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Field Worker's name Gamer Gowe T
This report mede on (date) __ May 15 1937
1. Neme _Hboda Jemes
2. Post Office Address ___ Spedy Point Boute 2
3. Residence address (cr location) g niles West Shady Point,
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Nonth ___ ppkmown Day Year 1869
5. Place of birth Shady Paink
—

6. Name,of Father p.og oot kuow Place of birth

Other information about fatbérwww
7. | '

Neme of Mother Buily-Pobley Place of birthw‘

Other information about mother

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life
and story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested
subjects and questions. Continue on blgnk shests if necessary and
attach f£irmly to this form. Number of sheets attached §4 .
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P INTERVIEW WITH _RHEODA JAMES,

FIELD WRKER GOMER GOWER
// May 15, 1937
! Krs. Bhods Jemes was barn near Shady Point, Sugar loef
County, in the Choctaw Nation, some time in the year 1869,
and now resides wi thin e.ight miles of where she was btorn.
Her mot her, Emily fobley, came to the Iniian Territory at
the time of the Removel of the Indians from Mississippi and
settled near Shady Point, he does not know whether or not
her father accompanied her, as he died when Mrs, James was
8 amall child, 8he attended s chool at Shady Point-them
called Double Springs - where fora time John Payne was &
‘teacher, later the school was taught by Yacob Jackson.
‘he terms of scho(ol' w wlly ren fran September to Mex ch
each year,

She cannot recall the year in which she was married but
aum;xes it was at an early age; At the time of her marriage,
both she and her ;nxaﬁam were very poor. They erected a
amall cabin on the gromd wher'e She now 1ives, Her husband
workqd around in the community wherever work could be found,
- He found &;m 1d&ab1; wark mking fende.ralls, for which he
= reooive; pévmtlyg-ﬁy; cﬁti per hundred, This was usually

paid in trade, such as bacon,-lard, flour, sugar and grygoods.
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When crops vwere being made, woth she and her husband found
anployment at fifty cents per day each. In thelir early ’
tma:c'ried life th/ef owmed no cows, but were furnished a cow
by those mor /fortunate. later, however, they were able
to buy cows and a horse or two.
At that time cows and calves could be bought for
tiff’e/on dollars, A small horse ¢ould be bought for the
/,e/a/me asnounte Corn wuslly brought fifty cents per bushel,
/ Her husbend, Ben Jemes, a Choctew Indien, was borm in
1862 and died February 20th, 1905, and lies buried in the
Jame s Cemetery which is within one hundred yards of the
Jemes home, ,

She later married Frank James with wham she lived until
his death on Uctober 2lst, 1936, He slso is buried in the
James Ceametery, whaich, incidentally, is one of the most neat
and well-;nspt cane teri es the writer has ever been privileged
to seo.//It contains seventeen graves which are interspersed
nﬂx/{uutiml cedar trees and other shrubbery and all in-
closed., 1Its size is gpproximately ninety by ninety feet,

, Their trading point was Scully'vilie, which in Chooctaw
langus ge means Mmeytown, for it wes at this place that

percapita payments were usually made, Feasts or pionics would

!



occasionally be held at this place and a gala time had.

She recalls hearing her mother relate her experiences
both b;tore and after the removal, Her mother said that
there was co’nsidarable oppodl tion emong the Indians to 'being
ranoved from their Missiasippi homes % the Indian rerritory,
dhis oppositin was so strang that quite a number refused to
leave their hanes, with th‘e reault that only a‘ part of the
Choctaw pecple were removed, The oppositionists warned those
who camsented to the removal that the land then offered them
would egein be taken from them just as it had Seem done in
Miasissippi. According to the mother of Mrs. James, the
Yhoctaws were not accorded the best of treatment wﬁile in
Missisaippi, Th;y were not psrmitted t0 hunt on any land
owned by Whites, and if any game was killed on such land
by the Indians, they would be subject to severe punishment.
the Indians were restricted in many other wa.ya and were far
from being happy under such restrictions. After removing
to the Indian Territory the Indians had not fully recovered
from the effects of the trip from Missisai_ppi, before the
Civil War with its dovapﬁting'*erfects overtook them. The
families of such Chostaws as—entered the war were left heip-

less, '
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Many of them walked to Doaksville where a great many such
tamilies were congregateds Foal becams scarce and they
‘remrnod t0o their homes to find the & tuation no better.
Then the pastwar pariod with its reconstruction years,
Small _wonder thogse years ware mferred to as "rhe Vell of
Teara,

Mrs, James took, as a part of her land allotment, the
lend upon which she and her first husband, Ben James, settled
.when they married and it is here that she atill resides. She
is & deeply religious woman and has erested at her own expense
& small church ne&r her house. Dsnominationally, she is a
Mathodi st, and whenever posaible she has a preacher of that
faith to hold services, This interview was conducted with the
aid of her Grendson who served as int;rprotor, as she herself
doed not speak Mglish, She is & fullblood Choctaw and is
justly praud of har pecple, & people who, in the face of

broken treaties, evictions fram their hcmos, and all sorts

of hardships, still showan admirable spirit of Tribal pride,



