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Johnson H. Hampton,
Invesatigator.,
Maroh 23, 1938.
Interview with Teocumsah Jaokson,
Route #1, Soper, Oklahama,
I was born February 1, 1867,in Mississippi; I came

to the Indian Territory with my feamily in 1903, My
father's name was Sam Jackson and he died when I was a
small boy back in Mississippi; Mother came to the Choo-
taw Nation and died in Bryan County.

There were abaat four hundred of us who came over

together; the Government sent a special train for us and
we came over on it. We were living in Miasissippl at the
time and they just loaded us li;e a bunch of eattle;loaded
us on the trein and brought us over to the Choctaw Nation.
We cams to Atoka to0 file on ocur land and we were put off
there while some of them went to Ardmore to file on land
there in the Chickasaw Nation. We cams to the Chootaw
Nation gome.tima in October, 1903, After we 3elected our
land we then were seni to places where the land was located
and that was same time in November, 1903; the best land

had been ﬁakon by the native Choctaws s0 we had to take what

they gave us. The Dawes Commissioners seleoted the land for
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us and then we moved onto these pigces of land; there
was & good bunch of us who ocame t0 Kent which is a
little place on the highway now and took up our abode
cut about eight or nine miles south of Antlers. After
we got located we went to work building our houses and
putting the land in‘ogltivation. O0f oourse, we had a
hard time for a while for we were new ﬁo the country and
the country was new $0 us; we did not know anybody to
vhom we could go for help; the Government helped us for
a while when we first got located and we did very well
thoagh. We made our first crop and then we got along
pretty well for newcamers t0 this cowmtry.

We got our patent to our land from the Muskogee In-
dian Agency,then we knew that the land was ourd and it
was the first time we did own our own land., Of course,
we were proud to own land and to call it our home. We
were enrolled back in Mississippl as Mississippl Choataws
for we were living there when they caﬁe over and enrclled

-
us; after we came over to this country and began to live

here we got our payments just the same as the native Chootaw,
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whio§ we were proud to get.

- We had no land back in Mimsissippl;, we rented the
land that we farmed back there. We raised corn and
cotton there; we had to work there to get to rent land
to raise enough to live on and after paying our renta
we made enocugh t0 live on every year. The Choctaws used
to be good workers bagk there dbut after they came over
here and got settled they got to where they were lazy,
they had to work back there to get by, they used to msake
good cropa every year back there., We did not have any
stock of any kind for we had no place to put them; the
only stock we had was our work stock and of oourse, we
had to keep them in the lots all the time but after we
came here we raised a few cows and hogs, We raised
enough'hoge for our meat and had enough milk for our
use,

The country was very different to what we were used
to and when we got here to our land the country was open;
there were no farms }o speak of, the land was mostly out

and no fenoes were to be seen where we got loocated but
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there :was, same pretty good timber of red ocak and post
oak, There were no pire trees there but the timber that
wag on the land was good timber. We soon s0ld all our
timber t0 the sawmillers and, of course, we have no ’
timber on our land. There were few deer and turkey left
yet when we got here and some of the men killed & few of
them before they all got away. |
After ;e got loocated here we built us 2 church and
namad 1t Big Spri Baptist Church; we named it after
the one we had baz in the 0ld country. At the time we
built this church there were a good many Mississippi
Choctaws in the neighborhood and we used to have pretty
good camp meetings but they are all about dead so there
are but few of us living now and the church {s about out
of the question although the!house is still there but the
Choctaws who used to attend it have gone %0 their reward.
The white people use it sometimes; I was a member of the

Baptist Chureh back in the 0ld country and =ome of the

others were membsrs of the same chureh there so when we
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got here we built this church for us to worship in.

Bacg in Mississippi, north of us several miles, there
were some Chootaws who belonged to the Catholie Church;
they had a church and a school for the youngsr Choctaws
who could go to school. There were a good many who be-
longed to this church; nearly all of the Mississippi Choo-
taws spoke fair Rnglish; they learned it for they were
smong the white people there and it was up to them to
learn and most of them did learn to speak the English
language.,

The four hundred who came over when I did have been
gcattered over several counties and same of them went to
the other ;;tyon,that is the Chickasaw Nation, wﬁile the
bulk of them stayed in the Chootaw Nation. I knov of
some who went back; they did not like this cecountry so
they sold out a}l the lanﬁ that they‘could and went baodk
to 1ive at the oid home.

When I was growing up I did not have the 0pportunfty

to attend school 80 I am an uneducated Chootaw but I ocan
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speak pretty good English which I learned back in the
0ld country.

I have lived pretty well ever since I moved here
to this country; I have not made a lot of money dbut I
have made enough %0 live on and I am glad that I moved
to this country. I bave made a lot of friends among
the native Choctaws and also the white people of the
country. I am getting along as good as any other Choctaw,
native or Mississippg)and I am going to live here until
I am called to get my reward.

My family consists of four boys and two girls and
they are gett}ng aloné just fine; they are going to school
every day; they were born and raised here so they are ac-
climated to this country. I still have some of my land and
I am farming it. I have a white man for a son-in-law s0
I figure I am getting along just fine. I am living about

ten miles south of Antlers.



