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iy meiden name was albright and I vas born ey 7,
. ,-’ . . & ® -~ -
1871, in Rover arkansas. I was married the {irst time

L %0 wesley C. Pugh on iay 10, 1889, aul moved to Zuckhorn,

e J

Indian Territor ,.ten miles from Davis, in »g9l.

-
-

.y husband, three babies -nd . w&ds tue trip from
‘.. .Sq

&

©
»t

©_oulr no. e in arkansas to Jucii:or. i8ke in & wio_on, rulled

LN -

by fotr oxen. ¢ brought witih us two hiorses nitched be-

° . N ®.,
, Pyl

Y

hind our va on. 46 came out bacause ..y husbend .lanned
to trade Q:a wito thi2 Indin.ss.

bd

o
S .S
The Indians in this locality .esu &lready settlsd on
the landallotted Yo ‘thelir tribe by the .nited states
—
\M

‘&

& Government &n- drew their myuwents ror land east of the

. Lississippi River. 7You could leuse a., 7ne land you
4

-ianted from the .ndjans for a small emount of. cash

or a share >f your crops. tne had to put his own im-

- . ’

provemsnts on the land wéijzzﬂé had leased, '
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_to help out mill raeces toﬁrun the{mac inery of the
Pighdt

L

otton gins and the grain mills, iis lake was on the
(\

plantafion of.Cyrus G/ Herris an byrus . Harris, Jr.,

-

was the English interpreter./There were very féw white

4

people in the saettlement,” lost of them were men who had

I
taken Indian wives. n fact, I remember only one other-

~ r

white woman besides myself. She was a Primifive Baptist

Yie 1eaéed from Felix Penner,~a white

preschers wifes
. L :

man who had/married orfe of Cyrus C. Harris! daughters.

»I'

fhen we g0t settlod in our log hut on the lease, my hus-~
band got astride his best horse one morning aud/;férted
t to see what he coulé'do‘in the way of ;rading'or bﬁy-—
ing stack from the-.Indians, After he had gone about fiée
miles ffbmhhome he caﬁe upon & log house,:lérger'than the
usuel log house with a-great nany piggra¥ound it, He rode
as ﬁear,as he though% wi;e and call@d,-"Hello§ Hello!"™ An
Indian came from the back of»%he;house,s%uckA his head

around the chimney and darted back. Another came and

" darted back., They acted as though they were afraid they

'
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would-be fired Upow. My husband;;ook out a $5.QO biIl“
na began 40 wave it and pointed to* the hogs. ‘About:

the blggest and oldest Indian he had ever seen came out

of the front of the housg and nodded’ as though he unde;-a.a’

“

i

stood. This Indion‘wqgt‘back into %he'house)réyurning

with a six year old boy (his grandson) for an 1nterpreteré,s ';
'S % ’ fT L.
My husband g¢t one spw and six pigs for tne 55,00 vilr . - .

and the old Indien|deliv~r=d thenm to o house.

. ‘wmmstM_Imum. oo R
f H A T T s .
So far as thejir eating and dressing was concerned

the Indlans;patternod after the whites. I woula not’ call

¢

them lazy but they had s¢o much land wpich the whltes were
| .
anxious %o Iease flrom them and this cdded to the cash

o

S

which they irep from Uncle Sam caused them to feel no nedd . -

»~
|

| . .
of being industrious. The older Inﬂiéns were advers2 10

N . v

S 3t »il

,any languawe but thelnwonn and one oould seldom get them .o

’ O-

J
to utter a~word of English, although I| ain sure_someﬂof

-

them Bould -havé had they been willing fto, I surprised an
old Indian woman into using the word "Squash" as I was

dividing my garden seed (that I had buought from Arkenses ),

- . »

¢ »
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with her. It seemed to amuse the other women that were
wi th her vény muchvénd'l-coulé'fnever get her to say
Vel * “

4

it agaPn., We fg%ggwthe Indians|in this looaiity very
’ ',ﬂ,t}f“d . .

dependaeble and hénest in their dealings when you had

e

their word.. Nothing plessed thdm more “han to believe
I
they hed "skinned" you 'in a trade, especially.in a horse
' . [

* traede. They we:gkpot at all cldan ebout their persons,

. camps, Or coocking., I never. sewl|a blanketed Indjan until

S

I came west as fer as Lawton.. .These Indians did not

e n SEEY g
g .

. . § o= T A
weave- or dye cloth or use weepons other .than -the guns .
N (;s”"’ . .

and‘knivéé that they bbught fram the-white traders:

TRADIIG WITH THE INDIANS, -

We first leased on the west| side of the lake. We

.wWere rapidly outgrow&ng our log house. Two miles farther
¥ —— - . 9]
west on Mill Oreei was the old Cpuncil House of the Chick-

asews, It was situated on Tom Uhderwcod's plantation

~

and, contained fourteen bigrooms, eleven fireplaces, one

EY

long hall, and foux‘long porches.. The overland coach

from Fort arbuckle to Fort Smith, Arkansas,stopped and’

<

changed horses at this point. mhe{first story of this-.
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heuse was built of immense logs ,ceiled on the inside

N

. - - , ”
-and ,weatherboarded on the outsfae. The second story
" A . . . Al

was entirely of pine, We leased‘éh;s house and .a hun-

.

_ dred acres of land from Mr. Lawson, ¥.son—in-1aw of Tom

r

Underwood: We gow had .six babies, and moved into the

_glant house lqck, stock, énd barrel., I think we had

- e T et :
everythinghthat oné could fancy buying in a wilderness.

We carried saddles, bridles, wagous, buggies, tin and
iron cooking vesée;s, pins, needles, garden’seed, calico,

jeans_and ‘duck (& kind of cloth). When Fndians came %0

3

buy we would let them touch,the %hi;gs_they wanted and

s—-

" we would then shoy them how much money it wduldﬁé?e to
. mﬁ:’r x

P

“~buy them. We seldom engaged in conversstion dufing a

-~ §

o . ’

trensection. , , iy ,
Very few of the Indizns really knew how much land
they cwned. Most:§¥~them prihed'themselves.on being very
?pivfffzed. Tom Underwood was one of the wealthiest of
the Indians. He sent his chil@ren away to college. He
was afraid of the roviﬁg bands of Indiéns. Evéryone knew
thfs and he was often takeﬂ advantage of. A widd bunch

» would ride up to his house and 0ld Uncle Tom would hide

H
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his women folks and young ones. -He would. then go out
. to meet them and offer them presents. Sometimes they

would take five or six beeves, any number of pigs, a
’ [ K

pony or two, or variocus other things befor:z they would

«

leave. - ] S

The only Indian funeral I remember to haye attended

-5

__Was the one ofhfom-Underwooq!s son. The mis§§gnary )
fheld,the funeral'so it was ,conducted like any, white
persons' funeral would have been conduated. fThe Indians
were very reserved and showed very little.emotion or

N sorréw. The body wias placed in a plain piné coffin., On
reaching the burying ground the «¢offin was placed in the
cavity dug for‘ié, a gmall anmu;t of dirtthrown in. The
Gead man's dqgiand several other pets were s}ain and, to-
ga;her éith his ofber possessions,such as his clothes, &

gun and numerocus other articies were placed in the grave;

also food. They finished filling the grave with dirt

- while not a great ways away, at least in plain sight other

friends were-busy 5urying the horse. Just exactly three
days after this funeral we all awakened oae night and on

iooking out we found there was the biggestbbgizzard of

. 30

o
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the season raging. The wind was biowing a gale and
snow'ahd éleetwgrenoming down in torrents.  We heard \

the sound of a gelloping horse. On muking 1nquiry

LS

next morning we fdund that Unele Tom Underwqod on awax-

s
L Re

ing end findiqg it swowing .ad suddled his fastest

-

horse and , ta%ing a new.wagon sheet,he had hastened to
the buridl -grounds. Brushinz the 'snow and Qleet that
had already fallen off of the new mound he very care-
fully covered the mound with the sheet, peggingAit

down -g0 that the wind could 10t blow it off again. He

*

returned home as hurriedly as he had gone. From time

durmo
to time/2 great many months food ‘was placed on the mound.

4 4
law and order were maintained by United States

Marshals. The Indiens did a good deal of fighting and
killing anong themselves but‘weuld never call in the law ‘

or report any kil'ing to the proper authorities. The£e

was not WP;h stealing going on and what wvas, was usually
traceable to white people or mixed bloods, Indian and .

negro or Indian and white. -

- One day we he;rd running horses and on going to the .

L N
AP s

doof‘ﬁe saw two Indians running their horses at top speed.
, — .
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The oOne in front lying down on his hofse was Jerome
Brown. Will Tyson éaa follo&;ng with a Winchester in
his hand shooting at Jerome as fast gs he eould. He
never hit him a single time but not a half°mile beyond
our stdre Jerome's horse Qtumbled,throwing Jerome over

~

his head. Will Tyson was on him in a mifute and beat

him-up good and proper. A orowd gathered and the Indians
were ;oén sapafg;;;%9 Thé’ﬁeitgﬁorning on opening the
store we found Jerome's deada vzdy on our front porch.
Whether he had been killed and placed there or crawled

up there and died wé never knew. His reletives claimed
his'bgdy. There was ng report ever made of it or any
investigation made of it at all. The gquarrel had oécurred
over some whiskey at a still about three miles from the
old Council House., The first lumbder house e;er built was
in that neighborhood on Mill Creek by our first white

4 v

doctor, Ben R. Loonsey. )



