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OTIS HIBEOHY OF A OBSROEEE HAEIYB
Oivtn by Ed Sunday

Boats #2
Oolagah, Oklahoma

. , Ed auuday was born in November 1856, on the /

Mark horn prair ie , near where locust Grove i s now

located.^ -

Father • William Sunday, died at the age of

65 years and i s buried i n the Sunday Cemetery,

eight miles northeast of Olaremore, on Bryor Creek.

His was the f i r s t grave i n th i s oemetery.

Mother - Mary Burgess^unday died at the age

of 50 years and i s burled In the Sunday Cemetery .

on the old home plaot , south of Oolagah*

I an one of the few Cherokee Indians, who has
witnessed the many changes that have taken plaoe

in this, oouniry, from the early days to the pre-

sent tim«. X f t e l that i t might be of Interest

to^the younger generation to know ay story oon»

ferning the ohanges and development of the oountry.

I have l ived In and around OolagaK sinos 1661,

and have had many experiences and s e t a many ohangts

in the mode of l i v i n g aod the develop^ment of ths

oountry* / .
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* ' /when j;he Oh.ert>kees pame W th© Xa&ikn Terrk *

tory, this was/literally speaking, a wilderness

with no improvement's of any'kind. j'he east side

of the Cherokee Ration was a timber land, where
- • • : " ' . • . . ' . / ' . ' •>

.wild.game-of a l l kinda and Cesoriptlon was plenti-

ful, and7the streams were full of fish. The west

eitle'of the W.'&Lbn was mostly prairie land,*the

grass being very.rarik^ and the only kind of wild -

game inhabiting i t were prairie ohioken and quail.

There werealso plenty of fish in the streams in

this section of the nation.

la 1386 the Oherokees made a treaty with the

United States. Their indspeadens© <was aaknowl%tgQd

and the t i t l e to the land they oooupiefi was oon-

•:.firmed• From that time th© trib© made rapid progress

in oiviliaation.

In 1^20 the Cherokee Nation in Georgia and* Uorth

Oarolina was organ!zed and a year or two later a

constitution suitable to their ooadition was adopted.*'

Schools were established and Sequcyah Invented the .~

'Oherokee alphabet la about 1885, whioa soon enabled
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them to read in thei r own language. Many books

were printed- in th i s l^nguape, including the Bible*

In 10E7 the f i r s t Indian printing praes in

the United States me established, and th« next

the JheroVee rhoeni$, the f i r? t Indian newepap©^

publishoa. I fchlrik a p i r t of tMs paper «?as printed

in tha English ^lan^aaga. Tho Obetoieefl then ro-

hed their govorniiont in th i s country and

TahleQuah the capi ta l .

Sohoc.ls wore re-Bstiblished and industries *

vfBxo revived in the no** Oborolee nation .̂nd the

g*vorinwiit ^miotionec1 sff ioiently for about 66

years, Insofar as i t aoacorned the 3herokesst or

until tjae t r i b a l government "'vae abolished by an

af ,0ctigress, kno-»?ri as the Gurtiss Bi l l . The

kew govBrmaant "as oompelleo^ by said aot , to

enter into tho agreenont with the Uniter ""tates

government, to avoia eoiae tK? the harsh provisions

of this aot . -

iho wonstitiltioa of tho Oherok-ee Ration,

published by aa aot of the national ^ounoil, in
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1802, and approrecl by principal Obief, CLJ.Harria,

provided the appointment of two oompetent ©en to

complete the laws. John T,# Adair, a Oherolree, and

William tfbanfee, a yvJto man, tranelated the same

in the Cherokee

The t rea ty between the Un&tdd Staten firi'3 the

Cherokee Indians soptrstod our people, making th«

Saetorn 0horo^Re« an*i th*» r»lfl se t t lors remove to

On July 2, 18J$. "b|t order of the national

OoTivontioM. "the ^ov^rarent re^.^ved the

• This t rea ty '«aa signeci by:
T.aury, President of the Eastern Jherokeas*

GOBBB, X^©sident of "'estern Oherolcses. 4ati"5B Unloe

Charles Ooofty •• Ihsnl&ta - Jaok fipaars • Luny

(by orclor of th'e Hati-onul Oonvontiba) j\nd John l

(by X mark) Aoting "&tnolpal Chief <\£ ^©etera

The forogoiag inetrumenjb was.than read and

approved by us August 23, 1839, \aron

Billon - toung Elder - Boor fraok - Young
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Turtle Fielda - July - The lagle - $he Crying

Buf falo^ ant? a great many others too* numerous to

mention*

Oar people name together again as one group

and formed a new fcoverwnent• The boundary of thch

Cherokee Nation started at a point southeast of

i?rtrt Smith, Ar3§atiaasf canning west to the tliree

oornere ^oet, joiaing Oberokee, Greek and Osage

Nations, thenco north to the Kaneae l ino , tbenoo

east to where three corners Join Oherolcee, Arjfcaneae

and Missouri, thenoe south to th© point* of

I rawfldber pur men. going to Tah.loqu.ah to

attend a aeetijig, to fora a new treaty; Thie

Icnown as th@ W5!r«aty of J18&&," and provided th«b

our people divide their land with the Freed mrgroes.

Bil l Roos wae the Cherokee Chief at that time*

Oar constitution and Xa^s were &11 made and

eight diet r io t 8 were layed off, the aains being:

Ooowo«aooowee, Delaware, 8al ln«, Going Snaie,

Flint, Seouoyah, l i i i a e i a and'Canadian. I l ired
*» -'t -~ a

in the Oooweeaooowee District•
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our people were divided p o l i t i o a l l y , ana wil l

always be. Thwse were two parties,known ae the

pawning or Deaooratio t ioket an«i the Be#s,or

better known ae the R«publioan party. If J rem«m

ix-r right I oast my f i r s t vote in 1077, anct I

do not remember ever fa l l ing to oast my vote, and

it was always for the* Bemoorat^o party, and X

expeot i t w i l l always be# -*»

1 faJraaefl for two years on Bird -Oreeic, for %tt

an^ Jim Davis, the only t$& families l iv ing there*

Jim Davis* residence was one of the voting prtolnote

for the Oooweesooowee Dietriot and i t was at

plao© I oast ay f i r s t vote .

QITO WAH

My father w&e a Union mn and my mother1 e

people were a l l aouthernerts. *

Uy n&rentu Boperated when I was a email- boy

and I stayed with &iy mother* You oan now e«e how

I beoame a i)«sioorat, * •

-•' iQr father belonged to the Soorot Society of

the Pen-Xl33iB.ne.*Eo was a Oaptain, and X oaa
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I am not of thi« episode of hie

X am not able to relate but l i t t l e about the

Civil war, for I was too young. After my parent©

separation, m̂  mother married a man named Buffing-

ton, a Cherokee* He was a man who feared nothing*

I had gone south with my unole and,my mother stayed

with her husban-i ami his ndeoe.

My etep-father was gathering up a bunoh of

horses to take with him, when about twenty north-

ern osagss rAde up to the house, looking for him

with the intention of k i l l ing hiss, Hot finding him

at home, two of them went to the horse corral, put

a rope on a nioe f i l l y and led her off, lie returned

home that night, learned what had happened, told

my mother to load up the wagos^ that he Intended

to get «ven with tho»e oeages# He pulled nut that

nigtt and oaught up with the rest of his pe&ple*

Hown the Arkansas riTer tetwaen

mouth of the Verdigris and Grand river8,$he

only way to ostesa, was (by f#rr$, and i^ere was only

one boat* Our outfit wanted to orooa the river

just about sunset* Juat as the boat landed, we saw
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the whole sand bar w\n lined with"blue ooats y
n

but theyoould not (?et the boat* our people we-*e

trying to meet ^usuitrell's Bgipads* The Federals

crossed on th% boat t by, mornings About four miles

river was a Oreek tp™nt known aa the Creek

% !TK» nesct d®gr about to-n O1cloak, the Blue

Ooate reached the Oreek town aad set i t on fire*

we tnetrtwj|#ntr*ell'rs ^ight^rs of ttie TTorld,"

?, 0hootawe and

u (The Blue 0 ats net ^uantrolie mon

oa ^lk Ore©k,» a/fchort dietaRoe from where Mus* "

koge© i« now"located* That wae the worst threah-

lag the Hortii ®ver roooived. X think they los t

nearly every man they had,

My fatheri, A Morthernor, was behind UB with

a company of full-blood Oherokees and they sore

wcr<? hard on us ^^utherners, k lot of people »ove&

south,to western Texas, into Montag County, seventy*

'five milne southwest of Oainsvllle* Our ptopl© l o s t

everything they #a««s««d»p^^^ess^J

We l e f t Texas in the winter of 1864, and returned

to the Cherokee Nation, and se t t l ed <wit of Grand ,
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river on Hark hands'prairie, t attended the Qher

oke© sohool for oix months* My people were well

fltvidod by t h i s time* ^e lived on Grand river

until 1871,

A f©^ of out1 Oherokee^peoplo, who oaio« baok

to th'if> vioinity after the war wtro iho:.

, A<3aSr«, Hiolre', MoOoys, a

ay

Thu only rooane of tyantportatlon through the

Xn-ilan Territory wau th© letago l i a e f whioh ran

from Kau8«.8f through the Indian' Territory to
»

Theeo oo*oh$s were drawn by either Tour or aix

anil eftino of them carried ae high aa twenty

rs- The mail ana baggage ttae oarried on

top of th© ooaoh*

,Xn 1870 the Mieeouri, Kansas and Texas

rm4 bui l t»the . f iret l ine through the Indian

-feory*

THE

!•>

I. had to woa& &t what ever X oould find to do,

to help keep my mother, her e ieter and myself* We
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n a?cm on %nmi s**̂ ©< in

In

Jinni

for

My Udol© nw« 9o»ft j« jfnw»"them,

tk&if ia#tttttSr to m̂  until. tht*y h»

winter 1 e?*** t h e ^ ^ e r fs?o««n nvor,, ««fl w*» OOUJ '

drive a 1*0*6 of Oftttlo anrt lc^#»'l W ?̂?OI>IS ovo? tho

ltt©» Im i«feyob of tfef^ year T

to 4«ftth 1*1 thiliT feOfifc* -

tbo tSall of 1874 % remove on î gr Oy««fkt

th® pr^seat Xoofttlwti of Ularompiro in no^.

Jo<5 Qhaafearo operator the ouljr trading poet

, loaatoti on *&% Qreck, Juct belot? where*

now etatiuo* I aon't think tSaoro waro

f i f ty ftoiM* brok« out on th©oo prairiaw at that
c
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I rented a farm , that Is knowtiras the £ook

plaoe, west of Olartmore. At that time

• •

there west no railroads, and Glaremor© was un»

heard of* While living oa this plaoe I married

my first wife, Haaoy Wilkarson, a Cherokee girl.

My first two ohilAren were born here*

I then bought a place known as the Ed Sanders

farm, where I lived until 1881* CUB third child,

Luc ills , now deceased, was bor$ here*

I then bought and improved a plaoe on the

hill, about four miles south of Oolagah* Our fourth

ohild, Edward, Jr., was born here*

Our oldest ohild, Janie King,now lives in Tulsa*

The oldest eon, William B* Sunday, is very active

in Heal Estate business in Gl&remoreand is oon-

sidered one of the eifcjr** most sueoessful bus-

iness man* He owns several farms and a nice

l i t t l e oattle raaok, with an extra nice bunch

of cattle and a few of the best brood maros in

the country* '

four and one-half

Tbe ranoh owned by my%j|n.# William, i s located

miles northeast of Ooll insvil le .
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400 aoyee,ia|d Is one of the beat

farms in Oklahoma* There i s as ab»u&&E&3 of

grass„ water, pecans, fruit trees and plenty

of timber* There are two fine natural lakes,

with pletxfey of fish* This oattle ranoh i s

better known as the Till3s Mu^grore plaoe*.

Hr. Mnsgrove, was an unole of'^

I l ive on this plaoe at the present time, and

this i s where I hold my annual pjonio and

rodeo eaoh year**

ranches, The

Olern Rogersî and Bi l l ie K Rogers Raaoh, the
<

Major Lipe Ranoh and ihe Willie Musgrove

Kanohf the latter i s my preset* xooation*

This raooh was located between ttie Oaney and

Verdigris rivers, ran north from the moafch of •

the Oaney river, as far as 5!alala. In

days the whole oountry was otlttXe ranoheB. On %

these ranches t wa&ed as a l ias rider atti also

roaae tĥ s oatt le roundups ataxy eprlngt whioh was

to gather up the oatt\Le and bring them home*

the spring I would ri<«-the l ine , to keep th<t
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cattle drifted Iraok* 5his range Y?as about ton

EcdJeB square. I' worked . f or these raaohes until
* *

about 1887 • £-t tkls time I lost lay wife, and

buried in the olu -^uougy^fen^te^y, on

ranofcu * •• *•
m T1

The year that Joel 3. Kayos Wat electee,

Brinoipai Ohiei" of- the 'Oherokoas, I rae electee

Representative oi" the Jherokoo ijuticcal Council,

from thevOooweescoowoe District, at i'aklequal •

I served for two years and in 1888 I took an

"active part in the ro«leasiqg of the Cherokee*'.

tto the Old Livestock. Association, the seoond

t̂hen their lease expired, the^- wanted-to • •

renew it^Tor a period oi* five years, at the rat©

of |500,OCOv*t this time-one--of the big pdlitloal*

battles betweieii the tvfo parties ocoured*

One.party uatertook"to ieaije'it to a,homo com-
* *

nahy6...'c?.hil.e-.the other party wanted toJLeape i t to

the Livestook Association, ef the highest .3ash
bidder f' both ̂ parties b

fbr th<

ing f i l l ing to aooept a

This money wae to

be turned to the treasurer of the Oherokeo Elation,

; 0
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U n c l e " ? e e r y •)• an h e r e . /

? of ,

, Tor; F u t l r n pp<" : ( ' I'VI n r , niv en r

t r f reiir*»J:, U»io3e-Tenry JharoberB.Jwitle' a t r i p t o

I aneaB 0 ^ ' y , ' rnkno^n +c> t h e otf̂  n-f o.^l1 ey

b y s t f i p o t o m t i h l < - c i i ' « v . r ^ \-••< r i\<e } \ < - ^

t a i l 1 i ' r ^ P i p ^ r t ' j i b e ^ ^ . , J w - I ? " T p r j i t ' r ^ , t . r

f-ansae Otty, i:isro,ai*i,

Thej1- reoeivec ^6^rfr-ft0
 5^^ re< rru*/ ^ Fort *

'n - i t hv the money, fni"tey ^^r^ net >»y Je^6

anj sheriff* *nf Jo^conoro^ee /Sotriot*,
- -

ten a'!'ri8;i Oberolveee. They t ravel so. th

MllB'&t'' n1<?bt $n hr»r8obaak» lTr,o1<> Henry ^h^
wi?* r i^ in^-a mule, an »" ^su-rieu the money in sari die

\ytm* I t w e plaoo'i. ?:• the t

out 'my t rouble• - -—»
vbr.ut tbdsr'.tit^e t h e 0heroicoe people

^?*0]5.£i,.-&fll_j bayap to learn poifetbin*? about . "

:>o!35tios. . . *

fhe f i r s t thinK tha t happened af ter the money

was received *?as to uake t he b i l l , rb-^ih'tpok us

-abo*ut a t?6Bl:. There t?ns ?, r eso lu t ion Intro duo eel •,
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to make the b i l l roa:.-.f"'to t)ie liigheBt, respon-

sible ^sipfciddar. „ .

The- 'lorna oompa^ folt sure tly f̂cr would got

tl?o lease, for the certified ah.eok", as'they, had

aaie a. cig ii^at . I ore.'eri'ad the oaa-h .

oX a certified ,
one of ' , • *

waa/the first l t i .es tiiat moaê r ^as «jpenb

.far but i t had no effect. They awarded

the lease to the Old Livestock ^.ssooiatibn.

low I will show you why the money i s better

than anybody's check,. The old company rxut.up

in cash*. If the home" company would fc^tve

the lease,-atla put u|> home ohee&s7

Nation woul^ have lost 'the-."whole

I>lSF)SAL/or.TFE

The s?overnr.^nt-too>-
/

/
,the

am smarted moving big herds of cat t le cot/of

the Oiitlet. 2 hey t r ied to make another raw deal

. with our people, to open up the s t r ip -ft&t^f&t^e-

'ment.: " ^ ^

There was already ^^i?Vi>M%0ie on between the

cattleman0 ac^ old. David I'*;^to^ef lea^ax cf the
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"Boomers." Under the leadership of Payne, a

band of people prepared to enter the Territory

and take possession of the *tJna»sip;n«d Lands."

This group was nicknamed "Boomers." Payne and

his Boomers did not have mush success, for

saaroely had they pitched their tents in the

Indian Territory, t»hen the Unites States Soldiers

ordered them out.

I&yne was determined tp sett le here, though,

and would not become discouraged oyer £allure.

Again and again h^T^ttempteu tp plant- a colony

and was often arrested and put, in j a i l .

Ikyne and his Boomers failed- t,o take our land

beoause the Cherokee people had to put It to a

vote in order for the strip-.to be opened for

settlement. ' •

la 1888 or .'89 our ohie-f, Joel Bf Mayes,died.

^'n his dying bed he advised iai^f^^r©"0^fo"^tioT""*

vote our land "away to the United States gavern-;

raent so the Boomers opuld not/fehe larid

rights away,.
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You can.readily see the Boomers failed to s e t t l e

on our land un t i l eaoh on© of our Oherofcee pa©-., •

pie received our portion or share, whion amounted

to "$265. , - - '' : '

The United states government gave us another

raw deal when they, forced us to soil for £l.£6

per'oeae© when we were offered &1£;bO per aore«

The Oherokee Strip was,thrown open for s e t t l e - " c

• ^ • * & *

meat but a l l that the Boomers got was^t^e'&tusi

and thai OherokeeB got the money*

HISgQRY .̂p OOLAOAH
•In about. 1891 X-removed to Oolagah., and in order

to .seoure'the building I 'bpu^ttt a saa l l hardware .

store. I also Jsuiltand operated the f i r s t l ivery

stable, s tar t ing with one huggy and one saddle horse•

I* built a dwelling and mofcod to.tAwn. I operated

a general merohandisje s tore . . ' •

but my biggest trade was in the vioini ty of where

Opllinsville i s ntm looated..
* ~" ' •>

The entire ootmtry-was developed into ranches",
- • •

and was fulJ of oowboye. The oa t t la thieve* also
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d tin to thoir r<* nnintftdm nm" kspfc- us busy
• • •

aattle.. ' .

aliottn^nt app«>ir«d iho b« ' in

5 realiiijeri- onr family ha" more larul ,

n f "oBiairBJi fr)v, $1700 o^nbv 1 )mri on bnn^ ahont

&iew it -n.onir. hart BB wep^ Undlfe ^l

. . I l«afe©« $3y..new plams ; . «» î.*" of 'ool&gah,, to

a .white • roan * J*»ir itot rooal i hif« name^ To^-.ten
" . . . : - L \ r . t •-__'__ _ _ _ _ _ _ ~*~?' - •

.» He was ir-'.breaS t he . ian.<. ftriild a romi-

teoon house, bojrn^ <iif a.w'eli an. p lant

an orohafo . •' • • ".

He bezant to i te^Orwrtm^/ t ixfe t t '^

^hil© diggliif'a post hoX.e,-he etruolr ooal. This

wa«> a>great.,ettrpriee.to th-e people; foi we die

no't .kt̂ ow thero ^ae. anj Goal in t h i s country, I .

took a'oreTv'of tneo.̂  .arAput in a £er> prospect. -
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/holes and" discovered coal*

I then went f o ^aklequah, by train, and as I

knew the law, I took'% minitm lense from the

treasurer # of the Cherokee Nation «jv3n^ me a

permit to leat>e to outeiae oapitn •. by pa j-ing

into the treasurer, at the rate of 25 cents

per Hon royalty* It ?>as soon rumored that I

had struck Goal on my place, and in four days

men called from Independence, Kansas', to lease

i t . M'e talked the roatler.bver and I gave them

a-'ton day option on i t , *hioh they aooeptefl*

Thiy in$ned i t for about ten yeare-% f h i s ' ^ e the

first and biggest. indostry^that had struck this.

country^ ' . " ' ' * "

^ejiad_a town sit^e law at this'<time• The Iron

Mountain railroad ran throbgh nolagah and the \.

Frisco railroad was built as far as Talsa^

¥ad"Hot""aSruak oil as yet, but oil men were

coming interested* . • '

I went to Braggs, Indian Territory, and bought •

fifty head of yearling steers and shipped them to

oolagah. At that ttt&re \W« no stook yards .there, so
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P mo ' -

' M t y . Mis s o u r i,«i-Br

y m m*jrr5 as©»wo riff Ĉ?

oollepe t *li

©arris •

-^hen RIT ob il; reri r e t u r n s , hoipf , t h e j ^ ^ r © wel..

ih«>--futurp. " i l i iain tno^; my

.«io wan uneoti ie; ' an wn t r ie* tc^.^et hiifl t o . '

io tu.im in some liin. a t business.-. Re vare well

qualiflo-: 1<v hoi- a ohoiij?'pd&%% ion 'axi6 me aeedeo
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f f^n^-f. I <VMI! • ftgQ him in thr> s t oy « t . but

not I n f o r « n t « ' i , 1 hart «p>Tr»ral bttain«8S

a t thw.1. t i t n# , WAR Hv*ildLint'

up
- . <

tb r>pp «n^ wrpriR^P arm wp

I im t o f ,

] reallj!eel th5p wnr « po/ui p ro fess ion anfl I t

rr»nney, H« ~?us. di^nai,Lsfi©d with

an<i fiWiTrnrT""^ r>'^ ""©rred in be

A farnor " n
i

t

I bon^M" m«ir*» oat iMe, for we h&tf aoree. ajrx

nf ranfre, ^ h i s "wa6? t}tif?i p r io r t o at.ateH^od art.?, we

v-v

ha nlent r o r mormj* 1 bought Kd^ie ttro good

an- a f

John eriolcsGn hn«- av big ranota so nth of olaerah,

i tnoV three Oherokefi boys, Bruoe Mitohel l , Roy

. Fute Tuoker an» my eon, >\c t J r . ,w^ wefa.t t6

the ranah T7bor.o I bought 200 coming tm^V«&r ° i d

steers f$r $*i2 per head* ")erioksoa had the f inest
^ <\

**> .
ranoh in the oountiy.



~hp.i . f.

tov •'«

rn;

rift; bro.1-

:- ham tr> V ?• lnoi '

F . *».•* < .•* b i r

c •' 1 t t i •• b a r r . 1«' ,7or »•

I.ri

th-

.af?ah, T

or

oh a no f

. o?

. ^ r e : Hanson, yia,., Bra--- . *.vJ. A

'' an jenapaK. TUS^H IO-^QB rt^^e aj..

of-, .̂ n the &12C oi-eaoh to^r. «*.'»K 64T

" ho lo ts were to bs sol.; only %c oitigenE cf

the Uhero±[©f- Hati cu. •?© then "Gl80t©r~"of fioerK

t oi©ot©o the f i r s t mayor cf oolagah,
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1*1 r n t n r n m l i ' i i ' • " J , n r l 1 « R n h o v R r n w n s - h i p

UriMftv i. he f . r i h w l

nnr trih«i IT-; , ."

i< ^ hr ,}}" f>ro t «* ,\v t i t * . 1 c. h f

-
An., JS *"ai L i t

\ <(

.s1 t r ' Ln-«$ wnr,r j . fire, "ftfsv.iij: --,

L

... .-\i. i.h «* unlp"*. ^ oont«truoi..

was the best looking l i t ' Ĵ  ouoe ih 1 u stt.tf;«

.w© hau oonstruotovi tbr i i t t a e &t,utu j i i i to

hold the oau men. *e "tne town wat- o\)eu4iif Uf;

people were buying th.e town lots. .
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?Ith the aid of o#£ side oapitaljjphe coal"

•business was booming, farming'was a leariirg

•industry and farm teams were flowing in from

every state "in the Union,and the : ir-'Verrients

of the town lots* maae Oolagah appear to 'be a

thriving l i t t l e town* ^

Ky sona and I vrtte doiSig* a land of fi-oe

business, • 1'sar? teams in oolagah so thic&

you oonld hardly ofos.s th-e^streetc Tbi5"^as

durinr harvest time and the^ teams ~ere hailing

7̂heat and ooal to the railroad in Kansas sn&

Astern Oklahoma. Tvo or three years later

0411insTille was started. They ^ere soon .

operating ooal mines and-yadv.ert.ised for teains,

people oaine fro* different parts of 'the state

and oamping'plaoes were sba^oe between Oola^Th

and Oollinsville. I then took full charge of

my ooal mines and farm, ^li.oh I operated- until

about 1933, just before the depression,

we sold our business* '

&X the time Oolagah-^as booming I owned-about

•one-half of the town. Oolagah lost otit ^b'en the
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oi l boom'oame, I helped/organize an o i l oom-

pany to d r i l l a well in Oolagah, •"hieh was a

dry hole. I saw Oolagah had failed and turned""*

every thing,loose.

* ffOmS U$i SIVqRS.

The Biô c Duck ford waa located south o,f "~~

©plagah"' and vm,s over the Ganey r iver .

The-Galcatcher ford r̂ as looated west of

CSlaremore and crossed the Verdigris r iver .

The ^oodrocflf ford crossed Oaney river

west of Oolagah.

The"MoOlellan ford -as south east of Ramona,

over the Oanoy r iver .

Conner's ford was located near the w i l l Rogerfs

T^iiohyeast of Oolagah and crossed the Verdigris

Iriver. ;

^eh Hopper's ford was looated south east of

"ola&ah, over Verdigris r iver .

Th« only vr.y to cross the river vhen the

was uj, t?as by ferry boat.

In 1873 I worked for my uncle, *&o operated
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y' the Ohilders Ferry, across the Arkansas rjver.*

There was a ferry located on the Arkansas

river, between the mouth of the Veruigris ard

the mouth of Q-rand r ivers . This, boat -as used

by the peonle during the Oivil tyar.

&y I'ather o^ned and operated a fenv on Grand

*̂  river, between Ohoteau ano Tahlequah, This ferry

nas used when traveling through Hark'ham'b rra i r ie

in S

I knew Borne of file deeperate outlaws of the

earl;; days aai want to eay that some "of these

men had a fine character. I knew the .-o.lton.

, Boys and their gang, Batker and t r ip le t , Oherokee

ii&l, The Jook gang, Jim French am his gang, .the

Jennings gang, the Doolinf ind the Green brothers.

l'iie three Green, brothers were captured at the

Ashhopper ford."They had planned to come to ^olagah*

to rob my store and to rob the bank at Olaremore*

Oharles MoOlellan was up on t^e Oiney r iver , at

his ranch, ^hen he-met Leonard .Trjtynor, a Cherokee.

boya lived near Leonard and had proposed
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that Leonard po with them on̂  n-Bpoutinr t r i p .
V

Leonard agreed ami made the t r i p *

Charles MoJlellan *̂ae shrewd <\nd a p re t ty

gee] de tec t ive . He hi^ Leonard J.o \oj>rf> the

confidence of the boys an> had tbe plane a l l "Vs*

la in . Leonard revealed his nl^ns to-tli<* boys t

ey were to go t h the t res t le , near the nyuth

rf ?our Mile oreek, fc'Outb.Oi v>olagahf then tp

the Ash hopper .ford atiu r a i t u n t i l about sun

uown, then ooioa. to OpSLagah an •• r i b my etore

a«3" the bank at Claremore/, Leonard worked with

toOIollan against the Green boys. •
• *

Mo«31allan then mde a t r i p to !r, r-r^-noh and t

raturneci -im- by Oolagah aai informed "toe what was

to happen* He oalleu me t o ono siffe and ^ v e me

this information and &&}L me to ieop' i t quiofc. H©

tolt. me I had be t t e r no t i f y the marshal, sc he and

his deputy could have some- men #n guar<i. He had
4

telegraphed the marshal to meet him in Olaremore,

ana to have men on guard at the river to oapture

the robbers if they should change their plaas#
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I worfft be sore bat I tbi.^r the marshal *y&i- Eud

Ledbstter. *

1 we heard horses' feet am. rpurs r a t t l Inr ,

am discovered HoCJlellan o.n>\ the marshal anJ

they said, "Uncle ?A core out^e {.ot thorn.15

They rere putting up their houses, aac! i'e "?ent

up the street to.where,ttey were, in front of the

Skidmore ^ail-ling, ^ i o h is nô v 3arlstru.~i; office.

The three Green boys were lying in the hack, driven

by Jeorge Eoak, a farmer, #io had hauled them in«

They Tjere placed on a table in the house vrhore t?e

found Kd aal Bill ha<I «*een killed and Arthur was
to ...

seriously would ad. /irthnr ^as tjtrned over/the " -

United States marshal, artf r̂as sentenced to a term

at EortLeaten"?oirbht Kansas.

Barker and Triplet were two other dangerous

outlaws in the Territory. Barlter was wanted for the

mufider of 5 i l l Howell, a rancher near Vinlta. He

olaiise£ Howell b«r©3vhim some money, and he aad his
t

gang went to Howell's ranchf$osmded up the .herd,

out about 40 of Howell's cat t le and drove them

in south of Goody's ELuff, inhere they stopped
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with a neighbor, tc r e t t .

The aitiiiens "ere*, iiavin^ a shootitifj matchf

oomposeu of Bfoolia Jouch, uol Jioholoon, lowift*

Bible Ui-J several others. Barter1 3nd his g"xng

fell in with them • Thoue nen ??er9 l:i*» able ins:

citizens ana soon disooveroti -"fhat «?ac trJrinf

plaae and slipped a man out an̂  gent him to report

the robbery. Jess Oooliraa, the sherA£tf f̂
^ started, after them,

a pos^e, and so en anaetYgnaxgfcr'fekgyaaBŜ »• Fe knew

they ryere headed aouth, and stationed a man to

report their diBeotioti©* Be ras'ahead oi' them

and stationed his man at Hominy Fora on Bird

oreek, north of Talsa. John Giaas v*as with

Ooohraa's posse, &nn Barker recognized him

ana realized he was trapped. Ihey then crossed

the prairie south or Odl.linsville*. and just

before they reaohed the Bird Or^ek timber, t̂ Tey

discovered a house and turned the cat t le toward

ther house and arove them into the l o t . They

followed Grass, knowing the posse vae at EOfidny

ford, doohrau had stopped his men, one«half mile

north of ihe f a l l s , and looated them in a gully

S.-K-
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near a field fence* As Barker approached the

fence, he was surprised with a Ifalley of shot«*

Barker was shot a l l to pieces and Triplet was

Raptured* The other fellow,, a Texan, escaped.

of the horses were ki l led. Triplet was

sentenced to the penitentiary at iJ'ortLea ven-

worih^Kansas• Barker anil triplet were.both

Cherokees.

AH OLD f B5B

My brotber.Joos suaday, was sheriff of

Saline Districcfe, ao3 ras kil led in one of the

worst- ki l l ings ever to talte place in th is

country*

This was a feud of long standing between

€£%9 families^he Broctors, Beoks, Foremans,

Albertys and Hiaks!

Zek Erector «.f the Scing Snake District,

was on t r ia l for the murder* of one of the
A'* * _

Beck women* He had kil led eeyeral men, pre-.

vious to this k i l l ing , and they expected him

to be oonvioted. All parties concerned in t h i s

feud vfcre at the trialf and a l l were well armed.
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The court was oalled to order by the Judge,

?&o made the f irst ruling, whicrynot satisfactory.

This started the.battle, and when the sraojys cleared

away there had been tline men ki l led . Erootor

*?as armed and had taken part in tha ki l l ing .

A United states Masshal, ^ho was there to capture

Proctor, in oaee he oame clear, wae kil led# %•

brother Jee9fXHt Joe Howe and a man named Ridge

were also ki l led .

This endea the tr ia l and Prootor escaped.. He.

was later pardoned by the governmesfc • I knew him

personally and he was a fine man, but he didn't

allow the goYernment to interfere with his affaire.

Turn Foreman was born and reared at Taklequah,

anu was a bad Cherokee. He had killed ,eix men,

and had a notch on his s i s shooter for eaoh of

them. He was killed after the Oivil War. He had

served in the war as a Confederate tsoldier. The

old house s t i l l stands at Tahlequah, where he was

born. ." -.,

MISOELLAHEGOS HAPPENINGS
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•,t in the early "SO's my people went to western

: Texas where they joined a band of wild Indians.
4; These Irtfia'ns were real hunters and knew where

'£• - to find plenty of wild game. They helped us k i l l

;~: two wagtfn loads of deer a»3 baffalo.

i I'««wwtber when we lived on Grand r iver , *faen

4 I was a ohild, we..oould lay our head on the ground

•. and fee l the shook, and hear the trampling of the

I buffalo herd. I do not reca l l muoh about the buffalo,

5 • a.s I was too young.

Many peppie think our ohuroh l i £ e in those days

was negleoted,but they are mistaken, ^e held our

oamp meetinga caol^yfla'r ani had ^ great revival*

In the eunmer we held our services in a brush

ar^bor. Some families would oamp on the ground,

while others would go to th.© homes of fr ieads.

^e would k i l l a beef and enjoy a big feed. *

'Our meetings were usually hel$ at the Gal-

oat o her foi?d and th^ Oooweesooowee Goutt house

on Dog Greek. These meetings lasted from on©

to several, weeks*
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In abbiit 1681 or 1862 the flqg&J^pox epidemic

broke out/ i n .the v i c i n i t y of Oatooea, whore I

lived* Tttis was about the time the ra i l road was,

completed• Nearly every Indian in t h e oommunity

hg(d them, and most of thorn died. This was the most

t e r r i b l y epidemic we had ever suffered, and not

knowing how t o doctor i t , many died from i t * Some

died fafom neg lec t .

' / FURS- AK9 HIDES

and hideevif«r« fof eouree\ a baeinese with

they Indiana, for they were always known to be

great hunters and trappers* This was a commercial

business with rmt for we depended on i t for the

necessities*

IHOIATST POLISB

Some of the Indian Police I knew were: Bd

Sanders,w ho was elected t o t h i s office twioe,

John Shrimpshire, Jess Oochran, B i l l MoOraoken

and Oharlie Hioke. I t h i ck Charlie Hloks was the

f i r s t Indiazipolioe a f t e r t h e C iv i l War* He was

k i l l ed by John Ooker and his son, Oal ; who wae

t r i ed for M s murder and oarne o l t a r .
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Bill Boos was the f irst chief after the War. '

He tried tc ,py*/€>t£\ the southern Gherokees from

returning here after the wari *

Dick Cade was the first sheriff after jbae war

and my father, William 3uadaytwas his deputy.

I only reoall one t o l l bridge in our vicinity,

it was located over the Ganey river,, between

.doll insvil le aal Oolagah. This bridge was operated

by Mr. Butohel, who was: camped near the location.

I drove" a herd of oat t i e across the bridge and

paid one oent per heaa.

Our early day fire lighter was f l int rook

and spunk* The spunk was a spongy substance

obtained from Oak timber, and caught fire easily.

Jhe f l int rook was struck with the steel side

of a pocket knife, and vahen:the spark flew, the

spuî k would eat oh fire*

The first home I built wae a two room log

house with a side kitchen, located four miles

south of Oolagah.

' 2|y allotment was located west of Oolagah. It

consisted of 80 acres and was appraised at $8 an
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acre, anking a to ta l of §640.

I am f i led at Tahlequah as a half-breed, but

I am real ly more than half, for Jay father was a .

full-blood and my mother was also, of Oheroktfe

extraction, I do not know what degree of Indian

blood she had* K7 Irsiian name i s Totoquaokafcu

Our trading posts were Qoffeyvil le, Kansas,and

Vinita, Indian Territroy. •

A man named *Wa*pr, whojlives at Vinita, has a

history printed in X317, ^ i o h oontains the history

U i OLD5* r A V la \s J.V XJjJ.uJS' XiXXX}£tO« . , • ••

i

Jeff McGee of Miami, Oklahoma, had t » * hist or

printed giving "fee l i f e record of the' £herokeee'

Indians. There were only two copies of t h i s book,

one belonging t o Mr, HoGee and the other in the

Library at Hi-ami* " »,>•f

. QOMMBHTS

"Mr. Sunday i s a fine old southerii gentleman,

who speaks a dist inct southern brogue* He && 61

years old, but does not look his age by several

years.
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ifir. Sunday has lived a long l i fe and bad

many experiences, but his health is excellent*.

many other Cherokee Inataifs, feeBJthat

haveiseen mistreated, and he had a #reat

amount of. symp^hy £pr his ptoplo*

He is an uneducated !nan, for he lived in

the days of the Oivil ^ar and education was

sadly neglected in thdse-days. Mr. Snnd^ has

a good mind an) is in irtelli^femt man to t a l i

with. He has mnde a success in the business

^ h8 was uneducated.

422

l£r, Sunday has sponsored a picnic and rodeo •

each year for a numbervof years at his home;

•four and one-half miles .northeast, of Oftllins-

vi l le; Oklahoma. On account of his advanced age,

this Till be the last year be will conduct the

annual affair. He is making big nlans for'the

picnic t»4^e held, August 27,"8 and 29th.^wher®

they ^vill enact the old Ohero&ee t*ibal laws,

celebrate T?ith an Indlan/Po^ wow, platform dance,

a cattle roundup^ showing the oowb6ys eating at

the old chuck wa^on, the cattle swimming the lake,
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branding the a a t t l e , roping, r iding,

and last but not loasfc, a frao barbecue* In en-

aoting the t r i ba l l a^s , they .will t r y , oonviot

an-J ^hip a man, and wil l .a lso hang i man to

show the savore punishment they executed in the

early


