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Altﬁough I am not one of the first settlers, 1 -

Ld

have egeen a great number of changes and quite & rit cf

I ]
progress made since 1 came

this éountry.

to Texas.

, ; I was & good cerpenter; end the t;wn %8s just‘
beginning to build. iﬁ iusust of that yesr. the town was
surveyed and leid off in lots.
off to the highest bidder. Immediately after this, stores

began to sprin.: up eround vhs town
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to Oklshoms.

1 wasfa'young man when I decided to try my luck in
1 was born in Teunessas andolater roved

In 1900, I lended at Hobert, Cklchome,

6 - -

'years building was fairly brisk.

o In addition to the lots in town beinz surveyed
and offered for sazle, every inducement was made to settle
ﬁp ﬁhe‘sgrrounding country. ovection lines were laid off,

and anyone .findin;: a quértar_seotion_of land could build
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These lots were auctioned

vquayre and for seversal
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'tom‘ leave his piaoe way down the line and offer a man
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his home there and ferm the lend. In other words, one
- N\
gould teke his plok of mr a¥ailable land and claim {¢
F3 -

for his own, but, of course, not receiving titie to 1t

until he had lived there five or more yesrs. . ”
T~ It was quite some vims before trave was 'fa reilroad T

’

reaching Hobart from the south. In 1800 the Rock Island
ren from Mangum into Chickasha, -
In the ezrly days at Hobart, I have seen people-
£

standing in line for two or three blocks waiting for the

msil. This was espeeially true on Sundays. Dozens of .

~

times, I have sesn a salaaman or susiness m'n from out of

near the window two ar three dollars tp exghange places, .
In many instances tt;is was money weli spent,
becausé there was only ons train a da&.'/ A delay meént lost”
customers and added expense to the se]:esman and business
mm.‘ There.w;are often real estate men in there lookiag .
aroynd far reii;xquiahed claims they -~ould gickv up cheap for
their olients, Meny ot t@e,earuost settlexrs became~ '
di soouraged anﬂ‘so\.':;d their olaims for ridienlously low prices. -

Those who plodded alohg ﬁand stuck it' ouv were ‘huse who profited.
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I helped build the first fire-proof hotel in
Ehip p;;t ot.tho country at Hobart. Lt cost aboutu'
_280,000. HNot long after it was compléted it was subjected
to test. A men registered a§ the hqtal, went %o his
“room, loGKed :he dcor and ;ct on a drua}ke In some way
he overturaed an oil stove. His eyés were burned out.
end some of hii fingers burned off. He was so badlg .
burned thet he later died. The building stocdf4he test:
nothing but the furniture and the woodwork in it were
burned. a
Building ﬂ:@ﬁﬁg Black along’a?out'lgéﬁ: and 7 °
., went over neer Nountain Park to help grade a railrosd
tnto'bnyder. I was in that vicinity w;han the ni,geyelene
hit onyder, killi§g ovaer one hundred persons 1t was &
terrible-sight.~ I went over and helped nick up the dead.
I have ne§er had man& des’s with Indiana, other.
then selling them merchandise in a store. I never found N
it safe to let an Indian get in debt. Nine out Bf tén

“would never pay. I think the most peculier thing I ever

noticed, relative to en indien’s business trensacticn. was

-~
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his method of paying. BNo matter how many articles he ' ' -

X
intended to buy, he never bought bubt one article at hkhe

time, end peid for 1t before purcnusing another. Whit
, Bav
’ . ,

people sometimes went over ialo the Territory and
préde@ #ith the Indiana. They g01d commodities issed
to thém by the government. They 20ld good work-shoes,
men's coets and other apparel for & very nominel sum,
but one rarely inducec an Indisn to purd witk @ bleaket,
In 1000, I came to Altus end went iuto the
grocery businses. | bhave remsined lLere ever :since. 1

am 8till selling «roceries.



