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Field Worker*s name Maud H, Fink,

This report made on (date) July 13, 193

1. Name William R. Stewart,

2. Post Office Address.. -Clinton, Oklahoma.

3. Residence address (or location) 408

4. DATE OF BIRTH^1' Month October

5. Place of-birth Louisat Kentucky

Day 2 Year 1867

.6. Name of Father LaFalleta Stewart

dther information about father

7. Name of Mother Emmie Gillum

Doctor

Other information about mother School

Place of birth Louisa, Kentuck

•Place of birth Virginia

teacher.

Notes or complete narrative 1DJTthe field vro
story of the person interviewed. Refer to :
•and* questions. .Continue on blank sheets if
this form. Number of sheets attached ^

:*ker dealing ^;ith. the l i fe and
Manual for su^getst.ed subjects
necessary and attach firmly ,to
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, WILLIAM R.

Maud M. Fink,
Interviewer,

., July 13, 1937.

8056 J3H

An interview with Mr» William K. Stewart,
408 Dunn,

Clinton, Oklahoma#~

Mr. S t u a r t was here before Clinton was bu i l t ;

if ••' ' * • ~"

he saw Clinton'when i t was Rag Tovra in 190H. He come

to th i s country in 1899. The f i r s t railroad was the

Santa Fe-Oujf, which s tar ted a t CLoetaw and ran by

Weatherfoip.*
feath*. rfoid was named for a r..an naroed<Bill

Vieatherford. 3arry Truat wus tho f i r at United s ta tes

ia Weat

There eras © Jr isce railroad bui l t ii. tne

ter/of 1899 wlich went by way of Bocky,before the open-
/ ' -\" ' .. . I ' ' '*•

ing of Kiowa end Com&nehe Count ies , j , '
•' - * J ? -

I v
William n».- Stewart came from Mssoufci to

•ioma* He came on the t ra in lo ..eathcrford/; he shipped
fhis things tc

in a wagon* .
/

Weatherford a,d brought *••! eta out here

'e set t led in Washita County ^(here he was

J
a farrasr »3ad handled a few head of -stock«

;He cokld ^lant corn on top of a; h i l l and i t

would make good corn* They raised cotton, wheat, barley
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some rye . Thev wouid plar»t watermelons w*- - •"--'''

fences rows and raisb them by tbe wagon londs.

The people walked and did' thuir plowinr and

cul t ivat ing. Ulr. Stewart used u sulky plow for t!

or four years after he came to th i s country.

The people live-! in dugouts aud half

The dugouts had only one room, but t i e half dugouts

soiaetimes were bui l t in an fr shape with three or more

rooms. . .

TLe people had to haul their things down to

3ugden, I t v/ould take several days .vo r.ake t e t r i p

as there were no bridges â .d they l&l to lord a l l the

rivers end" c^re^k5^--Iher6 was a t o l l bridge ut iiridge-

port over the Canadiau River, but ' thB^ep^le v/ould not

pay to cross t they would d r i v \ into*t:ie r i ? e r . Ti\

was BO r.ridge on the «Vashita Kiver mA the bB,:ks were

high and steep, but the .people^would find a place to

cross .where the banks were' not so stet p#

They usually forded the nashita Jdv* r a t . ig

Jake crossing. A'here th i s cre î̂ iftig* f,ot i t s nacie was

fr^ra s^inan called Bi,̂  Ja Ice who owned-

where the crossing, was.
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There were no section lines and the roads ju t

cut across the county* They followed the main t ra i l

which was roostl/ built by the Indians* If they wanted
«• " •

to go one way and tiu timb r was too thick thcyjjould

iiave the i r afeoppin axes v/ith then, 8ru would clear

the, way* ^

iirapaho wa^ tho county seat cf Custer jCounty,

Cloud Chief of ,'teshita County, Cheyenne of Boger n i l s

County, and Sayre of Beckhara County* These. tov/m> had

been set aside by the OoTremment *for county sea t s ,

had not been-4>uilt at that time*

The people had about the srr^e to a t tl.cn as

they do today. They raised their o\.n gardens* Ihey

had to go a long, way to a mill •The f i r s t jnil l put up

was a t >reatherfordj and i t 'was a l i t t l e g r i s t m i l l .

People got their every day clothes a t the county seats

but when they wanted bettdr clothes the:, bought then

at £1 Reno.

7 ^^^^^^^e^titelope H i l l s were nan»d because there

were so many t l

/ ochool was held in a one-room building,
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,,.©n©- teacher who. taught a l l grades* The grades were riot

^divided then e>s they are now, The children* just wont to

. school* Ko teapher could teach es high as the Kighth

' Grade* The f i r s t school at Clinton was in a dugout, and

the 'benches for seats were cade out of lujnber. -

The f i r s t school a t Port was whore thb rood turns

.-north a t Port* The school house was on ?-!r# Barney's place*

r There were-no "services held in ti ' sutamer time;

they bui l t an arbor by the dugout school house, and hi Id

revivals* They would set up plarrks, two t.y fours, and

put hog wire over th is and put hay on top cf i t for.shade*

..hen people f i r s t carae 'o this country they i?puld

stake hogs out just as ^eople stake their cows out todey.

There were no l o t s bui l t for them* \
dp

For entertainment people would ci^e dances. For

those that did not dance, a bunch wo.uld £a\t together

pass the evening. ir» v i s i t in;-* The pecgie wô uld t ravel by

horse «nd-buggy or on hcrsSbat'k*

frM?'? Stewart 's father practiced isedicfino unt i l

years a'go when ho cams' to Oklahoma*


