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/Barnes- R . Carselowey, -c . •
/.journalist, ' . ' . x • , '

December.'aO, 1937. • • ., . *- ,

" iin Interview with Dr. D.ji. Stough-,
*. . -. Tini ta , Oklahoma. . ' • . ' ,

- .\ty n$me i s D/i B. Stough* I was born in-what i s now

Crenshaw Count/, Alabama, on, September <i,^1856. I l ^ t e r .

iffoyed to a'farm near £roy, Alabama, v,:.ere I received-a

common schoo l^uca t i on and farmed v^dle I was not in

^school. ' ; • . ".̂

When I was twenty-one years o ld ' I "fell iti ' lbve with

a very fine young.lady, and &s I , x s only a common cotton. .

farmer her father, a judge, would not l e t rne ccr.e on the
' / '

place, nor allow the g i r l -to go with me. I t was then th&t
«• **

I realized the value of.,an education, and I started into.

school again, farming in the summer end going to.school in .

- the winter. I then taught school for a few years, and on;?

November 17, 1881, Louella Turnipseed and I were married.

I.had bought forty^acres of timbered land while I was

teaching and. had built a nice l i t t l e log* cabin on i t , from

logs that grew on the place, and we moved.into i t and were

very happy. I continued teaching for several years, fSnn-

ing between terms, but my wifefs parents did not become ,

• reconciled until our first child wag^born and ray wife's mother
came to visit us. • , • . "
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,1 hed always wanted to be a doctor, so- my wife *'-

told me that if I would go to a Ledical school she ' *

would toke up teachiag where. I left off toad we.'Id teaclv.

\^until I had finished iay course•' I received my diploma

-at the Kentucky Schot>l of kedicine, at Louisville,

Kentucky and begtn the practice of medicine at Highland
f •

Hone, Alabama,' where I^w'ts born and'retred and la te r ut -

Shady Grove? iilabaraaT ^ w; s appointed railroad' surgeon

for the Plant Railroad System, la te r callrd the Alabama

Central and hela*AtIiat position unt i l 1907. '• ...

MOYx.5 TC IlDIAN CLUITBY

The s ts te of Oklahoma was admitted to the Union in
=• . . . " /

1907 .and as I had read so much about the new Indian country,
I" made up my mind to go west. OfficiaG^**of the ra i l road ,

which I had served for so many years^offered to ra ise my

salary, i f I would stay-with them, but I htd.made up my

mind to come to Oklahoma and I landed in Vinitu on Septem-

ber £5, 190.7, jus t two months before .the s t a t e -w&s admitted •».

to the Union. ' .- • • . •

•-m..l< WAS HILL CS D.OCTCRS . • .

I hied not stopped to consider tha t the town might be '
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Jfull of doctors, but sure~*enxmgh i t i t s , I found ten '

other doctors already located here. They were: Drs. . " .

Oliver Bagby, B, F, Fortner, i-v&. Cinkscales, K.

Frazee, it. N, Foreirobn, Houstbn,- T, T. Wimer, LI. ? .

Ilaynes and 'J . ». Craig,

; _ if"started r igh t ' in to 'p rac t i c ing , i-nd ;-ll ^he doctors

were kept busy. The country was ful l of ir&lfaria ^nd the

water end health condition^ were both in u very bad sbate.

; . In- 1910 X was appointed County Health Officer and "*

have. he3ld that posit ion for tv/enty~seyeja years up to the

present times I a t once set in to clean up the town and

,county and i t was my/duty to vis i t ' fa l l the small towns'..,in

.the county,^ The State Legislature passed t. nir:e-f oot

act ^nd I had to v i s i t o i l the hotels t.nd rooming hoUses to

see that they con^lied with the lavr# . ^

Thtt water system was the.r.ext worst problem ue ix*& t a

contend v/ith, ^11 of the to-fms were watered with wells and

none of them were properly,kept. Most every town had a

public well where the public could cone for 'drinking water,

and the sajne well was also used for v^atering stock, A long
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trougb was usually provided for tiae v.wterixig of stock
i

and that was bui l t so -close to the wei\l thot ti horse
j • , - \ •

could take, u drink, then hold- his he&d uver the
*%

and l e t the -slobbers f a l l back 'in the well. I put a

stop to that by having the wells closed in so that &

horse could not get close to the .veil,

".. E&HLY D.-.Y ..̂ T-H "SYSTEMS " 1 *

i

• AS stated Jjove, a l l of the water systems of the

early day towns v/ere supplied by v?ells. These wells

were usually shallow, and f i l t h from the outside in a

great many instances would drain back into the wells;

Vinita was the wor^t town in the,county for bad water.

e hogs ̂ vere allowed to run loose in the" streets and

usually wallowed £ round^the water holes where horses

were watered &nd always had a lob-lolly ground the well,"

£eople. were-^Qt full cf maleria that many would be

'taken sick in the morning, have a hard chill and die

before night• Many of these wells were condemned tmd

.not allowed to be used for drinking purposes.

It was not until the city of Vinita bega.n to-'.•'
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experiment with artesian wells that Vinite .had a good **

wa$er system* The first well was drilled in the
• ' - - - > . j a r , .

center of the s t r ee t , at the intersect ion of I l l i n o i s

and »ilson Street /and proved so successful that the "* .

tovm y/as soon dri l led, full of ar tesian wells ' that flowed

over the top end many people had thei r own private wells .

^he c i ty put in"a system, supplied v/ith ar tesian v»ater and ^

piped i t a l l over the c i ty , but in a. few .yeers the water

begin to rust the pipes out and the city .^'baadoned the

ar tes ian wllls-^M -oiped the i r rfater fron Grand River, ti

distance of fourteen miles, i ince then the city of Vinita

• has had as good o v^ter system as any tov/n or city in the

'•„ s t a t e . . • . -*

For the past eight years I rhave-^Iad charge of the

•"»

patients tat the County farjR'iniieh. i s under the jur isdict ion

of the County Cpjanlssioners. In the ye^r 1937 the Commission-

ers established a County Hospital &f the County fa'rm. The

county j a i l wr,s torn down, and re^-built intp a fine hospital

building, on the County farm, where & patient may be taken

for operation or sickness and may employ any doctor he sees



fi^-wttli but li.ttle charg^for hospital'accommodations;

County- patients are looked after by the Commissioners,

at the expense cf the county.

streets end alleys in^ini ta in the early day

were not much befter'^han- the wells. There ;vts not t,

paved street"in the tovra and I have seen v.agons nired up

s right on the main streets of the town tnd ,it »;as almost

impossible to deliver goods at the back aoor of any

store, as the alleys were sii.rply lob-lollies.

I had ideas of paving in my head long before I

dared say anything to anyone about i t , «s. no one but un

_all§wed_ to_own__ town property and the-towns-

people were against anything that had a tax to ^ t and

the inter-married citizen #as worse than the Indianabout

•

I rememb,er .one day saying spi-e'thing ,to John Sv;ain

about -paving^Tnd he neajgly ezjiloded before I could get
^ ^ • ~ •

s^iy^ trom^him. He was one of the early day settlers who

haid married an Indian woman,., had been in the mercantile
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. business ever since the town, sterte^'-dnd tiasi bu i l t a

** ' v > •

^rick residence, clos.e 'iî -on. North wilso&^j'eet .nd
• * • • r . * • * . - • •

I naturally thought he. uould be c good man .to approach "

on the subject of paving, ' But af ter he 1 ;.d run ao»n-

. enough from his explosion, so he could express himself,

he-said, "If you ure not sat isf ied with thj&,to..n, get ,outl

Trains are running every few hours"* . .^--^^""

•uhen the city f inally passed a paving ^act to p&ve

the. s t ree t in. front of his brtck-residence,-^h.e fori^-i-th

. sold out und moved to & plc»ce v^hich he tliotigiit ^es so far

out that s t ree t paving v.ould never overtake him bu..t.-a*t

—e-nd" he had to become reconciled as he., was only ^bbut

is now paved ten blocks
'out •

EOBSE AlD'

Those were hprse £ind buggy" dtys «and « doctor dreaded

the sight of an automobile about ^s much ts j-ny of the f&rm-
. - • •

for they invariably held us up V7hen we v.-ere in u
•^L ' • ' " '

hurry 1jQ get/out to a-sick patient, t have^ had to get out
> * * * •

many times and take.my horse by the bridle bit to keep him.
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from running away und- tearing up my* tfuggy.1-

e lectr ic iani L«.:i. Di t to , t>t ike city water

planiijrigged up the f i r s t cutomobiie t l ^ .«-es ever driven

up the"*streets of Vinj/ba. He made i t himself and i t rsade

s-o much noise that every, .horse in tov<n •..as^sC-iniia of
and people dreaded to see him coming^.v-Sie" city council

f i n a l l y passed an ordinance forbidding an automobile to

.run on '.any of the main s t ree ts of T in i ta .

A pet i t ion asking for th i s luV~.vas signed by almost

a l l the businessmen in Vinlta^^nd raany of xhese stiie nen

h^a to come forward in l a t e r d-ays h

be repealed, c*s vJ-raost everyone

%"</.' Craig whs the_-first doctor to purchase a

car . I t "fitTs <a LTodel T Ford, uud a i ^ n o t have «ny .top on. it^ "

and the doctor wore « big old^horse dikin coat to keep warm

while drivia^. i t . He wes donsidered « reckless ariver for

M s time* DSere wus' only cue :.:echdnic in Vini ta . Eia name

w&s Ifolan Woodall, a young Cherokee Indian. He opened up

a l i t t l e shop back of the Bailey Brothers s tore , near the

present s i t e o f the United States post off ice .
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Dr# Craig had a hurry-up c .̂11 to go out in the

Okeene one d£f̂  trnd hopped into his Model T

and s ta r t ed , - He had t o cross the creek, 12nd just as he

dove into the' water, the ro&d made a l i t t l e turn and the

docijor being in a hurry, failed to slow up for the turn

and promptly upset his l i t t l e Ford in the creek enib--rot

•his^long,heavy coat a l l wet. He v/aded out and caught a

ride to. a, l i t t l e store ^.bout a -quarter of u mile away "

and there found Vin i ta ' s only mechanic in his ovm car . p

This mechanic went and righted Dr. Craig.Ts car -:nd pulledt

—i-t onto, the bank tnd the doctor went on-v/ith Ms l i t t l e

Ford.

_ The roads in those days were r e a l l y in.no cojidition

for automobiles, end I did npt get one un t i l I had to ,

to keep up r/ith the time^i. •


