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My name 1s Lafayette Teel. I was born in Indien Territory May 256%th,

| am o Cherokee Iadian of 1/16 dlood, The place or location of my birthe

 about 18 miles emst of Vinita, Oklahoma. |

Ly father, John '1?:01, was born in “issouri, but I don't remember the
. .

Ly mﬁw’s name was Manervas Flestwood Tegl. ' , -

Yy mother's father, or my grandfather, as well as my father's people,

I :!oz:th Carolina. They were moved in the 1834, when the Cherokees wers

it by\ the government. Ny granimoth.r Flestwood was educsted -t Jones Nis-

forth Carolina. This was an Indian school. ‘Their‘ J&umqy west, which

lendod st Yort Cibson, was commenced st Cimttanooga, Tecnesbee. They were

Ip boats or. the Tennessee river and journeyed down this river to the Chio

down the Chic river to thei ‘ississippl river, down this river to the
the .rkansas river, ‘thanes up the irkenses to "Burtcoddy”. They, with
longiags, were crowded on the flat boats and suffered quite a lot. Their
ence sas at Bn'tooday: a landing on ﬁhlo ‘rkansas river in Arkansas,

when eholera broke out among the campany and !?;‘m long e majority of

e dled. Ky parsats escaped, hosever, and finally reached Fort Gibson.

in 1834, ' |

. The governpent being informed of the piight of the Indians, sent wagons,
food and clothing down and clesned wup fhc eamp, burned ell bed elothes

olothing qod put those sho were still alive into wagons, end after a
’ \ -
» they reached Fort Gidson, their futurs home. -
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My granifethsr on my mother's side was named Fleetwood, ar Znglisbm

por and nw mlﬂmther‘m the émg}.‘.ﬁ' of igie Mergon, Chorokee Indian of
i Carolion, v
| 1 was burn, a» I seid, sast of Vinite about 18 miles and in the Che
Lﬁatio*n. Hy early lifo, aa well as practically all my 1ife, waa opent on ¢
mm and in rai-n;ng, such aa it was in the early days. !y father and I later
jit log houses from $imber cn the lamd but some of the Indians would go into

b pino forests and got cut pine logs, hew them =2ud duild their houses. This |

z sorked eaeily end they could tuild nice houses sut of it, scoe would be
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The principel orops or_crop was corn which wus easily raised, as the
 ms fresh and YSriile and good seasoze prevelled. "zeumnyrameam@f
talastuafmmonecroxawamtherandsomtimmutinmmvhaat ‘I i

GX the first wheat crop was cut with rea&,-hoaks and thay thraeshad out the
pt by "tramping” it out with horses. “o led or rode tho horaoa amnm and
mmhm:omémmmmpm ehough, the women of the family .
»eovo the straw and obaff and gatber up the grain and pour it out from
- ation and the wind would carry away the chaff and the grain would fall
bo gatmo{.,p;p. Lator they had what was known as a"’gmuncl heg” ar horse
br threshar. The power was furanished by .)ohea treeding & walk, which tm‘m;,
Bo it fyom this ran the thresher but then the wheat would have to be
td” by a hand mackine. , l, '
~ There taa‘planty ‘.of geme of all sorts as well ”aa fish, deer, bduffalo,
gers, otters, turkey, prairie chickens and quail.' Feople would k111 deer,
w6 of '{t and the hind quartm were lmng up to dry. You could almost ale
tuériodvmtmhnsinsnplnwmm 4@ hardly eyer had to feed our

Y

They 'oum fatten on the "mest” acorns, hickory nuts sxd cll the meat

L]
1

mot.
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30, in the fall snd early winter when we wanted hog meat, we iﬁl‘a ao
into the woods, kill a hog or hogs, as the case might be, and dress it. Thay
] alwayd fat at thot season of the year. -

I was :}ntuprotcr in Judge Farkwr's court at Fort Smith in 1893. Thq
An interpreter for each of the five civilixed tribes. I acted for the Choro-

. \ 1 44dn't aet in this cepacity but one year, as if didn't pay encugh. You
enly patd for the days they eetuslly used you altho you had to be there all
ﬁma, evon tho they didn't use you, 0 1 quit afier o;ie yoar's szrvie;.
. 1 was present in Julgs Parker's court in 1863 when Hemry Starr and

Ly, the ~id" were tried for the robbary of a bark in Arkaness, They were con

a@ sent to prison, my racollection is that tll;ey were sent to Sing-Sing
ne 7This " Billy, the A1d" was not the famous outlew by thet neme but this
went by that names, |

97 m were hanged during the term of Judge Farker, however, he was
dered a just Judge but he had to deal with la tough element and only carried

he elict of the law whe:; the prisoner wap found guilty.
Imoﬁailﬁammmonthemthor&pru IQOJ.andhsmbeen
or leaa acuve in the ministry until a fow years ago when I suffered an

o I sarved Chelsea, 01l Springs, Tywa and dammv Star Churches of the

1 incorporated Clmrch of God. ‘ ] ‘ -~

1 tanmandatmlmmamb,arorwtm older pecpls prominent in
ire of the early days in Cklahome amd iIndfen Territory. I receivhd an
twent of land, as well as my children, lut have since sold it.
Ly Church wanted me to act as a mimsionary and I tried 1t a while bub
vas 50 amell and the territory so grca\‘;, 1 felt thot I‘cf\mldn't do 1¢
ide for my family. They paid only $100,00 per year and you eanm this

SN

t vory meh o pay for your entire tims and services.




TEEL, LAFAYETTE. INTERVIEW
N
N
- 366
I operated a forry atross the Grand river bstwesn Vinita and Clare~
e
1o for about § yoars. It was known as the Steve Edwnrd Yerry and was obove

e the bridge now is that crosses the Orand River near Strang, Oklahome,
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