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Sept. 15, 1937, , ..

An Interview With Mary Lewis Sparks,

«

Mrs. Mary Lewis Sparks of ‘Atwaad, “hoqtew and Chiok-

aaéu was born eighteen miles from Hartshorne in 1879,

Her grandmother, came from Mississippi and her mother

-

was torn Yn the tndian Terrioory.
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Her faxheg,who wes 8 "htckasaw cume from ueormia.

v

¥hen her grandmother left§&1Q§issini she left almost

everything as the Governmegt=1@uld let them bring very

"
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. Nrs, Sparks attended sehool at New Hope neax old
**q
Skulleyville where there was anilndian 800001 and the

attended college at DalrQB Texas fér two yeers and Baird

Gollegs at Clinton Missouri for one  term. o o

She began 6eaching at the:ége of eighteén'and heyx

first sohacl was in the mountains in the McGee Valley and
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the post qffice was Daisy. This ‘'was a mixed school but

the gchool had to have at least ten Indian children enrclled

before. the Government would let them heve a school. Her
' . / - -
salary was $35.00. The white children were to poy & tuition

fee of $1,50 per month but very few paid the tuition fees
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Nrse Sximrka taught one term near MeAlester. This was
a mixed school and had.about ‘fiftesn white cﬁiidi'en.
She enly collected $1.50 tuffion for all of them.  She’
then teught one year at Hartshorne.and one year at Ti'.
Then she came to Newburg, was marri 4 to Mre ) ,

Sparks who was the superintendent of Sardis Indian Saho-l,

where elghteen Indian chfildren were bonrders. .
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The Government paid Mre anﬁ Mrs, Sparks $100.00".
_This paid the board and Mrs, Sparks salary for tesching. °
Then, ~there was gienty of game such'as wild turkey,
deer, rabbits and squirrels. The large bays would some-

t.in‘_x‘es go with Mr, Sparks hunting,
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_ Before this twe‘rmhor,achool was out a son was born
to M.’ and Mrs, Sparks, That winter after the weather-
£ot bad Mr. end Mrs. Sparks' had school at hHome and in
that way the trip to thehachqél. house waavsav'ed-.. This

ended Mrs, Sparks' teaching career,
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