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. - \ . An Interview With W, H., Taylor,

.,
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’ Blair, Oklahoma. o

*

I was;born in Missouri,but came to Texas before I can '

-%’k

remember. By the time’; wasvfgaﬁgﬁwéeﬁﬁ”I was hanging out
o |

around cow canpqéagd begging to be taken on. I hung around
'John Merchant, b;% thd*%??bﬁ&ﬁii; I was trusted to ride
with a bunch that sas driving "dgégias" was fbr Herring
Brothers. ‘

.In‘1881 I drove through heres with a herd of 3, 000
hoggios} crossing st Doan's Crossing and driving to Dodge
City, Keneas, 1 helped drive several herds throﬁé@ from

Austin, Texas, to the Buzzard Roost Ranch near Fort Supply.

I drove for Doc Day who nged the biggest hotel in Austin .

- in those days and a big ranch}nééF“Fcrt Supply. The cattie

would be bought up in Van Zant, Henderson, and adjoining ‘

* - R '&
counties and when we had, from 2,000 to 4,000 in & herd we N
W .

déuld start North. We did not try to make over four of

five.m;lpg?g?§%;$§§lesé we had to rush to water for camp.

Y,
)"/“ -
There was a chuck wagon and a cook in our crew. Each

men had %o have six mounts, and one horse had to be a
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" where we left all but the good beef. These we pus
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‘special night horse. Tﬁsae mere mixed herds; cows,.
‘cafves, yehrlings, as well as good beef. cattlé. We
pushed them '‘all’ along till we got to Buzzard Raost
o8

"through to Dodge City. 'There were always some of the
cattle too weak to make such a long Journey and were
always falling behind, sqmetimes fallipg down. -

We would help those wild cattle up on their feet and
they woulﬁ takekaut aftég ug. If we couldn't beat them to i
our horses we would have to puil our six gun and shoot
them, and we had to shoét a lot of tﬁem. We worfied along
with the weak ones until we would get to the Indian Terri-
tory for we knew we would have to give'the Indians from
one to helf do;en, depending on how meny came to meet ﬁ§£
I have seen the timé we boys would~pave to stand four to
éach wégon wheel to keep the"séuﬁws away from our chuck
~and we always gave them beéves, as many as they wanted, and

they never seemsd to care it they were well or sick, fat or

PN

le&hc; a doggie was a doggie to them.
. : -
The Cheyennes gave us the most trouble. They demanded

 more to cross their part of the reservation than any of the

:
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other tribes. We always thought it the best policy t9
buy our way rather ‘then to make them hostile, for it -

was easy enough tq have trouble with them. One night

-

aome of us boys went to an Indian camp and found a lot. of
ladies' scalps hanging to their ridge poles and 'some Bf
“them were fresh. We staged a Yittle fight all “our~ dwﬁ:§”¥ -

right there and I don't imagine uncle Sam khows to this-
. . - .r -.,\A*
day who killed that little hunch of Indians or why. Some-

times wéhhad to drive the cows through rivers that were

widg and deep and they would get to milling and a cowboy
would have to ride in annné them and lead the way out on - “iﬂm
the side we wanted the cattle to go. Ve used to sell fat

‘ beeves to the Chickasaw Nation. I sold 800 beayégﬁét

’ . o - %
Pauls Velley once. When the doggies were sotd at Dodgs
S X P : '
City all the boys would Te‘paid 6ff. Thg saddles and bridles
/ ’
would be shipped back to #ustin the horses driven back tc

the ranch at Buzzard Roos and We boys would ma ke "whoopie"

" and wander back Bouth to begin to buy up for another’ trayel
I stopped over a§ old NavaJo one winter emd thought I

would do a little traging o horses and maybe buy up a rew

beeyes of my- own to jﬂ n a big herd as they came through.
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The firsf thing that happened.to me wes that ‘two of my
"horses strayed or I thought they did. I beggg to hunt
for them. Itspent two days looking for them wheq I met@'f
a man ffﬁm.qverinoar Deyil's Cenyon who said he a;w two“
horses of the de;crfption of mine over near the fiver.
I picked up my horses' xkpcks as ~800n ;s I got neer the
river. 1 met Two Talk ?Yhittemand asked him about them. '
.He said, "No usé you going any farther. 1 have® just come
from that direction acfo;s the river and I sqg,hothing of
<such horses". | aid not belive him and went én across
after'hehgot out of sight. As hbon as I got od% of the
water I picked up my horses and Whitten s horse's track by
v?i?? png could tell plainly Whitten had been dr1ving ny

¢
herses into Devil's Canyon. Idia not go but a little

ways untll I found .a bunch of horses and the first ones

1 saw were my two. 1 drove my horses back across the river

‘end left them graze while I went’up to Whitten's helse and
laid the law down to him. I told him I had heard of the
men coming in here and “losing bofhkhorses and cows a

. , )

- people belived they wers driven into the canyon on

~ but it wouldn't be mine or I would be going in there to
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see about thgm and for him to sta§ away from Navajo if

N . .ﬂ\ .
he wanted to be healthy while I was there. Of course he

~—

.claimed he knew nothing sbout it. The Indians called

2 | I
him "Two Talk" because one day he got ceught under his

. wazon bed and some one came along and une heurd them coming

wi

und began'to bed them to Eélp him out. He would beg in a

coarse voice and then in.a fine one. After listeniug a

*, Y
little whil: the boys rode on saying, "If there is two of

4

%pu boys under there.ahd ;:h't get out you ought to stay".
HAe talked in two voices to th: day of his desth. He was
an unusually\lprge maxz, standin - moxe Fhan six fe;é_in'his
;tock;nésand wei;hing’always above two hundred poﬁgds.

In. 1891 I leased 300 acres of lana down ou the river
near Doan's Grossing a;ﬁ brouzht my wife.un.. 1 pai@ S45.00
a year for the lénd.‘ I buil‘ = fwo,room house and fenced
ahd puf.in cultivgtion ninety acres of land; 1 stayed %here
eigﬁt years,
. - ‘ )

We played & lot of. jokes on the Unite%ystateé Marshal.,
I had & friend just over in the reservation. One Qight 1
knew.the-mafshal was steying the ﬁight wit: him, so I got

[ S,

& pint of whiskey and my §rother and I.rode over, i jeft
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ay horse in a fence corner some way from the house and N

'y .« " R ¢ .
crawled up and hid in a fence corner and cocked my rifle

&

_and weited. Brother rode boldly up-to the house and

" % . ST
called; Tie.é;rshal camé\gut and.brothef.said, "You
couldn't usg%a little whiskey could you". The sheriff
reacﬁéﬁ his hand:a; tﬁbugh to tuke the bottle‘to have a
sip witﬁrone hend and with the other he drew tis six gzun
end said, "Yes! I'll take ;Mlittle sip and take you along
witk it". I rose up out of tﬁe fénce corner with my rifle.
and said, "I guess you won't fello@, drop those.guns. Un-
faspen'your belt and dirop it, $oo0, 2nd néw réach‘ ‘Fe went
back in the hofise. We went .on down by the barn where our
friend was an& told ﬂim to go orn in and comfort his friend
and tell him he c;u;d ééf\gis'guns ;t the nearest neighbors,
"Well, I swear,"EPé sheriff said, "I never thought to éet e
Lyégun8~baak so easy.‘ I thoﬁght it was a regl holdup". . ‘

.

I have been in white caqps wherc.they had buffalo
toﬁgues'by the t?éusand hangiﬂg to dry and buffalo hides‘ il
rolled in a moun as“high as this building. (a one story
hrick). They killed ;ho@lby the ,thousand just for their
tongues and hides and léft the cesrcass to rot or for the ( é?

wolves,



TAYLOR, W. Ho INTERVIEW, - a7,

Ve ' -7~

Talg about ‘jokes. My pertner end I came to the
biggest rock one time and it had cut’out_on‘it "Turn me
" over and see what is unger‘ﬁa". My pgrtner-said, "Let}s
turn her over, Bill". ' I-took a look.and said, "Ip011
tuke u horse & week to move that booger". ."§;£(s try
anfﬁay". We heaved ani ée’pulied»and we prized. Aé last
we had her up and t}pped‘her ovqf. On the under side was

—

carved "Turn me back and let me .fool someone else. We did.
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