bear Legs, 118 years old,

killed more bears in his time than' any other Osage in the
• ' I -'
tribe. He once killed a Cinnamon 'bear with his knife, but

the bear^bit a large piece out of his leg, and that is how N \\

he came by the name Bear Legs. In this picture Old Bear Legs

i s dressed in fu3,l Indian costume of buckskin with a feather

in hie headband. I paid him'$1.00 and gave u im one of the

pictures to get him to pose for this picture. He was very

auspicious and refuse^for some time.
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Different tribes of Indians have dlfferqnt languages

and one tribe cannot communicate with anot'her.f The Osage

Indians arc the most difficult to understand, for their

language i s a "grunt and point language11. ' . •

i- I knew three full-blood Indians, who' were counciimenj

their names were Ro-che-ong, Sa-gee-San-der and Har-»den-trot,

the latter of Vinita. They each weighed about four-hundred

pounds and they would walk down the street with their arms
r

locked, this took up the street . This was a very comical

sightf. The l i t t l e station of Sageeyah was named fortSa-gee« '

Saa«der#'

I organized a double quartette of Indians to n ing at .the

inauguration of Governor Walton. I do not remember a l l of

their names*but among them was a Baptist preacher named Coch-

ran and he carried a badly faded, and frayed out flag he had

carried during the Civil flar. This looked funny, but he en-

joyed it very much. An Indian woman named Dreadful Water,'
* *

who was 65 years old, sang high tenor. There were two others

whose names I remember, one was Battling Courd and the other

was Bluebird* These Indians were a l l from Tahlequah. They

did not sing the words but aang the notes. X had to gather
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them up BJKL return them to their homes for \they are very

unreliable.
•t *

Ooohran, the preacher,- was near 100 years old and had

preaohed for 60 year a. He ^old of getting drunk and falling

out of a wagon with twelve people in i t . The wagon ran over

his neck, and he wasn't hurt. I attended a funeral once'

that he conducted and when we iarrived at the grave, the grave-
i - • •

diggers had a blanket stretched over 'four poles end had the i r

feet hanging down in the grave and were playing "seven upw on

the blanket* ' •

At th is Inauguration there Was a fidd\s:*8f oontest held,

and an.old»Indian woman 104 years old played the "fiddle* and

won" f i r s t money. She had t o be helped to the plat "or|Q, but

when she played,* she could hardly keep her feet s t i l l .

THS NEGROES.

ffherewere two classes of negroes in the Indian Territory,
. *

the State negroes and the Freedman. The State negroes were* **" * * *
t

thos who voluntarily emigrated into "file territory from other
states and the Freedman were those who were formerly slaves

/ , .
of the Indians. When slavery was Abolished, the government
compelled the Indians to. divide their lands, with the Treed-
moo. . i •
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In__the Cherokee Nation eaoh Freedraan was given 40 acres, this
' ' . \ <- . • \ , ' ' '

was vnried in other \tribee. \ t
• \ , '

NSOROl OUTLAW.
- - . • \

There was a mulatto outlaw,! # i l l Goldsby, better known

as Cherokee B j n , who robbed the ,Nowata depot several times.

He always varnsd the agent he would return lat>er-,and he

always played a lone hand, tie wafc a very danger ous^an and

hard one to capture. He killed several men, one of

wns hia brother-in-law at whose house he usually' stayed* He

was afraid this man would at sometime nturn him in, n or would

te l l something on him./ fthen he shot him, after he was dead

he shot him seven times and said every tijfe he shot him, his

mouth flew open. He remarked that was the only murder that

haunted him. He robbed the bank at Lenapah, Oklahoma, and

killed one7 man. ~"

He was later captured by United States Marsha}., Ike

Rogers, who was tipped off by a negro friend of B i l l ' s . The

capture took pluce at this negro's house. Bill was removing

his shoe, the negro hi t him across the ne,ok with a poker and,

while he was in a dazed condition, tile negro and Hoger* tied

him. Even though-he was. in a d£xed condition, they could

hardly handle hta. ~ ~



He was taken to *ort Smith, Arkansas, to awoit his t r i a l
1

and while he was there, his siator brought him a birthday cake,

In3id«, the cake woe., hollowed out JJarge enough to place a 45

afx shooter and bullets . The guard did not take the cake b,ut

let her give It to him. He killed three guards before the

cell was opened* Henry Starr was* in th& same ja i l and he told

them if they would feet him out, he oouM take the gun away

from him. They opened hie cell and he "just demanded the gunn

and Cherokee Bill handed i t to him. Bill was .a very game man
/

and the general opinion' -as- he did not want to k i l l Henry for

they had always been friends., He was <put li chains until the

tine of his execution. He was hung and his mother received his
7

* !

body and buried him in the ^oldier's Cemetery at Fort Gibson,

Indian Territory. Henry. Starr was pardoned for this brave act.
* * * *

Ike Rogers was a bully and when he met Clarence, a brother

of Cherokee Bi l l ' s , h« was very abusive to him, Clarence told

him if he would come to fort Gibson, he would settle with him.

Rogers went to Fort Gibson by appointment and Clarence shot him

on the depot platform and searched him for the guns belonging

to his brother, taking his Winchester. He threif the Winchester

under JKm train and orawled tinder the oar and very calmly made

his escape on a gray horse which was tied near the railroad.
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He was never arrested for this murder for thee public wa» in

sympathy with him. I witnessed this murder and like thft rest

of the public was glad Ike RogerB was Jellied. He came to Fort

Gibson that morning and hisfbody wan - returns d, on the 43am© train
•t

that Afternoon.

While I was Deputy Sheriff, there wns a squaw-man charged

with burning a barn* He was taken to a l i t t l e stone building,

used as a j a i l , and another deputy named Sunday and myself guarded

him for three months before his t r i a l . He was a braggart' and
*• y-

3,aughed at the idea of his punishment, said he would never-be

punished because he was a squaw-man and the l^w'would be lenient

with him. (1?he punishment for this* type of crime waa to make

the prisoners cut wood for the %Le and.Female Indian schools,

the Insane Asylum and the Orphan*8 Asylum., They used a si? pound

ax.) One night there WJIJI a dance some distance from where we were

located. Mr* Sunday was a "fiddler11, so we decided to go to the

dance sfld take our prisoner with us. Ina pri/soner was riding a

race horse and on the t r ip that evening he tried to escape, Mr.

Sunday started after-him and Sunday's horse jumped a l i t t l e

ravine and broke a blood vessel, tfhen the horse fel l , the

pri80»r stopped and rode bqok to the sceije of the aooident.
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Ifee hors^ died and Sunday and * had to continue the t r ip on

one horse* The ne^ifforning on the r<

again to escape. J. ohot a t him and came so cloae to h i t t ing

alia, he was too frightened to move and stopped hfa horse and

waited for us . we started to court with our prisoner and were

snow bound for a weej:. One night i t was so cold, I took him

dovm s ta i r s ^here we h^d o l f i r e , and as there was-only- one bed,

I chajjoed him t c my~l&& -end we both slept in one.bed; "in a few,.--

days I had a bad case of- Or«y-"b"acks. We final ly arrived with

our man and he was sentenced to cut wood*

_... -*--OCIMMSNTS, • *v - ^ "*•

lir. ^Taylor i s a very interejsting' oharacter 'f&& enjoys

Celling his ©zperiences of the early days. Hia history goes ^,

lack about 65 years and hia d i fe has been a very active one.
•4

« improved twenty different homes in ftogors County. Olem .

ogers fa ther of Will Rogers', the humorous cowboy movie stifce)

and Mr. Taylor" were very close friends for a numbw of years.

8 knew Will Rogers from the time he was l j years old. Will's

.rthday and his were the same day of the month.

Mr* Taylor xoakeB his home vrith his daughter, Miss Beulah

t the Keystone'Hotel, Bartlesville, Oklahoma.


