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Dating back to 1840 up tg 1848, the migration
of t‘){e Seuiinoles took ‘place/ and according to the

legends of their tfavel;, they left Florida and : /
the country where they lived.an,a znovecﬁ to a new '
country which was the gfhdian Terri’tor'y. This group

of Indians were not satisfied with this mové and

after arriving in the Indian Tei‘r‘i tory' they t’c;ok

up a trip .hich led into Liexico under their great

\
leader, (o-wakoychee ("fllO. cat)

Legends have been handed down and the older

-

people are said to have told that there was one

certain 0ld Jeminole man aiong the mfgr‘ating

Indians who was ‘held in 'high esteem and regard f;>r

his powers as a tribal medi cineén. He was

Al.:.-ha-.lak E;'-math-la. The only office held in ure
< ‘

- tribal towns or bands were those of a chief; spokes-

iten and ths.medicine man., Only ouistanding men
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@ére*recognized,and,appoknted to thes: officbs,:but:
the chief and the meulcine man were the actle
leaders during the migration.

. A-ha-lak E-math-la was uy gjrect grandfather and

served as a rizht hand man to Wild

R

is said to have
Cat whe first iéd his'people over the trail that‘

tecame known as the wild Cat trail. The trail as

ve xnow is .across the,or Qas_laid across the ezstern
central poffion of what is now Oklahouna and led on

into the south into mexieol

Even with the l&fe in Florida,ahd in the wars

that took place there, p-ha-lak E-math-la, my great
;grandfathér, used his powers in the use of the medicine
while he served under the Chief Osceola. He served
Osceola until his death but he assisted in the escape-
of 7ild Cat from the prison at sugustine, Florida, with
the use of the medicine. The powers of the human pre-
pared medicine and the results obtained are said to .
have been accomplished Lecause -the Indians were some-
ti..es uncanny in their beliefs and their regular time
‘spent in fasting to obtain the best benefits from all

. ‘713":.
thege ri tes, The medicine was strictly used during

A3
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all the time_of tthggze to the new country.:
The Apaches gévié ':;c,he Semir‘x?} es trouble when
in the midst of the;’.r"wander‘ihg‘é’; after they had been

forced to leave their old homes, They were never
satisfied in the néw country andl th ey tc;oic up to
wandering around in differeat parts of the country
under their leader, Wild Cat, while a-ba-lak E-math-
la was serving as médicine man all this time. .
The f*pache's plundered and st.ole’from the Sem-
inoles anything they could get. WuWhen this trouble
arose, the Seminoles were trying.to make settle-
ments but the ppaches were daring enough to steal
some horses from ;t.b:;am. The Seminoles could not
éo without their stock. A-ha-lek E-math-la took
up the trail of the Apaches and followed the trail
that led to a stream of clear running water. The-
stock had been driven across the stream at one‘placé
tut instead of crossins at the samé place, my'great
grandfather went or followed the course of the,
stream for a short time when he finally feil‘on his"
stomach to take a drink frouw the stream. Before

he stood up or before he ever hardly realized what

was happéning, an arfow had been shot from the
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oppo si te 5ank of t.her stream and:found a mark on

my great gr'andfather"'s.left cheek. Glancing across ‘
the stream, he saw an Indian woman vhere she had

lain in wait for such pI‘O;V_leI‘S as he.

It £s told that he didn't think much of was
much concerned about the arrow, but he.Just pulled
it away from its place in his cheek :ut he leisurely
‘began to doctor himself. Probably there is no one
now that Ca,:ﬂ do what he d'rd--lhe gorced his tor;gae,ﬁ:}:
to the wound on [is cheek and began to. 1lick the )
place. There was no bleeding of the woundsand,in
all>the incident did not seem to bot.ﬁer‘ him. fThe
wonman on. the oppasite bank witnessed all this
incident,and vhen she 'waw what the medi’cine man
was doing to heal his wound,quickly disappeafed
into the thickets. :

“There was an agreement made by the i.;éxican
governn}eﬁt a.ndrmé 3éminoles, resulting during their
travels and while they were in _ieXicp, that wexico
~would give the Seminoles some land if the Seminples
.alded the jiexicans in some tr;auble. they were having

with some hostile tribes. There is-now a move

H
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being made by the older ones of the seminoljes

who know of this agreement do’take up the

land that was promised to them. Those moves

~

- R . e
"« are made by members of the Zruner Band. (there

are fourteen bands within the Seminole tribe.)
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