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Nannie.Lee Burns,
Interviewer,
August 27, 1937.

-

An Interview with Mr. Jwmes Monroe McGhee,
’ 116 G. ' E. Miami, Oklahoma.

My grandfatie r was Ambrose licGhee, a full blocd
Irishman, who came with the Indians over the Trail of Iears
to this country in 1239. My grandmother was Juda Cochran or
Thu-tak, a full blood Cherokee, who also came at the same
time. They-grew acquainted’ >n this trip and were merried
shortly after they arrived in this country.

?ﬁay were the parents of the following; Albert C., John -
R., Thomas J., Mary Ann Harlan,‘éli;ngl,FieLds, David A. —-——
YcGheep Blizabeth B., Frances Curry, =nd Susan Dick. Of these
children Thomas Jefferson Oh-Kill-tah was my rath-r and he
married Marth J. Hanna, a white woman from Washington County,
alkansas. My father was born May 11, 1844 at a place west of
Southwest City, Missouri.

l'y parents had ten children, James M. Gina-stwo-e&as=tah
(myself), Thomas J. Jr., Bert S., C. Slaton, qQuil or QeP.,

J. Fox, Fannie Prather, Rose Preston, Ola Dennis,‘and Clebra

allen,
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Grandfather's Rarly Days.

Grandfather witn his two brothers, Pleas and Lark
laid out Southwest City, Missouri, which is on the Stste
Tine end began trading eand doing btusiness. Ly grandfathser
married a Sherokee aﬁd two yesrs'after they had established

themselves at Southwest City, he left his brothers and

P
— -

e

,.-/ -
. -established himself two miles west on Honey Creek. Here he

=TT e
establishied his neadquarters andzgfgggﬂgxué%ng’?or himself,

—

;:;::::=3axﬁanﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬁ??gﬁigifzgwgg the Indians t:r buttalo robes,

etces, and would leave here with seven to ten wagons, some
drawn by mules but at first he had more oxen than mules., He
would travel slowly throu-zh the Cherokee and-Osage country and

tiiis trip would end at Baxter Springs, Dodge City or maybe

Kansas ity where he would shig-or seil his furs.

MoGhee Street in Kansas City is named for him and he was
ny:n here as an Indian Trader,

again, he would travel through the Delaware and Shawnee
country circling Parther south., It took at least sixty days

to2 make one of these trips.
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He also had an.ther trading station on the south
gide of Big Timbered Hill in Craig County and this wes
in charge of Aunt Sallie Mitchell and her husband ~hose
name was Don% she wus a Cherokee,

Here my gr:ndfatler, Ambrose McGhee, had a rude
building and also dbuilt nens like a stockade for stock
and oftentirwes in his trading he would acquire Indian
sonies and this also provided a placé for his guests to
Xeep their ponies vhile the& were there. Jometjmes a
party would come and stay Lere several days and during
this time he would huave to feed and entertain them, They
were abls to get some whiskey which then sold for 20 cents
a gallon and this sometimes mude them troublesome to enter-

tain and his son, my fatler, would play the violin for them

and I tave .oard him say that soreiinmes he has played most =

e

of the night as the guests would always respond to the
music onl be minageable while he played the vio»lia.

- ~~—-Sopetimes after the traders were gone thsy would try

———

-~

to return <nd steal the ponies that they had traded so the

ponies had to be watched, My grundparents settled on what
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is now kﬁown ag tﬂe Sam Glen place and there being few
banks in those days, the money which Grandfatler received
in his trading business was in gold and this was turned
to my grandmother on his return fram his trips and she
took czre of it end buried much of it for safe keeping
so they nad plenty of money to carry them throu.h the
Civil War days and théy also helped many of the peopie
around them during these dark days.
It has always been tiought thet much of their money
has never been recovered for after the Civil Har during
ﬁer lasy illmases when my grandmo-her would call some of
the Tamily to her bedside soné Pin Indisns would always
appear in the room agd shelwould not talk so she passed on~
7ithout our le%rﬁing what shé hLad wanted fg tell us?dthoqgh
T heard a short time ago fh?§ a jar coﬂtaining some gold
had been found on Grandmother's old home place,
~here being no schools in thoyse days, my grandfatner
buiit a smali log'buildin, with & dirt-tloor .nd with
puncheons for seats and hired Sammy Melton tor a teacher

and here my father znd his brothers and sisters attended
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school, a privilege which my grandfather extended to
the neighboring children and this was the beginning of
the old Cave Springs School.

#hen Grandfatler was away on his trips, the teacher
éhipped,my father and Grandmother was angry because her
boyél}ad been whipped and she did not send him back to

e
seho;l*éﬁd as Father had a pony and liked to rish and hunt
he was having a good time when his father returned and on -
his learning the reason of his ‘=on's absence, punishea the
boy whe was later my father ané took him back to school.
‘ My Father

My father, rhomas J, McGhee'served as First Liegtenant
under Japtain §illiam Zckridge whose company was a part of
the Second Cherokee Mounted volunteers and took part in the
battle 9? Pea Ridge.

My father.3ndmother after their ma:riage'settled near a
place which is tue present location of Dodge east of Grove.

They controlled a thousénd acres of land. Motlier was the

& ~
manager and looked after the farm and the raising and selling

%~
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of the stock; She also rented out a pirt of the land
and raised much wheat which was sold at Seneéa, Missouri.
zather)following the example of his ?athep)continued
to trade in a small way with the Indiasns and would trade
them things for rails which I have geen nin.x nd !lotheg piace
afver dark.‘ They at first had a little two room box house
where I waﬁ bofniﬁuf later they built a large full two
story ten room frame house wifh a double porch in front.
for the-first four years ofter the 8ivil War, Father
_was lax Collector for the Cherokees. At that time they
collgcted 50 cents per head for the cuttle that were pastur-
ed nhare and opé'instanceQ I recall hearing him s'peak of wus
" tuat of Abe Mills of Chetopa, Kansas who vas running a thou-
sand head of cattle here amd who told my father that he could
not pay the tax of 5400.00 which he owed so he turned over to
Fat.ar four hundred head of cattle which rather sold for
3400.00'which paid Abe Mills' tax.
/he next four years rather was District Judge of the

Delaware District :.nd after that served rleven terms of two
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years each as Clerk of the Delaware District, which
comnleted thirty years of continuous service,
Preliminary trials were held in our home &nd until

the large house was built our home wus very crowded as
14

soretimes there would be from fiféy to seventy-Tive per-

sons there to attend court cnd in those days people cam®

and stayed. .4 had to feed all these peondle anq would
furnish beds fof a8 many &s poséible’the éthers’heing con-
pelled to sleep out-of doors. Fathér never mude any charge .
for their fébd or lodging éhouéﬁ the witnesses and tiose
connected with the tfials receivad s }ee or ;1,00 per day

in scrip which when presented at Tahlequah was redeemable-

in money, Little of this scrip was presented by thuse who

* .,
had earned it as various persons would buy this scrip at a

discount rrom those hylding it =nd then would cash it realiz-

ing a nice profit for themselves.

Fatier was a rapid pemman snd took dorn #n long hend the

2

evidence given at these trials.

’

Father was always ready to accommodate a friend or

neignbor and many people would came to him for money and he

~
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would let them heve it or if he didn't have it he

. would ask Mother to loan it and he never took a note
or required security from anyone who borrowed from s
him,

becau;;e of feeding so many people £nd having a
large family, a large amount of groceries was required
and these groceries we ﬁauled by the wagén load from
MeGannons at Seneca and-we also traded at Neosho.

Jne payment, [ rémembg; hen the’IndianS‘received
thelf money some fifteen or twenty of them boughﬁ.new
wagons and when the& started home with ﬁhem‘up a steep
hill not knowing the use of the braﬁéé’fﬁéy*thféﬁ_iﬁém
.on .nd it was very hard for the teams to pull the.ﬁagons
u) the hill, ) ’ ¢

\
Building of the Railroad

Between 1398- and 1900 when Bailess started to build

the ra;Xroad from Bentonville, Arkansas to‘Grove, he found
& .

—
-~

“— ' .
the pegople very indifferemt and found it hard to get & right

of way for the railroad and became discourhged and came to

”~

171

~
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my fathef who toid h;m to take aé*éuch land a8 he wanted

and tpep Father was able to help him secure thé right-of-

way from those around him and in return for rather's help,
Mr.Bailess.kold Fathoer that he woulq.establigh,a depot on

his place and lay out a town. 'rhis town was ﬁémed Dodge -
in memory of the fort that hed once been eatablished on thq

adjoining place, the old rom sogers Place,’

Our Homs Life -

/

. <
Father insisted on our going to school and kept us

there as long a8 we wouid attend. After L was sent to the

MalenSeﬁinapy{Aiudecided,thatgimdid not like it there and

tiiat L would go home. So Hichard rields and myself ran aggyl,_ﬂ,_

_and hid in the buck bushes. After we thought we were safe we
went to Mrs. John Stabler and asked her to 1oan us ;ome monsy;
.she triedito persuade us to return to sqpooi and when she %aw
t.at we would not she loaned us $2.0Q. On that t¥ip home Mrs.
Zéké Beck gave us ouf breakfast one morniné; 1 h¥d been at

home some four or five days when one morning my father tp}d me

to get into the buggy with him and he took me back and told the

- guards that if L should leave again to go after me and he would
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pay them. My compaﬁion was puniahéd and returned sven
so;ner than T was.

Our home, life was very pleasant; there was a larée
famii& of us ang ghere were always a great many people
around us and'in oﬁf jokes we sometimes became pre;ty
rough though never.iﬁtentionally. k

,One such time I recall; my father always'kept whiskey
in the cupboard by the tireplace and those who came to our
ho.se often, knew it was there and would help themselves.

Uncle Jim Harlan came to the home and knowing thet he would

take a drink, we boys ‘emptisd cut about a third of the con-

193

L4 ) - _
tents of the whiskey bucket 2nd tilled it with lye. They
hed two doctors with him for a week.

£

Mother found this out and punished us{ she was strict
v , :
.and we decided when Uncle Jim left that we would get even.

$ . * ‘ .
7hen we went to saddle Uncle Jim's horse we found an old

&>

Jaw bone of same animal with tﬁb teeth still in it and this

=

) e ‘
we placpd under the old army saddle and when Uncle Jim got

into the saddle and th®é teeth began, pressing into the horse,

"the horse threw Unele Jim. - )
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Phe Fourph of July was looked rorwa;d t0 Dy us
as a'great day and one evening when we were feeding the
stock I asked rather tfor some money and he handed me *
340,00. The next day L would walk around and look at
things and then put my haﬁd in my‘pocket to see tngt mny
mogey wes still there and during tae day I could notj

make up my mind to spend any of it and *in the morning

returned it to my father. I was miserable with so much .

‘moneye

Another time, Father bought a new cul?ivator and he

wegt to the Eield and was going the first rfound to.see how

————

it worked. I had—;—gaééikwhfﬁ‘and 10 start the horses,; George ——

and John, I gave them a slap with the whip and they ran away

_,braaking off both shovels.. ’

My brother, Jeff, soon began to like to trade horses and
well I remember one trade which he made with some gypsies. He
swapped them‘two good mules aﬁd a saddle and‘got in return two
dopeg horses, |

§ .
During his term as clerk, Father married many of the folks

#
. TER A

of the community and latey married their children.'\Hé merried
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- my wife and me. Mothér diéd at the old home in 1898

end later Father who was not a farmer sold the farm &nd
died at the home of his son .J. Fox McGhee on Horse Creek,

™

 ’February 25, 1909, °
Marriage':
July 2, 1891, I married Martha Ada Nix, a Cherokee,
and settled for awhile in the little house where I was
born,
My wife was born Apr?l 16, 1872 ,and I was born June
28, 1873, soon, we moved aﬁﬁut six miles west of Miami
~and for amhile lived in a native lumber, fwo-room house
ﬂnortheast of a.little timbered hill now the Jim Carrigan
place,
~73:HW'brothers,Berk‘snd.Jeff;had al?o come to thig iocal-
ity and h=d settled necor Bﬁt soon all of us héd located on
the hill wﬁere all of us built better homes for our families
and as we uad other neer neighbors gecured the estatlishment
of a Cherokee Day School and the community built = small box
schoolhouse where all of our older childrem started fo school

)

Miss Nannie Lee Burns taught the Cherokee Bay School for two
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terms, We ali %iked to trade aﬁd one of us kept a

store on th; Hi%}'which was called ;ﬁ;qu Store"n,
Samettmea‘one ofﬁus would have the store then he would 7
sell or trade it. to anopper but this store élways be-

longed to a member of oﬁr family,

‘ ‘Later. Life "’

A

As our children grew up and we realized ‘the need of
education, one by oﬁe/the three brothers sold out end all

finally moved to Miam?;.and,sipce both Bert and Jeff have .

passed on. My wife and I had six chiLdreﬁ,(Robert, Oliver. -
. t
dalter, Ethel, Lorena, cnd.Juanita., .

v
R

. Conclusion. . oy

Mr. McGhee =2nd his wife are'@pending their days com=
fortably at their home in this city gladdemed by visits from

their children all of “whom are living except ome son, Oliver.

[

\ For the past severzl years Mr. McGhee lLiad engaged in the loan

and real estate business‘and.is still doing g little of the

[y

latter business,



