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W INTERVIEW AIIH MR. BAN STAPLES
Pittsburg, 3 miles south.

By .
Charline M* Culbertson, Field Worker

"EARLY DAY IK TERRITORY"

1ST* Staples moved to Indian Territory in

with his parents) Mr* and Mrs* «.nu Brazelton Staples,

eoming from Arkaraas*/ They loc ted near .esley on what

was called the/Ft. Smith and Strlngtown road* They •

oame in a wagon\ driven by a m.ile team and had no other

stock. They ledsedXland from John Pen Rogers «ho was

a white man; however, itr« Staples states there were very

few. white people h\̂ ro\* Their closest neighbors were, t

Colbert Station and ̂ tr^ngtown which was eight miles
•—J

away* Their very "closest jfrieijid was a full-blood Chootair

Indian by' the^name of Nola^Tubbee* There were no rail-

roads at this time and it was necessary for them to go

to Ft* Smith, Arkansas, for supplies* They would go l.y

wagon which would take a week, and this trip was made only

once or twice a year* ,

There were lots of wild game ufe that time*

Staples states there were more

the.re are tame ones now*

* It was near Boggy, an*. Kbd river where they held

their district court*. Anyone'

wild turkeys then than

oould attend* Their pun-
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ishment to a prisoner was*to whip him with hickory

sprouts which he states would hurt very badly as they

would have them take their shirts off and whip them oa . •-<
• " /*'

the bare skin on the back. The Sheriff and his diputi,e£
i ''

would do the whipping. Any one clpuld watch the"whipping

being done. They had no jails and Mr. .staple states

they would not run awey.

Their base ball games were vory rourfi and often

some ne would be killed in the game. The bat was made

of hickory about oae yard long. r ,

There were no noted trails through Lesley. The

schools were subscription schools, the parents b^ing re*,

quired to pay so much for their child to go to school.

They would have to travel to Strjngtown o;g Atoka
I

for a doctor. Dr. Haynes of Atoka was remembered as one

of the best doctors of that day. The white people al-

ways had the professional doctors*' The Indians would

have their own doctor and the medicine was made of herbs*
f.

Mr* Staples was of no Indian blood but he nolds

the Indians as his very dear and most honest friends*

He states a yearling wandered to the home of an Indian

friend of his by the name of John Rogers, and its /off* -

spring had increased to six or eight heed, still the
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Indian would not dispose of the cattle and they were

later returned to the owner. They could leave an axe

in the woods where they had been chopping wood or any

other equipment, and it would never be moved.

srton Doyle was the first postmaster at Bogers

Statipn, near what is now ..ealsy. T e mail was carried

in stages, leter by horse- bee;: and ti.on w s tak-n in

two-vjheel carts, which were termed Buck Boards.

They had to. go to Boggy depot to get corn ground.

This was done about twice a year. They would buy largo,

lots of goods and make the clothes they had*

Mr» Staple states in his opinion the winters were

much colder than they ore LOW. Drouths were not n«o-ticed

at that time. They had V ry few crops, only things they

could eat.

^ Stock would run loose, th-,-n every spring they

would round them up and every one would bring home the

stock that had strayed away. They would be branded.


