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JAMES, JESSE HENRY. INTERVIEA

Field Jorker: DMaurlce n. Anderson . 1139
- ldarch £5, 1937 . 292

SIOGRAPFY CF: LMr. Jesse lenry James
(Full-blood Choctew Indian)
Pauls Velley, Cklakoma

SOHL: secember 22, 1888 at “hady
Point, Indian Territory
PARIIT . father: Adar. Jenes vorn in
the Choctew ‘ation, now de-
- ceased.
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I am a full-blood Choctew Indian., I lived with my
father and mother at Zhady Foint in the Choctaw Nation.
%hen I was a small boy I heve zone to severel Ztomp Lan-
ces, given by my tribe, tut my fetier told me that they
we;gn't as gogd as they used to be., L.e hes tocld me a lat
ol the things the Indians believed in. =-e saidé thet,~hen
en illicit intimacy between a man end a woman of blood
reletionship was aiscovered, the lndians subjected the
offenders to the loss of botkh ears. Ly father seid that
he had Xnown some who had gct their ears cut off. To
hide the tell-take evidence of their sin, they would let
their hair grow out long. I remembter a_lot of things
thet he told me like thet. )

The first day I want to schocl, when I was six years
old, my father took me. It was a little country school,
with only one lar:e room and the name of itV wes Zrazil.
It was located severgl miles from Chedv Foint. A white
man was my teacher. I don't remerber his name. I could
not speak wnnglish then, 1 could unly understand Choctaw

-

languege. I just went to the seconkdgrade, but I learned



iﬂﬂﬁh &EBSK!HQRY. 1 NTERVIEW ‘
. -2~ | ¢ 1159

411 the letters of the elphabet and all ‘the numbers 833)3
how-to read and write anc speil.

Wy faﬁher Tsrmed on his place, he raised corn and
dealt in hogs and cattle; not_ﬁo any lar-e extent, vut ¢
he dié.sell qulite a numver. there were lots of opossum
and skunks; 1 havé caugit lats of tnew in my steel traps.
..y fatier bourht me e hprse an¢ sad.le, when L was Tifteen
L then ﬁegan'going to the white peorle's dances and L was

always welcome., .Jy father and mothervhada six chiddren,

four boys anc two sirls. ..y brothegr, isaac, and 1 are the
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oanly livings merbers c¢?f ou:'fa;ilr. isaac lives in.the
eacstern part of COulahorna., 2nd I live on ry homesitcad five
niles soutisesi of Ja.ds Vadloy, lahoac. I wes mepried
in 1506 at Shacy Point, Dklakoma. I married a full-blood
Choctew woman, Idon't .know anything to tell, except that
times were hard then just like they ere now, I didn't
rave t0 work until after I married end vie mowed to Pauls
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Valley on my homestead. .early anvone living around Pauls

Valley knows etout this country since 1507,
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