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Field Worker's name ¥ildred B. MoFarlend. -
This Teport made on (date) ' -~ - May 86, . 1937.
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L7 Nawe Mra.‘ﬂinnie”ﬁteén e
2. pist ~ffice Address | Edmon@, Oklahmﬁa L
3.  Rssifence address (or 1004t10n)1 224 k.egd Sfraet. o 5
»
’;:;,:, \T3 V7 MIRTH: ,~n.,movember, _pay 17 Year1888 g

Pl=agce otf birth
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5, Yume f Father-in-law John N. Stesnplace of birt. Hannibal, Missouri.

~

Ctler informatisn wbot fatubr Born Jyne 2? 1859, ot .

. -) l"'.i.

7. Vane Jf j»t‘er Cordelia St

———————— B

Place of birth Jackson county,

Kansas. &

Yther infarmation about myther Born Dec. 10, 1866,
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Cotes ar eonvla2te narrative oy the field wirker dealing with the
life e1d st ry »f tL» secaon {nterviewod. Fefrnr to !fanual .for

sugreshed 9ub e~ts and guastibns. Contirue on blank shoets if
necessiry ard atte this frrm.  Number of sheets .

attached Bight .
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McPFarland, Mildred B. - Investigator.

. Indien Pioneer History-S-149. .

May 26, 1937.

Interview with Mrs. Minnie Steen”
' Edmond, Oklahoma.

~ %

My husband's father came to Cklahoma Territory in
November 1887. He had been working as angineor of a pile-
driver for the Santa rhlg;ilroad Company, in New Ingalls,
New Mexico. When the company located a watering and coal-

1ng'atatidn for the Santa Pe trains in Edmond, thev -

- ferred him here..

A well had to be dug and it was started in the Spring

of.1886. It was slow work 80 in the following year, 1887, .

&

" they brought Mr. John N. Steen from Mexico to take charge of

ot

the construction work. Fqg#aome reason fhe digging uan‘noﬁ,.‘
completed until May, 1608, just two yesrs from the tims it

was started. When the well was finished it was thirty feet

in diemeter and one hundred tventy-oight'f;at deep. One

hundred and tan'carloads of rock were required for its walls.

’ur Steen built a two-rocmsd houae in which the pump was in-

stalled. When this was completed Le sant ror his ramily.
,

My huaband, Charley Steen, was then 'one year and ten months

-

old, He was the first white child to live in Edmond.
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All the furniture la* home-niade. The beds were bunks
built on to one side of the walls. .They had a cook stove
~end a home-made table and chairs. ,Th; boiler and pump for the
well vas in one corner o th%ﬁrrdnt rﬁén; It made the room
very co_nroitahio in winter, and in summer the beds were
moved out to the yard.

The Steen family and the few men necbasary for theﬁgta-

tion tork were the only inhabitantsDf Edmond. The most in-

-~

teresting eventis lare the arrival of the Srains, one passenger

+ ”

and one freight train a day, 'hich atopped for coal and water.

It took quite a uh117 for this and sonetimes pasagngera got
otf the train to visit with Hrs Steen and charloy.
Thia lall and. 11ttle red pump honse are still there.

The porch is gono and the 'ith'a are boarﬂed p. ~I think

.*ﬂl,p‘

the railroad comphny is going to tear the little house down
and £ill up the well aocn. '

~ Before the Opening, muénq was the snfpg;ng outlet for
catile, end the iﬁlet Tor supplieé rér thé'traﬂing poat; of
the Iowa and Kickapoo Reservations. The Kickapoo Reservation
was located about fifteon miles easi of BEdmond. The Indigﬁn
brought veniaon and wild furkey to oxchqngi tor coffes, rlanr

and trinkota. They would carry thesa things on their backs %o
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| the punp h:uso and if Mr. Steen was not there and.if it was
ter dark, they would call at, ‘Bhon." meaning Wt,JM".

Mrs. Steen would not answer and the Indians would wrap up in
their ‘blenkets and sleep on the porch until he returned.

Hr;. Steen always carried a revqlver under her aproi; for
prptection. The Indians called h'er the "Heap Bx;ave Squaw". -
To tho.piozxoar ahg was the "Brave Pioneer Woman".. She -
cookod tor the train orol. as there was no restaurant then.
For paatme Mrs. Steen 'ould take Charloy and wade in the
buftalo wallows. Thess 'allon wera low placea whore the

,)"\‘
water stooa ami' the. Indians aaid that thé buffelo wonm rest

and cool their bodies-in them before fae "Big Ton Horse"
came. ‘Iho big water tank had 8 harrow ladder n itz side

thee Mras S qteon(\ vonld elmb upon %o see when the Indieuns

were coming. m Steen would cook and bake for the Indisns
which fomod a last‘ng friendship.-. ‘ '

Gharlay, at the age. of two and ’one-half years, at~
tempted to climb ths water tower to look for " 8",
' When his parents diacov% him he was almost at the top.
‘Tiey pere frightened to desth until they got him down. =
After that they tied him 'nh a ghort rope not far rron; tho

-

door ta play. Co T )
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Just three months before the epaniﬁg Mr. Steen killed
a large déer. It was standing where the Bdmond Light and
Water Plant now ia. The day of the Opening was one never to
be forgotten., Train loads of people came. Some wers on
horaeback, some. in wagons and some were walking. Qrs. Steen
had prepared twelve large hams and plenty of bread and cof-
fee for these hungry\peéple, as mést of them had arrived
without food.

‘ IN
Ur. S§een worked for the_Santa Fe Rallroad Company

until/he retired and was pensioned. Charles Steem took up

this work and was engianeer on the sams piﬁs-driving engine

[

that his father had used in Mexico. Charles Steen spent his
life in Edmbnd. Eis héﬁiﬁh was getting poor so ha gave up
railroad work and was made a peacs officer in 1923, He
served six years at this and then was jailor for Stanley
Rogers for one year. In 1929, he was made Firé Chief of Ed=-

mond and served until his desath in 1934.

Mr. Steen's ancestors were Holland Duteh: * Jan Sta@@t~

was one of the gresatest Dutth painters in thsfgevenfeenth
- ' &

century. His wiré was the daughter of Rembrandt. Charles

Steen and his 'daughter, Adeline Steen were very good paint-

8r's.
Rty
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L newgpaper pictire of _dinpd befpre-th: 1L (pening,
__is.itbtached «to the original copy »Ff thig .en.seript.-7d. - .
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