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Interview with
Bill Swinm® -
. : - by
e ' + 'Le We Wilson, Field Work
L | April 13, 1937.

to ms. 'Die_d at Mclain, I, T. in 1903. She was 58 yrs. old waen she
Ld@éd, ’
Faigher and mother's names sound a little Indian-like but‘th
Wmm

say I am a white man. ' g =

REMOVAL TO INDIAN TERRITORY

l . There was three families of friends and relatives of my mother

‘coming to*‘the—lndiahez\ﬁtory, belleving it vas the land of oppor—

e -

,tunity. You see mother was a widow and I was only 8, boy in ny early

tems end ‘chey told her, maybe thet some of the_unaSSigned lands of'g:'

the Territory may be Opened up to settlers by the f&ovérnment(‘by the
. a ‘ . .
time I was-young man, and I could homestead a plsce and she and I
' s S “ _
could have'a home all for ow own; as we had nothing badk in lississippi

1

am no chance t0 apquire anything. . ~ oot

L
oL
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wite, e.‘" . »
Ue came by train to Pt Smith, Arkansae and from there we came

*

u,p the Arkansas River by steamboat. The boat on which we came was

nlmed "The Fort Smith" Webber Falls, I. T,. was our de'stination. We

finally reached our destination after two de.ys and nights on the river. =

The trip aﬁ‘orded ms gresat pleasure as it was the longest rido 1 had
ever takon on a boat of any kind. All along the banks were dense

bot tom timber and cane brakes, which I soon learned upon my arrival were

. ‘o

only dens for wild animals of all kinds. We made two stops on the boat

before me reached Webber Félls. One was at Skulleville. I wont forget
‘ it; The boat “s"oundeg the whistle for the ianding about a mi‘;.te: down °
stre am fml;x Skullovii;e and by. the time the bo;; landed all the people
'in.'the village were down to the river bank to meet it. All ki?ds of
people, whites, colored, Ind.ians and half breeds end 811% Of cpurée,

I could understand the whites and negroes, but I looked ang listened

vith amazemeflt at the Indians, They were a new peopls in my youné life.

‘I‘he tovm turned out the same way at Tamaha, I. T, and llkemse at

- -~ [

~Wiebber Fails. The new ‘was. wearing off and I was rather used to every-

:' - \
thing by the time we reacha\d Webber PFalls,

\

Soon the folks settled down and went farming. Mother and I stayed

2 . . . \

with my Uncle and family until I was large emough to care for her and

1 did care for her until she died. She never married sgain. I ain now
J : \ _

P69 yaars old and never married nor even cane near it. Mother“s life .
N d..n-u" c
 Was my life and it was for her, t‘he only woman that I sver loved and

PRy

‘Mh whom I thought 1 cquld live with and be hap\py, and many hanpy days.

'we had together, ‘ ‘ 4 , - \\‘

»
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‘then I was dqne with thab ofe &nd got we another’ dause i‘.:'knew to pro-
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Oh, yes, I went with the glrls. I had all’ kinds; .-white, half breed's :

anﬁ full bloods ;ut I never could love any 01“ them but I enjoyed

their oompany until 11: was bor esane., I guess you call 1t jealous ang

+

long a courtship waz doing the young‘,la‘dy an injustice,

-

-

SGRICLLIVRY £, ZUDUSTRY
we People x'a;ere interested pri;iciiaall}} ‘in‘ raisi.ng only ~enou=z,‘n. {or home
use. e raised corn and lots of the cou. .on gerden vegetables., e had ‘
no large aoreage, just a cleared spot and with only & smalil plot of gré&hd.
:Of wurse, we produced nothing for *he market, Lates we started:
to-planting cotton and raising some hogs and cattle. It was the moﬁey
from the hogs wnd cattle, tim t'm‘a sought the mast of our ‘clu‘p"th.i.ng and

household necessities, tocether with furs and hides: from Wild warmints

N .
end 4nimals that we would trede or sell. “ "

~ .

\\\
A\

ve first used oxen for our work animals, then horses or rather

- - . -
oy E P
»

»—xaonies.M There was a number \01‘ wild b.cr ses on :b‘.ld Horse prai:cie and

the folks mula catch t‘*.ese smg,ll 'aild hccrses and "\rea{ tnez:/s. tcs ride,

”~ E \ S~ hnde NI

-
Grive and wcn'k. Some of these horses ho"xeve, Yiuev: “mgde good work
) A 4 - .

\% el s .

apimals tmt good cow-ponies., e did our plowing with‘ ™mat we called a

deer tongue ana harrowed the round vith an "A" hgifrow made from a‘i:“drk )
: N
of ‘a trez and the teeth were sa**eﬁnes wood. he /:ould get iron tgmth
) \
at tie store in .;ebber Falls ar order thein ouv qf Ft S‘mith. 3*'kansas.

//

is modern farm taols cane,into teing the yop/le kept abreast with the

SRRy

" times un’cil wie. hau plo.ws, cultl vators, wa@ons,. momnu mnh;nes ete, R

-
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.Gom and cotton was.produced extensively and.became the money crops along

-‘the I«rkansaa 'ﬁivw .valleys. :-&; VL el ‘

, ’ w o .

- Rallroads through the, eastnrn m,r% crf Ol{la‘;\maﬁ 41@ wuch tow&r‘;‘:i"fhe
nhéncpé lr’lto"the Ji“e 51‘ *ﬁe peoP e and ..i: bncfame no mere uhe rano1:e o
r«»c(ZEQ‘I‘: tﬁ‘"ﬁ it ’v.rav in.oy weaw-l:,/r da*’s. -9 for( 10n§; tir:le - Gr p"endea.‘ -

-on °1;emnboats and frel,:,ht suppf" wau on tr“ms to ‘“I‘:LL .m everything'} " i:"

.5 . - i . "»
Ft,.Smith, Arimeceg was the mecca for this part ¢ %.e sountry for it
N '~ . . . .

as ‘au:i" n=arést reilroad stafion until sne 3t. & Ler s oo S0Outherz $.R.

pow the Mo-Pag. 1. 7. built out of -%. Smith, arksnsas to “offerville
. bl I 3

R A .

v'\‘."‘- DA ',’ - ’ N . s . w.-\"-‘
‘Kensas =nd later the I. 4 G. R.R. now the hapmsas Tity, soutnern R.

] LT o _ T o
buiTh south out..of ..T-oplih,, MCo to Port arthur, ;e::&u. There was ngt wany
o - s ) '

Arallroaus Wils u"mouc?' Indian ’I‘erritory cetueen .h, periods of 1690

“and 1900 vut af+er l@bb e ny roads started builain an'ﬁ;it :3s txr‘“'\
5‘33“?’*5‘“*;—“ e e
— ) . i .

l"’t. .3. & e 'R_. Reegns the LY. R. T, z,hj';t o'genea up the l'arge coel fjields

Pl

ithe&{ists in Le lore hashell "‘ou:*-::‘of toda, &s well ‘ac the J.0 & G¢ RyR.

\7 ¢

s and the les i a.m zmc

=, *QA'LMMMJ.

~

rmnes aromd ,.a.aml: Piche;r and ,»ardlr I. P, ,‘ ; U ‘-'

:L ’ In u\d_dition ’co cotton and corn am mtu‘the setl J.eismenr’c o“ @agss.g;ne_dw E
P\\ . "/ e .
klands in «,he destera’ psrt of the Territor:f, ot SO_Dl‘Oiu"'tive iar cotton\

: i oy - -
Exef’nd f‘ﬁ'u, 'c“ne neople_s began ralmnm w‘w; st far & s’sapi :ro;; 'an.;‘ soxge milc,
‘kafflr coI:n and . sQrggn;;l 'toefl’le. 4, ‘ ‘ . - LT :- | ®
fsides coa.l 1ead ana ,;imc, came 013 and gas. v.ellu,' nton ore and ';

~

cement,k hme, .and plaste:c depcsits so benei‘loial “or rue::.xfactu“mg and

. "

buiding pmrposes‘_ L : LI
e o e T
B .o, o o .
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T T Ay ' . Pet
the trend of the urkansais river to Ft. Snitn ~Tkansas, erossing =~ *
. ” s - - o L A |
,the .n:ckansas rlver at Ft. bmith ofy a steam ferry ,ffhere was & lexas
’ - ’l'tf B 1 * . ".____
road that ran frcm Ney,in§ erry south across "‘lxe, creek the Canadian
\/:—\ . r ; A _ = P
‘:rive:c and “on south. e L
A b - - * ) A K ) 3
“here was anOthe* branch ‘of the I’exa's road ’chat ran ,together 'some '
-p:ééénaom.in ..th&when,tw ,L«Ia.ti,on, thet ,use;,tn mr' At o"‘ ';_mllavillgud_ ,,,,'.f;;;;": N
3 B e -
bome cal.led i’c the alii‘arma road, & otners tha _exas rosd. )
FERPI . . : o ‘
- ) _ ) » ’, g
) The Eegins ferry crossed the arkensas river ut iae .outh of '
Grave river. . L : C : ) -

" The Bullett‘ Fm:eman Ferry crossed tne Illinois river ebout 7 or 8

;mlles up-stream from its mouth.

" he aob fann Ferry crossea the Jenaiian river abgut 7 miles up
},stre‘am from it_s mouth., . . ° . s L ;
Z:~ L et . - ] " , ; .
- .. The Smith Jferry crossed the .rkansas river alout ¢ niles east and .
i_:', .. ) ,l“',‘“\h ‘ , " . . ) . e o .. v
‘2-‘;niles‘ﬁ'sdiz’h'h of nzusleméee I T . R -
R R - B i . .
; .“*he Frcaen .ﬂ)ck rerry crossea iie .rkapsds TiVer abqu'c Z mles
-easn am lmile. north.mu.msm e.,..I. e T [ S

,.‘15 Lynch fOTTY crossec the arhansas TlV—'eI‘ at seby x‘ﬁalls' I. T.

I*b first was 8 pole, then a cavle and' thezg & s*ceam ferry _ ‘ '
. There we;ere' ferri.es all ?ilong _crossing t}ne ;.rl;anSas ;'iv.e‘r'_jir: Qeg;isf
overy bott‘ém)"be‘Ween j..:uskcgée, I. T, zxd (1., Smit'h,';rl{ang‘e.xs"- ut I
Eoéﬁpﬁt.;'éggii their rames &b this tms, : . ' .

I
.
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. & . . ' ot \~ "“} , i‘s; ‘ Y\?\\\,\\ﬁ? ‘{Hx‘ .
S 'he AK Ce Sou-chern ouilt through eastern India %efzf;;’é"}“’ s‘\»néhlt‘
” TR RN
, close t0 t};e Arkansas line i‘rom Joplin, nissourl in 1894 and 5%
; , e a g .
The ho. Pag. bullt from Ft. Smtth AI‘kﬂHS&S,tO offeyville Kansas
’ ¢

E'in 188789. . - e SRR |
L ?he C. 0. & G R. R. ndﬁ‘ﬁﬁe“\lsland buth frqm Oklahoma 'ity, east,

l ’ N r , oy ‘,»
. P .
“in 1596. SR o .

>

© The Lidlend Valley, Ft. Sr iﬁh Western and the ... 0. & Go 2. 'R,

built along during year of statehood, ;o'eiﬁg'lQOé and 1907. .
. . ¥/
_The a. ! built through the Oklahoma Tountry & vear or so aftyy
e - / ,

-

1 got to the territory, must have been 18‘25 6-7.
S4LT woﬂas L ' FIS

1 hearu of the . ankey sal‘c wor ks th tused ©o be over near the

t
.

Illineis river;on’e creek close 50 ullett Foreman's Ferry but that is , 4%

all. we went to the salt warks for our salt about six miles west of

,ebber Fglls, I, T. on sierdy ’.‘reek _’f’he:f&»dif* not —eke salt for-commg“r-:

?
<

”*ra%'em“peﬁesﬁewherzthan Mmmood.‘ . _Inp ui&!’:‘d" “reck was a salt

- spring and :sh spnng was pl‘OueCtea mth e tig nollow num 109' and

2 o )
Zrom this tHe water was placed in large iron retiles and bcileo. govm,
* T . . N - >{

~-lan: furnace~like affair wa: dug in %he ground and had & stove-

-

- chimney at the one end for the smoke t0 coOme out and so the fire would

cet a &raué:ht Ihe top was laid with rock anc . {l'ay.

P

~whleh o place the kett],es.. :Lacr kettle_-._-??al""f"

wih openings on

atout- 1000 1vs, and

~ . . ‘,.;__, LI

he was 10 or 12 of tbem. _ e .,

' . . ) . §
1 aon't know that. 11: oelouged to any par‘"ioular one. I thm}: it

Y

&as e_aommuni ty - ownershlp for I would see f:.rst one ang- then the other
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o£ the nelghbors down there at wo.'nk and if anyboay ever paid for & T
. T far X " L e T

don'*know it. »‘- L . B ” , AP
R - RENCHES -~ . - ° '~ .- L e

3ob Black‘ét'qne about 1-8 Cherokee, Tan & rench on sloén'iérd "reek

near the prnsent tovm of u.chin,\ Cklahoma. "’e handled from 500 t6
r & .

1000 head year 1y. xii;s~f0r§man was John u.ackey'._-

£ B f’. N . . . .. . . ; '.
. The ranch ‘buildings consisted of e two-romm log zouse where lLackey

* K4 . . L

; ‘ ,
end his family lived. TIhe bunx-house wac logs, wi.ere the cow-pun-~hers

and;anch hands slept. The 8ook-shack we. & lean-to of native lwaber
4 . . , !
, on to the end of the bunk house. Ihe corral was a siuke end rider fence,

[
- - -

a r=il fence. This ranch'handled ‘sloine 2 or 300 horses &s well as cattle.

IS

'I‘heh/‘or/ség’ were branded "III.™ The cattle was the “dx brand. { ' )
The HZays ranch was near Gum Springs on eorgia Ferk “reek, douthwest

of rebber Fglls, I..T. The days boys were whité ..en. fhey handled

goout 1000 hesd of cat%le,gearly. -hey branded with the Flying Veg(V)

H

~

3 Some of ‘the Hays boys I under stani still live a_’c +ebber Falls, Lo

-

p———1-knew-of < 1ot4uo;‘ee~ranchpef«m 1 these avp_thc_au;atanqm& ones in

4

—jmy zind at this: time.
_EANANCING - .
- - . " . !\ . k

I don't recall any script being issued by anyo.e eround wiebber

¥

-
° #

f%“al;s, I. 7. that was used as a means of exchenge. ..t first, as I recall
L .4, a farser or anyone needing money would z0 to the :er chant and borrow
3 . . ‘ : ) ET . R CoL
f o reaso.able .amount, tuat is an .assu.ed amount, gave no note or mortgeig"e,

his amount was. charged to him and ms anoount was ebﬂ;ed mth v?:hat

the pa:c"hased o* cash 1f a snall amount was necessar Laoer coupon boon:s

-~

’eemglna from five cents t0 one and five dollers by
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igson )ros.,ﬁa s/erc. ’ﬁ.’;, 'arii 'gb ‘Z’lac;:s,tone.l
'mra s ,., . \ -
were aomethmg ln.ke -our oresen‘b da’\, -J.CE’ ~oo ﬁs by t th f‘,

vmere uh.ey,ree-eiwfed them. Cf, cOuJ;se t‘uc mrt l % a\lat o; goo lgoeping.r.

""he c},psest bunk vas v*‘t;, Sro.th, .xo ;ansasmntil 3. 8.,

. & .
- P
.»\atlonul ')8nu was ope fed at .nsko:zee, MO ‘
. . . -~ >
‘~;«4fwﬁ»ﬂphﬁmmw,zmww,wSTﬁﬁiu" On.5 .T‘T‘m-h, ;gg;;;;;; R Wt
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Steam toats that I rem e ~=r t.‘u“ cexe Uy HA L wmJIA . yere, The .
A Y . .

Taraer SiNY, we T Rre?:, LT L. 846 the yErRe , =11 owned aué piloted
- ) - ot

t L. es by “aptein’ Mexel: . -The-.m Jrew TR, Leve be “EDT.
‘ . “a '*’ .

yhar: tut I am not sure, The lucy .&liier wis owned and piloted by -

RN . - .
Oep*-in Joe Vann, The cel.di l-.w& by walter :fuff and the & auine;.le,

- N -

‘I\zyflowe,r and i, S,mith. I do not vemembe‘\%w\owned thé=. T Y Smith :

wes the ooat I came o to ¢ -rogxtry as T t0ld you. ‘oo

:.,

. . / 3
_sere.was & steanm ferr}; et ¥f. Saith, arxsisue, one =1 ausl
L 2 . v S - . -

wnd ane &% webher Falls, 1. T. esross ~he .ri@nsag river. [ 3o

. . . ] ' '&

g now vho owned then. .only the ois 2t .ebler Fulls. It Vas~owred

v 25 T R r‘ - 2 - . .. -~ . i
Jou :y:f? aal wock Gampbell. . e -

R EAREERISS CRPS . . [T e
=Xl 2TODS wnre ael,*'to m«r.«:e., t, stean ~oats to v, bmith, vpittle
B, 8“*‘:-,3;5 and ew, Omeuns “0* °om°‘t3.me ever af-er

-

N

-t -
X the railrosas

1 "er;a"'xui'it aus we lo'ver f;reWg t rates.’ L08s we:c.e buired o stez;m voats

puow. . vio river., ‘Tay end, corn. ‘was the nri xclpal ...hlp.leuts et fn‘qt m.d

<

-
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:attle were driven to It. Suith, 'ar?&éﬁnsas' gns, loedeéd -on iraigs

B lot-r saue zotton. ) ‘ - T N R
kT . : )
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.. t:iel‘ﬁ* 01‘ mrﬁet‘ .xf'bel‘ the 11&00 P&C' .uo R- \1 t thouqb . ;1‘\1"_:\_"38 ‘.hey
o . ST "‘__"—'——_ - N et * ,'v

«—-—-.——-':~“"* s ‘
soeged oen gars at adveauagem geints on the ra.lrnad. A
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B es I have mét and Idcnevz quite fei' of the o‘liﬁ U. 8. l.arshals. .
o . *s g i
I remember. neck Thm.as E}“ef«ggé@rs,-:rank C u*on, #1111 Tilehman, Sud
. . - . -~ ' e - \ o ’ . )
ALedbet*er. : = S . .
. 7,.- O /‘ - /::g . . N ) 3 > ',‘ - . — \
v__.w_.;.aa:ank Lfouﬁfon___x::a ‘_'_:, one. time Bhe “head of the Oklahoma a‘n onal L e

- A \ . . 4 .
f:he:,' called the <razy Snake I_Sﬁ‘.:eféllion z.of \.‘anv sesTe £:0. «ell 1t was
. - -x' . .
rigut after stutehood in C~'7.ﬂ STE /aﬁ’é e tie tig shot in ¥eejing

< o
goyn T phts afte* ﬁne elecvl ans; 3 lx the dif fe\eu‘bdlwrlcts of- ?hgngfferen‘t

& o AT

Netions of the five Iribes.’

)

-

T 4i% not know persone . the-outlays out have seen

“herokee 2All,- al Jenﬁiﬁg,,.me ¢k Seag, Pt Olialler and others ’
,-._from the territory i 3&11 gt t. Spith, n-k&uS&S when Towas over there

at dr’i‘erex- ui ws., I d1d not know elton-boys|, dut I aave .1@3:& ~
oti:er‘f‘s Tﬁ f)fse 00 HIJ cfowaws BE{S o mersit &—%MWTH
autlaws. . :ranh gi‘i on, \z;,h,ev say, wac Al 3,19‘?‘?,‘3'_, hor) e thl ei‘ thlé' he Ny

was U. S, &::3rshal~in 1985. Of course, Grst and l."‘.db wa leillec‘g in”

robbin: the dank at “offeyville, iensas &nd *their fet ek, a fine o0l4,

)_)a\*: abiding max_l_&l_l his. dasrs, died in 1868, near “offeyviile, Kansas.
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The T@ndi&ri%» were Very é_mi eable ane. attendea\ tar blfei“"ﬁ;)mﬂne ss.

I .
R . - " -

.hey were hatural tillers. of-v¥¥ sou\ & farrred x\vh t you would eell in’

- ‘5’",’\ L, e

y) 0y

;

. . o A' ‘ ! - ’ + ¥, » . .
Q erude_wayY. all of our. farmia- was cruue. in e ceglzmi'ng vut t,h% g
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I}iiians were slov to ebake zw an» thin: ;;qe. . .
- \ they-raised cors, apd. zround it xith ¢ omortar sn’ ues T ~oome —of

—_— ~

.-

\ ad

w"a

e I .
- . s . *" "l

. y Pl i ;‘./-\-.""{:’/ ;. ), e g - PO .- - .
ew 07 the ol anee-sT{05 iiviio,  Srom Tn ~0Tn Uae) aQe oreau,

/ “’ ) .
tha\*‘uﬂﬂoodc todav ~ic0 their.wofa this wa, of cours<, they wre
- -

v
S

e

hominy and other kinds of bresd bV adcia- bumoai. "utter, cite @f s

eta, o= L - ~ ‘

. : e T - '

\ heir medats werte orinclvally Wlld ralic,  wney fru 1oy cere faor
- | Y », A . . ‘

beef as\ i e vaniscn turwe s, bfn. wverse ‘ien.uuu. 11 ey

= Sp—

oftentimes drwa uwscm and ~otner rm; s} likemise, mla fruit

’:

suan B&

.f caries Wiqerad from se edii n** T.rem L8 "iso ate 10%s of

o ¥ L \ e e
- T . . R
. . ¢ Hn. ———
wild berries and honey. o e e .
. B : * - »

oucht vractically all their wesrin - apoaréi =i S.e stares.

o

-

< They

— e e L e - _

Vs oL ‘“vr:m, T

Y

..t " A . ) . o
Iv an Igdien oied They woula wrap oim up ST Y Ll

with 'ue corpse his beads, weapons enu Oiumr (ricvets un..ten Ax s

- ——_—

cofifortable place.ug on tne joisits of wie cgvin in whi~n oo 1ivel and

thé rest o then would move out anc lesve it to olm ara suila toe. melves

other cabins.

of their burial wps discontinued alon ia the early

This praetic

. S . v - b,

E}G's«when, the wovexnment cofnpélied the . tq 4mak'e boxes &nu-bury thim as

we do teday. .

LY
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- The India s doctored xntirely vl th bér . roots and h bs.\',They
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| deer sinew and arrow from swa

i

a sharp spike in the end of the\

_struck. Of course, some had xif

the bow am arrov end would rath

shoo‘ting fish..

[Ffl‘ m mixtures made of ba:;ksy Poll; 'per;‘ies ‘wenfa used tolpain fac'.es' red,



[ Do o — .
v | SWEAGEBILL. INTERVIER. . ,

C

T . a2 . ) 8 ' ’ Ve
N 3 . . ,
a .

, ~
A y ) . o~ P '

s
e L3 " \

r

L INDmN“’mIs PR

They wouldm%owls, cups, md bric-g —-bracs out of clay. Baskats

s

were maue into all shgges arﬁ sizes out of hiQ{OI‘y bark and- cane

stripinge . : :

-Stands, tubles and-. Gh&lI‘S were made from split hir-kory bran“ch,es

r

,,.-»,,’

- _’J"E‘_,,;arf";’iv;m
and wil{ow sapph r'sl__ R, o , .

L

They made’ coom skin caps saper ha+ts and\ fec ther head geals.

lecklases, and braﬂelets wer e r:ade out o“\ tiny shells and beads v

+ #

Tede from clay ani colored, if beads could nov be reﬂ.ewed readily

Y . ' (- [ \z
at the stores, ' , L . )

-

\
v
i

IKDIAN ST.P DANGES t

ml_ihe)ﬁ‘had & green corn feast and eta&p dan ce every ve

. A ) ‘
dunng the month of uuly or '\rhen ehe corn wes at roastine ar stage.
§

Thase dances would last fer days. 'lhey wmld tringe green eprn, ven-

1son, vild game am bn‘ds of all kinds and S0: xetimes a beef. -

was roasted in the ashes and they called theuselves barbecueing their

The corn

’meatel’ou"cﬁreally onl%&e%eouln&aﬁt,omum some. carniw[er ous

ammal for hlood would rux out of it, it being so raw. The gr en -

corn and meats were thelr Q&lly genu- for the days ‘cbere&
‘he men would sit around smo»:e -gnd drinls if thev naq eny lieuo

anéd, the women did sll ‘the war ke 1 have seen the wﬁ'nen m. th their babie

(panooses; strépped to & ‘ooard standing up by a ‘b:cee Whl e they were..
cuttm: wood, domr the cooking and even wn:.le they danced

During the uances the men wore coon skin caps and som with feather

PN \

Fhead gears. The women wore long dresses vex:y lond colors, )shells el o

Wist and. ankam S0 _as to make a nO:LSe and all \nhoop, sing -
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‘he wanen, did more tottling than dancin agi"ﬁhe'b\i,cks would paw 1iKe

-
4

e horse only they. kept movint, ‘ o ,

;o INDJ.AN LAVS

A

The “herdkee Nation was divided into, nine districts ami in ‘each

IS

| aistri ct.wag & aourt.house in,which court was held under tribal laws.
: . L= . T ) ' o~ . .~

- Phey had a trial Judge, Pros. atfty, a sheriff snd his deputies. There
' C o, - ) o ) ) . . . .

. were no jails, eand .senten ce was meted 'ou® by 'a rertain numter of lashes

~

&t the whipping posts an Indien nevkr had to make a bond far his appeer-
ance: If he was tolu to be present é certgiin dgy for trial," 2. Indian
_vwas always there. "Zach of che five "jvilized tribes also pad-*qiae;;

own ;Jffi;ers for their particular nati éh; i. e. Frincipdl “hief,
l‘reasurer, Representatwes ete. | |

All of fi cials were elected by popular vote of uhe ci ti zens o:f‘ the
Ctrive both for the N-tion ena the distrl ¢t. This form of government
continued among the trlbes unnl 1898 “hen’ “ongress pes >ed an act
known as "The Cﬁrhs act," abollshing trlbal courts mede allotments of

-+

land to the Indlans and for appointment of toymsite com a.sblon.s.e’cc.

The lend prioxr t0 the making of allotments was owned jointly by the

Indians and they paid no t,axési ‘even today restriczted Indién lends are -

exexmpt for tax.

1 * \

The white people in the fietion were. hot submissive to the trioal

Se I.karshals oberating in the uerritory,

-

courts, uut were taken by

- A

particularly 1n nw part of the "heroxcoe Jatio to *eueral ~ourt at

-

rt bmith,‘ Arkansas.
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-

S While ny mother cae . here with the 1ntent1 on of my oemg old enough
tQ homestead some land for us if the country was 0pened far settlement\,

[

.yeu br that time we were doing well and getting” along~ comfortably and I

never did make 'a race.
S The flrst opening I remanber was the <)1{:Laalhom’fe "oantry ln 1389,

L

then athings got bOu in "‘ongress fmd other openincs oocurred in rapid
successlon. The r_eservat»l ons of the Wiid Inglang were opened in &kl

parts of '1';he coun“cry from 1892 to 1€96. The largeét open.ng during

this nerioa was onenin,r.; of the "herokee stmp in .189u. This THerokee '~ T

T"';p_a“ caused lnts of commen'c among tho ,herokees because the

Tt e—

‘*——-———_.M—-, ——. 4
—

aovernment only paid them seven and a huf‘ mi*lhon dolliars, ‘vghilfg_;h}'

T e o
>

ca*ttlemen of‘f‘ered, at one. time, eizhteen.million and the Government |

would not ajg:cept _@hét amour:t_for ‘them. C , R

. . . v 0 ’

o~ o ,;sLLor:.mrs AlD PAY. 3.8

-

-
b
»

““ﬁ*mheﬁ%awesﬁvommssionJLe&ted _by the ~ur biS act vent about to enroll

y——=

all fndians whc were citizens of ‘Lhe ‘bl‘l oe 50 they cculd becone citizens
01 tne United otates e;nd a(ccept allotments of 1and sevarally. "his mfaa
of an Indq.ar} I;ecominga‘ citizen of the United 'atates always seeméd

vf.unny tc; me and t'}i‘é humorist "dill E.Og.'ers expl&ined »hls Shor oug shly when
some one asked him 1f his’ relatlons came to thls coumry on ,nm :.ay-‘ .

i‘I.OWer am he anowe:oed them b}, saying "'No, my people me't ‘f};e‘boat."
» T : - - ~.‘_:\ L

s v
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P rnllotments_in. the “harokse ifation was made on annralsed value of

the land of -“.‘5.'00'110 ‘ OD en a..,re "ana no 6id zeri of *.“,he %;rme was to

o v s -
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P N

regeive more ’ch:—m 3320, 00 worth oi‘ lapd anu t‘n« af'oouuts forr some of

- L4

the "hero!fees 0aly ge tln» ghont 5C arcres. whlle, others re"eived 1&}0 )

N

o

aeres. - also _vh‘e,_n a;tletments were'made they inzluded nesroes who ligd been

- N . . .-,
e L4 ‘( . e

) ) T > = T e . - A a- e
slaves befoare the leu “war.e ne IRdigns, all 'frlse< 05 e"tea“ t6 this, -

put 1t was finally a;reed thet toey should snere wiih whe Incians aitver,
k . - R . . . . - - .1’ ) _ -
mueh per suasum aa. 10t. ¢ heatea Lebv.tess _. , LT ) .
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v ceial i e A S
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‘n.r. Swimrkis g man vmo ars acquaintax 1ce. Fe feels-a little hemtancy
to‘:talk of hz.s early ll:t.\e ana exk»erlnn;:é; arﬁ‘vull not awell on the way
hiu fa‘cher losm hlS life. “he men ti onim:: oi“ﬁaﬁy of his re}a tives is regnoté
save his ,motner. dhat e :mes tell I feel is ccer rec; far ‘fle seen is,to_be
J .

& man. . that would” not tel;. hnjvhlnf’ df he di dn't - 1 shel Sruth. -

He is @ nen hig:,n.ly rgaspe,cted and loved. by all ‘.is -nfif;h‘bors and

B

associates ard feels rroud of his adtivities in ihe..etins of Uklahoma in

his humble way the. grond state. that 1% is today. |

Just, he and.his ,:other startea mes.r 13.ves togetheT and Leirns =0

handi cuped. without-a fathe:r to assi st them, uhey encgunterea man:g hard-

.Shins sut he foi.tgh.f the lazht andt\\av in his' last days he 1s rather

cos.‘ﬁortubly Q1‘(:1.1 ghed and tekeylife jast as it co.es. —e is ac’uve ands
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jolly‘ anna:cently he seems ncne the worse framall thet hLe “as endured.
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