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Kenneth G» Black
Investigator
April 16, 1938

Interview With Mrs. J# P. Spoon,
Heavener.

I was born March 5, 1378, and was reared in

Swiften, Arkansas, a tovm a few miles from Joncaboro.

I lived there unti l I was married* My husband was

born in I l l ino i s on September 241 1801, and lived in

this state until manhood, then went to northeast

Arkansas where he tma employed in the timber busi-

ness. In a year or $w> after our marriage we moved

to Indian Territory and reared1 our family here. Hy

husband worked in the forests of the Territory un-

t i l he retired five years ago*

My husband and I came from Arkansas to the

Indian Territory Just as the Frisco Railroad was be-

ing laid in Potoau and Boteau wad the trading post

for miles around* Tha bus in«sa section there eon-

sis ted of one hotel, one restaurant and two stores*

We stayed in the hotel which was owned by a Ur* Aus*
it,

tin and leased to Mrs. Alexanderj this tot#l was
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known as the Gulf Frisco. Mr* F3 enner owned the rea~

taursnt*

Sfcere was a Ctoetaw Indian Court at Poteau at

thla "time. The judge was Judge IXike and in this court

if the Indian criminals were bad enough they were

condtmged V ^ * shot, then were allowed freedom until

the execution date but the court Knew they would oarae

back on the day they were to be a hot, ThA

Laws were var^jJiTferent from State laws or t

time there was an Indian aoheoi one and

one-half miles from Skullyville knovn as kew Hope

School* The students were

When we f irs t cane to the in Sign Territory

there «BS no Heavener. There was one Choc ten Indian

lit ing in the eastern part of nhat i s cow Heavex.«r.

Thers i s on artesian wall at this place that i s

s t i l l in uset This Indian's name was Jodie

Heaven«r. Therefore the town ma named Jfcavener*

The f i r s t store in Heavener ma loeated in the -

western part where filr* Peck Hook1 a residence now
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stands, this i s the f i r s t street west of Higiway 71,

south* There was no town or settlement south of

Heaven«r down to the Arkansas l ine . There were t »

places which were homes of set t lers , the f irst was

five miles south, whioh i s now Hodgen* and the other

„ was Thomasvllle, where Stapp i s m«« TED bxothers

named Thoioas had a commissary there to supply tb»

loesing and mill camps when my husband worked at a*

sawnill on Howe Creek south of Heavener end we

traded at Mena, Arkansas.

We are s t i l l l iv ing in Heavener•
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