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•by" / . • • . - '5(«)

* Yes, my father was a German. I cannot reca l l how or why, he -can*
n -

to t h i s country. He served in the Givdl War, here is his discharge

papers. (Discharge shows pr ivate , .Ifrederiok Si tz , of Company uGn,

6th Regiment, of Kansas Cavalry, that he volunteered his services

and enrolled on. July 6% 1862 and was discharged at.Be «Valls. Bluff,
• » . . - , - • -

* , "r\ . . .

Arkansas June 0 5 , 1 8 6 5 . ) { I-sm-airtmehing hereto a pho to - s t a t i c

copy of t h i s discharge.}. . * . . . , •" ., . . ."

Ho; I have, never heard, him -aay in what b a t t l e s he-was engagfed»

Hy' f a t h e r ! s occupation "before snd af tez the war was t h a t of a
* • * #

[farmer /"••. ;" "" . . , _ • .. ... . -

He _" and "mother were'married after the war. parried near the -

jlaoe where"X was'born, i t was in 18681. about three years after he

e.out of the / '"

Iu W.'Wilson-. Field Worker. ' • . |1
' • ' ' 'M

' ' '•'. _ _ . . ' _ . . . - . . - - - -- - - - ' - --14
X*, Sykes was "born in 1870r in the Cherokee Nation;, in Indian . 1

terr i tory , at the old t a l k e r Kanoh? on Wild Horee Prairie,, about .'••
ten miies southeast of the present town .of Fort Gibson, Oklahoma.
He'lived tHere un t i l he reached the age of thir teen years, a t which. .
time he moved along with his. parents, to the. ^Go.ose fleck Bend . _]
Country", which i s seven miles southeast of the c i t y of Muskogee,
(Oklahoma. At t h i s l a t t e r place he i s rounding out the remainder Of •
his days. " - ' , . ' • • . . . ' • '.''>"

FATHBR-Prederiok S i tz , was born near Berlin, Germany in 1829. and . •

diecl inl887. . - . - . . . . . . . . '
r » « * . , . — >. - •

MOTEER-C'aroline 3)ennisTSitz1( was born near flashville, Tennessee in-

182'4 and died' ill 1886, * • . • • '

Mx* Sykes answers to the questions asked and in&rmation vol-

iihteered was as follows.: . -
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I cannot say how. my. mother got to *-6he Indian (Eerri'taxy.* I

don!t know i f she came with hex mother .on the tt$rail of Tears" ox

grew .up,back in Tennessee and came or how she got to th i s country.

If she ever told.jne I don't remember. She died.when I was only '.

fifteen yeaxs_j>ld,and did no i get t o enjoy her companionship l ike ,

most boys, get" to- do.witli their mothers. ' J '' T

Mother was one-half Onerokee Indian, to.her was born five,

ohildren, three boys and two g i r l s . I am the oldest boy and there

was Marion 'fend Frederick and the two.'girls, Delilah and Louisa. All

are dead but s i s t e r Louisa. «•••

My brother Marion was in the Spanish-Amer ioan of 16^8. Here is

his discharge. .( Discharge shows Marion Sykes was a Private in Troop

"L%lst Regiment, United States\Cavalry, volunteered" his services

and was enrolled on May 14ths 18*98 and was^mustered out at Camp

Wikoff, L . I . , Sept. 15, 1898. Photo-statip attached here to . ) '

• L I g B AHD"CUSTOMS AffTgR THE OIYI-L WAR.

When father was discharged a t De Yalls Bluffy Axkansas,.~he had

duee him for army service $700.00, but did not reoieve i t when d is - ,

ohaxged as "this was t he amount d.ue" in bounty• He h.ai about a, % 100 J2Q

Lto start his l i f e anew. He oame to Indian Territory end se t t l ed at

the place w£exe he was married." I -was boxn in a l i t t l e log cabin

near this place on Wild Hoxse Praixie . . • . - *
• - • _ . ' • " - • • » - • .

"" He txied aid did s t a r t farming•• His only implements were, a

"bull-tongue, how and-an old ™AW harrow and some osen.. The b u l l -

tongue waB similar to the present single-stocky b-ut was a l l wood
that; he made himseif». With th i s he Aid. h is plowing; X used i t "some.̂

' . . • • . • . »

elf after I got large enough but he had horses then instead of



oxen
The harrow was hewn from the. fork of a tre^a* "holes boxed

i t a t proper Intervale and teeth

bought at for t Gibson. '••• ; . '

r34
driven in the holes,

We raised corn, ootton, potatoes, sweetjpqiai^pfcs, beans,
• . • . • . ' • • • • • . , • . * r . " • ' * . ^ * - • •

tobacco, pumpkins, wheat and had quite a ftgok'of ^h'erep. We dif-
• . ' ' • • • - • * • - ? *

not raise a great, deal of anything. We jjusf lived at home. We di

not raise .hogs> They were wild» A party of eight or ten, in the

neighborhood,would get to-gather and go hog-hunting. When we dii

have pork and meat was .short" we would k i l l a lamb* I was the

official sheep-herdeae* I had to stay very^eloite with the she&p

order to keep the wolves fronK catch ing them, 1 smarted this she*~

herding when about seven years old and father alwayjs "told me ti..-

the. wolves came up to hailow,tr:at. the^heep^ould come hoi -

id the.wolves would leave* 'JPhis worked fine un t i l one day

pelves refused to go, I knew I dare not run but I began

dear l i f e . The' shetfp w^8 Jkomê  and father came-to see wha

.trouble, found me &n& of course rescued me.

Oh yes", we had lo ts of game,*Wild pigeon©, there was a p% r t

on our place. We would .go down/there 'at night and shoot i;

r̂  was rabbi ts , squirrels^jd^sirv'qooii, 01 possum, turkeys an

ifui animals'such as mus&rats, mink, fpl , wolves and coyotes,

ItO trab sqra© when I was a. boy* Abo^t a l l the money I ever, got v\ / / . • •

a money that I. got from my. furs tha t X-sold to a fur buyer, at
' : : - \ • ' - . - . . . • • . . . - . .

rt Gibson* I liked to-hunt and fish and. really there- is not", hij

like to.'do Wtter ^et than tp go fishing* I did a lot of wolf /
- " • • \ • ' • • - ] • l ' ' ' " • ' ' " • - ^ . • ' ' • • - . ? ' . • • . .

%t real ly ,1 d idn r t have.to hunt them, a l l I had to. a'."woe
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/ ' '. /

to shoot them when I was herding sheep. In the winter time herds of •;<
i*

deer m>uld come up around our barn and feed lot for refuge and food J

and of course we always had plenty of venison. i ;

We had spinning wheel, ree l and loom. Mother and father made •;

the spinning wheel out of walnut. I t was put together by driving

pieces in a hole of the other pieces at the r ight place and then

wedged with a wooded wedge. There was no glue or nai ls about i t .

We would .spin, oard, and- weave. Made cotton thread, \yarn and ** -;

both cotton and wool cloth. Mother knit two - pair of sooks\for each

of us children each year and that had to do us, she also kni t us a

pair of gloves and B scarf. Of course these were mde out of yarne *

The women folks would knit lace out of the cotton thread for the\r

olothing. • 4';1

j -We had no gin and evenings after supper we would s'it around the
) ' *>
I fire-place, dry the cotton and pick out the seeds so we co-uld spin
i

| it the next day,

! We would shear ' the shaep at the barn, ,take i t down to the" creek

I wash i t good, bring i t back and l e t i t dry well* and then spin, card

3 and weave i t . - . •" ~. •

Of course the clothes were aHwhite to s t a r t off with. If we

{wanted different colors wp" would use green walnut hul ls mixed with

and boiled down and th i s Tsould make a tan, i f red or pink.we

:jjased.sycamore bcjrk Tailed down, i f blue we would use indigo. We

>ould get about every color except a 3et bl'aok.

Yes, we raised wheat, out i t with a soythe, cradle attached. !'/e ;

L shook i t and ' t ie the shooks with straw. Old man Bragg45 over o |

|a JJreen leaf Cxeekf haa^.an old horse power thresher concern, and he j
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would oome over and thresh i t . I t usually took about tweltfe horses §

and an equal amount of men and women to^the Job and we had. to pay \\

for the hordes hire as well as .the labor and feed the whole out-f i t Js
\ ' 1

to boot. Old menYBraggB did this for a l l of 1*hose who hsA a l i t t l e '

wheat or op. father- always t r ied to raise a hundred bushels of wheat;,

a year*' We would ma\ke two t r ip s a year to mill with our wheat t

get i t ground, that is two round-trips. The f i rs t \ day out we woul

make'it to the old Gulager plaoe and camp, the Gul&ger plaoe was 01

the old Fort Gibson tO\Tahlequah road, and the next\day we would go

on th the old water-mill down on the oreek south of Whlequah. i

oan!t remember now who run the mi l l . We would pay our t o l l and

next day oome baok to the Gulagex plaoe and on home thV-followin-

day with our f lour. I t *ook us about a week steady to get enough
• - . . \

vflour on.;hand to l&st us a year together with the meal w© would

>und. We had an old han& grater to grind our meal. Ally the

neighbors used oux gra te r .

Oh\yes, we oould always get s a l t at Fort .Gibson every

oan remena^er.- liard we always managed to get enough from the

j that we kiire^l on the wild-hog hui^ts to get us through, Soap,\w

made ta&t. "We\ad both soft and har^soap . We would save a l l

ashes from the fif^r-pl^oe in a plaoe made of logs and in the

we would put a l l theNdraoklins and enjtrails from,the hogs, pour

water on .tiiem and oa^ph xthe water as / i t passed

boil i t down and matogf soap\ Yes, tbb Indians made soap the sama wa

Yes, we had beaia bread,^pumpltii/ bread, oraoklin bread besides

our oorn and wheat liread* We tr^ed/ everything fox a change.
jleasn ^ bean and p^npkin bread making from the Indians*

"... I
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We baked our bread in the fire-place in sk i l l e t s or I guess they

call them dutch-ovens. We did a l l /mr cooking in the fire-place

in sk i l l e t s arid-jJ'ots.

We bought green coffee at JFo£t Gibson and 0}ahle*quah, we would

parch i t at home and had a l i t t l a square hand grinder to grind "it*

Our carts «nd wagons were-made at home in par t . Thw wheels^

were made a t a wagon shop in Jrort Gibson, I don*t remember the manfe

name, They were old pin-axle carts and wagons. The axles had a

hole in the end of them, and we dsove ar~pin in the hole of the axle

to hold the wheel on. We greased the wagons with a black tar greuse.

r The' wheels were like the ones today a whole l o t .

irots t>f nuts, s..ch as hickory nuts, walnuts and chinquiapins, •

We had lo t s of wild: be r r i e s , such as dewberries, blackoerries,

strawberries and graphs and Y7ild plums. We could always ,buy sugar

Fort Gibson for oiir^fruits and be r r i e s ,
/

I have heard i t said that they^r&isejl a lo t of watermelons

cantalopes biit I / w i l l take a dying oatn that' I was twenty years \

b.efore I "ever &m one grow. X

After I Eaoved to Goose Keck Bend we used to take our corn' over _

to Dresbaok/s water-mill to get i t ground. They had a saw-mp.1, too.
/ ' , " SotP

These mi l l s were over on the other side of the present

Hospital in Muskogee. ^es , over on t h e , other s ide of Agency H i l l .

• / HOUSES AND OHUBCgBS

She houses and churches were b u i l t of logs with sh^ke,' shingle

and usual ly large r o o k ' f i r e - p l a c e s . Some of theia hald punchin

|floors and some "no. f l o o r s . Some with . shut t le window? and; o thers no

?inaows. ' '-"
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She school houses were of log construction with punohin fljoors end

spl i t logs for sea t s ,

The J?irst sohool I attended, was the Kevins ^ohool wh'ioh wfcs about

Ferrya quarter of a mile west of the wesi landing of the .Kevins

which I w i l l t e l l you about as far as the ferry i s concerned after L

bit . My teaoher'e name was Mr. Gray,

The second sohool I attended was the frozen Rook sohbol which

was about one quarter of a mile /south <^^an e ighth of a pnile ,east
/

oX the present Ifrozen ^ook sohool and i t was of log,t construction,

punohin floors and s p l i t log sea t s . My teacher's name was Colonel

Harris\rho was a brother to/lied Bird Harris. He l ived/with Red

ttrC up ati the old Confederate Sort Davis location*

The third sohool I attended! was' at White whuroh.art;-t;iie- same

location as *th\present White Church sohool. I t was i f olap«board *
• v / i /

construction. My\taaeher!s name 1was Carrie Burohart/.
/ ! . \ /

They taught thd\ English language in these scho/ols»

Church was held jj& the Hevins sohoolXand £\roze î Rook school

but there was no church^ervldBsJst that t m e in tjiie White Church

^school.

\
We attended damp'Mee tin^s co hs ider ably

ted of-poles, limbs "arid leaves^ where

sermons but We congregation

and l i s ten tjd him. We would s t

tkrse week^ a t a time. Just brin'g

and s tay / I have an XJICL Camp Meet in,

home place noŵ  where we used to do to

ors1 were oonstruo-'

the" preacber preached' his

r o l l up lo^s and s i f on the logs

ikese Cakp'Meetings two or

ough provisions t o osmp out"

Ground back here on my old

oh.
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FORDS ; FERRIES

The Kevins-Ferry was controlled, owned aijd"operated by Mose and

•Kevins. Mose was*shot-and ki l led near-the': east landing of the

rry the year which I have forgotten ^Ut Julia continued to operate

ihis ferry. l as t year I went down to where the- old fer ryiSed to,

iterate to b'ust see what changes" bad been made*. . •• *•

\ ' The east landing of the * fezwy wâ  on'the east bank of the

kansas- ttliver at the mouth of Grand River and the west landing was

in the west bank of the Arkansas River at about the "present location

i the Musk'ogee pump, s ta t ion . The ^evitis home is s t i l l in use by a

&n named X*ee Cunninghadf. This-home, when the Kevins lived in i t ,

as of log construction. .The old log house is s t i l l intact.* -Just

.orth-of the iluskogee pump s ta t ion is .a log house that old Aunt Dina

sed to^ live ixu .'She was a tenant on the £arm for the JNevins. family

the Nevins owned hundredscof acres around-tliem. Nip Blacks tone .

ed to run a store and commissariat the west landing and +4?is stor1

t -

•as. constructed of,native lumber which was brought-up-the river by '

teamEoats from Ft., ^ i t h . • , •'•'.

J. have crossed this .ferry many many times "and i t was used ex-

ensively for handling, a l l t ra f f ic east--flaxd.-VfflL8j;.̂ 2î .it.jwas on̂  th^s

erry that the-old 'sliage coaches- and mail haotoB^used»'I remember

oming ^dT to" the fe,rry one mofning and" the boat was frozen in. the
* *

ater.^ -That a steamboat h,ad* unloaded a large p i le o_f native lumber

ttide a crew, that was congregated around the ferry la id the boards on

op or the ice so that we could "get across. I t was too slippery

to put our horses across without th is -footings wae controlled,qowned and operated f i r s* "by
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Messrs* Snjith and Van Noy. Thi£ was Mr.. Junior £mith. I t s locat ion

' was down the r jve r about el&vQn miles from the ilevins Ferry and the
J

people in the vicinity of the Goose ^eck Bend Territory used it con-

slderably in taking their cotton and corn to Braggs, Oklahoma and .

to do.their shopping. This was nearer for thein than to come to
» ' fv »

Muskogee. '̂ 'his ferry was abandoned just within the last year or
4

Wo and was last operated "by a man by the name of John Dunham*

Rabbit lord .crossed the river nust below the'Muskogee power
between

' present Frisco ra i l road b r idge . This was a very •

dangerous ford, and of course could only be used when the r ive r wt*s .

extremely low* ^ '

frozen Rock Ferry was located Just below Rabbit Ford and was " / '

owned by the-^ogers Brothers . I don?t remember the year th i s ferry* '

was s t a r t e d nor whefi i t was abandoned. • - ;' •
( . TRAILS AKD E

ut

The Texas road started a1f the west landing' of Jibe ^evins^efr

west a short ways and then in a southwestern direction for. at c

a mile1 whi'oh would make it cross* the east- side of the present 6ou.nfcr'v

Clfib Golf ground- and thance south for abdut three miles. Shi's is as

•far as I ever traveled .the' Texas road.

Tahlequah Road, the Tahlequah;. started at the east landing of

the Kevins *erry* ran in a northeast direction along Grand ..river,

thence east by >the present Frisco.- depot, at Port Gibson, thence

nbrtheas.t across Corral Branch/ coming out at ^athan Johnsons

' place "this is where we usually intersected-'this road when hauling

i wheat to t£e water mill over .by Ta.hlequahn thence east six or ' ' '

seven miles -coming out near the old Boys seminary and thence north
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to Tahlequah.. . ' i •

' STEAMBOATS . . ' - . '

In my .boyhood days there was a number of steamboats on the

Arkansas r iver . They oarae fir on lilemphis, k i t t le .^oclc and Ft. *mith

Some of the landings I heard them tallc of were at Skufffyil'le,

Tamaha,' Webbers Falls,-Kevins Ferry, Theserwere ttie landings oil .

the Arkansas between Ft. Smith and Kevins Ferry.. The cargoes' were

merchandise of a l l kinds and they would'take back cotton, hay'and

sometimes logs. I.remember seeing the Border City, Luoy Walker,

The Memphis Packet and lots of others I can't name. I did not ki.o

any of the captains. . ' .

• - - , " . • RAILROADS , • • - " ' -

The I.I.K.&.T. Railroad was.built through Ixuskogee in 1772-.and •

^775.- The Missouri Pacific.railroad then called the St. I.nM.&.S
* • • * *

railroad, was 'built through Itort Gibson in 1S87 kid ?/hen th is
^ " ' . • • '" • ' ' " .

"ralXroad .reached "th e i'ici nrity .of < the_Dresjsnjt_town of' Braggs, ^*:-.i-.
& •

the town of Braggs-.was named after old man Brags' that I told ypi..

about that used to do our threshing. .-Old man Braggs%" at^this time

owned'.an old. water-mill on Gr^eri X«eaf creek, '• s ^
" . ' • ' . ' . ' - * * - ' ' -

!l?he"city of Musk ogee, Oklahoma was moved from the north b.tnii

of the •"•rkagsc.s river,.^?hat was then known 'as Tent 'i.Wnt.to this
» 4 * '

\ * *

city's.present lo'oation. The f i r s t store, in Huskogee was owned by
' * • . i * • - • • • . -

a kr, PattSr^pn. The f i r s t butchershop was owned b / a Mr. Lacy
. <• • . . - V . •

and t'&e "first hotel was-owned, by kcs. Strokey. This a l l occufed

Jn 168S the year the railroad reached this vicini ty .
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I know of no ^'orts^eabept #ort Gibson at. Sort Gibson, Okla.

The soldiers were there at the ^'ort when I was born and I cannot

say when they le f t other than heresay for I had moved' tcf my pre-

sent home. I believe though, it., was in 1889.

MBROHAIDISI^G
" *

The-log cabin in whioh I was'born, I found after I grew to be

a good-sized boy, a r&ll 'of green back confederate money hid abova '

the door >in a crack and used to use i t for play money as father

said i t was of no value. I thought at f i r s t I had fcrund plenty of

! money. Of course this was used as a mecns of exchange during the

[ confederacy. . ' •-. • * . ' %

* ' In l a te r years when we had no banks in the country, and you

desir.ed to make a borrow in order to make your crop, -you would go

to your merchant and make a mortgage on whatever s-tu^f he would

I accept and he would issue script" v/hich was used as a medium, of

exchange wi th .a l l the merchants in town. I well remember the

Spajilding'jgicript. I t was about four ann a half inches long and

I two inches wide. -This scr ipt was issued by H. B, ^paulding in the

cit. of liuskcgee, ^Idahoma. '-.It had ^. B, Spaulding^s picture on

one end aBd 1?he amount on the other end. This scr ipt ranged in

amounts from five.' cents to ten do l l a r s . People wanted, sure enourh

United Stated money an^ would se l l this scr ip t to scalpers at a

ranging from,ten to twenty-five> percent on the .db-llar. Jhe

•tarue'soon cans when they ' ins is ted tha t ^paulding take up his scr ip t

a they insisted so strongly that "he-.finally 'recalled a l l of i t uiid
••.him.
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Of'pourse' we have always had from tte days of script', United

States money in the city of Muskogea. And when -tile hanks began to

open up there was no further need- of such money as sci'ipt.

You will note that Mr. Sykes parents died while he was s t i l l

in his teens and it was by lots of to i l and saorifioe that he

managed to rear and educate a large family with the' meek facil i t ies

that were available ana* at the same time- acumulate to the end that

lie was one of the most well to do farmers in the surrounding country

although in late years he has suffered untold lass through siclmess,

afflictions and unforeseen accidents in-his immediate family as we!2

as numerous'croc failures. --, .-1—vl__

He is a very admirably old gentlemen uand has always been consid

ered honest, thrifty and admired'by,, a l l 'his old associates, friends

and neighbor's. •' ' t .
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