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An Interview vith Mr. 7. A, Stubbs,
Lone Welf, Kiowa County, Okla,

My perents, Peter W;shingtun Stubbs and Nanele
Donahoe Stubbs, moved %o the Cheyents end Arapeio

country soon after the Opening in 1892, I was then &

~

big boy,almost twelve years clde.
I grew up like the other ploneer boys except thatw‘

my/mother taught me to ass:l-st her with the housework

~

—
o

of all kinds, an;! eapecially to cook, so by the tine
I was grown I wes.a good m%ﬁﬁﬁwﬁqusekaepar. "
AThere wers few ways ﬁg'whim a youth“gwld ©axn
spending money in those dayse I w;n.tced to make sume
**%ey -80 I went over to Peuls Valley iyich was a
muoh older end settled pard-of the countrye I looked
for some kind of & job that would pay money, as I eould |

-2
havg.earned ponies or feed neer homee

I met a man who had lost his wife and he had several
children, As he eould not get anyone to cdok and keep “

: housc\for them, I gladly toock the jéb for girls 4id not 2o

N
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_out-to work

renmained with them for sometime wuil #iils worklng thore
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in homes of that kind, in those dayse I

I booome acquainted with Hivem Thompson., My employer

ronted & farm from hi snd we moved out thero,

wag thirty miles northecst of Purdy, on Rush Croek, ,

#

0ld man end H&4 lived on this farm mnay years which

1t

when I first kmew Hirem Thompson he vas a very

would have placed his eoming asometinc ia the 70'8,

I was interesmted when he talked and he told me many of

.

his carly experiences, showing me wléere he -1ivod when

he Tirst cames to Rush Creek,

Hia first dwelling was a cave in \the Rocks of a

amgll hill near Rush Creek, where he lived two ysars. He

llked to exhibit 1t, He owned only cne pony at that time,

but he went

to the Bottom land for it was very fine. He

dug qut,by hend,the brush end cloared off as much of the

timber as he could, but meny of the trees were laft because

he did not have the t;me to get them off end plent also,

He roda his pony to Paﬁln Valley and purchased a

Georgia stock plow which he carried homs on the ponys
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Hitohing th; pony. to the Georgla stock, hé" plowed
around tgo trees and planted corn in the little -
. patch, He wrked the corn by hand aﬁé whgn it had..
to be plowad, he again made thc trlp %o Pauls Valley
on thd‘pony and oarried back a one-hors® doublo sgzvol
plow. With thiu he worked his oorn while he lived
on wild genme and wild fmit. His clothing smounted to .
‘80 very little, he naver thought of them, T
The corn produoed well and -he sold it to xanchmen |
to feed their atock, thereby getti;g enocugh money to .
buy such food as he snd his hounds were forced t6 have,
and ceuld not find wiia. He also purcha ed other kinds
of need and cleared more lemnd, as he could buy a few
hand tools by then e¢nd carry them out to his cave,on the
ponye &

_After two years he built s two-room log hut .n one
end of the cave, in which he livcéi In the othaxr end he
let -hig--Hounds and pony live,.as hs continued to clear )
land end place it 1n)ault1§ation.

VWhen I know him, he was yet living in the two log

rooms and gontinued to let his pack of hounds live in the
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other ende He then had a number of" ponxes and whcn
he needed a stable the ponies also wore Lent in the
room with tho hounds, "~ i * -

His beard wes long and wﬁi€§ and his age was

evident, but he eoﬁtfhued to rid?dnnc of his mény
pgnies to town.quite‘frequently, gollowed~by hie pack ~
of hounds. Hs would purchaee‘a jug of whiskey and
&procoe& to get %er& drﬁng but he with his pony sad
aogs vwould make thelr way home, He pas an interesting :
man but did no% tell much about his life before coming
to the Chickesaw Nations

However, he was'quite proud of his fiﬁe farm which

- ;o . ’
he then ovned “and enjoyéd telling of h}s lIabors in
homestieading it.d The eave he also presefved witﬁ ca.®
while the old brush fences were yet to'Be seen in many” - °
places as he had made use ~f the brush in that way to
protect ﬂisfgrowing corn in the little cleared patches

before he had time to cut rails and build better fences

When I knew him he no longer worked the land bu
rented to other personé to f§§&, while he with his oKS

and ponles seemsd to enjoy life togethers



