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An Interview With* Mary Lewis Sparks,

Mrs, &iary Lewis Sparks of Atwood, '-hoo.tew and Ohiok-

asaw, was born eighteen miles from Hartshorne in 1879.

Her grandmother,came from Mississippi and her mother

was born la the Indian Territory.

Her father, who was a Ohickasaw, came from Georgia.

VJhen her grandmother leftiki^sisai-jpi she left almost

everything as the Government -would let them bring very

little. -

' . Mrs« Sparks attended sohiool ̂ t^New Hope near bid

Steulleyville where there was an Jndiah school and she

attended' college at Dallas^Texas^ fdr two years and Ba'ird

College at Clinton l£issouri;for ona^term. j , • , *

She began teaahing at the age of eighteen and her

first scj|£Ql was In the mountains? In the McGee Valley and

the post office v?as j)aisy» This was a mixed school but

the school had to have at least ten Indian children*enrolled

before, the Government would let them have a school. Her

salary was $35«00, The white children were to pay a tuition

fee of #1,50 per month but very few paid the tuition fee*
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lira* Sparks taught one term near MaAlester. This was

a mixed school and had about f i f t een white ch i ld ren .

She only oolleoted $1.50 t u i t i o n for a l l of them. She"

then taught one year a t Hartshorne.and one year a t T i .

Then she came to Newburg, was raarri d to Mr.

Sparks who was the superintendent of Sard i s Indian Soho " 1 ,

where eighteen Indian chi ldren were bonrders. _» ".

The OOTer'nment plaid'Mr. and Mr,s. Sparks $100.00.

This paid the board and M r s . S p a r k s sa la ry for teaching*

Then,- there was p lenty of game such as wild .ti'j?key»

deer , r a b b i t s and s q u i r r e l s . The l a rge boys would some-

times go with Mr» Sparks hunting*

Before t h i s term of school was out a son was born

to M r / and Itrs* Sparks. That winter $ f t e r the weather'

^ o t bad Mr* and Mrs* Sparks had school a t home and in

tha t -way the t r i p to the school house was saved. This

ended Mrs. Sparks t each ing c a r e e r .
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