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| STAQGS, Fs We " INFERVIER. .

Louise S. Barnes,
Investigetor,
AMI m., 19580

" Interview With F. We Staggs, -
Henneasey, Oklahomfie .

o

I wos born on Decamber 15, 1858, in Hang.ashire Counn;—;
Wost Virginia, and came ercm Concordia, Kansus, to Ponld
Creek 3.&18@9, on the traia end from th&e the reilrowt -
furnished wagons t go cn'througﬁh s;) I ought my ticket to
El Reno. Long before dark the mex; Waxfbéd to camm but &
lady in the crowd was afraid wo would miss the oyening,
'whs;ch we would have,‘so she got up on ons of the wagons and
gave a long drewn out spoech to make the men who were going
through to the race see what an o;gportunity we wuld dbe missg-
ing unleéG we made them dri've on, so the men forced them to
go until the ﬁiddk of ¥he night before we camped, even then
we only got to the lins sbout an hour before the opening.

¥y brother and I jumped off about a mile moxth of -old
Hennessey and got a claim; his was on scocl lan:i s0 I gave
‘Mnmy olaim and I went abvut & mile amd a helf north of
Hénnessoy and I hought a place, then wo had to :«alk into the

tomn of Kingfisher. Finally, after w got to the Cimerron
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River wo got a boy in a cart ’oov haul o‘v.r beggago I
lived on the.place thet i bough% near Hennessey until the
‘country began to get more civilized; it yas really a sight
after the opening, so meny wild animels,ond the settlers ,
wore 8o far apart it"’aoék aom; tims before we cbuld " ruise
chickens and turkeys snd kesp theam from.the coyotes; in the
broad daylight. I‘believe then’ ¥as when I began to study
and 1ike wild 1ife. /I donft Imow what else it cculd be
elled living out on the wide open przirie. /

I returned to Illinois am fermed awaile but I wamted
to finlsh my life in Oklahoms around my" homs on the wairie ,

o I remﬁmg to Heunessey and have lived here siice.
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