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STULL, MARY ELIZABETH. INTERVIEW.

BTOQRiPHlOiL 8£E3?CH

Before anything was knom of the opening of the

• Cherokee Str ip , Mr. S t a l l , husband of Mrs. Lizzie W. S t a l l ,

„ and h i s brother-in-law, Mr* Kirk, had come to Kansas from ,

Nebraska to lease a farm, The owner of the farm wculd*Sot - *

lease for l e s s than f i r e years, s o the boys, leased I t for

that length of t ime. They had been on the fasm two years,

id '

raising three com crops* In the year 1896 they learned,?

that the Cherokee Strip was to be opened, so the boys we&t

to the ovmer of the* farm.and told him that they wanted to

make the run and would like to be released from the five year

contract* He said that he would release them on one condi-
• * ' *

tion, that they pay him cash for what he would lose on the

three reaeining y«ars* The boys couldn't do i t , so Mr*

Stall said he would stay on the-place vhile Mr, Kirk made

the run, When the lease expired, I£r, and Mrs, s ta l l de- '
• — — . • • *

elded to come' to-Oklahoma to v i s i t the Kirks who had taken

up a homestead here, While here, Mr, Stull decided he
• 5 .

would* look around, but he could not find a place that he

•thought suitable to f&nu. Mr* Stull then returned to
« / ^ _ ^

Kansas to lease this seme farm for two more years in 1896,

but before the lease e^qpired on the place, March, 1898,

he located a fazm through Mr. Kirk that he could buy by



STOTX, MARY ELIZABETH. INTERVIEW*

2 ' -'

buying this man's right»• • He sold what oora orop he had.

out to o nan that wanted to run his catt le In on the oorn

to fead them*, The amount ha sold far was $1600.00* Mr*'

* Stull had also harvested forty aores of wheat, some of

whloh ha sold, and kept enough out for flour to run them ,

one year* While he was Improving the place, they shipped

an emigrant oar here. This oar was made up of the five
8".

head of horaese three flows,'two pigs, feed.consisting of
* *
* 40 bushels of oats* 85 bushels wheat, and 8 bushels of

\ • '

potatoes, 160 Quarts of oanned fruit, three barrels of

apples, plow, cultivator, l ister with dstaohable planter,
•»

- harrow, wagon, two sets of harness, one set of single, her-
it

ness, rake, mower, and the fnw>tur« oonsla^ftig of two

bed steads with springs, dining room table, six dining ,

chairs, three kitchen chairs, one rooking ohalr, dresser,.

oewingmwiohine, dishes, and oooking,utensils. They moved

in with Mr* stull«s family.

The plaee he WAS going to f i l# on was five miles' -

~ south .and three west of Pond Creek. It had been filed

on by an pid( Civil War veteran of the Union Army. On the

Sunday after Mr* stull arrived, he wanted Mrs* Stull to go



MAHT mumm,

and Mr. ftiflc to look i t ot»r. ' Wnila thara, thty

ran aoroaa a man fixing fanoa who told tham that tha oattla

fia^broken through and'ha Jtiad to t(% i t up. Mr. Millar,^

the naighbor on tha anat of-Mr. Smith'a pioca, didn't

want anyone on thia plaoa.aa i t was a wonderful grazing

farm, ao upon tha auapidlon that thay wara going to buy,

Mr. Millar laft that night for Gotarnioent Springa (Knid),

to f l i t a pro^eat olnindng, that Mr. fiWLth had not prorad.

up on tha pleo* ainoi ha* had filad on i t . 4 A p«r»on had

fira-yaara in which to prova up on a olaim, but aa Mr.

Smith had sarvad in. tha anny'thraa yaara.'hadid not h*v. .

to atay on i t for tha full tima, ftlao ha waa a Oovarswant

oarriar.oarrying «i» nail on tha'ator rout* from Kremlin

to Ponce City• * \ , , ' ,

Mr. Stull fpund out that Mr.1 Miller, had fil?tf • obne#at,

t» h» hagnn to look for another plaoa where hm bbuld buy tha

rights. It Mr. hmi. had waltad until 'tola oontaat w«a -

•attlad, haoou3d hava bought tha plaoa btit aa i t wail, i t .

wan thr«a yaara bafora 1% wa'a aatt^d, (Mr. Smith' winning,

'tha'oaaaV ' "•' ^*~ ,^t ^ . ^ "'''̂ V"' :" ". " ' '..•

i. on» of tha f^iiflfla of Mryprki and Mr. ^

^ a i i to htlp lbok around' f o r ' ^ p l i k ftp Mr. Stu

*



STOIX, MAHJT ELI2ABETH. INTKHVIEW.

the name of Frank Hudson had a place that he thought he

could buy the r ights upon, but in the meantime Air. Brown

had talked to Frank Hudson about locat ing a place for Mr.

S tu l l . He then to ld Mr. Lewis to t e l l ter. . s tu l l he had

a place that he would l ike to s e l l the r ights t o , but Mr.

Brow* had t o l d Mr. Hudson that Mr. Stul l w anted a place

with a good well on i t . .Mr. Hudson went out to the place

• to look i t over, finding the well vary low, so he hauled

water fro*$,on« of the neighbors end f i l l e d i t half way

up. Aftj^r t h i s he got i n touch with Mr. Browa and t o l d

him to go and look the place*ovem . Mr. Stul l went over

to see the place and Mrs. S ta l l mentioned to Mr. s t u l l

about the we l l ; but Hr« Stu l i said*he would clean that out

as i t had.dead.rabbits i n i t , and they decided on the s i t e

to build their house,' chicken house, and barn.

?»,Stull f i l e d on the place November 9 , 1898. They

. then moved ax few things over in' tfae sod houae that wae

• built' by Mr»- Hadson, They started to bu i ld the barn f i r s t

. so as to she l ter the stock.

-No-veaiber'25 of the.aas*. year, they spent Thanksgiving ..

at Grandpa Stu l l 1 B< eloo On January £8, tliey had a big

surprise dinner on Grandpa S t a l l ' s birthday* On February

6, 1899, they s«V9i into the i r own home. s They had three



MART KLIZABETO. INTERVIEW*

weeks of Yery cold weather, but the r e s t of the winter

mild. The f i r s t crop they planted vas twenty acres

of c o m , and twenty acres of oate; twenty acres of wheat

had already1 been plenta#l%en feey jaoYod on tho plaoe* They

also planted tiye acres of cane and ten acres of kaf f ir

corn and raised pretty f a i r crops. ,That f a l l 1key planted

s ixty acres of i&eat, but be fore - i t could be gathered a

hai l stoxm almost ruined i t , so that i t yie lded only nine

bushels to ths acre* frctk then_ on the ground was -put.

into wheat and each year more ground was' broken u n t i l 120

acrw were prepared for wheat* Each year they planted

fru i t t r e e s , apples , peaches, pears, apr i co t s , plums,

currants, dewberries end many o1her\thingB*
o ' -

The years that followed were prosperous years act v e i l

as lean* Th«y stayed on t h i s fa im.unt i l Mr*,

death. Mr. S tu l l was townihlp trustee i n ISlO, serv*

ing four years* This was the f i r s t time the. law establ i shed

an assessor permanently, and Mr* Delze l l was appointed

by the GoTernor o f Oklahoma %o that of f ice* In 1924 he''

ran f o r county a.ssea8or and was nominated, but h i s death

occurred September 1 3 , 1984* The oommitteemen thon asked .



MAHT SLXSABSSH*

lira* S t i l l to run, «nd stop did, and »*B o l#oUd 16 Hot«nb«r.

took of f l a t , January 6, 19 EB, • •rv lng eight y«ar«, b»inf

f i r s t D«aoerat to bo el«otod l a t h i s county. lira* •

Sta l l s t i l l U y s s In Modford and her ninety-two year old

mother l i v e s with h«r« . - ' l-


