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Eth«l B« Taold-tt,
Investigator,
April 25, 1938*

An Interview with Bfr« 7* A. Stubbs,
Lone Wolf, Kiowa County, Okla*

My parents * Petor Washington stubba and Hanci©

Donaboe 9tubba, moved to the Cheyen t̂T and Arap^Kf

country soon a f te r th© opening in 1B98, I ^aa then a

big boy^almoat twelve years old*

I grew up l ike the other pioneer, boys except that x

my mother taught me tg a s s i s t her *?ith the froxiset/ork

of a l l kindas and especially to cook, ao by the t ine
.• *

I xm.9 grown I wa3-& good o&&%!®0i%. housekeeper* CT

There were" few ways in wh l̂di a youth gxild tsarn

spending mmey in thoBe days* I wanted to ma£<s some

iey -so X went ovar to Pculs Valley ^ i c h was a

muoh older and se t t l ed pasiTdf the country. I looked

for sora^ kind of a jo's that wou!4 pay money, as I could

haVĵ . earned ponies or feed &§ar home*

X mat a man who had loat his wlfd and he had several

children* As he could not get anyone to cook and keep

hou39 for themi I gladly took the job for g i r l s did not gc



STUBB3, !„ A*. INISRVISW - 10640

• E •

x«4-t-'to work in homes of t^hat kind," In those days* I

remained with thorn for sometime uiTi /n.iln work In;:

I became acquainted with Hiram Thompson. My employer

rontfcti a i'aj?n from hi'i and we moved out thero* I t

waa th i r ty mile© ntfrtheast of Purdy, on Rush Creek,

When I f i r s t knew Hii'am.jrhompson he waa a vei*y

old man and had l ived on th i s farm mnay years whioh

would have placed his coming some U ay in the ?0»s*

I was intorested when he talked and he told me muny of
n.

lii.f early experiences, showing mo where ho -lived when

hts f i r at oame to Bush, Creole*

Ills f i r s t dwelling was a oavo in the Rocks of a

small h i l l near Rush Greek, where he lived two years* He

liked to exhibit it* He owned only one pony at that time,

but ho went to the Bottom land for i t was very,fine* H©

dug qut>by hand,the brush and olaar&d off as much of the

timber as he could, but many of the trees were lef t because

lift did not have the time to get them off and plant also*

He rode his pony to Pauls Valley and purchased a

Georgia stock plow which he carried home on the pony*
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l i 'Hitching the pony to th« Georgia acock, lie'plowed

around the trees end planted corn"in the l i t t i t '

pat oh, He narked the corn by hand and «»£» I t

to be plowod, he again mad» tho t r ip ^16-'Pauls °Valley '

on the* pony and oarried back a one-hors© d<mblo shovol

plow* With thia he work»d his com while he lived

on wild gem© and wild t ra i t* Hio clothing emounted to r

so vary llttlt, he never thought of them* —-

Tho corn produced veil and he sold it to ranchmen

to feed their stock, thereby getting enough money to .

buy such food as he and his hounds were forced tcPhave,

and ce.uld not find ^ild» Ho also purcha «d other kinds

of seed and cleared more lend, as he could buy a few

hand tools by then and carry them out to his cave on the

Pony* *

-After two years he built a two-room log hut *n one

end of the cav^, in which he lived* In the othar end he

let feis-Sounda and pony l ive, .as hi continued to clear

land and place I t in/cultivation*

When X knew him, he was yet living in the two log

rooms and continued to le t his paok of hounds live in the
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o ther end« He then had a number of "ponies and when

he needed a s t a b l e the poaies a l so were kept in -the ,

room with the hounds. '

His board was long and white and h i s age was

evident , but he continued to r i d e *one of- h i s many

ponies to town, qu i t e f r equen t ly , followed- by h i s pack
*

of hounds* He mmld purchase a jug of whiskey and

proceed to get very drunk, but he with, his pony &&& ~

dogs., would make their -way home* He was an interesting ;
\ . ' • . • * .

man but did not t e l l much about his l i fe before coming

to the Chickasaw Nation* '

However, he was quite proud of hia fine faira which

he then oraaed^and enjoyed telling of has labors in

homesleading it« The cave he also preserved with ca .e .

Tihile the old brush'fences were yet to be seen in many"

places as he had made use of the brush in that wax to

protect his-'grotfirvg corn in the l i t t l e cleared patches

before he had time to cut ra i ls and build better fences/

When. I knew him he no longer worked the land b\rl

rented.to other persons to faiSa, while he with his aogs

and ponies seemed to enjoy l i fe together*


