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Nannie.Lee Burns,
Interviewer,
August 27, 19157.

An Interview with Mr, Jimes Konroe McGhee,
116 (J. i:.S. Miami, Oklahoma.

My grandfather was Ambrose Me Ghee, a full .blood

Irishman,, who came with the Indians over the Trail of lears

to this country in 1939. My grandmother was Juda Cochran or

'Ohu-tak, a full blood Cherokee, who also came at the same

ti::.e. They-grew acquainted* :>n this trip and were married

shortly after they arrived in this country.

rtiey were the parents of the following; Albert C , Jolrn

R., Thomas J., Mary Ann llarlan, Sliza J. Fields, David A.

I
Elizabeth E., Frances Curry, ?aid Susan Dick. Of these

children Thomas Jefferson Oh-Kill-tah was my rather and he

married Marth J . Harma, a white woman from Washington County,

rtTkansas. My father was born May 11, 1044̂  at a place west of

Southwest City, Missouri.

liy parents had ten children, James M. (iina-stwo-eas-tah

(myself), Thomas J. j r . , Bert s . , C, Slaton, 4uil or Q.P.,

J. Fox, Fannie Pratlier, Rose Preston, Ola Dennis, and Cle&ra

Allen.

om

I
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Grandfather*s Early Days.

Grandfather wit); his two brothers, Pleas and Lark

laid out Southwest City, Missouri, which is on the State

Line end began trading and doing business. Ky grandfather

married a Cherokee and tr.o yesrs after they had established

themselves at Southwest City, he left his brothers and

-established himself two miles west on Honey Creek, here he

establtsTfedTliis headquarters and began^iT-iidin^Tor himself.

TxTcn"andise to the Indians f :r buffalo robes,

etc., and would leave here with seven to ten sagons, some

drawn by mules but at first he had more oxen than mules. He

would travel slowly through the Cherokee and-Osage country and

this trip would end at 3axter Springs, Dodge 3ity or maybe

Kansas City where he would ship or sell his furs.

MoGhee Street in Kansas City is named for him and he was

knj.vn here as an Indian Trader.

Again, he would travel through the Delaware and shawnee

country circling farther south. It took at least sixty days

to make one of these trips.
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He also had another trading station on the south

side of Big Timbered Hill in Craig County and this was

in charge of Aunt Sallie Mitchell and her husband >vh ;se

name was Don*, she was a Cherokee.

Here my ̂ nndfatler, Ambrose McGhee, had'a rude

building and also built pens like a stockade for stock

and oftentirses in his trading he would acquire Indian

x>nies and this also provided a place for his guests to

keep their ponies vhile they were there. Sometimes a

party would come and stay here several days and during -

this time he would have to feed and entertain them* They

:vere abls to get some whiskey which th^n sold for 20 cents

a gallon and this sometiraes made them troublesome to enter-

tain and his son, my father, would play the violin for them

ana I liave liuard him say that sonetiwes lie hss- pinymi moat

o? the nifjht as the guests would always respond to the

music r.n.l be manageable while he played the vi j l in .

^^HiihSP&iiaies after the traders wore gone thay "would try

to return ".nd steal the ponies that they had traded so the

ponios had to be watched. My grandparents settled on what
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is noT7 kno-n as the Sam Glen place and t h e r e being few

.banks in those days , the money which Grandfather rece ived

in h i s t r ad ing bus iness was in gold and t h i s was turned

to my grandmother on h i s r e t u r n from h i s t r i p s and she

took care of i t and bur ied much of i t fo r safe keeping

so they nad plenty of money to ca r ry them throu.jh the

Civ i l »7ar days and they a l s o helped many of the people

around them during these dark days .

I t '.ias always been thought t h a t much of t h e i r money

has never been recovered f o r a f t e r the C i v i l War dur ing

"her l a s* i l l fcass shen my grandmother would c a l l some of

the family t o her bedside some Pin Ind ians would always

appear In the room and she '-ould not t a l k so she passed on "

-/ithout our l e a r n i n g what she had wanted t o t e l l u s , though

I he^rd "a s h i r t time ago t h a t a j a r con t a in ing some gold

had been found on Grandmother 's old home p l a c e .

•••'here being "no schools in those d a y s , my grandfa tner

built a small log'building with a dirt floor and with

puncheons for seats and hired Sammy Melton lor a teacher

and here my father and his brothers and sisters attended
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school, a privilege which my grandfather extended to

the neighboring children and this was the beginning of

the old Cave Springs School.

When Grandfather was away on his trips, the teacher

whipped-my father and Grandmother was angry because her

boy had been whipped and she did not send him back to

school and as Father had a pony and liked" to rish and hunt

he was having a gjod time vvhen his father returned and on -

his learning the reason of his 'sonfs absence, punished the

boy who was later my father and took him back to school, "

My Father

My father, Thomas J. McGhee^served as ifirst Lieutenant

under Captain .filliam Bckridge whose company was- a part of

the second Cherokee Mounted volunteers and took part in the

battle of pea Ridge.
*

My father,and mother after their marriage settled near a

place which is tae present location of Dodge east of Grove.

Ifaey controlled a thousand acres of land. Mother was the

manager and looked after the farm and the raising and selling
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of the stock, she also rented out a p-'irt of the land

and raised rauoh wheat which was sold at Seneca, Missouri,

rather following the example of his father continued

to tride in a small way witii the Indians and would trade

them things for rails which I have seen aim -:nd Mother place
#

after dark. They at first had a little two room box house

where I was born but later they built a large full two

story ten room frame house with a double porch in front.

/or the first four years ofter the Oivil War, Father

.was Pax Collector for the CJherokees. At that time they

collected 50 cents per head for the cuttle that were pastur-

ed jvsre and one instance,, I recall heari-ng him s"peak of was

t.\at of Abe Mills of Ohetopa, \ansas who -as running a thou-

sand head of cattle here aui'd who told my father that he could

not pay the tax of $400.00 which he owed so he turned over to

Fat .or four hundred head of cattle which irather sold for

1400.00'which paid Abe Mills * tax*

Jha next f:>ur years jfather was District Judge of the

Delaware District -nd after that served eleven terms of two
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years each as Oler'k of the Delaware District, which

completed thirty years of continuous service.

Preliminary trials were held in our home and m u il

the large house was built our- home was very crowded as

sometimes there would be from fifty to seventy-five per-

sons thare to attend court and in ̂ hose days people cama

and stayed. ,?e had to feed all these people and would

furnish beds for as many as possible the others being com-

pelled to sleep out-of doors. Father never made any charge ,

for their food or lodging though the witnesses and those

connected with the trials received a fee or >1.00 per day

in scrip which when presented at Tahlequah was redeemable-

in money. Little of this scrip was presented by those who

had earned it us various persons ??ould buy this scrip at a

discount I'roin those holding it ̂ nd ̂ hen would cash it realiz-

ing a nice profit for themselves.

Father was a rapid penman and took dorn in. long hand the

evidence given at these trials. **

Father was always ready to accommodate a friend or

neighbor and many people would cane to him for money and he
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would let them have it or if he didnH have it tie

would ask Mother to loan it and he never took a note

or required security from anyone who borrowed from

<. 'J
him.

Because of feeding so many people and having a

large family, a large amount of groceries was required

and these groceries we hauled by the wagon load from

McGannons at Seneca and-we also traded at Neosho.

Jne payment, I remember ,/hen the''Indians received

their money some fifteen or twenty of them bought new

wagons and when they started home with them up a steep

hill not knowing the use of the brakes they threw them

. on .nd it was very hard* for the teams to pull the wagons

up the hill. V

Building of the Railroad

Between" 1,̂ 98-and 1900 when Bailess started to build

the railroad from "Bentonville, Arkansas to Grove, he found

the people ve£y indifferent and fotmd it hard to get a right " ,.

of way for the railroad and became discouraged and came to
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my father who told him to take as^nuch land aa he wanted

and then father was able to help hita secure the right-of-

way from those around him and in return for jrather's help,

Mr .Bailees told ifather that he would, establish a depot on

his place and lay out a town. This town was named Dodge

in mencry of the fort that had once been established on the

adjoining' place* the old Tom rtogers Place. '

> ' Our Hoffie Life

Father insisted on our gqing to school and kept us

there as long as we would attend. After 1 was Sent to the

Wale Seminary^ x decided that-X_ d.ld^not_llke I t there and

that i would go home. So Hichard f ie lds and myself ran away '

and hid in the buck bushes. After w© thought we were safe we

went to Mrs. John Stapler and asked her to loan us s-jme moneys

she tried to persuade us to return to school and when she &aw

ti.at we would nut she loaned, us 12*0®. On that t r i p home Mrs.

Zeke 3eck gave us our breakfast one morning; 1 hard been at

home some four or five days when one morning my father told ma

to .get into the buggy with him and he took me back and told the

guards that if 1 should, lejave again to go after me and he would
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pay them. My companion was jniniahed and returned even

sooner than I was*

Our homq, life was very pleasant; there was a large

family of us and there were always a great many people

around us and in our jokes we sometimes became pretty

rough though never intentionally. l

• rone such time I recall; my father always kept whiskey

in the cupboard by the rireplace and those who cane to our

ho-.se often, knew it was there and would help themselves.

Uncle Jim Harlan came to the home and knowing that he would

take a 'drink, we boys 'emptied out about a third of the con-

tents of the whiskey bucket and. rilled it with lye. They

had two doctors with him for a week.

Mother found this out and punished us{ she was strict
v

.and we decided when Uncle Jim left that we would get even*

When we went to saddle Uncle Jimfs horse, we. found an old

jaw bone or same animal with tnV teeth still in it and this

we plaopd under the old army saddle and when Uncle Jim got

into the saddle and the teeth began, pressing into the horse,

the horse threw Uncle Jim* * .
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The Fourth of July was looked rorward to by us

as a great day and one evening when we were feeding the

stock I asked Jfather for some money and he handed me

$40.00. The next day 1 would walk around and look at

things and then put my hand in my pocket to see tnat my

money was still there and during the day I could not̂

maka up my mind to spend any of it and ain the morning

returned it to my father. I was miserable with so much

' money,

another time, Father bought a new cultivator and he

went to the' field and was going the first round to. see how

it worked. I had a buggy w

and John, I gave them a slap with the whip and they ran away

braaking off both shovels,.

My brother, Jeff, soon began to like to trade horses and

well I remember one trade which he made with some gypsies. He

swapped them two good mules and a saddle and'got in return two

doped horses*

^uring his term as clerk, Father married many of the folks

of tho comrauEity and later married their children. \Ee married
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my wife and me. Mother died at the old home in 1898

and la te r Father who was not a farmer sold the farm and

died at the home of his son -J. Fox McGhee on Horse Greek,

February 25, 1909.. %

Marriagev<

July 2, 1891, I married Martha Ada Nix,a Cherokee,

and settled for awhile in the little house where I was

born.

My wife was born April 16, 1872yand I was born June

28", 1873. Soon, we moved about six miles west of Miami

and for awhile lived in a native lumber, ^wo-room house

northeast of a .little timbered hill now the Jim Oarrigan

place*

-~$,~lfy brothers^ Bert* and Jeff had also come to this* local-

ity and htd settled near but soon all of us had located on

the hill where all of us built better homes for our families

and as we uad other n$er neighbors secured the establishment

of a Cherokee Day School and the oomnrunity built B small box

sohoolhouse where all of our older children started to school

Miss Nannie Lee Burns taught the Cherokee Bay School for two
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terms. V?e al\ liked to trade and one of us kept a
• - v

store on the Kip. which was called "Dawes Store".

Sometimes one of", us would have the store then he would <T

sell or trade' it to another but this store always be-

longed to a member of out* family*

'Later-Life '

As our children grew, uf> and we realized the need of

education, one by one/the three brothers sold out and a l l

finally moved to Miami,,and.since both Bert arid Jeff have .
passed on. My v?ife and-I had six children,, Robert, Oliver.

t e r , fithel, Lorena, cind*Juanita. k-

J3r. McGhee and his wife are '(spending the i r days com-

fortably at the^Lr home, in th i s ci ty "gladdened by v i s i t s from

their children a l l of"whom are l iving except one son, Oliver.

\ For the past several years Mr. McGhe.e had engaged in the loan

real estate business and is s t i l l doing a l i t t l e of the

l a t t e r business. ,


