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Record of the first

Hitohita Church

Interview with

Rev, ¥illie Heney, Seminole,

Seainole, Oklahoma

There seem-to have been bgtoro §h0 Civil War, a
church in existence but the first record, and the only
reqerds ve can get, is that of the beptimm of Thomns
Little, in the year 1857, by Jumes Essex. Whether
that was the bveginning of thao orgsnization of the
Hitchita ochurch we don't know and the records after
the Oivil War seem t0o have been destroyed or misplaced
from reliable sources.

It seems that Tonsy Burgess, a &reek Indian, come
to the Smminole Kation in the interest of reexganizing
the Hitchita church. Bsing sent by other ehurches it
ssems he spent sometime here among the people.

There being a few that were members of the ehurch
who were interested, and through the efforts of Toney
Burgess, they sst a day for a gathering of the people.
It was across the North Canadian from Seminole Qounty,
south of what is now Prague, Okla. soms 4 or 8§ miles.
This ssems t0 have been the beginning of the establish-~

ment of the Hitohiti ohurch.
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Under an arbor built for this occeasion, the people
being interested in the gospal of Christ, met and this
tims the mambers elsoted or appeinted, v n PakXo,
as their aupervisor or chiefman. |

Then the people decided to move their muting place
in 1868 or 1870 acress the North Censdian river into
Seminele Natioﬁ. end there they worshipped Ged in & log
houu; m Harjo bdeing cihairman and Chokot Harjo, Vice
chexman. After the death of these two church lesders,
Jagob Chupso became chairmsn of the organized church:
. $hen Trank cody, a traveling ministor, was ths pastor in
charge.

Them at this time they moved from the log house inte
& hewed log houss; then for reasons unimown, +hs hewed
house was sbandonned, but the people still worshipped God,
going from houss te house, holding prayer meetings and
their regular sabbath meetimgs.

Then what was known as the Cotton Woold churei. house
was built. Jacod Chupco, was still leader but 4ied Defore
the church house was finighed, Thess peepla gathered at
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the Cotton Wood church houss and thuy elscted Thomas Little,
as their leader or chairman. Then he becams a traveling
ministesr having other duties to perform ando bhj!ou Perryman,
then a local preacher, becams the leader or chairman. Mose
Sire, & traveling niniatorjvu then pastor in charge.

Moass Perryman, vas supervisor efthe church houss upward
of twenty years. During his time as such leader, there were
uvo'ral traveling ministers that passed in and out but two
only can be recalled: ;eo{m Chupoo and Iﬁfg Kawakkes, After
the death of Mose Porrymuﬁ, Waddie Hully teok chargs of
of the church during his time. .

Then the people moved out of the big Cetton Woed church
house six milss and half southeast. In the year 1893 after
the death of Wadéy Bully [his death being January 9,1900),
Sem Hansy was appointed leader or chairman for the church,
¥hile he was in charge, they moved the churchk house : mile
vest to its pressnt site .

In the year of 1904, on November 28, ox about this time,

'Thomas Little having fulfilled his earthly mission in serving

the Iom, died | : . Sam Bonsy was still in charge of
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the chursh, working faithfully im the ILord. Sam Honey
died November 24,1908, iartiz Johnson was shem appoint-
od to talm ehergs of the church, After his death, Fus
Harjo was appointed chairman of the well organized church
and, having fulfilled his mission, died Jun. 11,1926:
then %illie Honey was appointed chairman and Esap Hully,
Vice-chairman, who are still leaders up to the present
time, of the Hitohitu M.E.Church South,
Comittemsn:
Williie Honey
Jinka Larney
William Honey

Rsup Hally
Bud Little, Sec.
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This ia the HEitchita language given by Rev.

Your

Setarken

Ssven

Kolarpaksn

Ten

Pako-len

- Willie Heney, Seminole, Oklahoma,R.R.l,

Two
Tok-lan

Five

Chah-kepan

Eight
Sug-na-paken

5

|

Thres

Tuchenan

Six
Eparken

Nine

Ostapea-ien

14



