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. - Interview with"

BiliSwiDto' " "
' • by

'L. W. Wilson, Field Worke
April 13, 1937. .

I was born in Mississippi in 1368 and. came to the indian Territory

in Ivlafoh 1883 and now l ive a t MoLain, Oklahoma.

Henry Swium, my father,was .born in l»2Lasissippi, date Unknown to

me, and was ki l led from ambush after the olose of the Civil War.

* My mother, Lizzie Bean-Swimm, was born in Tennessee, date\ unknown

• • ' v
to me'. Died at IvicLain, I . T.' in 1903. She was 56 yrs . old whê n she

died. " . > .

Father and mother's names sound a l i t t l e Indian-like but the

dld~^^fe~^ribaia^^to-4^-j?f_Xndi^n descent, therefore, I am duiy bound \to

say I am a white man.

TO INDIAN TERRITORY
•There was three families of friends and re la t ives of ray mother

[waning^-tq^the—I-ndi-an-TeKeitory, believing i t was the land of oppor-

tunity. You see mother was a.widow and I was only a, boy in my early

teons aad they told her, maybe, that some of the unas signed lands o f ' - '

the Territory may be opened up to s e t t l e r s by the 3-overnment by the
. a

time I was-young man, and I could homestead a place and she and I

could,have a home a l l for our own; as we had nothing back in Mississippi

and no chance to acquire anything. .. -



SWlJffli, Bill.. INTERVIEW

Wo came by train to Ft. Smith, Arkansas and from there we C M S
\ . '

up. the Arkansas River, by steamboat* The boat on 'which we came was

named *The Fort Smith1*, Webber Falls., I, T^'was our destination. We

finally reached our destination after two days and nights on the river.

The trip afforded me great pleasure as it was the longest ride I had

ever taken on a boat of any kind. All along the banks were dense „

bottom timber and cane brakes, which * soon learned upon my arrival were

only dens for wild animals of all kinds. We made two stops on the boat f
before we reached Webber Falls, One*was at Skulleville. I wont forget

it. The boat sounded the whistle for the landing about a mile down '

stream from Skulleville and by the time the boat landed all t"he people

in the village were down to the river bank to meet it. All kinds of
»

people, whites, colored, Indians and half breeds and a l l t Of course,

I could understand the whites and negroes, but I looked and l istened

with amazement at the Indians. They were a new people.in my young l i f e .

The town turned out the same way at Tamaha, I , T. and likewise at
. _̂____̂  - ._. _.___i__, ^'<':yi '__ „_
Webber Falls, Th« new was.wearing off and I was rather used to every-
thing by the time we reached Webber Falls. \ ' • • • - '

\
Soon the folks settled down and went farming. Mother and I stayed

with my Uncle and family until I was large enough to care for her and
i

I did care for her until she d!ied. She never married again, I am now
" - V ' • .

69 years old and never married nor even cane near i t . Mother*s l i f e ,

was my l i fe and i t was for her, .the only woman that I ever loved, and

with whom I thought I $Quld l ive with and be happy, and many .happy days
<s had together, , •* \



. » « •

Ofe," yes, I want'with the g i r l s , I had a i r kinds;-white, half "breeds

and f a l l bloods, Wt I never could love any of them but I enjoyed .

their company un t i l i t was boresome. X guess you caTl i t - jealous and •
. • ~ ^ . -

then I was iqne with that one and got me another', oause I knew to pro- •
" ' • • . ' - . ' •

long a courtship was" doirig the young latiy an in jus t ice .

>?e People were i n t e r e s t ed p r i n c i p a l l y in" r a i s i n g only enough for home

use. Vfe r a i s ed corn and lot .a of the coi...on garden vege tab les . Je had

no large acreage, j u s t a cleared spot and with only a small p lot of ground.

Of course, we produced nothing for the market. -Later we started-.-

to-plant ing c'otton and r a i s i n g some hogs and ca,ttle* I t was the money

from the hogs and c a t t l e , tet we bought the r.:ost of our c lo th ing and

household n e c e s s i t i e s , together with furs and hides from wilu varmints

and animals tha t we would trade- or s e l l . •* „>,

><'e f i r s t used oxen for our work animals, then horses or r a t h e r ••/>"

ponies — - Ihere._ was a number -of vdld horses on .|ild Horse pccairie and

the folks would catch these aaa,ll -.•did horses and break-ther^fc-tLride,

drive and work. Some of these horses, howeverTt"5S£^~~Ki$$e good

animals but good cow-ponies. Tie did., our. plowing witb^hat we called a

deer tongue ana harrowed the -round with an "A" harrow made from ,a

-of'a t r s s and the teeth srer.e sorr.etinies wood. ¥ife yoould get iron teeth

at the store in Webber Falls or order theia out of Ft . Snith. '
/ •

•A'

AS modern farm tools ' cane , in to being the ps'ojlie, kept abreast with the

times u n t i l we-had plows,, c u l t i v a t o r s , wagons;-,' mowing Machines, e t c .



* » . • ' • • • • • • ' . : . - ' ' . ' ' . , •

.Corn-and .cotton was. produced extensively art!- became the aoney c^ops along.

t i l e " A r k a n s a s . ^ i v e r ' . . y a l L e y s r . -.•."''• . • ' ' ' " . [ • . . / ' :
 ; • "..

Railroads through the,eastern ^cr^.of Ciklâ QflE._ li& uuch toward the

changes-.into the l i f e of *rfie^ people an--.it became no more the remote ..
' /

i t ?me in .-gy -eac^y-da$s» - ue^f or .a
/ 1 ^

/

On steamboats and freight supplv war on trains' to bri.nr-, uc everything* ,.. ^ A

r • • • / • ' "' ' . , • "

?t..Smith, ArVr*"ncs.3 was 'the iineoca for this part of t \ e 'country for it- . J

• ' • » - •

.y/as our nearest reilroad stai ion un 4 i l tne 31. x.. L.I . ... oouthern vuH.

now the ko-Pao. a. - . buil-t out" of -t. SnitL, ^ri^ans^s to •" 'of fe^I le ,

Kansas and l a t e r the £>. X u. R.R. nov; the i\ansas Citj ! , Southern K. '"«

buixt south out.^of Joplir i f . r.x. to Port .-irthur,. re:-:as. There v?as npt xoany

rUilroads bu i l t tbi?oU£.h Indian Ter r i to ry cetween th . periods of 1690

ani 1900 but a f t e r 1GC0 oany roads s t a r t ed bui ldi i r , ana - i t »/as th

?t . 3, -iv u. H. R.oajii the i.;.Y. E..T;. th>t opened up The large coal f ields
. . . \ • • • . • . . • • - • •

"thafe e x i s t s i n L e S l o r e ic . H a s k e l l b o u n t y of t o d a v a s w e l l "a: t h e '.'^O ic G." ,H.K,
: • - l ^ - * ••• :".- • '. ' V ; ... • . -v> . . . • < . . -V. /..•• •" .

AfjjA f-hfi ftftTtt|yqt*,tn.-i,}ftffa? D i s t r i c t noal^ f i e l d s and the le^d aaa z inc
• • * • ' " . - " » / • , - • • • • •

around lid. ami ̂  /Picher ,and -3ardin, I .-T/;-1 ' * •. " ; .• - - • ; •
• • • • • - • - A - .

In addition to .potton and corn ana idtlT the sst-tlemeht; ofr.uiiassigiied:
• ' • - • - " • ' • ' . • " • - ; . ' ' " • . - • : " . • ' ' •

lands in the .Western part of the Territory, riot so productive "for aotto& ' . .

d.norn, ttje neople .began raisi.n<i whest fox a staple srop "anI sonae uiilo,
.. • ~ . ^"aJ* jt" , - . . , ,

" " . » • ' • • ' • ' ' • • * > ' * - * ' • . ' ; . . ' • ' , • " ; • . , " " • •

k a f f i r . • c o r % h a n d s o r g t u a m ' % 8 t n e . . ' , . • . ' " ' - . : ' • • • . • • • -
• ; : , . - • ) • , • - , • • • : • ' • • • - . - • ; • . . • • • * : ' , . " • • . • • • . • • . • • • . . . - . . -

Asides' coal, lead an5. .sihe,, came o i l and gas. wells, iron ore and ^ . m
• ' • • ' \ ' . • • - . - . . > ' . < • ' • . - . - • • - • - • . . • • : s • ' • • ' „ !

cement,. li.ae,".and plaster deposits sp.benefioial for ruefifacturing and
• '

:
 - " • • ' - ' - . , ' ' , . :

 :
' . • ' " • ' w « . / .

V i
' ' . • : ' ' • " ' ' ' • "

l
 , \

 ; >
 • ' " • ' " • • ' • • " ' - ' " . - . ' .

r; p u r p o s e s • ' _ . , . ' • • ; . . . v - ^ y ' : ' - / > " • ; . ' . , ' • * - . • ' . „ • • : . - • •. •



:- SCHOOLS Aiu> GHLrtCii

. The schools' a#d .ch-urohes v/ej*e"-of iO-V'-aun^tructiOf."...itk- Ia3?^

fireplaces.*." Some', 'however; weye of^n&tiirs iu^oei,* - " ^
' ' " • " • • ' • • • ' " . - - ' - ' ' " . " ' • . " ' ' • ' '

: oame ' t o s-eb.ool'on h o r s e s and oti-ers. ..e.Xi£tsct» 2'^$ xLi

• - *» •• v > • r ' - ' •

i~TS^^^
• /> •, " '-'i

sciiooi ju s t " f i a e . I "use to--*ev -

enough to maKe an oio ful l *oou
- /'

, . * • » • • • : •

a l l tal-^ed ^ii.c;lisc 4ini. "il-gro^w

lot cf : « c

cz ,.A «.,•.-„.. i >v\ st- , ".

/

ana never

reasons,; *?irst,.'tner.g w&s v « • ? . . ; e x , 1 ,-V. tz<\:

were hcdc I L the school'.".uiise;

religion w&.- always yrea^.n^d, _;ic. •pi--eac:.i;;.i.

. seasaons were-preacned in
" • ' • " ' ' ' - - • " • "

they would, have aro'ar JOBS t in is . 'l-nes !;• . uiy

am ^

1 shin*?, aasi huntin^,-I'suppose-, was & 3?6C»;e&t_o:. o: oui ^ >-vc

.we

game for .food.- -uli .stream wej-t i'ull 01 f;-f.h. .'^:..r w'oocs- ?.r;c o;

brakes were ful l o; .vrili gsaa©;' susi. as,- _ticcke;'Sj ^aei, s/u.rre.^,_ rabbi t s ,
- « * • ' _ • " • " . . " . . • • • . • • ' . • • - .

-.etc*' 4*e also g_§.t;i.ex̂ d lo t s of "..uts. Hus.a^ t':;e f5.1l, to -lu-st us^tXI -TiliterJ

these nuts' coa.sie^u. of juci<?^y. nuts,, ualiwr.c,^.y cais," ar,C hage'lauts« . »•



V

We played tssl l j ' Xudiaa p&ll , iied k ' o r ^

WO UK i, 5*,,' "'' u,.-
• . I..T r ••>.

'to ricie'; rope calves and. une lake* -• ^-\;r
• ' : ' . . " • ' " . . . - ' " - » • - • • ' >

x̂ eone'ef 'these doiii. $,. ';h/au •.i.<.i.e.'"v!«

- v - . . - . . A,

r : : a A / . e r , . I ' . . ; , - ! ' . . * ..• .* • ~ \.,^u ~ -<- '

indepBnuently- .oi tsi. c!.;

. It sonw

arm

s v/as s i c : afî  coal- -../

'little'

- - If a

go'buila
•

• If

0/ u<xx "e* z~

I - t- ;

-JU.

d wlio w . W**

and- do io

' • $i?e'0iu

I Snlet lay Iocs ani tixsVi ^.us^ogeV.---• i -

[ • • ' ' . ' * * . " ' • - . - « . . . . - • ' , • '

f • 'IllSjCS •\7SS;" SJlSO 'u. StKl^,1: . X l i iS fiv O?2.€ <.4;jf; t wC >• I.Li.

if'fei^y .to J!~* v

.thonae south.;*pA -east ove^'tiie jrt..<Siftsoii aM Green-Leaf *.ioqn

issed ti» llliaoi-s f '*'* ' ?. . . .. 'V^.i».....a-\.



SILL. INTERVIEW..•
*

. , . the. .trvend. of the ^rkansafe river to f t . Smith, Arkansas, crossing
' * • ' - • ' * ' . • • ; • • . ' - . ' ' * ' • . , . " ' • ' • ' ; •• " . ' ' • • " ' • ' . . . • • . . ' " • • • r . ' ,

"the Arkansas river, at Ft. Smith oh a steam ferry. ..r£here was a Texas *.

road that ran fr̂ 6m.He3r4n|iy-?
e^^y south across .$X creek,, the. Canadian

ji-ver-and 9^ south." •' ' * * . ,' ' • ' ' . - , . * " ' . ' .

There was andther branch "of thp Texas road that r&n .together some

Some called i t the California "road,and others the ^exas road.

•• ' ' FERRIES : ••
', ? '.

The Kevins i?erry cross'ed the Arkansas r i v e r . a t ine .uouth of

Grave river. - ,' '
- " The Bullett Ffcren&n'Ferry crossed tne I l l inois river about 7 or 8

miles uprstream from i t s mouth.. • .

-.. : -rhe- i3ob /ann iferry crossed the Canadian riv.er abqut r" n>iles up
. < , ' - . ' • ' " • ' . ' • , . ;

stream from i t s mouth. . . ' . « , . ;

• • > • c • ' •• , F • " ; ' •

. i 'the Smith /erry crossed the Arkansas river a!out 9 :.iiles east and

. .. . Jhe S'roaen Iioclc iJ'erry orossed the -£Kansas

ihe Lyn'Ch /erry crossea the Arkansas Tiver at riebLe^" sf-sll$, I . T._
• • • • • i ' *

I t f i rs t was a pole, then a cable and then a steam ferry.
• • - ' • ' . • • . . ' • ' . • • ' " • * ' . ! ' . • * ' • • ' • '

1 Ihere w e r e ' f e r r i e s a l l along, cross ing the ^rKansas river^irf nearly

every bottom between ...uskogee, I . . T . aM p t . . . Smith," ^rkansas u t . I '

.oamot. r e c a l l . their names a t 1tiis.ti.me. •• ^ •" ' , ' . ' . . • •
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/ * '

'A

lV*L .

• !." • ' - • ' . " ' , ] RAILROADS . .
• " * , ' • • ' ' " , •

f \ The K. G. Southern built'through eastern
' ?* " . . .

t .close to th6 Arkansas line'from Joplin, Missouri in 1894 andl§^

I . The K.o. Pao. built from Ft. Smith,- Arkansas,-to ^offeyville,' Kansas
•. t

r

?he C. 0. & G. R.R. now^a^llslahd built from Oklahoma Aity} east,
. ' r * '" '. ~ - • V '\ ' -• A . . . . . .

• i n 1 S 9 6 . #
 1 • . • ' . ^ . /

• ' The Mdland /al ley, -Ft* SirĴ th L Western and the 1.. 0. £-, G. H. ;R«

built"along during year of statehood, being 1906 and 1907.

The A . f bui l t through the Oklahoma.Country a year or so

I got to the te r r i to ry , must have oeen 1885-S-7. •
- * . • • ' '

SALT WORKS • ' ; . .

I heard of the lackey salt works that used to be over near the

Illinois river,'on''a creek close to nulleti foreman's Ferry "but that is f -i

all. we went to the salt works for our salt about six niles west of

..ebber F^lls, I . T. on Jierdy Creek* . Theyidid not ^ake salt for • commeTr-t
« , . - . . " • • • •

-than-ihe-jaal.

spring anc ^th^s .spring was protected "with a big hollow, gum log and "

Trom this the water was rslaced in large iron ke t t les and boiled down.
. * x

.-. lonr furnace- l ike affair waa dug in the ground and'had a stove*

cbironey at the one end for the smoke to come out and so the f i re would

cet a draught. The top was laid Hitn rock ana .^lajyisL'th openings on

which to place the kett3.es.. 5^<&°kettle.,,K0ri§Jia)lrsLtout-lOOO lbs . and .

there was 10 or IS .of. them. ' • ' - ' • • . ' , •

• ....I don't-know that.- i t belonged t,o any par t icular one," I-think i t

gaa^L_flOimminity-ownership for I vfliuld s»e-^ i r s t one ££nd \then the other
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- ' ' , - ' • •

o£ the neighbors, down there at wor4c and i f anybody evftr paid for

• I don'T know i t . *- ^ . ' . . .; •'*.-•. ''. '•*'

'" ' r • ' • M H C B E S * • • • • " *•- • ' . . -_-

; Bob Blackstone, about 1-8, Cherokee, fan a ranch on Spaniard "reek

: near the present towii of l«cL£iin,% Oklahoma.^"He handled from 500 to

r 1000 head yearly. His foreman was John Lackey.- • .

. The ranch'buildings consisted of a two-room lO£ house where Lackey

\ and h-is family l ived. The bunk-house was, logs, where the cow-pun "hers

and ranch hands s lep t . The 9ook-shack wac a lean-to of native lumber

on to the' end of trhe bunk house. The corral was a sv^ke snd rider fence, '

a r a i l fence. This ranch "handled some 2 or 300 horses as well as c a t t l e .

The house's were branded " I I I . 1 " The ca t t l e was the "Ox brand. ( ' ' )

The Hays'ranch was near Gum Springs on Georgia ferk "reek, Eftmthwest

of' .»e.bber Fa l l s , I . . T. The nays boys were white :.ien. xhey han-dled

; about 1000 head of ca t t l e j ea r ly , -'hey branded with the flying Ve6(V) .

Some of the Hays boys I understand s t i l l l ive at nebber Falls'. • ""

•ray nind at t h i s time." • " ' . '

: - . ENHANCING -
• v ! • •

I don't r eca l l any scr ipt being issued by anyoae around Webber
* " • • - . . . . . •

"rails, I . T. that was us.ed as a means of exchange. ~t f i r s t , as I reca l l

s t , a farmer or anyone needing mone^ would ^6 to the aer chant and borrow

y reasoaable amount, tuat i s an .assumed aatoimt, gave no note or mortgage,

thisamount .was charged to him and his account was ..jebifed'With what

he purchased or cash -if a small amount was necessary. Later coupon books
' • • • • - • • • • • • • . • • , : • • * * . . • •

g from five centa to one and five dollars by
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*"'SiDso?i-oros*,Hays^J-Ierc. *}o/,. and g]b *,tac;:stor;e.'- These coupon, "books

wefe something liise our .oresent daj .-ice too'.cs, but tha;. v/ere srofod" oaly

where tltey- received them, Cf. coarse, tlJLs cSrt^iled a\lot of feook^eeping.^

• .rhe cil^osest bank was / t . . Snlth, -r.cansasRuntil l'89C'7/hen the^?!

^ t i o n a l ^snl: was opcfted «iat tuskogee, I . T. r >
•ev

t tSteam boats t.hat I reme^K-ftr ther. ca^e-ttv -%-.<=. .-«'.cari.sas; were, The'

• • • * • ' • • • • • ' • ' v • ' •

•"•orae-r" " i ty , .,. ^ . DreTV, ^ry .. a;ic the yrt?o . --11 owned aud piloted

at 11 es bv, "aotain' .""da.̂ el; . -Jhe-,cr. Jre'.v. m^^ have be'.-., o.-.ied bV'^a;

• ybi*r : cut I am not sure. The Lucy .ial';er, v7ss oTOie-d ana piloted\by
px-:n Joe Vann, T'u by r..:alter Huff and the l.\auiaelle\

I^yflower and Ft. Smith. I do not renieabe,r"~^ULjo?.'ned.th^n. The ?tV Sinith
• ' • • .

' vras t.he boat-I oaaie oir to this -?ou\try as I tola you.

'• ' . / x

:;-.ere-was a steam ferry at f t . 3-u.th, -irl<-a.:sa£, -orte i t a..i&!i£.-,

and o-:e t ..v-ebber Falls, x. T. across ~h^ ..f:<ar.sâ  river. I io uot

• . . . . . . s

- knoT? '.rho owned then, .only the, o - at .'ebler 2'i.lls. I t •f;as»-&wr.ed by

-ill crops were sentrtq market b; steac. Noats t.o / t , Jxaith, juittle

\&€\. .e..*pl:is_ and I'.ev?..Or leans for soinetiiae ever, after •cue rai lroads

."ere*\uiit du? to lower freight rates..* x.ocs vier.e b-.i^ed t>; steuu boats

iOTn...t*i- r iver . *'>y and. corn TTCLS the principal shipments et f i r s t j&nd

Lat*--r &,a^s c o t t o n . / . • • ' • '"• • . • ^ ^ &/-

' • • • • ' " . ' / ' . r • ' , .r " ~ ^

' Zst.tXe were driven to, Ft. Ssdth, Arkansas aiil loaded >on trains

trijjs 'for.mrisBt...' >>fter the Ho, Pac'; B. R. "built thxousl; "in ,13,88 .they
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V UNITED STM32S'L«RSKALS

. Yes,'- I have.rrTft anCv-I"&new quite-a fev of the old IV S. Larsh&i3* '.

.1 remember; Heck' Thtfeias/ Ike^kjsgre, • l^rank Qi'jtori,- ' i l l Til^hrna'n, Bud
« • • \

. d,QiLi?oii_i;eis .&jt;_one'Jirae tfli? TieaC of Xatrosal-

Guards and.i t was he that c;or.ralled old Ahitto Karjo. when.,"hey had v?h»^

f-.hey palled tlie '"rasy Sna\:e z ^ e l l i o n i.ot '̂ any /esr£ j^-o. - e l l i t was-

aft,er statehood in 1^07.̂  I?ZXJX^&E€'~XP be t>;̂  -1 i'g shot in 'seeping

is- ii, the diffeVentdistricts o f rhe different

Nations of the jFivB'Tribes. '

.T buf I have seen •not know personally any o^.J

'4.11,.- -̂ 1 Jennings,,.The Suck Gsn-r, P-.t O^Ialle" and others .
*" • • • ' " • ' v \ " ' •

the . terr i tory in j a i l at ct., Staith,%«rkansa^ When -S-^as over

a f different tirnes. I did not know Ahe ..-alton-^oysV out ;I have heard

outlaws. _ Jrans-Walton., Jhey .say. wŝ - M}led by a horse thief ,while' he

was I'. . 3 , Marshal-in 1885. Of course, baaX and l-.db vras k-illed in

robbin-. tae oan'k a t "of fe:,rville , Lansas arid th.eir fetheor, a fine old,

)bri abiding man a l l his. days, died in" IPSa, near Ooffeyrille,' Kansas.
. - • • . - . . • • • ; . ; • \ - • • •

The- Dalton boys was born and-raided in Kansas. •

:• I knew. Ohas.' Floyd "Pretty ,3oy" well. \0f course, his\doings a l l

happened so recently you know $s mxiah about -Jmm, as I do, ifVonly from-

reading the -newspapers and. they have i t richt\froin s t a r t to finish'. '



. - / • . ' - \ •

• LIFE MO fOSTQfcS 0? Ttfc- "KEROEEBS HJiJIAIB'

•£he Indie-rfb were .very amicable an*. ^ ^
• ' • v. 3:—-= - *• j T V - - ; - ' ^ '

y were, na tu ra l t i I l e j r a j ^ ^ f ^ ' s o i J a a farmed whc.t you would c a l l in"

a oru>*e_..way. -nil of our fa rmin^ was ^ruue. in '•;« beginnin£ out.

Tndiins v/ere slov, to »tMke uo-an'<

"V *rhe;,"raised corn, o-m- ground i t vd^h >" mortar fao>; t̂-
\ ' '

wa~ , of coursf , t»he^r c-ren b l o o d s todav ~f1c
A - ' — ' *

o

hominy an•! Other kiods of

i 'livi,-. , /roir. tr. -orn tM-\ z.iau'-- b

,b5' adcin- -ou;;, :r.i,. -:ut te : v i-itn 9:

hei'p v&M-s were principally' «.lli 'raiic. x'̂ ey liu aot care for

pork o:\ beef as l o i - o- vanison, turkevs, Vt". were plent iful , j ey
A. \

offen-imes dried ^ s ^ ^ ^ 8 0 " and ••otncr meets; likewiso, vrilu f r u i t s '

Trc^ sesdlin~ t rees , vie^ also ate io;s_of

berriW and honey. * . _ !̂i:—~— -* " - •

., • They tW<?ht prac t ica l ly a i l their wesrm ",apuarei s t t;,e .stares.

\
It" .an Ijgaian- aied xhey wouia wrap niin ur I:i .a claa-vftt and ^ut

fdth 'iir- corpse his beads, weapons aaa qt'ner trinVets an., t .en i lx £ r

comfortable place up~ on tne jo i s t s of u e oaoin'iij v.t.L^ .:•. live'w and

the rest G./ thtsgi .TOfuld moye out ana leave i t to him ar.a ouila Uie.^selves

early

as

other cabins.

• This pract ic^ of their burial .w ŝ discontinued alon̂ T i:i the

9O's.when the Govelnraent compelled thew. to, make boxes ana bury tli

we do today.'



\S*IK«i- HELlA

The Indians doctored Entirely with bark,\roots and'

id-a cure for fevery i l l . home of the things^ ftsed werjL w

' ; •• V - '"\ V " V ••'" •
pil wood, butterf ly root, slick leajf Burdock, mullen, Visp;

1 \ ' ^ * \ *
fkey claimed, if ^hey would'ta^ke wisp^and sfcrape-^own o^ i t ,. \
pur̂ ge them and if x̂ ie-y scraped up, i t would vomit \them. Vphes©

is were made int>o\a.tea. \ ' . \- • • A " \ ^ '

a tga dn:!.that., waŝ "\a 'bl.oQQ\
-roots were ^ e\ - ' \ \V \

;>.ullen Ooze was made by btJiling'raullen leaVves dow:i tci, a thie
and was used for cVts and swollen.-j*oii\ts_

Butterfly roots were na^e to a tea and tha^ would brealk\a chi^.1. (•;

the plaoe of our quinine1 )\ Yes, they\ had *nHnW_-remedies'." T"r"emexaber\

one old medi cine-mah as t3jhj?y calledV

was--t&.e.Pilasterxnind on the c^ncootion\of i

uoodard.

f V/5APOKS

\hey confided in ana who

name\was Geojge

•. The "bow and arrow: • . Bow\ was nade\ of* 3ois-»;e-Src"
\ \ ' '" \ '" \ '

deer sinew and arrow from swaW, dogwood land feathered. \They usWally used

a sharp spike in the end of the arrow so i t would pierce\ the object

struck. Of course, some had r i f l e s but a fullblood \was r\eally gtyod with

the bow and arrow and wo îld ratr\er use i t for hunting and \even fc

\shoo'tins f ish . . " • \

' INDIANS PAINTS

They painted . their fades witmaoft rockc of different dolors, and

frlpm mixtures raa.de of barks*' Polk\berries wene used to^painij faces red.



. I N T E R V I E W , - •

- • • ••'• . • I N D I A N ^ " f e . "-. • • . ' . '. ' '

would^clwls, cups, end bric-a-bracs out of clay. ' Baskets

Wre made into a l l sh^es aid sizes out .of hickory bark and-cane

stripings. , . . , „_ •

-Stands-, tfcbl-es and-chairs were^made from spli t hickory braifch/ss

and willow sapplii^jj^ ": .£ r

d,e'coon* skin caps', paper'hats aad\feether head gears.

j , and'bracelets were m&de out of^tiny shells and beads

from clay and colored, if beads could not be re-eived readily

at the stores. ' t . . . . ' \ . . •

IKDIAK STxC.̂  "JB,

J jlhesLhada green corn feast and staap dance every yeai, asually

during the month'of July or when the corn was at roasting iar stage.

Tl^se dancer would.last for days. They would crin- green cijirn, ven-

ison,, wild ganB am birds of a l l kinds and sometimes a beef.- The corn

was roasted in the .ashes and they called themselves barbecueing their

aaiBEl, for blood would run' out of i t , i t being so raw), The ,g

corn and meats'were their d.aily fliemi-for the days therel

;:he men would sit"around, smoice^hd drinfe-, if they nad any-J

an^the women did a l l the wcrkv I have seen the Vflaen vd'th their babie^ '

(papooses) strapped, to a board, standi'ng up by a tree while they wereC

outtinf: wood, do'ing the cooking and even while they dancedt

\ During the dances the jnen wore^coon skin caps and som^ vrith feather

ihead gears. The women wore long dresses, .very loud colors,^shells - / ^
I ' * ; • •• • '• " ; . . • ' •' . { ;

Trr1.«t. and ankiss so as to make a noise and a l l yfooop,,
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., Xhe women, did more to t t l ing .than dancing and" the bucks would paw l ike

: ) a h o r s e o n l y t h e y k e p t - i n o y i n g ; * • . , • >
• . • " ' • . - . . " " • ' • • ' • . ' ' •

•" /
 U N D I A N LAYfS • - ' • . • .

The Cherokee Nation was divided into, nine d i s t r i c t s aa} in .each

I dis t r i ct_was a court-house in^^iich court "was held under t r i b a l laws.

They had a t r i a l -jtidge, Pros. Atty. a sheriff and his deputies. There

were no j a i l s , and sentence was meted 'ou t̂ by a certain number of lashes

at t.he vtiipping post-; ^n India.n nev%r had to make a bond for his' appear-

ance. If he was tolu to be present a certain day for t r ia l , ' . . jp . Indian

was. always t i e r e . "3ach, .of che -^ive "i.vilized t r ibes also had their

own officers for the i r particular- nation; i . e. Principal "'hief,

•Treasurer, Representatives, e t c . . •, . , -

All off icials were elected by popular vote of the ci t izens of the

tribe both for the Nation ana the d i s t r i c t . This form of government

continued among the tr ibes un t i l 1898 when "Congress passed a'n act

known as "The Curtis ^ct;M abolishing t r iba l courts,made allotments of

land to the Indians ajod for appointment of townsite cdinassions e t c .

The land prior, to the naming of allotments was owned joint ly tiy the

Indians and -they paid no taxes, even today res t r i c ted Indian lands are

exempt for tax.

The white people in the^Sation were, not submissive to the t r i ba l

courtts, aut were taken by U\ S. Marshals oberating in the t e r r i t o ry ,

particularly in my part of the Cherokee Ilation to Federal Court at

Ft. Smith, Arkansas.



\ '\. • SWIM,'•'BILL..»Em-EW.

• OPENING OF -INDIAN LANDS TO ".SITE SETTLERS • :

• < . ' . . . : • • •

." .' Vftiile my mother came.here with the intention-of, my being old enough-,

tq homestead some land for- us if the country was opened for settlement^, r •

yet by 'ftiat time we were doing well and getting "along'comfortably and I •"

.never did make a race.
* " f ' , *

. i »
 r " - _ . •

^ ' * • ' ' • * - . , * . *
V r

) The f i r s t opening I remerubervwas the Oklahom'a "ou-ntry in'1389^

then'"things got hot in Congress and other opening occurred in rapid

succession. The reservations of the vftld Indian's" <.7ere opened in &11

parts of 'the country from 1892 t-o 1896. The largest opening during

this period-was opening of the Cherokee s t r i p inJ.S93. /his itierokee r

f caused ln t s of comment among the Iherokees because the
Government only paid them seven and a:-hslf ndrlli-on 4-ollar_s^ while the

cattlemen 'offered, at one. tITfie", eighteen.million and the Government

would not a.ccept that amount,for them. . ' -

:" - ' ' ' • ' " L̂LQT Llk̂ TS ^15; SAT a :1S . . - • ' .
* . . . *

^ yient about to enr-oll

a l l Indiana usho were citizens' of '.the t r ibe so they could become eiti.zens

of .the United otates and accept allotments of land, severally. This idea

of an Indian becoming a" ci-tizen of the United States always seemed

funny to me and the humorist, -V/ill I-.ogJers, explairied.ihis thoroughly when

some one asked him if his'rel&.tions came to this .country on'the I;ay-' .

fXower and he answered.them by,saying, |"Nor my people" met *he boat.Tt

• V •
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, the /"herQ^ee' . i i ' j t lo^ wss made OA. a p p r a i s e d va lue of •• •.<

the lan<5 of . ; '5 . '00to '6..0Q $n a c r e *anQ no c i t i z e n of th<? t r i b e was to" .

•receive more than $320.00' worth of l a n d ' a n d t h i s accoun t s for sonfe of
. . > • ' . * > •

' - • * ' . • • •

the 'Vherokees o*ily-getting aboftt 5C acres-while, others received 160
^ * -

acres, -also /siren allotments werevmade they lu.'claaed negroes who .had been

slaves before the Civil '•Jar. -i'lje In^i'^ns, all~?jioes" j5i jfe^tecr 'to, this* '

but. i t was finally afreed that tuey should sha^e vrlth t^e luctians a f t e r { ,

much persuasion an- lot ^ c heat^a deb'-tes* ^. , ^ *' " •

The Therokees -ot t?r".; t/ie;'.^.rAled br̂ &u r«sy, nis" f*r a., t.i'-1 gro-vern-

raent every once an", "awhile, mngin£':" from 7'.-t.-ccr -I4.-v---'. f ^oajs l

y.'tst •the^'.-c&lled^old se"'tlrrs payment, 'tr.^t was due. trhr :.i-bst of" their
tsirent^ a.c count' t'heir^r.'ir.oval frohi .>-eore>a ana "ITS -̂btu ,̂ in IS?? . , rhis

payinerrt"w€.s";"iaaoie.alQn.- as I re^erib^r i-t. a^.sncrt .wr.il^ -.--rare the opening

of'tT-j* Ofcishpuis: '"oivntry "i£- lrv~;9. and i f .ads: t hsvo ^^e'.-yih I C?-vr- ISi.E.
- " . • ' • • . " ' • "

• ' ...he .seven am r '"hal-C 'ail.i-ion-dolors iho .overnraPii- paia

^J_rJ^_was_ijaLd to the:., o5k c.'per oapi-a -oas'lr.* i:; XSiZ

ne-:x4?es.or fr'eedrae:-;,' ^s*-they were ' ^ l l e _ , got t-^eir" portion

''I?''I?hese paynjents "were ae.de to tht- "hero^esi- -::t"Ti;:it-c,_ r'"-,r - i

and . obb-r i ' d l s , I , . .

/ •

• ''Jor.***or the .principal "hiefs, loc-tec. .. t tr.e ^tions Hepitoi of

the. \*:erokees *#ere-4 ooe. '.'..-ayes, % J.- ' .&rric, da;.. . . / ^ e ; , .". '%
end I'or̂  ->uffin.-ton..
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t>t

.to

{"here ws(& two ' f a c t i o n s nr l i o l t t i o c l r-T'ou ;„..:. .' .;ie,:- weret

ho * o^s Fort '" n,Tt'. +ir° Dovrriiv ,o?,r'- . ''.•-: t ' iiih.- «e ,..'Aro so^? iu)t e l e c t i o n s

"''.;+ t!1?-" >?'̂  r.ii"1 t o wh-J. f: ••" v.Tr«re i1, be e^arij, da;, s . , .

'o«; '-OP ol;i Vreaty Par-t;' t u i t caucei. tuiiir removal

•-„:": 7 \ .r!;/ : r \ tha ola'

n though onl ay , 7 f . o a K , . . ^^ -. t - ^ .ji_-te,,

o i / i : r - ' o C - - n o t M 1 . ' " " r e ' > 1 ' u - - 0 c . 5 ;.-

cour t >nuse l.t V-^rr rfts-;'

n Ts
» W

'Later t;ie;" >ai l . , •

a g iecs or" -paper :

1 given ta 'v>'e one-, :

e t - for .:--^ V

for ais cei ; .

r.anu i^. to ^

c>r,.5; ' \ , - r ..-..

zxex .-> ̂ .u > e



,SY/IMM,;

• - . • • > . • . ' • • . . • v»y> *

a man flho.'^ears acquaintance. Ke feels*a l i t t l e hesitancy

to, ta lk of his e a r l / lif.e and 'er.i^er'iences. ani will-not dwell oh1 the way

his father los,t his l i f e . Vhe mentioning of. any of his re ia t iues is remote

save his -mother. YJhat.Jiq does, t e l l I feel i s ccr.rect far /he seenis.to be

\a. inaa. that would\"not t e l l anything df ^e d idn ' t ' l r^ l l thpr t ruth .

He is a nan highly respect-ed and loved, by a l l ,.is nH';hbors and

associates ard feels proud of bis a c t i v i t i e s in the* la^i'm pf Oklahoma in

his humble way the-grend s ta te , t h a t - i t is today.

Jxtsrb) ire and-his Jot her sterte-i the-ix l ives together and teiru; .so

handicaoed. v«i.thout-a father to a s s i s t the*;;, they encountered aanx, hard-

ships, out he fou^i.t the fight an<i\t..oday in his ' l a s t days he i s rather

coaCortably-situei^d" and t'ake^life jast ^s i t ca...es. "he. i s active anc

jolly'j apparently ..he seetas jnone the worse froti a l l that he has endured.


