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Fie ld Worke r ' s nanie Grace

This r e p o r t made on ( d a t e ) October 1 3 , 1937

1. Name Nancy E. P r u i t

2. p;>st office Addrasc Shulter, Oklahoiaa

3. Recid^nao -address. ( -r 1 jcation) .<est side x)f, town, rock house

4. Day Year

5. Place ".£ Virth Tennessee.

v6. Tanie of Father Robert oaxton ^ plaoo of . -b i r t ' i T e R n e s s . e e

x

.Other infornatiV vll o it fhth^r 'v :
•J- •

?. Kara '->f T '^ther ilulie/Hannon Pi&jj»e of bi r th Alabama ,_

'*: Other information about rr.othor

"otos or. c^mplet^ iTirr.itlvc by tl.e f i-=»ld worker doaling with thS- -
JNlfe. and story.^of zl.e lerron ir.f erviev/ed. Refer tc J:.anunl for r's
suggested cub^t^ts ur.d quosti'.n.:;.. Q..ntinuu dh' blank'..sh^-etn af*̂  '
necessary &.nd atta^j-^ f.^rr/.y Co »his J'-orm. T'uiiber of? sneetrj ." -
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Instigator* °race *elley,
; October 18, 1937.

wit* nancy "". r
Shulter.

«kea, J- was ^twenty-one 1 was l»ft a widow so l came

here with my father. *»e came on tb» railroad to "ufaul.

and my father got a farm eighteen miles from TSufaula.

ihere were only .three white families in that vicinity and

they 11-fBd five miles apart.

. When we f i r s t came hare, the .Indians wouldn't ia*et

you in the road tut would rid* around you. -i don't know

if they war* afraid or-what th»ir reason was. After we " *•

got acquainted with some of them, they mad<* good friends

and neighbors, nhen th«y would k i l l a b»*f or hog or cut

a bee-tre** down, on« of them would bring some to us and i1

hold their gift out toward us and grunt. The younger •

ones could' talk ^ngLish" but the older ones could not.

They would com* to se» us and s i t for a couple of hours

without talking, just looking at us. He would try to

talk to them and they .would stick out their l ips &nd

point at us . pie boys told us later that they did.that '

because they couldn't understand us- •
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«h.6B an Indian mas and wife went anywhere, he walked

f i r s t and she followed him. «k*2 they rode in the wagon

he rode on the seat and sho sat on a blanket f l a t in the
.•>

back of the wagon. - une day a couple sent to town-he was
t », 'i . *

sitting on the seat, Vm wagon was *mpty, and sh* was riding

on the coupling pole. »faen they camft past,going back home;

she was riding the coupling pol*. i don't kno« if she rode

the eiglteea miles there and Eighteen miles back on i t but

i t looked that way. They always had a blanket around them.

i was at uharley Kiley's House when his wife was sick

and died, 'ikey got an old Indian mas to come there and

doctor her* &e took soras roots ani boiled them, took the

roots out and blowed in the water the roots had been boiled

in with a long- quil l . Then he said something ami blowed

into i t again—for three or four times.. &> took a cup of

the £&te? and gave i t to the sick wocan as asdicine.

ay cousin went hunting for squirrel on Mill Creek,

xhe wild hogs took after him and* put him up a trp*» where

he stayed a night and day or until the hogs l i f t and he

could safely go horns. They kil led his dogs.
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turaed their hogs out and fenced the farms in . whenever

you wanted to k i l l a hog you just went out and killed i t

and were not par t icular whether i t was yours or not.

Mose fcaxton took the mail from ^ufauld to itetumka.-

His homo was half way between, ani on the &ing«r P ra i r i e .

&> would go to Kufaula ahd stay a l l night; the next morn-

ing he would go home and change horses and go on to

He.tumka where he stayed a l l night, the next, morning he

came back by his home and changed horses and w*»nt on to

Kufaula. -His homo was his "stage stand." The hack ^ ?

closed in and held a few passengers.

Mr* l inger was a merchant a t ^ufaula a-t that time

and had a big ranch and an awful bunch of ca t t l e . I'm

not good at numbering ca t t le but there were ever a thousand

Ifm sure kalf way between «etumka aad Sufauia . '.these

catt le were »o bad that you couldn't pass through there

afoot but had to r i de .

itaa scales f i r s t had a stora :at ^ufaula and then moved

i t to netumkft.- ulay ^axton freighted for him and others.

tie. had a wagon ani four teams hitched to i t a t the same

time, flis teams were horses but some used oxen. Up
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hauled flour, coff«e, meat, ftog« or anything the merchant.

ordered from Eufaula ju s t , a s a t rain takes thiags from"-.

. one town to another. . ... , •' " '

One-time I watched some negroes who ha4 : fc-ur wagons,...

' with four oien to each ^agon, c ross ing , a- creek :when i t '

was"up..-. Ihe four oxen would pu l l the wagoni across the

creek but when they came to the a the r bank i t ' w a s s o i s l i c k .

thai, they cou ldn ' t get i t out of the v?eter, and" the water

"• was'.i?o -faat i t would about take the ^agon down the stream.
• ' : . . " ' • ; ; • <<•> ' '

\7he.y';unh,o3c*. d the teams from one wagon and added them to

"the one 'they were trying to get across. Th<» l a s t wagon was

,";«p heavy that they hed eight yoke of oxen to pull i t across

•/and out. of the creek.

There wa«s a ferry on the Canadian between India nola

end itefeula, - -

\ .^ I knew several of the Light .Horsemen but don ' t remember

'•the. nsnfc'g. of any but Duke Berryhill of Hitchita.

:, 3ass Ree-veafend Grant Johnson were colored off icers ,

U. £. Margn'av| .n"d Deputy, I believe, a t Eufaula. They could
talk Cre<»fc',.&n4 V^> Creeks liked negroes be t t e r -Qiaa they

i.!.£ «uppo*e i s the reason they had colored off icers .
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This Bass B e a c h e d the name 6f- being a good roff,ictr and ^-'

*hen he went ef ter a raaa, he .got Mat. 0a« timer he went

after t*Q mean negroes and knew «hea. he l e f t t ha t , i f he

didn't k i l l therrf'ihey would k i l l him, for i t would-be

impossible to. bring them .-back a l i v e . - ^hsn HA found them
r*- .• • *

they were lying under a t ree asleep but before.he could- ,

get ( to them one awakened, and got up. Bass s tar ted talking

to him and gave .him e l e t t e r to read. \.By that time tht

other" one wa;s-up. •;. «hen the f i r s t had read the l e t t e r

Bass told him to l e ^ the .other one resd i t . Shea he turned *

-.tq give the l e t t e r - t o the other ;0tte B&sa sfeot him an5^ then '
shot the.-second, before he could draw. ' That looks like a.

cold blooded murder to us now but it HS S really quick

<

thinking and bravery.w

The k i l l ing of Mary Lord caused trouble. "-Joe Lord

hod taken a load of corn to the Pottawetomie country

as they were moving there . His wife-and- three children

stayed s t the i r home in the Seminole country. T»o

Seminoles got to talking about where they could go to

get a drink. The one named Logan was a new-comer to that

place and d idn ' t have a saddle. Tom MeGisaley said they
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could borrow a saddle from Joe Lord for he knew him well .

When they got there Mrs. Lord said the only one there

was a borrowed one an,d she couldn't l oan ' I t as i t wasn't'

hers. She gave them a drink of water from the. bucket ^

a'ftd they went on away. That night Tom McGisaley suggest-

ed that they go back end rob her as he knew she bed some

money, ^hen theyJ5ot back there she was rocking the

beby by the f i r e . They broke the door open and she

had a gun in her hands. One of them took the gun from •

her and h i t her over the head with i t . By that time

they were out on the porch and one of them threw the

into the house. (The other two children had

hidden under the bed) Then they-'dragged her around the

house. After they *ere gone the eight year old child

ran to a neighbor android ^ e s tory. A mob of whites

gathered up a bunch of Indians and the two children

identified the gui l ty Indians. A big f i re was b u i l t

and Logan confessed to everything, putting the blame on

Tom McGissley who.wouldnft confess anything. They wer»

tied but standing. Tom bowed his head and jumped into
•

the f ire, , which had been b u i l t fot the purpose of bum-
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ing them. Their ann3 were burned off to the elbows and ' thei r
legs were burned off to their knee«. They were buried on*. ^A \ '•-Henry Teylor's place. ' .. " \

V

- \

. - About fifteen of the mob were given a sentence of fifteen

yeprs each for th is ac t . One of them went to No Man's Land

to escape arres t end I talked to him after he had stayed

there twenty-five years end he told me-it 'was a rough place

" to stay.

tfiley 'Taylor, a Sgminole, and another were s i t t i ng on

top of a fence tellcing and g~t to telking about the trouble. "*

The other one condemned the whites and Wiley eeid i t was

what the two Indians deserved. They got mad and found

themselves on the ground fighting and T«"iley was on the

bottom. He drew his knife and uŝ ed i t but the court decided,

he was protecting, himself. ' ~~'

Right af ter they were mobbed, the whites got scared

pnd went to Tecumseh. The Indians got scared end went

the other way into fiewoks. fit knew nothing of the trouble

so my^husband took a load of cotton to Teeu-nseh. As i t was

fifteen miles i t was dark when he got there and heard about

. the trouble. He hadn't seen a white person no*» an Indian

on the way as they had ' a l l l e f t , some not even taking the
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time to shut their d o ^ a . Bie hardware store loaned •very-

one; guns and they picketed the town. My^husband w|s worried

about us s-md afraid to come home for fear he would meet

the Indians »a«n* they came to Tecumseh. The next morning

he came home before breakfast and was so relieved to find

us a l l r i gh t . .

ft'e turned 'the hogs into th*» hay and put the other

things where the wolves couldn't get to tHem and went to

the Potta>«atomie country for a week. The Indk na were as

scared as we were end had no intention of s t a r t ing trouble
t

but were afraid we would hold thea responsible for the

actions of those two and were as glad to be l e t el^ne as

-we were.

Mary Lord had five hundred dollars sewed in a 'pocket

in her pett icoat when the neighbors searched af te r sh« was

ki l led .


