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Investigators GCrace Zelley,
: Jvetober 18, 1937.

Lnibrvie' with mancy v. “ruitt,
Shulter.
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When;l wasitﬁgﬁty-oﬁe ! was leaft a widow so 1 came
here with‘my fa£her. e came on the railroad to "ufaul.

* ‘and my father got a farm eighteen miles from Bufaula.

.\Ihere Fare only three white famiiies in that vicinity and
they 1ived five miles apart.

. When we first came here, the indians wouldn't mset
you in the road but would ride éround you. 'L don't know
it tgéy ware n?raid or ‘what their reason was. After we
got acquainted with some ofith;m,'they made good friends
and neighbors. nhén they would kill a beaf or hog or cut
a4 bes~-trac downe on~a of them wo;ld bring some to us and

- hpl&,their gift.outitoward us and grunt. ‘The younger
ones could talk knglishfbut the older oﬁes cauld not.
Tﬁey would come to se~ us and sit for a couple- of hours /

éithout talking, just looking at us. ﬁe would try to

2glk to them and thgy:would'stick out their lips w&nd

point at us. 1he boys told us later that they did thet¢

, . .

because they couldn't understand us.

. \
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¥hen an Indian mam end wife went anywhere, he walked
rirst and she followd him. When they rods in the wagon
- ke rode on the seut and she sa&t on a blanket flat in the
ba‘;k of the wagon. - Une day a couple went to town-he was
sitting on the sea?; thss t;gon was ;mpty, and she was riding
on the coupling pole. then they cume past,going back home,
she was riding the coupling‘ pols., ‘1 d&n't knows if she ro:ie
the eiglt‘een miles thers and ~cighteen miles back on it but
it looked that way. ~'1‘hey always had a blanket around them.
1 was at Lharley Hiley's Bouse when his wife was sick
and died. 1hey got an old indisn man to come thers and
doctor her. He took some roots and boiled them, took the
roots out and blowed in the water the roots had been boiled
in u.iti: a }féng' quill. Then he sai,d something and blowed
into it again-~for three or four times. Mo took a cup of

the watar and gave it to the sick woren as medicine.

My cousin went hunting for squirrel on Mill Creek.

2 Y

Ihe wild hogs took after him and.put him up 2 tree whers
h@ stayed a night and day or until the hogs laft and ha

could safely go home . ‘they killed his dogs. !sveryom
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,tufned their hogs out and fenced thes rgrms in. uhenevar
you ‘wanted to,k}il a8 hog you juest went out and killed it
and were not perticular whe ther it was yo;rs or not.

IOBA Saxton too# the meil from %ufaula to ¥etumka..
His home was half way betweeg)&ni_on the dinger Prairie.
s~ would go to ®“ufeula and stay all night; the next morn-
ing ke would go home and change horses and go‘on to
vetumkyg where he stayed all night. lhe next morning he
came back by hi; home and changed horses and ®ent on %o
Rufaulq. His hame was his “st&ge stund.”™ The hack wa=m
closed in and held a few ps8sengeTs.

Mr. Sipnger was a merchant at Yufaula at th;t tima
and had 2 big ranch and un awful bunch of cgttle. I'm
not good at numbering cattle but there were cver a thousand
I'm sure kn;f way between Wetumka end Xufaula . ‘these ‘
cattle were 80 bad that you couldn't pass through thegé
afoéf but had to.riée. g

rom Secales first had a store ‘at “ufaula and then moved
it to Netumk;.- Ula§ oaxton fraighted‘fof him and others.

Ha had 2 wegon aml four teams hitched to it at the same
time. 2is teams wers horses but some used oxen. He
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haulad flour, coffee, meat, hogc or anything the mcrchanv

ordered from Eufaula Just as a train takea thmgs from
' ,a 3 . - . . R : .“.~;.
one town to another. - .

\"'
°

One- time I watched some negroes who haé f%ur wagons,

© with four oxen to esc¢h ®agon, erossing g creek when it

®as up..-. 'Ihe four oxen would puil the wagons across i;he ‘

creek bu‘c wben they came to the other bank it 'ves 80 aliek

) thaf; they couldn t get it out of the ":ster, and the water

was «o fast 1% would about take the wagon down the stream

P

';'Ihey unhodm d the teams frai one wagon and added them to

‘the:o;xe ’thpy vwere trying to ge_t acroes. The last wagon was

»
P

'-‘:;and out. of the creek.

80 heavy that they hed eight yoke of oxen to pull it eeross

" There was & ferry on the Canadien between Indianola

'sind Eufeula.

e,

e ~

-, I knew several of the Light JHorsemen dbut don't remember

:the némea. of any but Duke Beiryhill of Hitchita.

‘t

.t Bass Rgeeve%nd Grant% Johnson were colored officers,

.'u. }éarsh‘é wn‘d Deputy, I bel ieve, at Eufaula. Tbey could

-»_.,,\

‘talk Oreel( aad the Creeks liked negroes better then they

) aid w};i‘te_i:j,,i' .su'ppose ig the meason they had colored officers.

‘:vq’a
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Tﬁia -B;ss Beeiea hed the neme of being s good ‘officer and ~

V('\b

‘vm.en he went asfter 2 man he got him. One time‘ he vent

after twn mean negroes and knew “han he left that ir h&

~~

didn't xill thaza‘v&hox would kill him, for 1% would- be
impossible to.bring th‘eml-baek'a}‘ive'.w ;zﬁén ha found them
theyéwere :1yiﬁg under & tree asleeia but<béfdn_e,he could.
get to them one awakened.end got up. Bass,'staxfted talking

.

.~ to him and gave him e' 1etter to read. :',By t»hat time the

‘bther one we's up Shen the first bad read the letter
.. Bass told him to le’i the other oms recd it ﬁfhen he turned ‘'~

tg give the letter.to the other ‘ons Bass shot him anﬁ then R

'shot the.secend‘ b_gfa-,re hc could iraw. That\looks 1ike a

v e,
O
TS

~ cold blooded murder to u8 now bﬁt it. was rea_'lly qui_qk
- thi}llfl;lg and bravery. ‘C/ (

The killing of Mery Lord caused trouble. ‘Joe‘Lord ~,
had tskeh a load of corn to the Pottawet.o‘mi_e cotmn:y
es they were moving there. His wife-and thre; children
stéyed 8t their home in the Seminole comtry. Two
Seminoles got to tal}dng abou‘twwhere they could go to

get & drink. The one named Logan was & nevw-comer to that

place and didn't heve a saddle. Tom McGissley s8id they

r~
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could borrow a saddle from Joe Lorﬁ}fbr he knew him well.
%hen they got there Mrs. Lord said the only one there

N . I~
:was a borro#ed one and she couldn't lozn it as it wasn't

hers. She gave them a drink of water from the bucket ~

#fid they went on awey. That night Tom XcGissley suggest-~

ed thet they go back snd rod her &s he knew ahg hed some
_money. fhen theyﬁgot back there she was rockiﬁg the
beby by‘%he fire. They b?oke ;hg\door open and she

hed & gun {n her hands. One of them t;ok the gun from
her and hit her over the hesd with 1t. By that time
they were out on the porch’and on& of them threw the
beBy~back ;nto tﬁe house. (The other two child%&n had
hidden under the bedé] Then they dregged her around the
house. After they were gone tﬁe eigpt'year 0ld chilgn

ren to & neighbor and “told the story. A mob of whites
ggthered up & bqnéh of Indians and the two children

’ identified the guilty Indisns. A big fire wes built

and Logen c;hfiased to everything, puttizg the blame on

Tom McGissley who.wouldn't cﬁgt&:a a#ything. Théy were
tied but standing. Tom bowed his head and jumped into ,

the fire, which hed been built fof the purpose of bura-

]
&

/
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ing them. Their arms were burned off tt-) the eibows and ‘' their \
legs were byrned off to their kriees. They were buried on,
~Henry Teylor's pleacs. | , ’l i \\ |
tbout fifteen of the mod :';vere given a sentence of fif{een
yerrs esch for. this act. One of them went to N‘o Yan's lLand
to escape arrest end I talked to him after he hed stayed
there twenty-five yezrs &nd he t0ld me it '?és & rough place
” to stey. )
¥iley Taylor, 2 Semiﬁole, and another were sitting on
top of a fence telking and g-t to talkiné about the trouble. =
The other one condemned the whites snd “iley eeid it was '
whet the two Indiens deseﬂ;d. They got mad end found )
. ~ 1/

themselves on the ground fighting and “iley wes on the ” 7 )

bottom. He drew his knife and used it but the court decided’ - / /

—

he was protecting himgelf. N -

Right efter they were mobbed, the whites.got scared
ané went to\’I:ecumseh. The Indians got scared and went
the other way into ‘ﬁéwoka. #e knew notaing of the troubdble
8o my husband took a load of cotton té) Tecumseh. As it was
fiffeen miles it was dark when he got there and heard about

. the trouble. He hadn't seen & white person nor an Indian

on the wey as they had &ll left, some not even taking the
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time to shut their dodrs. The hardwure store loened ;very¢
one gung and they pickoted the town. My‘iuaband Qas worri ed
about us gnd afraid to come home for fear he w;uld meet
the Indiens whon-;hey czme to Tecumseh. ';ﬁe next morning
he came héme before b£eakfast and wa; 80 rélieved to find
us all ;ight.r
ie turned ‘the hogs into th~ hay and put the other ,
'é;ings where the Wolves couldn't ga# to tiem and went to
the Péttawatomie country for a week., The Indi na were‘as
scared as we were sng hed no intention of starting trouhle
but were afraid we would hold them responeible for the
actions of those two end were as glagd 50 be let alﬁne'es
.va were.,
- Mary Lord had five hundred dollers sewed in & 'pocket

in her peﬁticéat when the neighbors sesrched efter she was

ki.led.

o®



