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My neme is Eliza (Daniel) Stroyt. 1 am 84 ﬁiar‘s ‘0ld. I wes

born near Mayesv ille,‘ Arkansss, in. the Cherokee Natlon, before tlhe

civil war,
My father's 3ame was Bobert Bﬁfrington Daniel, and my mother's
name was Ann('Baylo;r) Daniel;‘ My grandfather we 8 Jemes Daniel who
merried Mary anfington. Mary Buffington was 8 daughter of Ezekiel
Bufi‘inéton, and %ary Emory, and Mary Emory was the daughter of
killiam Emory, and Mary Grente Ma¥y Grent was the halfbreed daugnterﬂ

of Ludovic Grant and a full-pblood Oherokee womane

Ludovie Gremt who was s 1d to heve been a scotchman,.‘ In a

~!
g

statement recorded on page "501 of the Charleston, South Camlma

Al

probate court, in the book of 154 to 1758, in a sworn stetement of

s

J.anuary, 12, 1756, says, ™It is about thirty.years since I went into

the Cherokee country, where 1 have resided ever sincde. 1 spesak their

language.” S

My bmthers and sisters vwere: Oce, Bicherd Taylor, Wallcer A.
I?annm Thomas Fox, &mm Robert Johnson and El iza Daniel. I gm .
/ S -

the only one of eight chlldren 11ving, and Oce Daniel is the only

one to leave a déacendant. Hta name is Ross Daniel now Indian
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?ield clerk at Tahlequah Oklahoma.,

’ My father mévéd to Delaware district, and settl?d on Mnstang
Jreek oh"the old Militar? trail road before ‘the war(eivil). and was-
getting a riglit good start wien the war: broke out. During the war
he had a Mi/litary Post and postof»ficef, called "W/hité Sulphuz: Springs®
It was loc#‘ted ét the plece we h\acf beéia livingx," My father did not
take any .sides in the war, but my brother ﬂalkaer Ao Daniel joined
the Southern army, and my brotner Oce’ (Oceola) Daniel joined the

9

uorthern armye. |
//,When things begin to éet, go bad, befo7’/e the close of the wsr, my

f?tl/mer gathered what féw‘t'p/ir?gs were left /and’ emigrated to the
Ohoctaw nation, ‘Where there were 'Southc;xrg/ Soldiers to protect us.
irhe/No}the‘rn soldiers 'were killin‘g anE?t”ﬂakiné our stogk., anci an"yil:hj;ng
else they saw, that they wanted, and it seemed liic‘e»'!!o (i;id not have
but vg;-L_lit;le to tél&g with use We l'eft our house and fgrm, but
found it very pea‘cefﬁll 'i;xuf/the thcftgw ﬂation, unt il afgéf théxwai'.

During tzhe' t1me we \wére away, ""The battle of Cabin creek" was
fought Mmthin five miles of where we had been livﬂng. it wés fouéht
just one mile south ?r the Mayes county line, where the 0ld Military‘
l’cm il road crossed Cabin Creek. ‘ |

The Northern army had been north to_Forthchtt, Xensas, after a
wagon tmin load of supplies, when General Gamo, in charge of the
Southern army, laid in wait for him, on the banks of QOabin creek,
and when they came up the battle started. Some of the government

P e

Veans Stampeded and ran awey with their loads, end smne"of’ihem
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jumped off a high blut‘t“m the aouth bank of the ereek, and

L w————

wrooked the wagons so badly that they were left laying’ there,

and gmwn-up/’treea have been found years luter where -they hsd
,"'gmwn up ifx/éide of & wagon tire.

Ganeml Gano wou the battle, and -took a.ll t he nuppiies the
Nort,hern~ army lied and blazed a trall to the northwest, and campead

o

on the Verdiggis river, near the present site of Jologah. (Will

13

Roger's 01d Home- Town) ;I'l_lere wérg no ma&‘sy‘;sid out in those days

and this trail for yenrs a;te;;iam was known as tpgw"cano Trail.n
. General Geno was unable to carry all ‘t‘é{e'l;‘pr‘ovi\ai‘o;x‘a he had
ca.pt.ured on account of the bad c(‘mditio.n of the roudp', and he
poured out barrsls of sugar and other prbvisiona to keep the
nortixern .:sol,diers from getting any of it, Nick Tlx_)fri;za, a distant
relative of mine, was driving a team for tle Soythe’r'n ah;w;f in
this battle, +ick lived with us“up to the time of his death a few
yesrs ago, and told me‘mtany. th.inga about this battle, which 4-
cannot remamber, «'

“l‘xe‘n the war was over my father came back to his farm on the
Old Military trail aha;'o we had the White Sulphur Springs postoffice.
We fuuxid our farm' house occupied by negroes who had been freed
du;'ing our abssnce, My bx‘vthers had, retiurned home from the army,
énd mwved back to Delaware district with us. The negroes d id not

wam to give up our place, and my father was afraid they would make

trouble, and possible. cause Blood ahed, but my brothers wers not

&
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afraid of the negréeaa and fney' went to them and offered them some

little trifle to get out,.and they moved out, with out any troubls,

L ¢
!

but that nisht they slippsd back and stole three head of our horses,
alnd st.ax;ted to hanaas,'by way Of Chetopa., They camped in what is
"Little Timber Hill,"” 1n‘ the Territéry,‘where my brpthers overtook
tham befor;a daylight the ne;t’ .morqf.ng, re-captured théir horses,

and sent the ﬁe.groes on the road to where all ‘horse-thievesﬁwent in
those days.

Years Following War

1 never expect to witness any thing like the years following
th\e‘c‘w.il w{.r. WXxén we came black hone ‘everything had beﬂen destroyed,
no stock, no game, and nothing to eat, until we raised a crop. ‘.’ve‘ .
were broke and had nothing to Suy with, and we thoué;ht we would
sterve to death, before we raised anything, but everybody went to
work, :and we pulled thr‘ougp.... -

- My bro ther‘walker Danielunt'ujrvied, Hester Ketchum a»nelaware
Indien, and settled.at the foot of the hill by & big vspring now
known as the John Hewkins Pill near the ‘Eown of Ketchum; In 1875
he was electe;d to the Cherokee ‘oouncil and served four years %o

"1879. He died shortly thersafter and his widow married John

Hawkins, & white man, who had been an adopted citizen long enough

>
-

.When allotment came that he received an allotment, thd same as an

. B s
Indiang. ¥ e 0T

My father was elected as assistant chisf of the Cherokees, and
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died Quring his term of office. 1 dp not recall the year.

I first merried John Thomas McSp'édiieﬁ from whom & was - \

‘

separated and later married Frederiok W Strout, who died in 1809,

In the early 70's my father moved to Vinita and built a home

at 116 South First Street. The old house is there yet, just as he

L 2 AT A VMY L B Wl

“puilt it,.end f&}"amohg the oldest houses in Vinita.

Line a

KNEW GENERAL STAND WATIE )

o

?

I knew General Stand Watie, the noted Cherokes General. They

lived up the Grand river & little ways from where we'lived before

PRSPPIV

and after the civil war. I was well acquainted with his last wife,
Sallie "atie, She moved to Vinita after his death eand lived as i

naighbor to my mother’s family. ‘ i

General Stand Watie was married four times as follows: Blizabeth

Fields, Isabel Hicks, Eleanor Looney and Sallie Caroline Bell. The

>

latter was a sister of Co. Jim Bel’l, who also lived on Grand river;

in Delaware distriect, Sallie Watie was also an awunt of Lucien Burr

Y

(HoQJ.ey) Bell, who became famous in Cherokee politics.‘

e A N R 4

Stend Watie died in September, 1871, and 1 think was about 65 :

years old. , He was buried in a private cemetery on Honey creek on

v Thmes 2%

. the east side of Grand river, somewhere near the town of Grove.
1 not know the name of the cemetery, or whether it has ‘been made ¥
& stute cemstary, end I do not know if it is marked with a monument,

but 1 do know thet his inscription was put up at his last wife's

S S,

grave, \yhere; she was bux:iéd, in the *01d Waitie" cemetery, on the

-~
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west side of Grand river. This monument, erected 8t the grave of

his last wife, 'Sdllie Waitis,“has Ieft the impression with ¢ great

‘
t

many people, that Stend “atie was buried nedr his f'b\‘r;ner homé' on

the ?west‘ side of Grand Biver, but it is not true.

»
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COMMENTS BY HESEARCH WORKER .~
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Mrs Strout has givex’i;me the nemes of two other neer relatives
of Stand wa'ti}a,-wnounve near Vinita, and who she thinks x;lighﬁ give
me a more accurate ac;sount of Stand Watie, an& 1 eipect 1o call’on
them in due time g;ld get their story. . S
One particulsr incident about Mrs-Strout's fami'l'ir,‘ is that not
one of her ’qrotheré axid sisters are living‘,,and only, éne'hg.s.'~a c¢hild
living. Hester ﬁawkj&r}s, former wife of Walker Danizl is living ot

Ketchum, end is getting up in years. I shell also call on her, as

i

goon as possible, ' ‘ , .

A s M o dimm o< n e e
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