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Mi. Sykes was born in 1870 in the Cherokee Ngtion, in Indfen n
Perritory, &t the old “Walker Ranch" on Wild Horse Prairie, sbout -
ten miles goutheast of the present town of Foxt Gibson, Oklahoma.
He lived theis until he reached the sge of thirteen years, at which
time he moved along with his parents, to the. "Goose Neck Bend .
Country™, which is seven miles southeast of the olty of Muskoges,
Oklshoma. At this 1atter plaoe he is roundxng out the remainder of
hisg ﬁ.ays. ' .

}

FﬁTHER-Fredexiok Sitz, was born near Berlin, Germany in 1829 and
a6l in: 1887. " ' |

- o ) i i o

MCThER-Oaroline DennisySitz was born nesx Nashvxlle, ¢enneSSee 1nr'

18&4 and died in 1885,

b2 Sykés snswers t0 the questlons asked and information vole

unteered was as foklows.

1
~

2 Yés my fafner was akGerman. I cannat recsall how or why he -cam-
o thlq country. He served in the Civil War, here is his discharge
papers. (Discharge Shows nrivate, Prederick Sitz ol Compéﬁy "G",
‘Sth Regiment, of Kansas Cavalry, that he volunteerea his sermlces

| and enrolled on July 6 1862 and was &ischarged at . De VallstBluff
li—mcams‘as June‘as ~1865 ) { Iwamsatﬁaghing reretd g~photo-statiq S
;<wny of this discharge.) _"l,‘ i K - o |

No I have never heaxd him aay in what hatules he. was engagéd,

Ny father's oooupamion before @ after the wur was that of a .

ﬁwmer.-~"

® . [

He and mother were marrxed after the war. harrlea nesr the

‘ 1aoe ‘where I was born, it was in 1868 &bout three years after he\

8. out cf the axmyﬁ“
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. I oannot say how my. mother got “bo ’ﬁhe Ind:.a.n Territory. I
don't know if she aame with he:c mother .on ‘the “fl!rail of Tears“ o:r}
’grew up back in Tennessee ‘and ogme o how she got to this oount:ry.
£ she ayer told. me I aon % remember. She died when 1 was only \ ‘
‘fii’teen yeaxs old ancl did not get to enjoy hex companionship like j
‘most boys, get to. do. wwh the:.r mothers. /\ i ’ ’/ o
| Mothex was one-half %e:cokee Indian, $o_her was born five

ohildren, three boys and two gu:ls. I am the oldest boy and tnere

e T RN
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was Marlon wmd Frederick and ‘che two gi:cls, Delilah and Touisa. All -

are dead but sister Loulsu.

My brother Marion was in the Span:.sh-Amer 1can of 1698, Here is
his discharge. A Dlsoharge shows Marion Sykes was a Private in TrooP
“LJ' lst Regiment Uniﬁed States Cavalry, voluntee:ced h.lS se:cvmes ’
and was enrolled on May 14th, 1898 and wasomustered out 8t Camp
Wikoff L. 1., Septe. 15 1898. Photo-statio attached hereto.)

LIFE AND CUSTOMS AET&R THE CIVIL WAR.

When father was alscharged at De Valls BlniE:E,; Arkansas, "he ‘had "

due him for army service 3'700.00, but did not :ceoieve it when dis-

oha:rged as 'this was the umount a.ue ‘in bounty. He had. about 8 $100.QO .

0 start hig life anew. He oczme to Ind ian Territory and s'ettled L

b e e

7.
 the place where he was marrled. I was born in a li‘ctle 1og cabin

near this place onm Wild Horse P:caine.

¢

b

‘ ‘He fried amad did start farming.. ‘.Ls‘. onl§ implémenf_s were. &
bull-tongue, how end-sn old "A® harrow and some ozen.. The bull-

tongué'wa:s gimilar to the 'pi:esen't single-‘stook" but wes all wood

B elf after I got 1arge enough but he ha.d horsea 'bhen instead of

that he’ made himself. With thxs he &id his plowing. I used, it some .
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B The haz:row waa hewn from the :Eork of & treveQ 71019:3 bored + ough

g it at px‘oper intervals anﬁ, ﬁeeth wore d:x:iven in “bhe holes t-!;d, > 4
bough‘b ot Fort Gi{&;o‘n. ‘__' I 5 ) - j" %
. We. raised oo:m, ootton, potatoea, sweet potatoas beans, «WA

, ,tobaoco pumpkins wheat and had qulte 8 fleok of‘%heep. We dic’
}_ not reige & great. deal of anythizg We gust llved at homa. We 4id :

- not raige ~hoge. Thev were wild. A party of eigh% oy ten, in the \
b neighborhood,mld get 'oo-gethe.c and go hog-hunt.mg. When we d1 it

1Y -“, .

) ’ have pork and meat was short we would kill a lamias i was the , \
official sheep-herdém I had to stay ve:rs.-» clo}‘?ez vn.th the sheap
# orde:r to keen the wolves fromfcatehmg mhem. I svar’ced this shef

hem.ng when about seven ;years old and father alwa* told me ‘c:

Y *

) when the wolves cane up to hallow L3 at the\sheep*woulcl oome ho -
and the.wolves would leave. This Worked i*ine u.n‘caJ. one d&y thr
Holves refused o go. I knew I dare not run bu’c I began yellii.

aear life. The shae“,p ,home and fathe:r came ’co s8e whe .

’

the txou‘ole, founa. me and o:E course rescued me .
Oﬁ yeg, we had lots of g&me. Wml& pigefms, ‘bﬁere was a piw >

:\&.roog on owxr pla.oe. Yw’e Would (B0 do Wl /there &t mbh‘c ad shom noee

Tth was Tabb its, squirrels,,&efrr OOBKWdT‘BOSgllm tuxke:ys an

spimals’ such as muskrats mink :ﬁofzx wolves and ooyotes. T owed

ff $ra some when I waeg a.‘ibqy. Ab oy’ ,all the mdney I ever ,got e
money that I.got from my, fu¥s thét I-s0ld to & fur 'buyoe:: 8

. JFort Gibson. I likelt to-hunt and fish snd. née'&lly there'ié noth ing

""\ ‘s

I like to. 4o bette:c *ye's than 10 go :flshing, I dld = lot of woif

;ﬁn‘ﬁ‘lfng, t really ]I didn“' have to hunTthem, all I had to d vma

I
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to shoot them when I was herding shéep. In ’cﬁ'e winter time herds of :

deer would come up around our barn end feed iot for refuge and food
and of course we always had plenty of venison, .

We had spinning wheel, reel and loom. Mother and father made
the spin“ning wheel out of walnut. It was put together by driving
pleces in a hole of the other pleces at the right place a:ad. then

wedged vith a wooded wedge., There was no glue or nails about i‘c.

We would gpin, ocsard, and weave‘ Made cotton tnread \iarn and 0

both cotton end wool cloth. Mothel it two pair of socks for each

of us children each yesar and that had to 'do us, she also kit us a
pair of gloves and & socarf. Of course these were made out of y8Yne
The women folks would knit lace out of the cotton thread for their
. olothing, - . L&
&

fire-place, dry the cotton and »pick out the seeds s0 we could spin

it the next day.

A e A A L M AR R R e W

Vs would shear’ the shaap at ths ba:cn take it dom to tne ecreek

iwash it good, bring it back and let it dry well and then spin, card

-t

lend weave it. ' o - ; N

1 0f couzse the clothes wers allwhite to start off with., If we
3
%w&n‘ced dif:ﬁerent colors we would use green weluut hulls mixzed mth

]
‘m

‘: water and buxled down and this would make & tan, if red or pink.we

sed sycamore b.xrk Qgiled. down, if blue we would use indigo. We

owld shook 1t and s the shaok:s with straw, 014 man Braggd, over o |

Green Lea.f Oreek had. an old horse power threshey concern and he |

R e ipgretere:

£

;).
Wt

t

-We had no gin and evenings, after supper we would sit around the\i

~ ~ '
Yos, we raised Wheat, cut it With & sgythe, cradle attached. We:

g

BVt e € v Lumirms
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would éome over and thresh it. It usually tcok about twelfe horseq

and an equal emount of men and women to_the Job and we haﬂ to pay

for the horges hi;e &g well a8 the lebor and feed the whole out-fit

. -, ../..
L i s i
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to boot. 0Old man\?ragga did this for all of those who had a little j
wheat crop. Fathe? always tried to raise a hundred bushels of wheat

a year.  We woﬁld ke two trips a yesxr to m11¢ ith our wheat 't

the old Fort Gibson to\Tahlequah rosd, and the next\ day we would go T
on th the old water-mill down on the oreek south of ahlequah. 3

can't remembser now who run the mill. We would pay ouy toll and Lhe

I

next day come back to the Gulager plaoe and on home th followin»——

wag'\'«

day with our flour. It ®ook us sbout a Week steady to et anoug!

unds We had an old havni grater to grind our meal. All the

Om\yes, we oéyld'always gek salt at PFort Gibson every s

Wo kad both soft and h sqapJ We would save all the~

everything for a chsnge. Ve
Qs»frbm the Indians.

/ 1

X
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We baked our bread in the fire place/tn skillets ar I guess they
oIl them dutch-ovens. We did all Zur cooking in the_fire-p%aoe

14

in skillets and —pvts.
We bougpt green coffee at Fo t Glbson end Tahlequah we would
paroh it at home and hed & Littl square hand grindex to grind it.

3

g Our oarts and wagons were‘ ade at home in part. The wheelsg

{

o v
s et ca e i

were made at & wagon shop in Fort Gibsonm, 1 don't T eme mber the men's

name. They were old pin-amle carts end wugons. The axles had a
hole in the end of them, and we d¥ove a"gin in the hole of the axle
to hold the wheel on., We gfeased the weg ons w&th & black tax greuse.
—The wheels were 1liké the ones today a whole lot.

Lots of nuts, s..ch g8 hickory nuts, walnuts and ohinquianins.'

We had lots of wild berries, such as dewberries, blaoknerr;es,

strawberries and grap and wvild plﬁms. We could always,buy sugux

“fruits and berries.

;t Fort Gibson for o

I have heard ft said that tqsy raised & lot of w:uermelons
:‘canta10pes bat IAézll take & dying oath thet I wes twenty yesrs’ old
Q‘Qefoze I-ever s&w one gxow. \%\ : 3 |

After I moved to Goose Neck Bend we used to take our oY

f These milYs were over on the other side of the presemt

'Hosnij?;‘in Mnskqgee. Y¢s, over on the,other side of Age

=N

HOUSES AND CHURCHES

,k ofs'and usually 1arge\rock:fire-places. Some of them head punchin

f{loors and some mo, floors., Some with shuttle windo _anj/others.no

§ to Dresback’s water-mill to get it groﬁnd.' They hed a saw-mill, too.
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The sohool houdes were of log comstruction with punchin floors and
split logs for seats. | i
The First gohool I attended wes the Nevins(ééhool whioh Was about

e quarter of a mile west of the wesf Ianding of the Neving Ferry

which I will tell you about as fa:/as the ferxrry is concerned aftexr

bit. My teadher's name was Mr. G#éy.

The second sohool I attended was the Frozen Rock schpol whioh )
N \ /
was gbout one querter of a mile/QOuth<é§§§pn‘eighth of a mile east °

/

/

the present Frozen fock éohqol and it was of log oous ructibn,
. / ° . .
punchin floors and split log seats. My teacher's name was Colonel

/ .
Harris \who was & brother t:ARed Bird Herris. He lived /with Red

fﬁz;a'up a% the old Confeder e Port Davis location.
The third school I &t end.ed.\ was' at White “hurch.s

location as ‘thé present

—the same
oL clep-boaxd -

ite Chgrch schoole It was

. Church was held &n Rook school
but there wes no. chuxch erviébs\at that t e in ' White Chnxoh
\soggpl. R ‘
| VWe. attended amp'MEet ‘ | ors' were construce
ted oﬁxpolgs; 1jmbs "and leaves . ? )" P er preacﬁed'his

sermons but tie congregation viol
and listen 4 him, We would stay ' fmp Meetings two o

1 have an,old Camp MeJtin; Groupd back here on my old

»
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The Nevins E‘erry was controll,ed owneu md*operated by licse and

Bulie Wevins. lMose. was ‘ehot-"and killed et he anst landing of the
erry the yeaa: which 1 have forgotten ut Julia eontinued to Operate

ferry. Last yef% 1 weint down to whele the old ferxy figed to,
1Y

pera‘ae to Just 8686 Wha.t changes‘ had been made. . v o

4 The east landing of the  fexuy wa% on the east bank of the

:'\"': anses “iver at the mouth of Grand River and the west landing was '
the west bank of ‘the Arkansas ‘River at s.bout the present locar,ion

the Muskqgee pump, station. The Nevine home is still in use by &

A

: nemed Iaee Cunninghesd, This home, When the bevins lived in 11;,
$os of log coﬁstruc‘c,ioh. The old 10g house is stlll intact s " Just

orth‘of the 1g'»Iusk:Ogee pump gtation is .8 log house that ol Au.n'b Dina
:9 @,\-& NN
#sed to live in., 'She wes a tenant on th.e gaxm foxr the Nevms family

s the Nevins owned hund:ceusrof &0T03 arouna~tlzem. Nip Bleckstons

ed to run & store and commssurf et i,he west l&ndmg und thig stov"

o

oonstraci;ed oi’ natlve .mmber whi ch weas brought up the river by
teamﬁoats from . °r1th.-

I have crossed this ferx'v many meny ulmes ‘and 1‘0 was used X~

-

enswaly for handling all t*af&c east .and.-west @nd it_was on this

that the: old 'stage cogchas and mall nack&sﬁuseds "I remember

.;7_.& &5’%% t0 the ferry one mornlng and the hoet Was frogen in the

ater. ‘That & steamboat hed unloaded & large pile of netive lumbsr

- .2 crew. that wes congregate& around the ferry laid the bosrds on

e

’_op om ‘the ice so thet we could get a.cwss. It was t00 alippery %o

e

By t¢ ut our horses acro%s w.cbhout this :foot:.ng for mgn.

[

_ﬁmltb‘s Ferry was oontrol_;ed aowhed and operated. fir&\by "ﬁ

e ot G
iy e



iJY-i\Eb, .,:L:f,‘;“. . CIVTERVIES .
‘ & ’ . . A ’ : N 0\

r'»n-‘:
0 . Ya 2 ‘
Messrs. Smith and Van Noy.' Th;g was Mr.. Junior Smith. its location

" was down the river about eleven miles from the Nevins Ferry and the

J

people in .the vioinity of the Goosge “eck Bend Terrltary used it con-
gidersbly in taking their cotton and corn to Braggs, Ok 1& homs. and

to do their shopping. Thls was nearyer Ior themkthan to come to

’
i

Muskogee. *his Porry wes abandoned just within'the last year or

4

two and wes last operated by & men by ‘the name of John Dunham,
Ravbit ggrd orossed the river just below ‘the’ Muskogee power
planf“amiAthe present Frisco railrosd bridge. This was a very

dangerous fora;and of course could only be used vhen the river WLE

-
>

extremely low. - /
- 4

, - : -

Frozen Rock Ferry was located jus E below Rebbit Ford and was -

owied by the-®ogers Brothers. I don't remamber the year this §e?%§*'

was 8tarted nor when 1t was abandoned.

. .
- £
. ’ - . e

( TRMLS AKD RuLDS

x
-~

The Texas rosd started st the west landlng of_the *eving Férr;,”
«f
ran west a short Ways and tben in a soutbwestezn dl*ectlon for atydt

& m}le Whloh wouTd muke it eTosSs. the east s1&e of the preqent Comntrv

t [P

- . SRR
- P e T TP

,

C1fb Golf grownd- and thence south for abdut three miles. Thiw is ss
-far as I-ever traveledjthe Texés roéﬁ. . ‘ 4“_ .
Tahlequeh Road uhe~Tahlequab’starte& at the east landing o
the hevmns ﬁerry, ran in a northeast dlIPktiOn ulong Grmnd’rxve’
'Mnnce east by the nresent Frisca. depot, at Fort GLbson, thence
northeast 8cr0ss Corral Branch,” coming out at Nathan ﬁohnsons
plvce "this is where we usually intexsectéa this roed When haui
wheat to the water mill over by Tahlequeh” thenoe east 31x or

‘seven miles-comlng»out near the old Boys seminary and "thence ncrth
im- _ .o . . )
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t0 Tahlequah., T
© STEANBOATS

’Inlm.y .boyh.ood days there_waé & numbsr of st';eamboats.on the
Arkens as mve:c. They oame from hiemphis, Little. #ogck ard Pt. ®mith.
Some of the landings I heard them talk of were et Sk\ﬂﬁ:llle
Tamahe, Webbers Fells,- Nevins Ferry. These Wwere ‘che land ings on
thé Arxca;yas between Ft. Smith and Nevins Ferry.. The oargoes were
merchandige of ell kinds and they would take back oottoﬁ hay and
gometimes 10gs. I.z:emamber seemg the Border 011,3, Lucy Ws.lk:e:c,
The Memphis Packet and lots of others 1 aan‘}; nal;xe.‘ I didh not ki ow
ghy of the capta{iﬁs .‘..

<y -

— . RAILROADS .

1

The M.K.& T. ;c&ilroad was built thxr ough wuskoges in 1772 EN6 -
17735, - The Missouri f’acifm rallroad then culled the St. L.ITM.&.s.

railrosd, wes built through Fort Gibson in 1687 and when this: ™
ag < L ~ 3 hs . . .
“Tailrosd reaohed “the "Tr‘i-cin-ity .0f the present town of Braggs, Ui.w.,

-

s

the town of Braggs Was named after old maun By ggs that I told yo

NG

aboub “cha.t used to do oux threshing. 014 man Braggs at,th;.s time

owmed an old water-mill on Green heaf creek, o . “;

I 2

Phe - eity of liusk ogee, Onlahoma was_moved from the nor th bm; .
o; the Aykenscs river, what was then known ‘as Ten‘c Lovm . to tnl\

city s present loeation. The first store\ in NusLOgee was owned tn'

-

a mm. Pattérson. The first butohershoP was . owned b a hr. .ua.m

~~

and the fxrst h:otel was owned. hy lrs, Strokey. ‘Thls all occured
~1682 the year the rs.ilroad reached this v:.cmi‘ffy.
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FORT S~ POSTS AND CA&D?S

. I know of no ”ort&wcep‘b Fort Gibson at.Fort Gibson, Okle.
The soldiers we:re  there at the Fort when I wes born and I cannot’

when they left other then heresey for I had moved 0" my pre-~
sent. home. I believe though, it was in 1889,

EERGHANDISING

¢

The log ocgbin in which I was born, I found after I grew to be
8 good .gized boy, s r&ll of green baok confederate money hid abov«a"

the dooxr in & orack and used to use it for play money as father

*

ﬁ sui‘d it was of no value. I thought at :flrs‘c I had found plenty of

money . Of sourse this was used. &8s a me&ns of exchange during the

‘e *

. confederscy. B ' - S

- In 1‘a€er yeers when we had no banks i ‘bhe country, and you

¢ desl :ced to meke & horrow in order o m&ke you:c rop, -you would go

to you:r merchant and make a mortgage on Wnatever stu‘fzﬁ he wo’uld

accept am he would igssue seript which was used as & medwm of

- —_— v o

exohsmge with all the mercnun‘cs in tovm. I well Iemerrber "une

', Bna,_uldmg ﬁlpt. It wés about :four an’d a half inches 1ong and
two inches mde. ‘This seript was issued by H. B, Spaulding in the
? ou; of “usk%ee U\lahonra. ~.It had H, B. Spaulding‘s picture on ’

g one end &nd %e amount on the otnex end. Thls‘scmpt renged in

-

hmounts from i’lve 'cents to ‘ten doliars. Pe‘oﬁ)lﬁe wanted. sure enough
,Umted S’ca‘ce& money agc would sell ’chls soript to scalpers at a '

dlseount rangmg from ten to ’cwenty-:flve per cent on the dollar. ¢he

it. It cdme ne&r! if it did.:ppt bankrupt him.

e e e~ Ay e e e e e e e X+ e ey e v e T A .

7\ » : e -



SYKES, [LEE. INTERVIEY - - \‘V

]

s
) . ~ B8O
Of course we have aiways had from the days of seript, United

'StateS'mgney in the c?ty of bluskoges. Aﬁd when the banks began to
‘open up there was ﬁoafurtéep need- of such money 83 script.

You wfll note th_ath'r. Sykes parents died wﬁile he was still
in his teens ad it was by lots of toil and saorifice that he
neneged to reer and educate & large family with the meek faéili}:ies
%hatlweré availeble and at %he s ame time.acuﬁﬁlaté to tﬁe end that
he was one of the most weil to do fsrmers in the s&irouﬁding country’
slthough in lzte yeors he has suffered wntold loss through sickmess,

afflictions and unforeseen accidents in -his immediete familxﬁ§sm¥%ié

as numerous cror feilures. D - — ‘

~ He is a very admiraeble old gentlemenvend has slways been consic
ered hone€t, thrifty end admired'by;allihig_old assocletes, iriends

“end neighbors. -
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