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Investigator, Lillian Gassaway \
February 21, 1938. ,

Interview ŵ ith fcsrs. J. C, Spearman
\ 702 West Georgia

Anadarko, Oklahoma.

% mother made the run in Old Oklahoma She came

down from Kansas with three children in a wagon. She was

a woman who thought that if you wanted a thing%ou had to

go after it. She wanted 8 homestead so she left my father

in Kansas and made the run herself. Father was a Methodist

minister and couldn't leave at the tiias. Besides us chil-

drs&, she had a pig,, two hens and a rooster in the wagon* .

She drove all1 the first day and that night she stopped

; near a spring* The next morning she got up and looked
'• . \ ~ . - •

around and decided that it was a very good place. So she

saitl, "Well, here is where Ifm going to stay. It looks

like a pretty good plade and I had just as well take it."

Ity father earns later. This place was two and one half

.miles northwest of J&ilhall, Oklahoma*

' A young man, Joe Brown, staked a claim that joined

my mother's. He l&ter married my sister and they still
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Bfy father died a few years a l t e r we cams to Oklahoma.

When the*town of Mulhall was la id out firs. Jack Mulhall

bought some lota in the cemetery. Then, when my father died

Bile came'to my mother and gave the lo t s to her* Llother

offered to buy them but she said, "No," that when the lo t s

were gotten they to se them, bu t she had changed

her mind. She said their1 family would be put to rest on

their own p3ace and that she wanted to give mother the lots

as an act of friendship. My father was laid to rest one

afternoon and that night one of my sisters passed away.

Mrs. Mulhail lived or. a.ranch a little way from town but she

-came to my.sister's funeralf and walked most of the way

gathering blue and white daisies as she came,, weaving them

into a wreath for the casket* «e had no hot houses then.

These things were never forgotten.

In a few years my mother married again and in 1900 she

went to Guthrie for a while, then to Oklahoma City where she

worked in the K*cKann«* Sanatorium. It was while in this

sanatorium that she heard of^an opening that was to be at

• the Kiowa Agency. The mess cook was thinking of leaving,

and there was no one to take her place. After considering

\
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• the situation 'she caine to Anadarko in 1904 ani cooked for

' the raen/at'.the Agency, •"""••.•, ' "

The Agency house wa.s built of pdsts, stood upright in

the ground, #nd plastpred up with some clay mixture. George

Chandler, an Indian, said thet this wSs the f i rs t school

house in Anadarko. The old, house soon be"can,e so dilapidated

that i t .couldn't be used with comfort, the,, njy mother took

over part-of' Fred ^chleglfe^s house and did home baking e»-d

continued.to feed the single men a t the agency. •>
* * *

Fred Sclilegle was the Governufini blacksmith for nany

^ years, uat i i there 'was not so nsuch work to do o account of

. the carp and trucks: 'and, ,tfoo, he was^ettii^-o1^. - he was

the one who' told lay mother about the openiag, far a cook t-t'the

,; * mess house • He had"1 gone; to the aana toriura for treatment.
• < • • ' • • • ' .

'. - \ ' ' • • . ' ' '

The doctors didn't-^rant the cook to leave', but when she

..finally $id leave Vx. Schlegle sent K^ther word apd* she fe l t

that she could-do better, QO she riade application and/was
acceptedf We Btayed at tfee agency-ebx>ut four years, then

we proved to the Î ew Anedarko, and the next year .my mother (,

died, ny step-father having died some time before•

v .
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Mkeu Mr. Schlegle quit working he moved to i»ew Town .

(Anadarko) and livod with .Mr* and Krs. John Becker until

his death. -'So*. Sehlegle's wife was an Indian and it is

aaid that during a flood here in about 1684, she acted as >

messenger carrier, and swam the river OJ horseback to take

the messages, *'hen we came here in 1904, &r. ̂ chlegle had
*

the horse he said that ahe rode. It was twenty' years old

then. . . •

itr. 5chlegle kept a kind of diary that he always kept

under lock and key'. In this diary he had the record of

4 -

"everything that happened and the date, eyen down to the

time of day* I neyer knew what became of that book.' "
i

Harwellf a squawman who lived just east of the

Agency, cared for the de'er that were kept by the^gency.

They had taken the de&CL-fajoffi-the^tirttle^parlc in f ront of'

the o f f i ce Lui lding and put them in a pen e a s t of &r.^Far-

w e l l ' s house. The buck was bad about jumping t he fence

and running around j u s t a s he pleased and the c h i l d r e n .

going t o and from Hew Anadarko to school were always warned

to look out for him for he was mean. One day the buck got
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Mrs* Farwoll down and injured her so with his antlers

that she never recovered. ?bB deer were then taken and

put back in the little pen and a double height fence

was ppt around It. In tiflie the deer were turned loose

and were eventually killed off.


