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&

. Ea gu"nda& was bora in November 1866, ou the /f
Markham Prairie, ues;w whore Locust Grove is now “
located, ~ : ‘ | 7

" Pather - William Suaday, died at tie age of
66 years and 1s buried in the Snnday cemetery,
eight miles nowtheast of (dlarsmore, on Ptyor Oreek.
His was the first grave in t%tery. {

Mother - Mary Burgess<Sunday died at the age
of 650 years and is buried in the Sunday Cemetery
N 'on the old home place, abntﬁ of oglagah;

Iam one of the few Cherckee Indians, who haa
witnessed the many changes that have taken piace

in this. gountry, from the early days to the pre=

sent time. I feel that it might be of intare;t .

to the younger generation to know my s!t:ori eon=

erning the ohanges and developgment qf the oountry.
I have lived in and around 00153?\11 a_ino; 1.961,

and have hac} mAny axpaﬂouaeé and aeefn nany changes

in the mode of living and the developsment of the

, Oonntry. ) ! c‘
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Rirtar - tasgher, ua whan My Orheamade Hoe
famoue @xred}’icn -+ fhe Bleaiesippd Tiver dne

16530t i taésﬁﬁ thr~upr the territovy aauple

by the' Jherailar Indfnns.an - fann thor fo bhe L

L he ha .

popt wiviidiged 1oine me o Cvaxseoo Denn b o

Tivin.. 14 )leg Beoguee ans L1000 Ve G

LY . -

Almost everv e lae 2 Teslia, 0 o0 e L
their amaartora, an” 1 am ac axageplic o a0 e
\' . '
po farthe,s 1 ovwiah 40 aa a JTer worde ju reggk

te them, 1o she= tast mee. o 1 e Jhercsear b
. .

" qama here, o wer e vtoraeu i Queing, wore Te
&¥Vaa09n in $he dagupat.on o TaXihse, oie
tha arte ‘ol ‘eiviligen Liie.

’

Up to that diwe, vie cusroavet b oo
Eryidg'fﬁr mén:, many years Lo eatgbxish & per=-
manent home Lo {heix pouple, gut il woumed they
were only permittec Lo rompiu at edun s gtiaon,
;n an average of lo yearw. . '

| \;fﬁnoy begénﬁmak;ng tra@tié& il he Lodited
. g&atas whiqﬂ lengthenga theiv cceépanay vi the
- Oberdkes .Jat ion about 66 years. - ‘ .

P
‘« NN
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\ . When the Oherdkaoa pame tp the Indétn Terri,
tory, this‘was,liferally Bpaaking, a wildernﬁss ,
with no 1mprovemente of any'kind. fhe east side
of thé Oherokee Fation was a timber 1and _where

b‘wild game;of all kinda and deaoription was planti- : 
fnl, aqd'the streans were fnll of tish. The weat -
side‘éf the ﬁﬁyién was'mdstly~prairie land, the .

" erass being vé;y.._rérﬂ{; and the ox;ly kind of wild -
ggm9~inhabiting 1t weré;prgirie:ohicken‘anﬁ’quaii.

There werealso pleuty of £ish in the streams in

I

this seotlon of the Hatlon.
L' In 1886 the Gherokeea made a treaty with the
Tuited htates. Their indspaﬁuensa'was agknowlegged
and the title to the land they ocoupied was con-
ﬁiirmed. From that time thé tribe made rapid.progrbgé
~in oiviligation, - ,

In 1°20 the Cherckee Nation in Geérgia apd’ North
Carolina was organiged anﬂ a year or two later a |
constitul lon snitable to their condition wasg adopted.il
Sohools were eastablished and Sequoyah 1pvanxs§:tha LT
‘Jherokee adphadbet in sbout 1825, which écon‘anaﬁled
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tﬁem to read in thelir own language. Many bodka‘
were printed in thias ;;inguape, fnoluding the Bible.

In 1827 the firsé/}ndian printing press in.
the Undted States was estabiished, and the next year
fhe Jﬁernkee ﬁhoeqi;, the firet Indian newspaper, was

npubliahoi. Iagggnk a p1rt of this paper wag nfiqted
in tho Znglish lanzuage, The Jherokees then re-
estaulished thelr govermment in this country and
mar.e Taklequeh the capital,

Schocls weré r&-asﬁablished and indvstries -~
were revived in the new Cherolee Nation and the
gbvernment Tunotionec eiffaiently for aboui 6b T
yeare, insofar ag it coucorned the Sherckees, or
until the tribal goverument ‘wac alolished by an

" aet uf_Jongfess, knowr as the Curtiss Bill. The
Jherok e govsyﬁmant ~88 gompelled, by saié aat,‘to
enter into the agreement with the United States
-government, to avoid some df the harsh provisions
of this aot. |

.The vonstitabion of the Jha;okee Nation,

published by an act of the Hationsl Jouneil, in
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1892, end approved by Prineipal Chlef, 0.J.Harrias,
providéa the appointment of tWOibompetent men %0

gomplete the laws. John 7., Adalr, a Oberokeéi and

"illiam Ubnnks, a yhite man, tranclated the same

in the #herokee languare.
- TRF AT IS
The frenfv batween the Undted Statesn and the

therokee Inﬁinns sopgrataa our neople, making the

-

Eastern Jhorokeens an? the old settlers remove to
_thi\\OGQntrv.
M July 2, 183¢. order of the National

Jcnvantion, “the §OVHrnrent rentved the Fastsrn

Sherok;257;§his ti@aty =ag signed by

Gerrgo vaury, President of the Lastern Jherckses.

deorre Gumse, Dresident of Testern 0§§rakeas. Aagtive Union

Gharles Joody ~ Ahselata ; Jagk opears - lLuny Prdao,

(by srder of the Haticnel Convent:on) and John Lavzy,

(by X mark) Aoting Qrincipal Chief of Western Oherokees. -
The foraegoing instrument wag. then reald and

approved by us Auzust 23, 1839, Aaron Price - Mag

Pillem ~ Young Elder - Deor Track - Y-ung Pupply =
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Turtle Fields ~ July ~ The Bagle - The Oryinﬂ’
Buffalo,and A great many others too.numerous to
mention,

Our pébple vame together again as one group
and formed A new Bovermment. The bouniasry of thé
cpdrokee'ﬁation started at a point southeast of
Rort Smith, Ae¥ansas, yunning west $o the thres
gorners dost, Jolning Cherockee, Oreek and Osage
Nations, thence ungth to the Kanaaafline, thenoo
east to where three corners join Cherokee, Arkansas
and Missouri, fhgpae south to the point of bogiﬁning.

I remember our men going to Tahlequah to
attenﬁ;a meeting, to fefm & new treaty. Thié vRE
known as the "Treaby ofglﬁas," and provided thut h
our people divide their land with the Freod Negroes.
Bl1l Ross was the Ohexrokee Chief at that time.

Our gonstitution and laws were &11 méﬁe\and
eight ﬁistr;ots weIe 1@3&6 off, the sams being:
Ooowecaooow?e. Delaware, Salin;, Going Snake,

Flint ,?,aoanoyaﬁ, Illinois and Oanadian. I lived

in the Coowessooowee Distzridt.

.
.
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POLITIOS

pur pecple 'ware diwided politically, and will
alwaye be., There woere two partiea,knoyn ag the
pbwnin&; or Demooratic ticket and the Rows,or
better -!;novm a8 the Republican mrty;. If 1 remem
hey right I anet m;}* first vote 4in 1877, awd I
do not remember ever failing to cast my vote, and
it wes always for the” Demoaratio party, and 1

-

axpeei; it will always be.
I faymed for two yeavrs on Bird {reek, for Watt

v

and Jim Davis, the only ‘Baﬁf families living thero.
Jim' Davis' residence was ons 7m‘.‘ the voting ﬁrwinots
for the anﬁogscooweé Uistrict and it was at his
place I Gaé‘b my firest vote,

 JOIVIL WAR KXPERIENOBS

Ky father was ,a'imi'on man and my mother's
people were all moutherners. E
Ky mdn'bs separated ‘when I vas a small- boy
and I umyed with ny mother. You ¢an now see hew
I became a lemoerat. ’ ' \

*" .My father belonged ‘bo the Seoret Sooiety of

the Rn xex‘x munvﬁe -wae & Capbain, and 1 aen ny

1
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I am not of thie episdde of hie 1i7e. |

I am not able to relate but little about the.
Givil war, for I was too young. After my parontn
neparationfﬁ\§ mothar mayried a man nmned Buffinge
ton, a Oherokea. Ee was & man who feared nothing.

I had gons south with my unole ang,my nother stayed
with ker husbani and his ndege, '

Ky sfop~fafher wge gathering up a bunch of
horses to take with him, when about twenty north-
ern Osages rdde up to the house, looking for him
with the intentiom of killing him. Not finding him
at home, two of tham went to the kéraeAqural, put
a rope on & nige £i1iy and led her off, He réfugﬁgd
home that night, learned what had happened, toldb
my mother to load up the wagomy that he iutended
to gét sven with thomse Neapes. ﬁe pulled out that
nigtt and ocaught up with the rest of his pehplé.

XEXETNXNXAA Down the Arkansas 2iver tetvoen

- €ha mouth of the vardigrie and Grand rivere,tho

“’»

=2

only way to oxosa. wae ‘by fgrry, and there was only

one boat. our out!it wanted to arosa the river

. Just about sunset. Junt as the boat landed, we Gaw
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the whole saud bar won 1ined with"blue coats "

. but they oould not get the hoat, Our people were
trying to m.eéﬁ &,:éanjzrell'a Bripade. The Faderals
arossed on tia boat, by morfxing; About four miles
uptthe rivey was a Oresck town, known as the Oreex
Agenoy. ThHe next 4@y about ton O'alogk, %he Blna |
OOafs reachat the oreek town and set 1t ou fire.

We met"wgmmll'e Eigbtars :}th@ mrld "
sompoged ofﬂrwags,,mxe:o‘h’cea(,' ‘Ohostaws and |
Ohicka%w;; Th;e;Blue Joate met Qp,é.ntnlig mon
‘on Blk Of'raelc o & BhOTH di\at’anc;e f¥om whexe Muse
kogee iw uo;z "5.00;%66. That wig the worst thresh-
ixa;g the North ever raceived. I‘ %h'ink they loat
nearly every man they had. )

My fathery a &crtherner, was behind ug with
a gompany of full-blood Cherokees and they sure
were haid on ug ér{uthernera.yl lot of puapie la';v:ﬁ

éouth‘,to westarn Toxas, into Montag Gounty, seventy=

“five miles southwest of @ainsville, Our people lost
everything tﬁey possssad.Doss e g od €

| We left Texas in the winter of 1864, and returned

to ;Ize Oherokee Haﬁon: and aoftl:ad onst of éranﬂ .
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xiver ou Markham's Prairie. I attendeg the Gher-
okes sohool for alx months. My people were well
divided by this time. e lived on Grand river
intil 1861. | ’

A faw of ouf OharokeaﬁQeOpla, who oame hagk
“to thie vioinity after th;'w;i”wero thes. Rogers,
Vanng, Rurgenses, Adaire, Hicke; MeOoys, Sﬁriup-
shirea @hambera and my fam y the Hundays.

_ ‘ ZEANQPOBT ION.

The only &eana of transportation through the
Initan Territory wia the ‘éta‘ig‘e line, which ran'
from Kauses, %hr@ugh tbe Indian Territory to Tcxas.
Theso ooachea were drawn by either lour or six
horgas and samo of them carried as high as twenty
péaaamgesg, The mail ano dbageage was carried on
fpp of;ths goaah.

~ .In 1870 the Miaaouri Kansas and Texas ¥ail-
ruad built the £irst line tbrougb the Indian Texrrs
%ory.
HADPENINGS AFTER THE WAR |
. I had to wmxk at what ever 1 could £ind to do,ff
to help keep ry mother, her ;intar and myself. We

R -
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-#d® n avon on Geand vive: in 1868, ~hen 1 war
toelyn wonvn aln, .

% In 1R%72 1 moywat Adnwn on the Avkansan river,
nesy whers Reoksn Avraw ie now lonnted, and helper
my unale ;ﬂn the farm nan’ «4+bk the Parry hoat be
ﬁov&ratéu. Thie war the S 11deve Paryy . 1 ~ng thare
for twn veara., The Vounger Rrothers an” Jameg Arvothers
‘aamnaﬁ gear we ~n hhe Avkanaas river 4nt miﬁhgr.
My unple and aous:n new thewm, bnt 31 not reveal
their fdentfty to me unti) thev hnd lafh. That
winber 1 paw 'l;hefriv.a'r fyogan aver, ani wn oo;z,lt
drive a hord of aattle and joaded wa,c.‘sc}m nver tho
100, Xu Mnrob of thrt weary T pnw £75% hoaw i'z;szo/)
to deuth in thair bede. - }

I% tho £a1l of 1874 X ramoval on hog Oreak,
whére the present looati.n of ‘}larempi‘e in no-.
Unede Joe Ghambers operato. the only trading post
ws Bed, lodataoi on Jog Oreck, Just balow wtmré
Qlarenore now atandoe I don't think thers woro
£ifty aores broke out on these praiyian a‘{: that

;zmﬁ. ou¥ pevple began ba éiii;@. °
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I remted a farm . that is know®as the Dook
Fanlkner place, west of Claremore., At that time
there mo no railroadz, and Slaremore was un=
heard of. While 1living -on this place I married
ny first wife, Nanoy . Wilkerson, & Cherckes girl.
By f£irst .two ghilidren ﬁare born here.

I then "beught a placs known as the Ed Sat'zdern
farm, where I lived until i881. oum third ohild, |
. ‘Lueille , now deceaged, -yas hor¥ here,. | ’

I then bought and improved e place on the
hill, about four miles south of Bolagah. Our \fﬁrt\h
ohild, Bdward, Jr., was born here.

" our oldest child, Janie King,now lives in Tulsa..
The oldest son, William B. Sunday, is very aotive
in Real Estate business iz Claremoreand is con=-
siddred ones of ‘tho eii&ﬁ%gjmost successfal bus-
inese man. He oo pevoral farms and » nice
1ittle cattle ranok, with an extra rice bumsh
of caﬁtfl and a fé‘w of the best brood mares in
the sountry. ,/ - )

| _pamoERS
The ranch o-ﬁd by myw, ¥illiam, 18 looated
,3 miles northeast of ouumn?,"

four and one«ha

| sty -~
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/Gompoaedmf 400 aoros-ﬁd 1s one of the best
farms in Oklahoma. Thers is aa a?':.'.}' réaa:,. ef,
grass, wabter, \pecatm, fimit trees and plenty-
of timder. There are‘ two f£ine natural 1ako"s.
with plenty of fishe This ocattle ra%mh is
bettexr known &8s the 7illie Muggrove plaoe..

this is where I hold my arnnual picnic and

3
rodeo sagh year.

--In 1880 I-worked forx¥ziw ranches, The

Olem.RogerSuand Biille R Rogers Ruahnoh, the
¥ajor Iips Ranch end the Willie Musgrove

| Ranch,‘tha latter is ny present .ocation.
This ranch was logated betwsen the Cansy and

Verdigris rivers, ran north from the mouth of*

~

298

lr. Musgrove was an uncle of’--‘ﬂili Rogers. :
[} . TN
X 1ive on this place at the present time, and

the Caney river, as far as Talala. In théss N

~

days the wholse gountry was; odttle ré.nnhes.“dn \

these ranches I wazked 28 &8 lme rider ani also

made th‘“e oattle ronndnps av:ry epring, whioh was .

to gather up the catt\le and bring them tm:no. In
the spring I would rue ftha line to keop th@
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oattle drittea iaok. 'Bhis range wes about ten

. miles square. I worked for t hese ranches until

gbou‘t 188'{. ﬁ}t this ’r.ime I lost my wifa,
_she . ¥s buriéd in the oldw:Jumay""-\’femete;fy, on

Q . foe .
oud. home ranch, * A .

LIVELTOCK ALSTCIATIOH

The year that Josl B. Muyos wie elected '

principal Chief e&'the Cherokces, I rvae electe.

' Rébre_sentativ'e‘ of the Jherokeo tuticnal vouneil,

.y'from the Oooweescoowee siatrict, at ’mh.x.equal .

I served for w0 yea:s u.x}ﬁ in 1888 I took an

‘\‘a.ctive part in the 1"3“18&810@5 of the ‘herowu .'

~ gxé" '

Sbrip o the Ciu Livemtook Associztion, the second

.. timg. “hen their lease expired, ttey wanted-to -

renew it %or a period o £ive years, at the ra:ise

of ;pSOC —0:('.;. At thi° tlme ofrte 0f the big pélltical'

battles ‘betwaea the two prties occwed.
One_party naﬂertum to .Lea‘,e 1% tc. a.hona com=

NANY ,-. mhil&the other party "9 rrl:ed to lea.ge it to

hmaie noet e - e -

tha Livestoak Assooiation et the highest uash

\ bidaer, both nartias b¢ ing vgilling to accept a

c‘ertiﬁed‘g’oh_eok for th b@ge. This money was to
ba tu‘z:ned'-to"the treasprer of the Cherokee ation,

':O
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Uncle Fenry Jarberc. : , .

Tmn de, recertativen of e © o Livectoek

tenoglation, Tor Tmtten ops ¢ @rine, an onr

14

treszsurer, Ungle-Fenry Jhambers.made r trip to
hvmasfﬁfy;ty&nm~1+v?he otk fre.M ey went

by stage to ™shlecvab ro oy tHe Jiew Jeune
taiv fyrem Fert dibe~n, Inden Teryitory, te

tansas Sty .”ouri.
They reoeivev ¢5“C 600 af ve*vrnb« o Port”
v 0ibuen ~ifh the money. @hpv o Te mpi by Jeea )

jochran, sheriff «of Jocwnerecowee astWiﬁt wﬁtn *

tent arrai Jherockaes, They traveled fr rouph the

W18 8Y niobt pon hersebagk. Urala Henry bhambérs

'vm:iriﬁinv a mule, an . quripu the mnney 1n gaddle

—— .

{ baigs, If ws ¢ p}PCG’ in the tf“gﬁﬁfﬁ?*rﬁawfﬁ+_ﬁjth'

V.2 Ouf} “:‘Y‘l}} 123’.‘011})79. " ,,,,,,,,, . ' . e
ket thbertime the Cherokee peorie beean th .
/

¢t twickzx ang I beyan to 1aarn eotret hine aboat

¢ evraEii o - .

ﬁoTjtxos. , ) . .

.

' The first thiny t?a% hapﬂened after the money
<a)s e

was resives w88 to make the bill, vh @n “took us

. about a weex. Thaero mas 1 reqolution introauce

[Y
.
.

rt
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$0 make the bill real, "'to the’ﬁighest,‘respbu~
sible @ash biddar.
The- nome sompagy Tolt supe tg;y.w;ula got f ‘/

the lease, for the certified ghaeck, as they had

made = Big famat o I orelerred the odsh.instead

of a sertified oncyk. -
one of . !
, Tals was/the first\'ti..es that money was speund

S8

" .far voteg, but it had nc effect. The;\i awardad
-ti;e lease to the 014 Livestock Assoo-ia.tibu.

| How I will show you why the money is ‘better
"t‘han ar}ybdqdy*é ehéck,. The o0ld comvany gut, up -
#200,000 ::tn cash.. If the home company wonld

" gotbea the lease ~ade put up home checkg“"“tii” )

L "‘herokee ‘qation would have lost fhe whele thinze
- JI%F‘S%L/% 'PFE CHEROKES STRY™
The governuent-toor over ,the ‘Che;'okge Strip ‘
am s arted-movi'mg big/herds of cattle m of —_

. 0

e 2 R, e g b A a - ap ) Aty

the ¢ Gutlet. :L‘hey trisd to nnke another e uea.l

. m,th our people. to cpen up the strip f‘?ﬁ@%@%ﬂe-

'y

’ ment. . .

i
i

Thére was already W “bé‘&‘ﬁle on between the
oattlaman and old David L..Ma. leadsr o2 the
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"Boomers.” Under the leadershép of Payne, &

bani of pecple prepared t'o' eﬁtt;r the Territary

and take posgession of the "Iin,aaaigned Jandg."”

This group was nicknsamed "Boomez,'s." Payne and
- his Boomers did not have mush success, for
‘éaarc;ely had they pitohed 'ch-eir tents in the
Indian Territory, when the Unite: States doldiers ’
ordersd tpem out.
| . ‘_ Payne éas @q\*zbermined tp sbtile kfere, though,

e

and would not bedome dieooqraéged over failure. -
Again anéd again h@ttempteu te plant‘ a‘oolb’ﬁy ‘

.7  and was often arrested and put in jai.z..
| ~ Payne and his Boomers failed to take our land
hecause the Cherokes people had to m}t it to a
vote in order for the strip to be opened £or
settlement. -
In 1888 or 'sé'onr'ch‘isf Joel B, Maw%es. died.

® .
“’""P""“ A k i N g -

“rx "his d;ting be—d "he ads advieed Bar people %B n““%'"”“’”

vote our 1and awav to the United States . gevern-l

\\me”% 80 the Boomers oculd not?the land w‘ithgmtl

CooTENa \

ouE B %h},{} our righta away. .

N .
te
= Ty '*'-‘\"' -

/
f o

<
L ~ vy

" L. . -

\ - —r—
. . . .
- . -
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* You can.readily see the Bodmers failed to sett‘
on our land until each one of our Cherokeo pu ;‘
ple received our portion or share, which amountpd

‘ to ‘§265. ‘ ’ '

The United tates government gave us another

‘raw deal when thqy forced us to sell for wl 25
per &% whon we were offered $12:00 per agre.
The Gherdkée Btrip qas,thrown open for settlg%Q“”
ment  but allﬁtbat'éhe Boomers got wasﬁﬁééﬁﬁup%\
and thLe Oherokees‘got thé'money.

EARLY HISTORY G OCLAGAH

In about. 1891 I. removed to Oolagah and in order
to seoure’ ‘the building I bouéht a small hardware .
store. I also built and operated the firet 11VGry

stable, starting with one huggy and omnse saddie”horseg
. ' . 17
I'built a dwelling and mo¥ed to.tdéwn. I operated

a genqral merohandiap store.

Te had no prospects of Oollg‘ vil le_a “that time,

RO T

but my biggest trade wias in the vicinity of whaze
uollinsville i8 now loaated.

- The entire aountry was developed 1nto ranohes,

and was Tull of oowpoys. ‘The oattle thieves also
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¢ v

played un to their rarmtat#sn nn- kept ue busy ;
R . - : B . .

proteating our aatfle. C / N
Phe r}h arokae allntmant appearsd to he 'in .
aight and 1 realiged our family ha- more land T

G

than we nnulu hold, w1 sn). my plage @onuth

« »

nf n&apah Por @17ﬂ0 anh. 1 had on hanc abomt

—
»

@1 000 Vﬂlunfinn An aaffig, horees ane hngaﬁ

mhe eafflﬂmen wh eam thir chanﬁw aoming &nﬂ . v

‘.b

rg#iﬁ?ed 1% woulu hur* ue weréd, Undlé Vlem ﬁngefs

hie k&lf krﬁ%ﬁea, brank Mna?rGVﬁ and yajnr iip6.

. s, ¢ . A
it . ’
. s .

-=ﬁhan 1beateu a paon plpee wees' of° blagah.

WAL MJEIHG ) ,

3

| lmasan my nem plase ; ,mahi"ﬂf'nnlagah,,tn .
P Py . .

a,white-mani I‘dv ﬂoi‘recali his name, ‘or- len

- e 2 D e . gy e —

. [ - B e e 7

ve&rs.eﬁe wa.e tnlbr@aﬁ thn i&ﬂ- Bdil@ novoot

:aa;.
2

threﬁ Room house barn# u.g a_wel: an. plant - 0 :

K4

-

an ordharu.—

He be,l?an tO DFEax ”’8{7' ‘fv’f*’” ‘{;ﬁ‘i‘i’ﬂ Ww»w%mwm&u

®hile digyiﬁ; ‘a"post - hola ‘he gtruok*co&x. Thig
was A great surprise to the p80ple for we dic
not,xncw'there wag any 'coat in this eount:y. I

took_a'nrew of menm ,aqﬁput in a fev prospeotu

s N

. - N . A
|} N . . . ) L™
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“hbles and discovered eoal.

20 PR

I then went teo m%hlequéh, by train, amd as 1
knew the law, I took & minins lease from the

treasurer of the Chérokee Fation eriving me &

" permit to leave to outsice sapita -, by péying

intc the ti'e‘aanrer at the rate of 2b cente

per~ton royalty. It was soon rumored that I -
had struck coal on my place, and in four days

men called from Iniependence, Fansas, to lease

/I
it. . talked the matler. over and I gave them

a ten -day option on 1t vhich they aocepteﬁ.

Thty mfned 1t for about ten years. Thls ‘Wa.E the

first and biggest industry%that had struck this

'oﬂuntry,

3

“

we had a town site law at this time. The Ironmf'
Mountain railroad ran throhgh'ﬁolagah and the % -

Prisco rajlroad was puilt as far as Tulsa. o »

Bl s e S

»H&&”ﬁEﬁm§§Ed§k 0l ag yet, but oil men were be="

i

-

eoming interested.
I went to Braggs, luﬁian Territory, and bonghL
fifty head of yeariing steers and shioaed them to

W&

‘.nolagah. At that th%re\vercno stook yards there, so

[l
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“getlic auwn ia some kin. of business. He wae well
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Wﬂu was Magrie vanoer:-,

5.

s — o

Ther my obal;ren returnn. nnms fhevewer9 wel.

-
& NN T A

aqu)n\e ‘face i be future, Wiliiam toor my niaae
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ran we trie. te.et him te. - | 7
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»

I fhengtt I annl ngs him 4in the gtors, . but

‘he wag nnt interantad, 1 had several business

- antarnrigas at thad time, was -hapndline 2attle

~

“;ﬁﬁ s Tarpe Anala, onarated a Jarge mearaohandisae

ra LI T . i 3

‘%m' mfama@*mﬁ hn dﬁnnari up a8 coal mina, He annld

S

‘\." "“Z"“" v

i«havg @Mi}@ﬁ in qu o thrre antarprises anc we

R A

._# «

‘;'ﬂanﬂnn his sagiatance bhaily. -

T decided to send him to ¥edianl aollege, for

-

1 rea]ifpd thie wms' a ;rmsﬂ profeasion anl it

laoke  14¥~ @aev mnney. Ha =an disantl igfied wiih

'tbipkérraqgeméﬁf'énﬁ degidai he pk "erred to ba

a farmer ~n stogkman:

1 bonght more oatible, for we , haa ‘acree, an _acres
. - T

%

af range. This wac Just nrior to gtateli-od ani we

ha nlentyr of monew. 1 bought Kdlie twe gondi Gow

horsas an s $50 maddla.:

John ‘ericksaen ha. a big ranch south of ol&mh,
N l;\},’
re 1 tool three G8herokee boys, Bruoe kﬁitehell Roy

’*’-{]k'ar 1mtes Tucker am my son, nd, Jr.,we waht to

o, 2

P

the ranab wbere I bought 200 eoming two; year 0ld

ateers f‘gzr 342 per head. erickson had the finest

PN .

ranch inh the country. ‘ .

]

22, : Y

-~
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I tradad m: TTver: harn te V' P-lpeil' ‘or

" 4f1s breas maver . Fo wa< n hif ranasher T I

S

n ogno buain-ge wa:n, he geay pae the gattle

2

business. wae at ar en an hewar L+~ ugll h.: ‘

aav b, THin war sffar t he ~hyvernman' aanan’, ab

- oty laase npcthe Jhernk oo Yy v . H
v k. Jherokeer pDROGI.. Tow 5/‘.-‘ g - ahuRnoe

te ftoyre hir hoveace intc rome Jhornkee 47

Cmeney, an o1 Toe bavr te Jobr Tayint ot

U (ms.h‘ whe« John ‘u’reﬁf hie . Lri: money .

< e
“hai. Lhs Eiseanrd Peedfis reijvaa aume o 0

»
threapt Lo enuntyy, th das provias o dox "

i Lev o bewn evary fix miiles. The oo

<o eeeeatbwg et - Porl Hithrrrenaamin.an S dofiaypvie i SR

> ARgas Are ) Hangou., Via., Bra~-— . vt Jibe
Ll . l-/
—  “famonsT, ROAE Inclin, Timsah, CiaremorTTTTape v

. ' \ N . ~~
beyal., Vosagah, Taual , "mlows, jjova’-., sela-

-
2

wars an enapal. Tufsa LOvas vere al. laice

of ., =n the sizc ol-each towrn e 40 agra:,

N

. “he lobs were to bs 8ci. oniy t¢ citigens of

the Jheroker Nati on. Yo then’slectef officers,

an..% wa: eiectev the first mayor of tolagal,

9

Y

Lot i
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Bill Tavioy wair Yy olavk | Jeh anlq; mn; the

f4vat marahs1 . lariie Rohavraen way hipe dapnty.

miar $the $1v4hal Tnwe 7 41, tharol ea i o

-

1t wa, law{ul oy the mavae o - mapioem ninredsy e

naramcntere . b had The nleausnr:: ¢ yo-mayr.-

‘e

tne thrae acuanter whe ha, ~ v bano mig ciog

1)
.

4

1n~‘@x’n;~., Imarny oty tribat Loy . » ~hiie ma:

mirt he marid4~¢ 41t he trarolar 1 e be-

- . \ .
grme & aitigen. "hepe onupiae waiwg e b liaryan

an  hin Yhearoleae wmilec: "altes v a8 aree hiae

L

snerokeae wife n o Jobn Ar® b nefn Y ’ ®
-1, )
AT iﬁ'\mr{ s‘i te' La~g mave 3¢ Fuyl oo neratyo . :
-anvaﬁgwa_imnréve;;ntésé%rm gthrie. or the w4
- .

rore towngit e unoor my suparvigiin. ~ith thr

hei~ ¢. the marghat {orar ani‘ih@ fanoe:
an TONOV!’M- :"’-.‘L ' Lil 14 'ﬁ.nl%‘“’ + ;}L Qf)l’lﬁt }“UOI- FRRINES ¢

ant opene u - ihe 84reclo. 1 that Li -~ Liafpab

& €

e

wag the best looking L1t 0 owaoe in 1o giutes
M6 haa constructeu the Litiie stoune jaas to
hole the bau men. 48 the town wur voeudliy un

‘peopls were buyins the town iots.

,
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vith the aid of}gaf side oapita%ﬁ’the goal "

business was bonming, farming 'was a leadimg
4ndustry and Tarm teams were flowing in from
every state in the Union,and the i ~r-~vements

of the town lots mase 0olagah apnear to be a
¢

thriving 1little town. ~ .

Yy sona ani I wete doikg a land office

- buginess . 1 saw teams in Nolagsh so thick

you eculd hardly oroés thenstreet. Thig mas
duri’nr" harves*é time and th&teams ~ore hauling
wheat and aoal to0 the railroad in Fansas and S
wostern Oklahoma. Two or three years later
Céllinsvills was started. They vere soon ;

Operaﬁing‘ooal-mineg ami?aﬁverti%éd for teams. -

People came frof differeﬁt parts of the state

S

o

-

T S— -

anﬂ oamping plaoes were scarce between Oolagah

and “ollinsville. I then took :t’u].‘l charge of
my coal mines and farm, shich I operated until
about 1933, just before the depression, when
we solé our businessg. | ’

[X)
*
.

At the time Oolagah-was booming I owned.about

one-half of the town. Colagab lost ottt when the

R

)
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- - . T /c" ’
" 0il boom'oame, I helped. organize an oil com=-

pany to Jrilt a weld 1h Oolagalt, —hich was a

dry hole. I saw Oolagch had failed and turned

1

every thing loose,

PORNS AN RIVERS,

The Digk Duck ford was located south of
Dplassh’ and was over the Caney river.
The-Galoatoher ford vas looated west of
Claremoiéhanq crossed the %erdigris river.
The Toodroof ford crossed Caney river
wést‘of colagsah.
f7~ ; The"McQ}g;lan‘ford -a5 south eaat of Ramona,
over the Caney river.
 Jouner's ford was located near the ™ill Roger's -
T290hyeast of Colagah and crossed the Verdieris
'river. Y
teh Hopver's ford was located south east of
~olapah, over Verdiéris river,
| The only w.y to oross the river vhen the Jater
~ ﬂ wdg uy was by ferry boat, & |

f : PERRY BOATS

LT In 1873 I worked for my unocle, who operated
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the Ohilders Fbrry,'aorpss~tha Arkansas river.’

There was a ferry located on the’arkansés
river, between the mouth of the Veruigris ard
the mouth of Grénd rivers. Thie boat -—os used
by the peonle during the Civil War.

Ey rather ovmed and‘operatrd s feryy ou Grand
river, betwesn Jhotsau anc¢ Tahlequah, This ferry
w98 used when traveling through Markham's srairie
in saling. - —-

OUTSA™S

1 knew some of the desperate ouklaws of the

earl;, days ani want to say that some of these

men had a fine charactere I knew the alton

, Boys and their gang, Batker and Triplet, Gherokeé

3121, The Jook gang, Jim french am his ganog, the

Jeunings gang, the Dooling and the Green brothers.

The three Green brothers were captured at the

419

Ashhopper ford. They bad planned to some o ~olagah-

to rob my store and to rob the bank at 0laremore.

Charles MeClellan was up on the (&ney river, at

' &
his ranch, when he met Leonard Trgynor, a Cherokee.

2h4&reeu boys lived near ieonard and had proposed

/ -
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that neoﬁard o with them on n~spputiﬁﬁ triﬁ}
1eonard agreaduanﬂ made the %rip. .
Jharles Moclellaq wae shrewd and a pratﬁy'
geod detective. Fe ha;x T.aonard Lo 1.6::-:1‘9 the
gnnfldence of ths boys anm had the pianﬁ all ¥
laia, Teonard revealed his nl~ns to-the boys,
fhey were to go th the tréstlg, near the mruth
c ¢ ®our Mile ereek, zouth oy aclqpah then to
the ash hopper ford an. valit until about sun
own, then core. to Ooiagah an r(b my store
aai‘the bank at Claremorq, Leonard‘worked with
hoClellan against 1he Green boys. '

' MGslallan thea mide a trip to hic. r'nch and

J'«-‘ =

Titurned e hy Colagah ani informed he what was

J_.,}k

to nappen; He ealleu me to ono sife and gaﬁe me
this information and ask me to keep it quio%. He
tole me I had better notify the marshal, sc he and
nis weputy eounld have some. men ge guard. ée had
telegraphed the marshal to meet him in Claremore,
and 0 have men on guard at the river to capture

the robbers if they ghould change their plang.
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1 won4t be snre‘but I thikx the marshal %és RBud
g N .
redbetter.
' ”e'hcard'horses'féet aﬁ; cpurs rattl in~
amﬁ discovered Lellellan ani the marshal anl
they saild, "Uncle R4 aon e outﬁme .ot thoem,”
They were.puttiny\up their horges, amd ve wégt
up the street to whers they were, in frog} of the

Skidmore bhuilding, which 1Is now Jarlstru-c¢ office.

The three Green boys wers lying in the hack, driven

by lenrge Foak, a farmer, who had hauled them in.

They we re placed on a table in the house whore we

found Ed anmi Bill haisbeen killed and Art%ur was
- o .
geriously woulded. Arthur =as $grned over/the

| United States marshal, ani was sentenced to & term

at Rortlea venwodth, ¥ansas.

© Barker and Triplet were two other dangerous

outlaws in the Territory. Barker was wanted for the

muzder of B8ill Howell, a rancher near Vinita. He
alained ?bmell‘bwqdfﬁim some money, and he and his
gang wedt to Howeil'a ranch , xaunded up the‘herd;
cut dbout 40 of Howell's cattle and drove thém

in south of Goody's Bluff, where they stopped
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M‘i*h a nai§hbor tdprest._ | ’
"The aitizens Glo«u;Vln“ a shooting match, i:fE
vcomposeu of Noolia Jouch, uol chholson Lowims .

nlace and slipped 2 man out an. sent him to report

Bible 1wl several others. ﬂar ‘er- and his gang
fell in with themp . Those nen were lum abl: ing

. \ Ed
gitizens amu soon disooverad-what wac todiap

the robbery. Jegs Cochran, the sheriff fﬂ*med
_ started. after them. .-
a posge, and so.n mmrxExxiiikescawen . He knew

they were headed south, and stationdd a man to
report their dipestions. He —as ahead c? them

i

and stationed his man at Hominy Ford on Rird

"oreek, north of Tulsa. John Grass was with

dochran's posse, an Barker recognized him
ani realized he was trapped. Bhey then orossed

the préirie south ol Cdilinsvillé;”and Just

 before they reached the éird Oreek timber, they

dlssovered a house and turned the cattle toward

the house and arove fham into the lot. They

followed Grass, knowing the posse was ét Hﬂﬁiny
ford. Jochran had.stopped his men, one~half mile
north of the falle, and located them in a gully

s

o
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near a field fence. As Barker appfoaohed the
fence, he was surprised witﬁ a Wolley of shots.
Ba'r]&_er was éhot éxll to pileses and Triplet was
aptured. The other fellow, a Texan, escaped.
1 of the horses were kilied. Triplet was -
sentenced to the penitentiary at FortLeaven=
woI _h’f"'Kans'as . Barker aul Priplet were both

Cher i{ees.

AN CLD Em FEQD

¥y brother,.’!esé‘:" 37;§undw, was sheriff of
éaline Distrist, anl was kilied in one of the
worst killings ever to take place in this
oou:ntryf , |

This was a feud of long stanfing between
fivs families,{he Prootors, Becks, Foremans,
Albertys and Hiaks! 1

Zek Préotor . the 3cing Sngke Distriet,

was on trial for the murder of one of the

Béck women, He had killed sevaré'.lﬁmeh, pre-

vious to this killing, and they expected him

to be convioted. All parties conserned in this

446

feud were at the trialy ani all were well armed.

A
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L
The oourt was oalled to order by the ‘judge,
wh o made the first ruling, vductf%g% satiafactory;
This startéd the.battle, and when the am@gg'eleared
away there had been hine men killed. Prootor '
was aimed and hed taken part in the killing.
A ﬁnlted States Mawshal, who was there to oapture
Proctor. in) case he came 'olea.r, waé killedq My
 brother Jess,xmi Joe Rowe ani a man named Ridg;a
 were also killed. o l
This ended the trial and Prootor esocapei. He
was later pardoned by the govermment. I knew h;ni'
pcrsonally‘an:d' he was a2 fine man, but he didn't
allow the government t,p interfere 1%’h‘ his affairs.
Turzwl Foreman was born and reared a.t Taklequah,
and was a bad Oherokee. He had killed six men
and had a notch on hig 81x shooter for each of
them. He wa s killed after the Civil Yar, He had
served 1n the war as a Confederate eoldier. The
old houae still stands at Tahl;qnah whera he was

born‘ ' R ) "t"

MISCELLANECUS HAPDENINGS -
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In the early '60's my people went to western
Texas where thw ;joined a band of wild Indians.

¥ " rhese Imiians were real hunters and knsw where

T b g
oY

~  to find plenty of wild game. They helved us kil
two wagon loads of deer amd buffalo.

I vsmsmber whon we lived on Grand river, =hen

i i e e,
ES R S A

= I was a ohild, we.could lay our head on tb"'egground
and feel the shock, and hear the trampling of the
buffalo herd. I do not resall much about the buffalo,

ol .
A P A R

-

as I was too young.

TR LT
JUSIESINT AN

CHURGIT LIF3 Al) CAP MESTINGS &

<
‘Q‘A. —e

Many people think our churoh 1ife in those days
was neglected but they ara listaken. We held our
eamp meetings nacﬁmga&x an& Lad @ ‘gread revival.

In the sumner we hald our ae:vioes in a brush

it iR e g s L e
S S S )

P P
e % T

arbor. Some families would camp on the ground,

~while others would go to the homee' of Priends.
Te would kill & beef and en:‘!oy\a big fead.

'\JOur meetings were usual‘fy held at the Gal~ '

. catcher ford and the Coowsescoowes Coutt house
on Dog Oreek. These meetings lasted from one

to several. w}eks'.
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SMALL POX EPTJEMIC '
In aboyt 1881 or 1882 the mmgddpox epidemic
broke out:' in the vicinity of Catoosa, where I

LY

lived. T 13 was about the time the re.iiroad m
completed. Hearly every Indian in the community
hea thenl and most of them died. This. was the most
terriblga epidemic we had ever suffered, anj uot
knowinq how to dostor it, many dled from 1t, Some
died f#om neglect.

/' FURS AND EIDES

‘B‘ulxia and hides weve ,of courséw,ka business with
they ‘if'aiiém, ffx‘ they were always known to be
great hunters and trappers. ‘Thie was a éommeroial
business with ws, foz;-we depsnded on it for the
ﬁeoeesities. | |

INODIAYN POLICE
‘Soms of the Imiian Police I knew were: Ed

Sanders,w ho was elscted to this axfidé twice,
John Shrimpshix;e. Jess Cochran, Bill MeCracken
*and Charlis Hioks. I thiak Obarlie Hicks was the
first gtndign\?anoo after the Civil War., He was |

.k11led by John Coker anmi his son, Oal, who wae

tried for his murder ani oame clear,
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Bi1l Rose was the first ohief after the War. -
He tried tc Pyeyenl ’che ‘south‘ezv'n Cherokees from
returning here after the war. |

bick Bucrk was the f£irst sheriff after the war
and my father, 7illiam Supday,was his deputy- |

I only recall one toll bridga in our vicinity,

it was looated over the Caney river, between

.0ollinsville anl Oolagah. This briuge was operated

~ by Mr. Butchel, who wac camped near the location.

I @;rové a herd of oattle across ths bridge and
paid 6%0%_06;1’0 per head.

Our early day fire liéhter was flint vook
and spurk. The épxink was a spongy substance '
obtained from Oak timber, and caught fire easily.
The flint rock was struck with the steel side
of a pocket knife, and vhen the spark flew, the
spu&k would cateh fire.

T,he first home I built wae a two roo;n log
house with & sid® kitchen, losated four miles

south of Oolagah.

My allotment was located west of Colagah. It

cona}s%ted of 80 aores anmi was appraised at $§8 an

e

1,
S
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aore, moking a total of $640.

I am filéd é.f Tahlequah as a half-breed, but
I am really more than half , for my father was a .
full-blood and my wother was also of ‘Oherok&é
extraction, I do not know what degree of Indian
blood she hads My Ixiian name is Toboquaskah.

Our trading posté were Coffeyville, Kansas :and
Vinita, Indian Territroy. o T,

A man named Wee;rar who{_&ivaa at Vinita has a
history printed in 131'?, which ‘contains the history
of the PIVE OIVILIAE_ TRIBES 4 bt

Jeﬁ MoGee of Miami Oklahama, had dwe histor’iyn
printed giviung the 1ife record of the kohei'ok‘eea"’e
I:xi‘ia.mé. There were only two copies of this book,
?ne Sbelo-nging to Mr. MoGee ani the other in the
Library at Miami. - | vy © -
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Mr. Sunddy is a fine old southern gentlédihn,
who speaks a distinet southern ‘orogué. He is 81
yéars 6ld, but does not look his age by several

yeaXrse
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Mr; éanday has 1lived a long 1life and géﬁ
many experiﬁﬁoes, but nis bLealth is éxbellent.,
‘Ik’lzke meny other Cherskee “Inddars, feelﬂthat
;they have heen mistreated, &ng‘be hag a grezatb
émount of sympathy for his pSople. |
He'is an fnedusated man, Tor he lived in
the days of the Jivil War and eQucation ;:Q
sadly neglgcted ;n thése?days. ¥r. Sunddy has
a good mind an! ig ~n irtcllighaf man to E?Ik
with. He has mide & success in the business oo
wg@&&@&!egarg;gyiﬁﬂfgiha,faai.ha waé uneducgted.
gr.(Sunday has smongored a picnic and rodeo
: each year for a number.of years -at his home, - -
four and one—halx miles northeas» of “Qllins-
ville, Oklshoma. On ascount of bis advanced age,
" $his w11l be the last year be will conduct the
annual %ffﬁir. Re is making big nlang for the
picnic t;%;; #eld august 27,08 and 29th.wgwhere
they will enact the old cherokee t#ibal laws,
celebrate with an Indian Pow wow, platform dance,
a cattle roundup showing the oowbsys eating at

the old ohuck wagon, the cattle &wimming the lake,
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branding the cattle, roping, riding, bﬁfigzéﬂing,

anmd last ppt not lsash, a frae barbefine. In en- —~
acting the %riballlawe; they will try, convioct

ani whin a man,/and will.alsc hang 3 man to

show the severe pun;sh&ént they exeouted in the

early 31ys.



