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My fathéi, Dr."J. C. Bland, w#s born in Centerville},
Iowa, November 7t;; 1859. -He fiﬁiqhed high school there -
and comﬁleted his work in medicineﬂat Nashington University,

St.”lpuis)in 188%., & young'medicaﬂ student he m&de for

L

the territory in the "Boomer" days! in fact, he often told
. ' P

his experience with Captain William Couek in 1884, A camp

of two hundred "boomers" was formeq at the pregent town of

-

Stillwater. A company of colored_%oldieré under Lieutenant

” s P T . i B .
mofe out on Christmas day. The "bbpomers" paid no attention
- R g A :
to{the negro officer. . They proceeded o make themsslves
‘ RS DR ]
copforteble for the winter in ﬁheﬂr,dugouts. "For their

-

The brldge was put to ‘a different use than, they had

plenned. Colonel Hatch with three hundred soldieps from
ort Reno came to send them back,to.thelrzhansas~llnes.

‘February 2nd 1884 found them wad ing the snow back to Kenses.

ra

Da@ was~di§9afched 0 put them uﬁi, He gave them orders to ﬁ&Q

/

W e e e e i o

e e e e et et s e e e e et oot v



e

—

2

c/
STICKLER, VERA BLAND.
" /

“‘In 1885 Mr.-Bland returned td/the ﬁérritory, this /

tlme to the growing little town/gf Red Fork. The rail- '

/ ' .

ro&&—heé~been extendad to Red Fork. A ferming and stock
country’ surrounded 1t-heevy corn crOps found buyers from. N

distant cattle ranches and hauls of grain for flftYleleS

were often made. The Red Fork stock yards were enlarged
t v . } “
. , : ~ .

and received pen-loads of cattle from Texes seeking a

shibp}ng point. 'TraEls from the south and west jej %O
this shiﬁpiné peinr for St..Louis; My father. felt that
this place‘had ,a fdture.c’

In lSé?, ﬁy fatﬁer married.Sue Davis,adarghter gfl

. - - < e ' ‘.\ . e !
#, T. Davis. They were married at the home of Dr. L. F.

/

‘Newlon on thggeast side of Main Street, b‘etwee‘n First and

Second.Streets. Dr. Newlon wes Tulsa's firs%*druégist anq

-~

doetor, Ny ﬁather h;z‘one of the largest cattle ranches

~

in Red Fork‘dlstrlctv He also speclallzed 1n good breed
- i~ ) P < ‘ l
horses’'and fancy race horses. In rhe early days when b

H

replné was the chief Tulsa reécreation m er always had

racing entrants. 1 thlnk ker“ )s'people'remember more about

o ¢ <

about his work as & physician.
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his horses than phey ;
The life ofgf pioneer doctor was difficuit. Clarehore,

ul ee_were*tqe centers, except for the
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Indian Agpnc&. Calls for help usualiy were ﬁrought b&

horseback and answered ﬁy the doctor either on horseﬁacé o
#r buggy over a distance of fif{y to seventycfive'miles.
Their faith.in their home remediés often helped the sick
until the doctor got there.

The Indian Teérritory Medical -Association was formed,
later becoming the Oklahoma kedical association. It
secured a board oé médical examiners in four of the five
civilizeﬂ tribes of the Indign'rerritory. Dr. Callahan,
Mﬁgkogea; Dr. Rucker, Eufaula,apd Dr. Bland.formed the .
Board for the Creek Nation. Dr Bland oréanized a Board
of Health in Tulss and Qaé i£s~first'president: |

My father and mother lived.on South Main Strest where

—Renbergtsstore s today; between-Third-and Fourth Streets

but that was too far from town. My father had to be away

from home so0 much that my mother was afreid of the wild
Indians and drinking cowboys so she'fixgd up a bedrpém in

the back of a drug store down in town near the Frisco tracKs.

pe——

Tulsa hed & yopulatdion of about two’héndged at that tine.

-

] - - . ¢ . .
That is where 1 was burn,in the Tulsey ToW¥n, nesaT the Frisco
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tracks in 1888.



