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P

ky n@me is 9//3. Stough. I wes born in vhet is now

Crenshaw'County; elabama on bentember 2, 1856. A lauer.
ﬁ@yed to & farm neer Troy, Alebsma, w.ere I received. &
. ~ 4 0“

common school “gducation and furmed while I wes not ihn

',gchébl. s ..;?f_
when I was %wenty-oneerars'old'I’TelI in’lbve with

-

a very fine young lddy, end as I, WS only & common cotton .

farmer her father, a judge, would not let me core on the
v Ia .. 4 ’

place nor allow the girl to go wi%h‘me:.It wes then thet
- ~ . : -

I realized the value ci;an educetion, und I started into_

school avaln farmi 8 in the summer ﬂnd g01ng to sdhool 1n . ;

*the-winter. I then taught school for & few years, nd on .
November 17, 1881, Louella Tﬁrniﬁseed and I weré)marrigd.'x '

-1 had bought fort§§ag£es of timbered land wrile I wes
tesching &and had built & nice little log cebin on it, from
. m‘

. t e .
logs that grew on the place, and we moved.into it and were

ver§'happy. I continued teaching for several years, farm-

-

lng between terms but ny wife s parents dld not hecome

(s

reconclled until our first child waﬁ?born and mw wife® s mbther

cama to visit us. ;o
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I hed alway's‘ wanted to be u doctor,’ so my wife
told me 't'hat if I would go t0 a 'IsAedigal school she
~ would take up teaéhing v:here.'I.'lef’c off end we 1d teachy,

fiuﬁtil I had finished my course. I received my diploma X

hY

-&t the Kcntucky Schobl of IedlCl;.e, at Loulsv:Llle
Kerrtucky and begr.n the practlce of «medlcme at *-1g;hlar\d
.Home, :dabama, where I,Jﬁos borr and "recred and later ut -
Shady Z}rove Alabama‘f ‘1 WS app’ointed railroad surgeon
for the Plunt Rallroad System, later call-d the alabam,a |
Centrul apd he):tis tua'b positicr until 190'7.

MOV.S TC I:DIAN CLWITRY <o

The s‘bete of Cklshoma was cdmitted to the Union in

1007 and es I had read S0 much about the new Indlan countrv

R AL S

e~ — e e e

I-mde up my mind to go west. Offlclal‘§’of the railroad

. wWhich I /h.ad served for 50 many yeurs,offered to raise my
salary, if I would stay wﬂfh them but I hed made up my
nind to come to Oklahoma end I land°ed in Vlnita on Septem-
ber 25, 1207, just ;WO (month.s before ,the stete ~w&s adm:.t’sed
to the Union. _; . L . . .

~BOWN \’IAS FULL CK DOCLCRS

I hed .r‘xot'st'opped to egz'zsider that the town might be

“‘\'ﬂ .. NG

R

~
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‘other doctors already loeated here. They ‘were: Drs.
. IR«, ‘ N t /"\,ﬁ' N

-

Oliver Bagby, B. F. Fortnér, .. 1. Cinkscsles, k.
g .
Frazee, ». N. Forehan, Houston; T. T. Wimer, li. P.

Haynes _nd S Cralg.

™

Iﬂstarted right 1nuo prtCthlng, vnd 1l ghe doctors

viere kept busy., The country wes full of me&lsria «nd -the

m

R T~
Lyweter and health conditions were both in v very bad state.
v A

EE )

e In 1910 I was appointéd County Health Officer and
‘have.hqld that position for tweniy-sevem yesrs up to the

present tlme. I at once set in to clean up the town and

full p{/gggtors;,butfépre‘%nohgh itws. I found ten’

p‘ﬁ

county &nd it was my. duty to visit &1l the smell towns..in

498

4

(4

Fans

- the county. The btate Lerlslature pessed 4 nlre-loot,sheet

act and I han to visit «ll the hotels wnd roog;ng houses

see that they complled w1th the laws

contend with. Ail of the towns were wastered with.ells und

none of them were properly. kept. Most every town had a

»

public well where the public could come for drinking wate

and'the sayme well was also used for watering stock. A long

n

Tha watsr system was the. rext worst problem ve had to

-



, s ‘ * ©
o : B ~
STOUGH, DR. D.B. INTERVIEH lzgs DT
- F
< . ~ e
-4 - . ~

. trough was usually provided for the w..tsFing of stock

and thet vas built éo.close to the well thet » horse

- - ,a-‘ - —— - f\
could take u drink, then hold. his hezd uver thé sell
* - ' . o
L)

and Jet the :slobbers fall back in the well., I put «@-

. o~ - . .
stop to thet by havidg the wells closed in so ihat &

horse could not get close to the well.

~ .
St BARLY DoY WuT R SUSTES s

4

as steted ubove, all of the watir systems of the

~

early dey towns were supplied by wells. These wells
were usually shallow, end filth from the outside in =
great many instences would drzin-back :nto the iells,

Vinita vas the worst town in thévooupty for bad water,

N 1he hogs were allowed to run loose in the streets and

—— e e - RS S

. 3
usually wallowed around the weter “holes wnerﬁ horses

were watere& znd always had a lob-lolly «round the‘well;'

P@ople_were-éo:full of maleria thet many would be

»

ﬁtaken sick in thé morning, hsve a herd chill shd die

before nlght. Many'of’these wells were cundemned aﬁq

. not allowed to be Lsed for drlnklng purposes. v

-

It s not untll +he city of Vlnlta began to

”,
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-'has had as good « weter systemlgs any town or city in the

~. stete, oo . -~

petients ut the County far

L -

o & -5- 2

-~ . . . o ’
* -~ ~

experlment with arte31an wells that Vlnlt& had & good ™

water system.. The‘flrst "ell wes drilled in the

center of the street, ot the intersedtion of 1111n01s -~
£ , .
. . S
and w«ilson S%reet and nroved so successful that the
2

town was soon drilleéd, full of artesisn wells " that flowed
over éhe ;op :nd mehy people had their own'g?ivate wellse
@heAcity puf in"u system s&bﬁlied,wifh uitesian water and-«'
pipc&vit all over the ci%&, but in u few yecrs the wéter‘.
begin to rust the pipes out and the city .~bamwdoned the
artesian wé}/ﬁ/aﬁa ﬁlped their sater from Grond River, o

distance cf fourteen miles. Since then the c1ty of Vinita

-~
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44 charge of the

For the pasf eight years I hav

Jhich is under tke jurisdiction

bf the County Commissioners. iﬁ the ye.r 1937 the Commission-
//

ers established a County Hospital ot the County fcrm. The

county jail wis torn down snd re-built inte & fine nospital

‘building, on the Gounty farm, ghgré & patient may be taken

-

‘for'operatidn orisicknass'and ﬁmy.eqploy any doctor he sees

-

». . ) ) “
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; fl%”wfth but llttle chargé‘for Aospital uccommodatlons, o

County patlents aTe, loaxed after by the CommlsS&orers

et the expense cf the county.

STREETS ..iD ALLEYS L ~

<~ -

- The streets «nd ulleys in“Vinite in.the eurly day ~
were not much better then the wells. There wes not a .

paved street"in the town ard I heve seen uagons mired up

-

o

/"right on the mein streets of the town =nd it was uzlmost

—~

-lmpossible to deliver goods at the back aoor 6f any

)

store as the slleys were sinply lOb-lOlll
I hed ldeaS of pav¢nr in my heaa long pefere 1

“dared sgy snything to anyone about it, s no one but én

13

‘Indian was allgwed to own town property und “the - towns-

people were agaln t anything that had a tex to 4t und

the inter»married citizen was worse then the InQianeabout{
4 EC, 3 Ayﬁ’

’ P
L o

thet,

I remember one day Sleng sot ethqng to John Swain
- - s el

about.pav;ngwind he negply exploded before I could pet
‘F";. . . .
P 2 .
&ffiy; froff him. He was ome of the early day settlers who -
e Y X . :

‘éﬁaﬁ merried &n Indian womsn, bud beén in the mercentile -
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Business ever since the town sﬁarte& and h bullt a

brick residence. close‘in«on Notth 1lse§§§;;eet‘ nd

T naturally thought he. uoula be . good. an to apprOdch .

a~ .
/-'w

on tke subvject of paving, ' bBut a;ter he '«d run doun

. enough from his explosion, so he could express himself,
he-said, "If you ure not sstisfied with thgtto.n, get outd _ «

Trains wre running every few hours". . o

uhen the city flnally pess ed & aving‘uct to pave
.. : < s
the street 1n front of his brick- realdence he fort@»;th -

.s0ld out wund moved to & pluce which he thotht 4ES 50 fur.

out that street pav1ng would never overtake him dutdrtfhd

- \.-,»
- P

e

*6ﬁd he had to- become reconciled asAha was only «bout

e

Fhﬁ;gg%hkgﬁgglggg;ggqijg;t street 4s now paved ten blocks

out,

. EORSE <D BIGGY Davs - -
st e )
‘Those were horse and buggy d:ys and o doctor dréaded

-

the sight of an sutomobile about «s much :zs Ly, of the fsrm-
‘.(,é
%%%?3&& for they 1nVar1ably held us up vhen we were in u

S
: hnrry get/éut to a-sick patient. 1 navé’had %o get cut

- many times and take my horse by the bridle bit.tq keep him

-~
.-
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from running «way und teuring up m§°6§ggys>f”€“ﬁ : P

) ~ \
wn- electriciun, L. e Ditto, ot the city weter -

plant rigged up the first cutomobile thet wes ever driven

N . ~ . ~; r~ T "

up the*streets of Vinita, He made it himself and it mude
ﬁ -

so much noise that every horse in town uuswyércld of Ak

- ,’4'.,»
e

and people Grcuded to see him coming..-#he city councik

- - - - ,

/iinally ressed «n ordinence forbidding wn <utomobile to

‘rﬁn on 4ny of the main streets of Vlnlta. .

- >

A petition «sking for this luw” uas sxbned by «lmost .

- ~ -

all the businesﬁ’ﬁén in Vinité)und rsny of these swrie men

ha to come forvurd ip later Guys 4ndeuelewthet $his’ law
'&‘D\

be repealed, o8 ulmost everyone #“% uriving « car Instead

- ‘ H

o of a teuMe —
. o3 -~ e

. ~ L7
- ] . i+ Creig was the-first doctor to purchuse a

cere It $US « Lodel T Ford wud urg?ﬁoﬁ have u’y,foﬁ on. it

) and the doctor wore o 91g old=horse skin cout to heep Wulm
-ﬂj‘_\
while arivliégit. He wes eonsidered reckless ariver for
- r

his time. Tﬁere wus only oue UBChuDlC in Vlnita. His name

#was Nolen Woodall, a voung Cherokee indién. He openedtup'
»

2 llttle shOp.back of the Bailey Brothers store, near the

M;vz{g': -
present site of the Uni ted States post office.
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. Dr. Craig had & hurry-up cgll to go out in the
countrywﬁear erene one dv? and hopped 1nto his Model T
Fal Id

and started. He had to cross the creek, znd just’ as he

o~
g

. dove into the'water, the rosd mede & little turn end the

- “
; ~ /

doctor being in & hurry, failed to slow up for the turn .~

end promptly upset his ltttle Ford in the creek ggﬁfgot ;_"
~ : : — S -
‘his long,heavy coat all wet., He weded out end ceught

la

ride_to & little sioTe vbout & .quarter of a mile avay

and there found Vinita's only mechenic in his own cer. ©
' « .

This mechenic went &nd righted Dr. Craig's car ~nd pulled

—i% onto. the baﬁkr§nd the dcctor went on.with his little

. . ~
Ford. i A
: ) . .
B ‘The roads ir those days were:really 1n no chdlflon
for dutomoblles, cnd I dqia u@t gut one until I had to,
1 ' /

to keep up with the times, - , ///;,//;:;j’*”””f
e, . 7
— / .

-



