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Interview with Alex end Grover Splitlog’
’ Miami, Oklahoma

Invontigatér. Nannie LookBurnu
Indian-Pioneer History,S~149
December 3,1937
Grandmother was Eliza Splitlog, nee Bargett. the - ‘4
daughter of John =nd Rannsh Barmett, Wysndotte Indiens.
She was Born in Sandueky, Ohio, in 1824. Grandfather,
Mathiaa Splitlog, of Cayuga and French descent, was born
at éa;dwi;h. ontario, across trm;.wVandotte; Hichigan. in
1812, When quite young Grandrather, with his brcther, Alex,
had a big dboat named ’ "anuga" on Lske Michigan. Here they
had a large set of nets and fished, also hauling cord wood - ‘j\
on the Detroit River. (Grandmother's parents objected to
their marri;ge so at first they had a véry pr1m1t1§e°hoﬁe.

Their bed was made of poles. They soon were welcomed home,

, THE KANSAS HOME.
plitlog accompanied his brother and the othax
Wyandottea when they came to Wyandotte, Kansaa. in 1840.
Alex returned home, Young Mathias at rirst suppo‘i%ﬁ his
_ramily by ohop;;ng cord wood for his ratheruin-law. l Unable
to finange a homo-he and his small ramily boarded with the

wiro'a parents.
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. /> Baing orFa mschanical inclination as soon as he
| could, Grandfather built a horse mill for grinding corn. .
Later, he added a sownill. Mathias Splitlog was of &
peculiar, eccentric disposition and would sometfmeg |
refuse to grind. His ideas were ahead of his i;ima\. ' He
was always plam'niqg and building. He never mingled with
the peopls but would always listen to those who came to
see him. He gave no time to visiting. If anyome wamtad
to ses him, they must coma to sée‘ him. H; would not talk
buain.osa with"you if he met you in the road, Before he
would hire a man to work for him, he must see his wife
end family. His wages here were Tifty cents per day and
po;}a or ssventy-five cen‘;s and dinner: He aluéya paid
in ourrensy. He was an ingenuous man and could copy and
construct any piece of machinery that hes had the opportunity
to examine thoroughly. He was often taken advantage of
by persons pr;tonding to have some worthwhile mechanical
invention through hig love for machinery. Among ﬁho
family souvenirs is an ingenuous padlock that even the |

keyhole is concealed and can on;ly be found by a secret

spring. .
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Fortinately for Grendfather, the femily's allot-
ments chanced to bs’'where Kunsas City is now located-and
embruoea a large fart of the river front. The family . ~
lived in Armordalb, now COnnolly's Addition to Kansas City,
Xansas, Three of the family ‘recefved their lend here.
His family consisted of his wifg and nine chna{-en, ngeefly;
Richard, Sarah, Philip, Henry, Maggte, Joe, Wﬂl. Tom and
Annio. - , 3 N

During the war, Grandfather served as & “Soldier of \(/\
the carglon" under Mulligan, At his home in his later years ~
at Cayuga, Indian Territory, Lé still kep; his uniforiz, his
'.hérae pistols, bayoneta and “guna. They hung in one of the
upstairs r'oomx He owned several darkies and -brought three
with him whan he moved to cayuga after the closs of the war,
Schnyler lindy looked after the freighting ;rd th; cattla.
Patrick worked in the house. They steyed with him meny
yeers and the lsst to leave him was Refe Johnson, who when
he left returned to Kansas City, yhm Crandfather pumhueq
'Rafe a thres-room house and a ons-horss osb. Ever aftgr
when Grandfather was in Kensas City, it was Rafe's pleasurs
and he considered it his duty to ;:laoo his cab at the

Master's disposal and to drive him about the eity on his

{/ .
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rous trips there.
Thres of the childre \‘had received their lemd in the
heart of Kangas City and with the growing of that center
this lsnd Iggl becomse very valuable. To contribute his

part towards :ts development, Grandfather gave his pei‘-

mission to the; use of 'a part of his water front to the

"4rmour Packing Plant for their boat lending, which they

N

~.__—
Btill nse.
Selling aome of his holdings in this g:i: city
was the beginning of his success which afte eamed

him the title of the miillionaire Indian.” He begen

looking around and came about 1870, as a carpenter, from

196
{

Kansag City, Kansas, to this state by way of Baxter Springs,

Kansas, O

The Senecas and the Wyandottea having been friends in
Ohio, Grandfather came to the Senece country from Baxter
Sprinéa and met the Saneca Chief, Georgze Spicsr, who orrgrod
to Wlopt Grandfather and his family for $500.00. Looking
t—h\e colntry over and seeing & future here he accapted the
chief's offer end chose for his hom the land. mrmund*ng
., & large spring near tﬁ boautitul Cowakin River and also

near Grasd River. In remamdbrance of hia psople and his

Y secd
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boat on Lalke Michigan, he namad the spring, "Gay.u‘ga"
which neme was afterwards applisd to his home end f.he _
industrial center that he »hoped to build. He at once
began to plan to move his famiiy here but it gas three
years before the move from Kemsas City to this pl'ac‘:e,
was_completoly -finished.

A8 he begen to plan for ’hig homs and to aasembie '
the matertal, he begam to be interested in the thinga
around him. S$%ill interssted in things mechanical, .
Grandfather built a saw and grist mill., This machin?ﬁ /
wae shipped to Baxter Springs, Kensas, and tsamed f@ VJ
there. He soon erected a store~building and to widen nis
trade }19 established COpolgnd’a Ferry. The Cherokoqs
gave the land on their side of Grand River and Alex _"

Copeland furnished the land on ;hat side. ‘Joe phit:;crot.

a Sme:\?. omned the land on this sids. The ferry-fin was

Henry Slack. To stimulate business, Grgndfat.her gave

farry tlickets to those coming to the mill in 1880 and 1881. )
This alded in his mercantile business here at Cayuga.

\ In the beginning; he hal freighted his ;xxgtcxtiala from
Port Seott, Kansas, but after the railvoad had been ex-

tended to Bexter Springs, he shipped there and freighted

-
-
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across the gountry from thers. In those days, there
not being any banks in this oeuntry.‘lohn Coopar of-
Baxte;r éprings was his banker. The early buildings
rrepared for his family at an\uga,consiated of a two
atory native pine, siz-room house, two barns of logs
‘chinked end limed and a gremery., In addition there was
the mill, whose power uaa'supplied from the sp(ring.

The etore was a story and.a half frame building.
The store itself was on’ the ground floor and the upper
story was a lerge hall where any denomix;.ation mizht
hold religious services. Grandfather was a Catholie
but he barred no denomination from the use of the hall,
but of course attended only his own services. Among

“the many _persons that availed themselves o;: this privi-
lege wasﬁ fhe ez;rly‘ Friends' l:linister and"~Missionary,

N kown through tnis sectton as *nele Jerry Hubbard,"
who held @y neet ings among the dirférent trives in
nok no‘réheastem oklahoms in'thofska early days.

.A three story windmill fummished the power for his
puildmga; A spring h;auaa over the spring which hed .’
an eight fot;t sandstone foundation was topped with a: |

- cupé»la. A ’m.ter system from he;we run by windmill power

'
-
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anf connected by cable furnished him water and was also,
extended %o his son Ton's home, & dlstence of & half &
mi'le".[ This 1ive was started to the ferry but was not
-oompfeted. |
THE FACTORY SUILDING. -

Realizing the abundance Qr native timber that was
here end plamiing for the future, he planned and. built
the large riétory building which still stands today
though the windows are’gons and it hes been badly treated. ~
The huge framework still s;;auds intact. It consigted of a
basemant and threes stories. In the '{sasanent was housed
the power-plant and the heavy machinery; on the first
floor was also some of the machinery; and soms of lthe
power equipment was op the seczmd floc;r; but the third .
was reserved for}auppliea. The traction engine was used
though the bullding was never campletely finished as he
'plan?ed it.

At thia plant heé made buggies, top-bugzies and two_
seated hacks but:' no wagons, He had & carriege painter; '

the plates wers struck but never put on the buggies. Alex

‘put the boxing on the wheels. Another product made heve
- -

-
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that has not been‘mentioned was coffins, A supply of

seasoned walnut timber was always kept on hend. Es-
pacially"hen some family not able to pay tunez;al , -
éxpansea needed help, they would coits to Gran(ipa' for
assistance. Usually, saiq Alex, they came first to me and

I would teke them to him and say, "Grandpa, this is’

Wr. " He never refused them; he would ask the

length and width of coffin nesded and then Mwould you like

a sack of flour}rete. All other work was stopped and the

men were put to work on the coffin. No nails were used;

" the corners wore put together wvith psgs and glue. The
clothing was taken from the store. He buried many people
and helped many more, . '

In comnection with the factory, thers were two big
lumber barms. where the timber used in the factory build-
ing .was cu:xpd and nt'orad. We aiso h.ad a largs, well
equipped blackamith shop.
There were several more buildings on the farm including
a8 log barn for Graniimbther'a ko‘rws.~ bms and sheds for the
cattle, sheep, hoés. poultry, stc. One thing that has been

noticed by go meny persons is that most of the buildings

o
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have a cupola on the top of them.
( RATLROADS. ‘

Looking ahead Cremndfather saw the need of ®
reilroad if he was %$o succeed in the activitiea he
planned here--a failro&d to bs bduilt froq Kensas City,
passing by his holdinge southward £o the Gulf. -So, |
after securing the right of way and permission to build
he commenced the rosd and completed the road as fgr as
Neosho, Missouri, where at a celebration a silver spike
was driven, August 15, 1887, Prom here (Neosho) he
planned that a bramch should de built %o his Cayuga
home, connecting withvtha main line south of him,
Realizing the need of help at this time he decided to
incorporate and form a company. ‘This wae doée and
Grandfather was to retain for his pert £160,000.00 and
‘the rolling stock. At the mseting Mr. Bush bought for
himself and assoclates ell that was not reserved for
| Gramdfether. Grendfather, not being sble to resd or
write, trusted much of his business to his lawyer and

¢

some way the certificates for his part were lost and he

A Y

could never rgggver them. This also endsd his plan of .

connecting his home here at Cayuga with the main line and
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today a1l that remains of the railrosd isean imﬁn;’g};‘ad “

‘ grade oxtending toward Cayuga to about a mile aoutﬁ%or

the little t&wn of MbElhgney% Missouri, but passing

?Prough t;o on; timo village of Splitlog wﬁich iies between

Neosho and chlhaney.

SPLITLOG, MISSOURI.
. M. W. Clay, who lijpd on Pool's Prairie south of
Neosho, came to Grandfather with the story of e big lead
strike at(the élace arterwarde called Splitlog, Missouri.
Together they purchased rom Doc Bsnny the forty
acres of land where the strike was made and Grandtathef
useg/hia money.to build a town which wes nanmed "Spiiélog."
Here he built ébtwo evd g half etory, fifty-five room
hotgl, which was torn down only.gbout three years ago; a
one story frame store-building; a livery stable; and a
pr{nting office. |
‘The Splitlog'wining Company was orgenized, of which
his son J;e was the secretary and treasurer, and Bod
" Dawson ofmﬁyandctte,‘lndian Territor?: was the assistant.
They began to sink shafts and ii::i;;w this time that he

extended the railroad from Neosho §& this plece. The

&

. .
-~
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‘khole had been a:ited; thers was no le&d; he had been
framed by Doc Benny and Clay, so this brought the towmn
building to a close. He had not moved t¢ the Missouri
town but had drivem back and forth from his home at
Cayuga.

- After the mining sctivities were abandoned, Clay went

" to Kansas City and sold some of the Splitlog land in
Missouri, sscuring S down payment. Grandfather prosecuted

‘him and Clay was sentenced to' seven years in the peniten-
tiary at Jefferson City, dbut’ somshow escaped serving any

time. This land was not sold until after Grandfather's

deafh and then it was s0ld to L. L. Bush of Landéaster,
Pennsylvania, and the sum received by the estate 'ae,e%.eoo;oo
whan it should have been $28,000.00.

However, all of his ventures wsre not failures for Qo
is credited wit# having made $20,000.00 in twenty-four -
hours. He was to mest mome parties at the Northup
Banking Company's office to closs a deal on,som; Kansas City
property aad I y!nﬁ along to readi the papers to him. The
hour of our meeting was set at ten o'clock. He kept
looking at his watch and at 10:15 he said to me, "Son, we

are done, let's go." Across the street we met the leader

-
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who said: to him, "aéma and -go back, we are r;ady to do
businessy but he replied, "I will meet &oﬁ‘tomorrow at
ten.” Next morning, they were on tims and said, "Uncle
uait: we will give you the $20,000.00" He replied,
"foday is & new day and I have a new price. Today my

price is $40,000.00." They paid it.

ORANDMOTHER.

Grandmother was the oppoaif;a of mrather.' She
was very sociable and liked to have people around ner and
was very fond of her grandchildren. She was the farmer
and looked after the farm. She would have fifty or more
cows and we always milked from six to eighi, sometimes

more. The woods wers full of her hogs and turkeys. She

‘had her own driving team. I spent much of my time with

her and drove much of the time for her, sometimes & buggy

P

and somstimes a spring wagon. She had her own bank ascount
and looksg‘drter her. end of tgg business. She allowed me
Eg aignxher nahe as Grandfather allowed Alex to sign his
nams %0 checks, stc. Grendfather would scarcely come %o
the barn to see the finest enimal thers. ALl he knem

anything about was the horses thai he drove and they had to
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be h‘arnqased and brought to him,

Grandfather organized a band among the ‘younger bqys

of the tribds. He paid ;or their instruction and their

(RET

P

{nstruments which were silver plated. They had two sets
of uniforms, one of @16h was‘muoh more elaborate Khaki
than the other. The one thay wore when traveling was of
a colored mat;rial and iiconspicuous. They were much in
demend to play at the pionics and public gatheringa and he
furnished them a band-uagan to go from place to place with
© their inatmotor. who ans their loader.

Another unuaual thing was that Grandpa never went
south of Grove but had € few frionda even tixere.

After I (lex) returned from wab h. Iﬁdiana. where
I was educatsed, I began_at once to freight for the store
end as Grandpa did not read or write ’}iué*iph, I began
to be with him more and for msny years Qany was his
;ecretary and was very clbsely ‘associated with him. He
was an expert on thumbmarks and could figurs interest emd
count money. " Hany times, I have obtained a page of
thun;\ rks end would mark his on the reverse side and take

the p‘fge to him. He never failed to find his own,
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", THE CHURCH. —._
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T

Realizing theyneed of .a ohurph as a part of his plen, ~
n the Fall of 1885, he hed the rocks quarrisd for a church .
building but the building was not begun until the Spring of
1886, when the e%cavations were made for the bssemsnt. It L
was built the dis’canoe ot a city block south of the factory
building and in the comer-ctone ua;; placed a copper can about
the size of a cigar box, containing picturss of his Wifv.
himself, their biography, a coin of each dimension and scme
different stemps. Vandala, however, blew this corner-stone
oit 1in 1930. The church of native atonelia‘today the pride
of the commmity;wg,.conaiats of a basement and one story.

In theji;pﬁer ;u;gt in the front is a gallery. The altar,
however, has been~ removed. This building is or was connec?ed
with & two room stone and basement \building whioch stands ;n';

P A\'W

the rear of ‘bhe churoh the connection being by an under-
ground pasaage 3 This passage was for the convenience of the
prieat who made the two roomed stone house his home while
here. I do not know the cost of the building but o the
upper part of the windows it had cost 819;000.00’. It was
not finished until after Grandmother's death and after her

death, losing interest in many other things, he centraligzed
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his efforts on the church and spent much money on its
The interior waskandscmely cerved and finished. The bell _
which weighed 1600 pounds was hauled from Neosho by his

er's father. It was dedicated November

T————

| 25, 1896, by the High Bishop Mer;y;ciétwtf of Oklahoma- S
assisted by Father W. H. Ketchum, local priest at Vinita
and ~Fathe£‘yergible from Quapaw.

After Grandfather®s death, $he hsirs gave ths church

‘end the three acres containing the cu:;xetery to the Catholics,
who later sold the church to the Methodisis but the silver
tqnod bell that had for years called the people to worship,
and that could be heard for twelve miles was rosc;rved by
them and today is in the Oatholic Cathedral at Nowats,
Oklahoma., Today thlarge front steeple in Grandfather's
church is empty but thers is a smaller bell in the reer -
steeple. The 'altar has desn replaced with a pulpit. The

_water-works were in ths church but the furnace was never
completed. |

GRANDMOTHER'S DRATH.
After Grandmother's desth, September 24, 1894, same of
the heirs decided that they wanted Grandfather to make a

settlement with them as she had a sizeable bank aWtount,



N ":‘?

—— - . .; "
B

!
¥

- : 5 208
SPLITLOG, ALEX ABD GROVER. INTRRVIEW. #2327 7?
15-a ~

lapd and stock of her own. They consulted two lawyers
from Vinita and one from Neosho, Missouri, who after

.-listening to them called on Grandfather one Thursday. He

*

4
listened t¢ them and aq};nd them to return the following

Tuesday. -

That day after an early dimner, he said to me, "Alez,
hiteh up the team. We are going to Seneca.” “Vhen I

drove around, he came out carrying two alligator suitcasss.

=X

A5

That afternoon at four we took ‘the train for Springfield,
Missourl, and from there we went bo Saint Jos where his
. attorney, William H. Rush, lived. With the attorney, we
came to Kansas City and to the bank "here they kept their
. acoounts. The money was withdrawn and taken to the
Northup Banking Company at Wyandotte, Kansas. On Tuesday
Q when the lawyers returnefl. he told them that "she" 4id not
have any eﬁtate and in the Stgte of Kansas where her money
. we{xs tHat on the death of either the husband or wife, the
ofher inherited it. They, acknowledging defeat, departed.
'\ ' THE DALTONS.
)'Whén I returned home from Wabash, Indiana, in the
basemsnt of the factory building I found feed boxss and in

the attic three ngw mattresses and six excelsior pillows
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and new red blankets. As I bo.gan to freight for the stors, T
I would heve cartons of shells aud after I placed them on
:he shelvss they would @iaappear. One time I m®t six
big yellow slickers ;nd six or eight pair of old-fashioned
reddish brown éovorail.s. They, too, disappeared. Only
Grandfather and I had the keys to the basement and the attiec.
Somstimes when I would go to the basement for wagon tﬁhor,
"1 would £ind whers horses had besn fed. We had e blackamith
shop an;i one day five men xods up and wan ted their horses shod.
Albert Linkletter, 4e emith, told shes to ring their horses
inside but Grandfather spoke up amd )'said. "It is so warm,
i@y not shoe them out thers," pointing as he spoke to an out-
door forge. Albert &id so and while he was s);ooing the horses,
Grandfather took three of them to dinmer with him. Later -
the other two went to dinner,

At that time, I did not know who they were. Theyv were
the ones who used the factory building. They must have had
a key to the basement for no one saw them came and go. loney
was always left with their order foy/goods. The day they
robbed the bank at Southwest City{ Missouri, I had driven
Grandfather thers and had takei\ she team to the shap to be

shod and we went to dinner but Grandfather came out of the
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fxotel end sat down in a rustic chair facing the west.

They rode past on their way out of town. When we wers

three or four miles out of town, they passed us and as

‘they rode by they called, "Hi, Uncle Matt, whet kind of

a jcb was that? (ee you again, Uncle Matt.®

TRIBAL AFFAIRS.

In the nineties, he was xmanimoualy slected Chief of
tﬁe Senscas, Tha day timt he was mstal’led. he gdve a big ‘
dinner to the tribe bearing all of the experses himself.

They killed tlires beeves and J. G. Ferrse who still lives
in Grove, Oklahoma, baked 1500 loaves of bread for it.
After the address to the tribe he returned to his homs. He
never sttended & Stomp Dance and was down on Fiddle Dancing
- and drinking. -
| Shortly afterward, sccompsnied by his son, Tom, he
went to Washington, D. d., where he remained six months. BRe
went back the next #a?r. ‘I‘ia made three trips glone and
‘always bearing his own expenses. He "secur;d the pu:ymont of

$372,00 per capit'a /for the Senecas. - .

+

.-He d4ed in Uzbhingtcn, Jamary 1, 1897. Willie Nichols,

a Serieca. '.as with him and fourteen days leter ixe was buried
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veside his wife in the cou;atorj in the shadow of the

" church that he had tmilt &t Cayuga. After his death, the

sale of his personal property alone ‘took wo' wgéke. W ¢E.

Jones of Grove, was the adr'n{n;strator. I was awey but

ir. Jones aafefi me two ke’e@aakes: One wus the heavy gold

watch chain Grandfatﬁer always wore and the padlock with

the_ secrei keyhole. The buildings at Cayuge wers rented -

end a son-in-ley, Bob Evans.‘ moved into the home $o look
after the rents. The home finally burned, other property

was \deet‘royed. .the rents dwiadled and the home place of

160 ac:z'ea was sold to Nat Petry of Joplin, Missouri.

CONCLUSION.
This grand old man whose ideas were ahead of his day,
a ;ionear in ;’ou‘r‘ d?.&érqgt_, ti'on;iers, is survived by
several grandchil«iren and among them are three érandaons,
Alex S’plitlog who, with his wife still lives near the old A
community; Grover Splitlog, the son of Henry, also living
not far away and today,folloiing ﬁis grandfather’s example
a8 Secretary-Treasurer of the Senesca Tribe giving much of

his time to his fellow-tribesmen; and the third grandson’

who lives in the nearby town of Grove, Oklahoma.



