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My name i s Lafayette Teel. I was born in Indian Territory May 25th,

am a Cherokee Indian of 1/16 blood* The place or location of my blrth-

about 18 miles east of Vinita, OĴ Lahoxna.

Vy father, John Teel, was born in Missouri, but I don't remember the

lij mother's name was ifenerva Flestwood TeeJL*

ŷ mother's father, or njy gprejodfather, as well as my father's people,

liorth Carolina. They were moved in the 1854, when the Cherokees were

by the government, % grandmother Fleetwood waa educated r t Jones ^ i s -

Eorth Carolina. This was an Indian school. Their journey west, which

Bndod at Tort Gibson, was eomse&eed at Cb&ttanooga, Tenneeeee. They were

boats ou the Tennessee river and journeyed down this river to the Ohio

hen down the Ohio river to the Mississippi river, down this river to the

the Arkansas river, thence up the Arkansas to "Bortcoddy" • They, with

, were crowded on the f lat boats and suffered quite a l o t . Their

enco me at Burtcoddy, a landing on the -rkancafl river in Arkansas,

then cholera broke out among the caqpany and before long a majority of

e died* % parents escaped, however, and finally reached Fort Gibson*

in 1834. • - •

The goverastant being informed of the plleJit of the Indians, sent wagons,

food and clothing down and cleaned op the camp, burned a i l befl clothes

clothing fnd put those who were s t i l l a l ive into wagons, end after e

they reached Fort Gibson-, their future home. ' ^
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My grandfather on my mother's aide waa named Floetwood, ax.

liar and ray grundnother' waa tte dsaghie? of Coie Morgan, Charokee Indian of

Carolina*

I was bora, a» I said, eaet of Viaita about 18 railee and In the

Nation* My early life? aa well as practically al l ay l i fe , waa apent on

in and in fanning, auch aa It tms in the early day a* "y fathor and I later

It log houses, from $loi>ar on the land bat soae of the Indians would go icto

pioo forests and get out pine logs, hew them 11A build their houses.

I •+.,

worked easily and they could build alee housea out of i t , sceae could be ^

Tha principal oropa or crop «as corn which rme easily ralaad. as the
* • ?,"

frash and fsrtil* and good ceaao^s pravallad* ^e ucuelly raised enough ^
i-

1 to laat ua jfroa one crop to oaother acd soaetiiaos.-put lc coca wbaat* I

jÊbor the firot whaat crop «aa cut with rea--books aud thay thraahad oat the .

it by "treuaplu^ It out with horsea* -e led or rode tho horaea aroond and

pi and ohau finally w« thou^bt i t trar^od encru î, tha wonan of the family .

Id ?«aoTO tbfi straw and obaft and gather up tha grain and pour It out from

Iteration Qfld tha wind would carry away the shaff and the grain would fa l l

ibt gathar«4j$P* later tbas had what wac kaown aa a "ground hog** or horse

p threaher* Tha power waa furrdebsd by ^rsaa tr«adir.g a xilk, which turned,

a than from thia ran tha threaher but then the wheat would have to be

pfid*1 by a hand machine*

[ There *ae plenty of gasts of a l l aorta as well aa fiah, deer, buffalo,

mst ottara, turkey, prairie chickens and quail. People would k i l l deer,

mm of it and the Mnfl quortara were hang up to dry. Tou could alraoat ol-

I dried reniaon hanging up la every hen*. We hardly ever bad to feed our

They would fatten on tha *aast" acorns, hickory nuts and a l l the neat
•

to tender and eweet. ' ;
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So, la the fa l l and early winter when ws wanted hog meat, we vw&d go

into the woods, k i l l a hog or hogs, as the ease night be, and dress it*

p always* fat at that aeaaon of tha year* - '

I was interpreter In Judge Farker's court at Fort Saith in 1803. They
i

an interpreter for each of tha f irs civilised tribes* I acted for the Charo-

, 1 didn't aet la this capacity but one year, aa i t didn't pay enough* You

only paid for tha days thsy actually used you altho you had to be there a l l

tic©, even tho they didn't use you, so 1 quit after one year's servica*

1 was pressnt in Judge Parker's court in 1893 when Henry Starr and

ly, the xvid" were tried for the robbery of a bank in Arkansas, They were eon

•d and sent to prison, ny recollection la that they were sent to '^ing-Sing

Ion* This " Billy, the Aid" was not the faaous outlaw by that narae but this

want by that name,

97 man were hanged during the term of Judge Farksr, however, he was

idered a just Judge but he had to deal with a tough element and only carried

fcht edict of tha law when the prisoner was found guilty*

1 was ordai|sd a minister on the 13th of April, 1901 and have been

or leas active in the siniatry until a few years ago when I suffered an

ck". 1 served Chelsea, Oil Springs, "Epwa and Haraony star Churehes of tha

1 incorporated Church of Qod. _

1 fcave known and s t i l l know a xnsB̂ or of the older people prominent la

ire of the early days in Oklahoma and Indian Territory* X received as

•ttnent of land, aa well as ny children, but have sines sold i t*

t»y Churoh wanted ma to act as a missionary and I tried i t a while bu%

was so assail and the territory so great, I felt that I couldn't do i t

ido for ay family* they paid only #100*00 per year and you can s«e this

t T*ry much to psy for your entire tic© and aerrtets*
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X op«xatad a forry acrosa th« Grand river bstwean Ylnlta and Clar©-

r« for about 5 years* I t *a* kaovxi as th« ^tev« Kdwaadl Ferry and mis obora

bridga nov la tbat orosaas tb« Qranft Rivar near ^trang, Oklahoma»


