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AN INTERVIEW “ITH MR. BiN STAFLES
Pitvsburg, 5 miles south, - ,
By | o /
Cherline M. Culbertson, Field Worker ' /

"EARLY DAY IN TERRITORY" : /

Mr, Staples moved to Indien Territory in 186d /. -

i

with his parents, Mr. and Mrs, e Brazel%on Staples,

coming from Arksxsas /'They loc: ted near .esley on what

t

came in a wagon)\ d¥iven by a mile teem.and hed no other’

stocks They ledsed\land from John Pen gogefs who.waa
fow white peOp%e hgrd., Their closest neighboréxweré.-ﬁ
Colbert Station and Stripgtown which was eigh£ niiles \\\ .
avays Their véry hiosesy‘-riénd‘was e fulleblood Choctaw } ;
Indien by the-fame of Nole Tubbeas fherg were mo rail- |
' roads at this time and it was necesaar& for tham.to éo
" t0 Ft. Smith, arkensas, for éupplies.' They would go Ly
wagon which would take a_week,‘éhd this trip wos made only
onee or twice a yoars | \ .
_There were lots of wild game st that tima.;,“rs
Staples states there wers more wild turkeys then ;hqn
there sre teme ones nowe '

© It was near Boggy an. Kpd river where they held

their district court. Anyons'jeovld attend. Their pﬁﬁ—
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ishment to a prisénar was to whip him with hickory

sprouts which he stutes would hurt very bedly as they

would have them take their shirts off and whip them on .‘ N
ﬁhe bare skin oa the back: The Sher;fr and his dspufipépf
would do the whipping. Any one c§uld wotch the “whipping
being done, They had no jails an& Mr. staple states \
they would not rum aweys.

Their base bcll games wers very roush and often
sdhesna would.gg killed in the gome. T;e bét was made
of hiekory about one yard longe -

Thers were no noted trails through Jesley. The
schools were éubscription schools, the pg;gntg baing re~
quired to pey s0 muqh fgi their child to éo to school,.

They‘wou;d'ga§e to trgvel tm_Stringtown-bg Atvoka
for a doctore Dr. ﬁéynesgof Atoka was'rememberes as one
of the best doetors of that day. The white people ale

( weys had the professional doctorss’ The Indianéfwould
have €hei: own doctor and the medicine was made ér ﬁerbs.

f.
Mr. ‘Staples was of no Indian blood but he Holds

‘the Indisns as his very dear and most'honeqﬁ friends.
He atates s yearling wandered to the home of an Indiem
friend of his by the name of John Rogers, and its joff= . -

spring had increased to six or eisht heed, still the
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Indian would'not d sﬁose'of the cattle and they were
‘ later returnod 1 the owner. They could iaéve an‘axe ' T
in the woods where they had béen cﬁopping wood or any
other equipment, and it would never be moved.
_rtén Doyle was the first postmaster at Rogers
Stétipn, nesr what is now .esleye T e mail wus carried ™
,in steges, leter by horse bEc: end tion w s tak-n in

two=vheel carts, which were termed Buck Boards.

-

Thay had to go to Boggy uispot t6 get corn ground,

This wes dome about twice a yeer. They would buy large.
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lots of goods and make the clothes they hade ° S T

Mr, Staple stetes in his opinion the winters were

’

much colder than they wre :rowe Drouths were not noticed
at that time. They had V ry few crops, only things they

‘eould eets

L 2N

. Stock would ruh loose, th:n overy spring they

would\rouhd-ﬁhem up and every one wou.ld bring home the S

~

stock trtat had strayed awsy., They would be branded



