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| SPENCER, JAMES T. . INTERVIEW, .

A Interview with Jhmasl Te Spencer, (White)

— ) B ‘
. . Ls We Wilson =ww—ew=aw» Field Worker,

AR Historical Indian Resesarch Work.

*yiiiiiii$i*i*************************T***********g;******

Mr, Spencer answers all quéstiona and'*b%qnﬁgere the

following answers, f\

o

I am 69 yea}s 0ldo Born in Terre Haute, Indiana.
Came along with m& parents to Indian Territory in 1871.
- FATHER --=- Jamess T. Spencer, born in Ohio, moved
\%QﬁInﬁiggg\gnd on to Indian Territory in 1871,
MOTHER w=emee carrfg Morgan épegbep, born in Ohio,

_moved to Indiana and on’to Indien Territory im 1871,

' REMOVAL TO INDIAN TERRITORY.

I, when only a babe, left along with my parents
o g : and
from Terre Haute, Indianakwith fgur wagone ,complete c@mp

outfit. We trg;yoled along what is jow highway #40 to '

T,

East Sta Louia, Illinois, crossed the Missisaippi River
on brigge at East st. Louis, then a toll bridgo through
W

"St. Louis, Miqgouri, and traveled in a southwest direc-

tion along, about what 13 now Us S, Highway Noe. 266, to

Sggingfield, Hissouri, and thence on southw'lt to the >~
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éuapaw Country ;n the Indiap Territory, sogth-

east of‘Baxter Springs,'Kansas, or what is now,

Quapaw, Oklahoma. e reinned there a year,

and thenéé; to the Johnny Cake’ Trading Post near

what is now Dewey and Bertlesville, Oklahoma. -
" Ve settled down to farmiqg‘énd stock raising. h
- Johnny Cake himself was a Delaware Indian.’

The reason of our removal, was to forge
for%ard into a new country for my parents felt the
Spportﬁnitiesuwé?eagreater than they were back

&, - 'ant. | - ' %,

LIFE AND CUSTOMS

As we arrived herefonly'six years. after the
- close of the Civil War, we found the people in.what

I would term a pitiable plight.  iost of the homes’

hgd been destroyed by opposing factions at far, and

by Indian reids made by the wild Indiens. Tha peo- /
ple ;a a whole were going £hrough.a period of rehab-
“ilitation, building log houses or cabins of one or

~  two rooms. - In most every case there was a large stone

fireplace built in each réom. Some of the wealthier

i

. ’ gy g D
whites and mixed bloods lived in larger

4
%

e U s U U



SPENCER, JAMES T, INTERVIEW

-~

‘houses of frame construction, The lumber haflng
b;en hauled by ox teams from Kansas, if horses
were ngt available., The peopio lived a Simple
. life. They just lived at home, produéing nearly
(all that they ate or wores They killed their oW
meat, beef, pork, venison. Dried beef was a
common thing in those days. (There were no fice
boxes or refrigerators to keep it from spoiling).
-‘ They ground their own corn with a morter and pestle
and before cotton gins came in, the cotton seed
‘was_picked‘out by hand. The cotton was raiéed
only for hqme use and in some instance; the cot-
ton would havoito be brought in from parts farther
south than our immediate community. Some shébp
.were’raised and wool could be hade %he wool was
\“sheared from the sheep and the cotton and the
: woalwerecéréed, spun, and woven into cloth, The
giinniﬁg wheél, reel, and .loom was uaed'tS‘make
the qloth. The cléth was d&ed bx the use‘of vay:
ious barks being boiied down to a solution and~the
thread dipped-in fﬁe solution, Sumdggénd?cqugxgs

sclution uoul&-makg:a~tan,%ibéaESre a red, ?ﬁ§;go,'

=7
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The people found time for recreation and
social 8£fairs along with their work. They were

hospitable by nature and enjoyed v@aitfng.friendd,

neighbors, picnics, barbécues, gances, hogseura&es;

foot racea, fox hdnta, coyotes chaaes,acamp mee t~

ings, and then some times the neighbors‘would all

*

Zather and have a cabin raising, They would build

, & cabin in a day for some of their frineds who -

*

were sick or afflicted and not able to do it for -
theméelves.
The country as a whole was in its original

M 4

condition, except for little clearings hefe and

" thers. The prairies were waist high with sage

and blue stem grass, Every place was wild game

- .according to what their.native haunt might be,

rabbits, (Cotton tail and Jaék) o'possum, racoon,
beér, and wild pigeons by the thousandzg;
..a There was some wild hogs in the cane brsakes

along the streams as well &8 a few wild cattle,

Hogs and cattle hiad been domesticated but went wild

.. Prairie cﬁipkéna, quéfigggguirrels, turkeys, deer,

A

AR

3
'
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on account of beingyleft behind when fho War
began’ Aii ‘the rivers and creeks were full of
ali kinds and varieties of soft water specieo
Wild honey was plentiful, for wild bees in-‘
‘fested the trees with bee gams and to'cut a,
single tree and rob it would mean enough honey
to last the entire winter, Nuts in the Fall of
the year were gatheied. Hickory nuts, walnuts,
pecans, some hazél nuts, ang chinquapins,
PlAnting of fruit trees*was.plow to come:into
its own, due to the asbundance ofuwild plum,
cherriés, and wild berries of}all kinds, black-
berries, dewberries, huckleberries, strawberries,
grapes and mulberries, As time crept on, hand .
grinders and grist mills operated b& horse power
and water wheels came in to their own day as
well as saw mills and flour mills which operated
in the Same manner, From the flailing and horse
trea&ing of the wheat and oats from the straw,
came the horse power threshers, Tims, p#tience,
and striving all the;time for the better,.we

.

forged on. - ) g\ /
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Travel and trade increased daily, with the
freight wagons and stage coaches, and the steam-
boats that ceme up the Arkansas River from Me;phis,
New Orleans, Little Rogk, and Fort Smith, laéﬁiné
at Skulleville, Webber Falls, and Fort Gibson, In=
dian Territorye. Then came the rail;oads.

 Schools (private, §ubscription, and other=
wise) together with the q}ssiona increésedo The
English language was taught in all the schools
to White and Indiens alike., Preachers end teachers
were not only'of the White Race, but nuﬁﬁers of
them were Indians whose education had been recgived
in the misg{ons; Kansas, or 5ack.East in the colleges.
All of the people were justly pr&ﬁd of the great .
strides of progfeés:they were making, not only ed-
ucating and civilizing themselves, but they were |
eager that_the rest of the world should know about
it, and they would write back to their friends and
loved ones in the states and tell them of fhe wone
derful opportunities in tﬁis(iew(land’or ourse

-

I remember once & month I use to beg my father
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to let me ridé’horsebaok thirty miles to-Caney,
Kansas, from the Johnny Caeke Trading Post where
we lived to get the mail and how I would return
sometimes with\w@ét would make a croker sack
full, Finally, Post Offices were established

at all Trading Posts, villages and hamlets,
Mail was hauled into the Territary from the
States by stage-coa;h and horse-back, Rallroads
then came -through, and Post Orfic;s,were located
at ‘every station. Today, much of our mail comes

by plane, and as a result, we have it delivered

to our door in a“very short time,

~ :
’ INDIAN TRIBES IN THE TERRITORY.

— : The Five Civilized Tribes (Cherokee, Creek,
Choctaw, Chickasaw, and Seminole, dominated Yhe
eastern half of the Tbrritoryo ‘The wiid.Indians,
(0Oséges, Cheyennes, Comanches, Kiowas, Arapehoes,
and Aéhera) dominatei{the»was£ern part of the
Territcry; "I'heré was much ra‘,idiﬁg by these wild

Indians, They would leave their reservations and

e € S
= . 3}*««_

e

spread_terror &nd fear to the frontier settlements

A
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In Kansas and Texas. Finelly, along in 1874 and
t75, the United States Soldiers dealt with them
so foroibly for about a year that they were glaa.
to quit these taéézsqolTrea?;es were made with
the Five Civilized Tribes in 1876 7ar;d Indians
were moved from Kansas reservations to the Indian
Territory. (Delawares, Shawnees, Quapaws, Senscas,
and others) and they settled in the Cherokee Nation
' and became citizens of the Territory,
.~ on Lightening Creek

. At Johnny Cske Post, where I lived, which is
now Bartlesville and Dewey, Oklahoma, settled the
Osages, Delawares, and soms Shawnees, The Qnapaws;
. Senecas, and other little tribes settled up around
the present townsof Miami, Quapaw, and Cardin, Okla-
homas, The town of Bartlesville'was named after 0ld
Jake Bartlg;. _The Delawares and Shawnee®s soon be-
'céfﬂ féeoioiled but the Osages were‘éf‘ﬁfioviﬁgy-

roaming, type “of ;ﬂdians, had no. cabins,would mot-.

work, Stgle/ana’fii?ered as long‘aslI can remember,
o \ . :

They lived in Teepees, wore their paint and feather

head gear, They would fish and hunt a while at a

1

¢
t

38
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place and then move on four or five miles and
start over hunting and fishiné again, and so’d
;n.; Tﬁéy’h%d thq-beét horses in the country,
ones that they had stolen in Kansas. They
would steal a'fina stallion. Their horses .
were”k;?t pgﬂto the'peak of standard. ﬁhen
: 'thej moved gldhg‘from place to place, fift& ,
or more in a group, they wiuld travel ;lqng ‘ \
-like ducks, one behind £he other, .fiéf‘would
’ 'hitch a horse to some sticks tied together,
sled fashion, and bull their belongings along
""in this manner, The Government did evefy%hing
they could for the dsggeé. One time thdy gave
them some fine big ﬁules and ne;;wagons;‘They
did}gpt know how to handle them, no;.did they
care to go farminge The mules,@oulgT:;f, tear
. up %he wagon, lose the harness and leave them
Kscattered all'éve: the préiiieo;and, and |

\

finally the mules went wild, and were as.hard

&

to catch as a deers Another time I remember

_ the Government gave them soms nice milk cows °
e - / . _‘Vv o~ .
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" 1% wes not long until a cow could not be found bew

e

~longing to them, for they had killed end eaten them

as long as they lasted. , In speaking of thg wild

-Indians I often use the old term, "You can't change

e

the spots on a leopard™,

THE OVERLAND CATTLE TRADE.
' Prior to my parents coming to the Territory,

¢ .
‘the cattle trade between Texas and the states as far

-
i " as driving and rang;ng them through to markékiwas
éoncerned was about q&er;, However, ithwas continugd
"some over the cld Chisholm Trail. The Cow puncﬁera
_called it "Chissum Trail”, I have heard it said in
, 1871 tpe'§ear my parents came to tﬁe Territory, that )
about 'five hundred thou’sand ‘head were dm‘re'n through
;bfer'xhg'frail to Wichite, Kansas. After'becoming .

& young man I became very much interested in the

cattle business and during my life time I have handlsd

A

2. Y

thoﬁéaﬁdétanq thousands of héadaor cattle, The Over-

-land trail "cattle trade pasged‘out on accog&: of being

unprofltable, dlong with other reasdﬁs, and catile men

from Texas, and Kansas and those here in the Territory.

LN

began to occupy the Hestern part of ;
o ‘ .
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the Tergitory with large ranéhes as well as in

~

the Cherokee S%rip outlet and in the bounds also
of the Five Civilized Tribes wﬁqre acreage was

obtainable.

»
o

._CATTLE RANCHES IN THE TERRITORY. .

* Texas catfle were cheap although back east
cattle were high, Thus, the reason for the ranches.
The -climate was ideal, and no better grass could be
-found, ‘

These ranches were stécked with half=-wild
Texas cattle, and of Mexican origin, Most of them
were gaunt, thin, and had:iong\horns. All were
different colors, white black, spotted, b?indle,
browﬁ, red, etac, . o i ’

-

Each.raggp hed its range and in many iﬁsta'ces
overiapped other ranges., There were no fences, all
oper. fange, and the cattie-ﬁould mix and mingle
naturally(and in order to know your cattle they would
have to be branded and each ranch had its own par-
ticular brand of identification. Two or three timss'
a year the ranches would have wpat fhey called a

. 3

round=upe .

141
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Cattle were identified by their brands and driven

to their home range. The celves were branded in

e

£

accordance with the brand of the mother cow, and

the calfbﬁouid belong to the ‘ranch that owned the

>

TOW, They called the calves - doggies or Mavericks.

Each ranch had its own buildings, soﬁe vwere

of logs, some logs of nat;ve lumber, and some had
ﬁalla of stone on_bripg. érick was méde by hand.
; Some were. just earthern floors, some puncheon
floors, etc. These buildingé consisted of bunk
house, where the cow hanés slepte The csbk shack, .
where they ate. Usually a few stebles or sheds,
together wifh a corral, branding corral, and stock o
chutes. The owner, Superintendent,and ﬁoremmnand

[~

_their famiiies as a rule had better houses than

¢

thoss of the cow handse

Each ranch had a.Foreman, if the owner did

*

"not live there and supervise it. Then caine the

cow hands, cook, horse wrangler, and the salt boys

<

according to the number of cattle being handled.

7> The cow punchers were all jolly good fellows,

happy, law abiding, and loved to be in the wide open
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- spaces erd 1f need be lie down,gt nigﬁfﬂéibng be-
: e o e
" gide their cow pony with the blue sky dééézd with -
‘ \tEe‘stara and the moon for their canopy. They
were brave men and hated & cowarq‘and i/thief;
Théy have all about disappeared now, i;ke yhe her@s,
" into oblivion, Its only a dream of the golden past.
How I wish I could live those days again, in the
saddle., I look back over the years and recall how
after the railroads came thfough ha;.we loaded and
unloaded the cattle to and from the range. The
railroads handled a lot of cattle to the’markeﬁf,
thus saving the long drive of the cattls on foot,
and those too, were happy days whenymaébe two or
three t;ains.of catéle would pull into ﬁuskogee,
Choteau, or Summitt,‘lﬁdién Territory, and we cow
°pl;nchers were all there waiting .to unload them
and get them to the range.” Those days it seehs,
are gone forsvers

UNASSIGNED LANDS. -

All lands had been assigned to the wild In~
. @ians out bf Kansas, Nebrasph, and as far west as

Colorado, and the Five-fivilized Tribes except that

s
M
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gprtioﬁ of the Territory of the preaentZCOuntiea of

|

Canadian, Payne, Oﬁlahoma, Logan, Kingfisher, and

Cleveland, {%u>miéh% have called this unassigned Govs

ernment land and people learned of this and "Squatters"

v P

began to pour in and it was necessary for the United

States Troops to remove them time after time. These

¢

lands were commonly referred to as the. "Oklahoma Coun=

~

- try"e There was a Captain Payne that organized-colonies

~

~and&squatted on these lands and he maintained it was
Government land and that he Lad a right to settle on
it under the Homestead Laws of the United States.
;
‘The cattlemen and the Fige Civilized Tribes opposed a
bill introduced in Congress to open these lands to
white settlers but the bill passeq and it was to be
settled in accordence with the United States Homespead
Laws, President Benjamin Harrisén'proclaimed April 22,
1889 as the exact date of_the Opepingo People came by
wagons, a-foot, horseback, and some by train, as the .
Sante Fe Railroad then ran through a portion of this
land, Pesople gathered, some moved before the date of
the opening of the‘land and lived in camps. Day after
day, peoplé continued to céme, excitement grew more

tense daily, and then finally hours, and when the United

States Soldiers signaled,
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shouts of thousands of voices went up and the race

> , -

started at noon on fpril 22, 1889, It was not

long. until these settleré had & few acres plowed

and planted to co;n &nd gardens. Tbﬁt cities grew

up and finally the tents were reylaced with 1 Tog -
" cabins and clap board houses.~

The race~---The Government had proclaimed that.

. .the first one to drive a stake on each 160 acres

e

would become it's owner and that would become his

LA

homestead and no one else could take it away from him.

~ o

This Tace possessed all that might be seen in a moving .

€ -

pictu;e\show of today. Humor, melodrama, and tragedy.
A race horse would lose to & cow pony. Wagons, cartis,
all kind; of conveyances with people racing for home,

Covered ;agons with two and four horse teams, gould be

seen, loaded down with all their earthly possessions,

including the children bouncing up end down in the .
T '

wagons and sometimes completely bouncing out as the

et o
P

horses raced om and on across the prairie. After

that race you could find cook stoves, bed steads,

145
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badding, clothing, pieces of wagons, buggies,.

oarts,. and everything imaginable,includlné
.Adé§d horsesgéoattered for miles over the prai-

ries where tfe cattle had grazed so contentedly
in the<years before, In many places prairte
fires got started and this was a tragedy for °

those that did get through were burned out
Ao ) .

completely, -~ B

Congéqss-did not provide any laws for

>

«ﬁ““rwtheae settlers and they themselves gopn—glﬁcféayw

. $heir Mayors, Council and Police but it afd

not emount %o much for there wereno statutes

R

S

to cover, but it did reduce lawlessuness, Each
little viilage started i£s~sohoola, chugchéa,‘
Something had to be done regarding law end

- .6ongress finslly pigced fhem under the same
laws as thatfag’the State of Nebraske, - The

- ‘Organic Act in 1890 divided the old Territory
into parts and all that portion west of about
the Central part of present Oklahoma was called
Oklahoms Territorys snd thet in the east.Indian

Territory.
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George W. Steel was the rirsé_c§j9ggcg‘of
Oklahoms Ter?ito:y.ﬂﬂcuthrie was the 1A£;;s£ townf
in Oklahoﬁ; Territory end this was thqfcéiito;o ‘
Governor Steel resigﬁed in about a’year and A, Jo :
P

Seay was appointed in his place. At this same

~ timé Indian Tbrritoryd%as to have a Federal Judge.

il -
CHEROKEE STRIP OPENING.
\

Negotiations were made for the QOpening of the
Cherokes outlet to white settlers, This tract ine
¢luded the present cbuntiés of Osage, Washington,
Nowats, Roéers, and possib}y some ofher county;pr

two aad-again a wild race was made, in September,

“¥1893, similar to the one of 1889 with all its

N
thrills &nd comedy. There was many conflicting claims

AN
and law suitsﬁggat grew out of this race, but finally

-

E@-all got straightened out. Personally, I never

=

participated in any of thesé‘runs°

_JHE FIVE TRIBES GOVERNMENT.

n

The tribes had their own Government. Each
tribe had its e=n sepérafe and distinect government.

Their officials consisted of a Chief, who acted as
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a éﬁverno;, Auditor, Treaéurér, and Superintendent
of the Tribal school, and the legislature - the N
ypp;f and lower-house, Thoss™officers wé;e eloot~
ed by the citizens of the Tribe. The Cherokee
Capitol was at Tahlequah, Creeck Capitol at Okmulgee,
‘Seminole at Wewoka,Chickasaw- at Tishomingo, .ﬁiie
_ the Choctaw's Capitol was located at Tuskahoma o Ali
lands of each tribve wm:)the propert;;or the tribe.
During the Dawes Commission the Indhns of each tribe
were enrolled as to citizenship including the Negro, ’
These Negro Slaves were called Freedman Qnd iﬁ 1897
or 1898 the lands of each tribe was cut up into
allotments end each Indian or Freedman got & oertain(
amount of land designated as his or her land ranging
from fifty acres in sagg localitiéa to one hundred
and sixty acres. In the Creek Nation I think all
of them:received one hundred and sixty.acres a pisce.
Having lived most of my life in the Cresk
' Nation, I was naturally more ramiliar with ‘the Creek
Laws, There was to what we call polioé or United
States Marahal; a group called “Light Horsemen",

usually in groups of ;1va inéluding a captain covere
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ing a certain district, who could make arrests and
take them before a Judge., Some time a jury would -

be called, but mostly the Judge was the Judge and

-

the Jury. There were minor offenses and fines were -
Lo , s .5} ~
assessed and could be paid, but major offenses, such

as stealiﬂﬁg(Petit or grand larceny) and offenses
Ay o ~
of similar nature, if guilty, or deemed guilty,
~ . <Q
would be sentenced to fifty lashes at the Whipping °

”~

Post, Second offense one hundred lashes, and the
third offense callgd‘for the convicted to bqﬁshot.
All mn?derers wers sﬁot if found guilgyo The Light "
" Horseman's duties included that of doing the whipping
The ?rosecuting Attorney was & Creek Indisn named |
Saul Anderso&. The Juige was named Reed., The place
iﬁ lhioh‘ they were tried was at Lee = now = no more, |
The Court House was & éne room log cabin, The
Whipping Post was a black gum fwee which stood in the
yard with the Court House., Lee was about three miles
g?uxh ég\the present town of Boyntog, Oklahoma."At.
Lé) was also a trading post and a hotelo, Dr. Barnett

. -
also operated a stage stand at Lee and cared for the
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Btage drivers and their horses, _The Mail was transe
ferféd at fhia,point to other stage lines go;né‘on
to Okmulges, or to w.aihkag and Muskogee, Indien

Territory. I cannot recall any of the stage driversg

pames at this time.

~INDIAN MEDICINES

The Indians had their Doctors and Medicine Men,

.
iy -~ ®
f v ‘}Q
R - SO
20 . =
; .

but many of them héd no Doctors and relied principally

on‘thamaelvas for their own medical attention and
naturally when an epidemic like smell pox.or cholera
btruck they would die by the kundreds. .
-These Medicine Men used all kinds or roots and
herbg and knew more concootione than Medical Scien;b
'knoés todayo They had a remedy for everything and
a cure for nothingo The Indisns had great faith 1n

heir Medicine Men. Somes of these medicines were

. made from button snake root, butterfly roots, polk

roots, sassafras bark, and other barks stewed down.

$
Cabbage legves after cabbage was raised was used for

"f\'!

all swoljen parta and cases or ster Joints or rheu~

metic palns,
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"A toll bridge was across the North Elk Creek’

on the Texas Road and was operated by Tim ﬁ@lnﬁgfbgéiL-%'
and on th; South Elk Creek there was one gwned,and
-;oéerated by a Mrs. Drews
The Mo 0o & Go Bailroad‘bridge across the Vere -.
digris River'after tﬁe railroad was built was a toll
bridge and was operated by the M. 0.&% G. Reilrcad,
' The Frisco Ra&lroa&jgiidge East of Muskogee,
) bklahoma across the Arkansag River was a toll bridge
and was operated by the Frisco Railroed in 1904 until .
1918, .o

FORDS' AND FERRIES,

I can't recall any fords by individuél names.,

We just forded the credks and rivers with our cattle
ésé}y to swim the

—

most any place. If'it_pecams nece

cattle and, our horses it made little difference to

-

us, Y do remsmber samething about & Rock Ford across
North Canadisn River, on the Texas Road. We used to
ford the South Cagadian now at Whitefield, Oklehoma,

Theﬁﬂgyins Ferry was across the Arkansas River,
1«6\.\:" .

o

- -

The East )\a‘nd_ing was at the:mouth of the Grand River
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the West lending wes at the nresent Muskogee

Pump Sfation north of Hyde Park and was run by liose

-

and Julia ﬁevins. ‘This ferry/nns on the main artery

' nf travel from,all ooints north, south, and west to

& A

Famt Gibson, Indian Territu:y and Tahlequah the

- ks

Cher okee Capi?ol./ ’ , i

¢ The Perryman ferry was due nortnxéf the pres-

/'/

ent town of Taft Q;%ghﬁma, across the Arkansas
riVer and //9,6/ ed and Operated by Hecter Perryman

Eh//Brown Ferry was_a¢ross the arkans River

s

. nporth and east .df n Mountai:/if/ghe/apaulding

' . Bridge on the highway from.Mus ogee, t0 Porter, Okla-
Ve o ° . - ‘

‘homa and was owned and operated by Simoa 3rowm.

"

The Texas Ferry was across the,Arkansaé River

”

north of MUSkogee Indian Territory at the present
-4

Me n..& T. Bridge and was enned and operated by ,
a full blood Cherokee Indian by the name of Red Bird
"Huﬁé.v
' The Choski or Gentry Ferry was across the Arkan~
sas river one mile naan of the‘present town‘nf Haskell

Cklshoma, It was owned by Scott Gentry and was op=-.

arated by Steve Lowery. ) - -
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The Googy Sooky Ferry was across the Arkansas

river near the mouth of Cedar Creek which is south

*

of the present town of Coweta, Oklahoma, &rd was

owned and operated by a Creek Indien named Googy

Sookye. -

Leacghes Fefry“was across the Arkansas River
near the present town of Stone Bluff, Oklahoms, and

- -

was owned and operated by & Mr, Leacher, & Jreek In-

*

diane. .

The Lynch Ferry %as acr&ss the Arkansas flve{ N
at the present highway bridge just narth of the town
of Webber Falls, Oklahoma, This ferry was coétrolled,
owned and opsrated by Joe Ljnch ahd Doo Campbeii,
white men, JoOe Lynch owned the land qn the horth side
of the river and Doc Campbell owned the “land on the
South side of the river. This-ferry'was an original
pole ferry, than a‘géble ferry aml later a steam
ferry. Doo Ceampbell was all that his name implies for
he was &n original saddle bag Doctor.

The Fé;emanf Ferry across the Illinois river was
located a shart way up stream from the rings/mouth,

s

and on the main stage route to Fort Smith, Arkenmsas,

It was owned and operated by Bullet Foreman,

2%
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. The Vann Ferry. was across the North Canadian " -
"= river about seven miles east of Webbers Falls, Indiaﬁ
- Térr;£ory and about the same distance up stream from
ité/moutq and was owned and operated by Bob Vann, a
’ 6herokee Inddan, o o
The Rip OtLowe Fer;y was across the South.Canadian
four miles south of the‘present town of Texena, Oklahama
> and was owned by Rip b'Lowe, & white man.
The Crossland Ferry.yﬁs across the Verdigris river

at about the present looation of the M. K. & T. bridge

north of Muskogee, Oklahome, and was owned and operated

@

by‘Pill Crcsslqﬁhx\? white man, , \\<>,

- The Meyes Ferry was about twelve miles sast of

the present town of Pryor, Oklahome,across Grand river .
AR

Near the Mayes Ferry was locafed the o0ld salt w;rké.
A ‘few years ago remnantstof the old salt‘wafkseocﬁld'
be seen. ; ,

The MoCracken Férry was abéut six miles east of
the present town of Choteau, Okléhuma., across -Grand
River and was run by a Cherokee Indian named Cook

14

MeCracken, ~

1 ' 1

J

4
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Q.

TRADING POSTS.

Lee Post was nozl'th of the present town -a'f
Baynton, Oklahoma, about three mileé)on Cane Creek,
It oonsisted of a store, an Inn, Court House, Post
0%fice, Stage Stand, and whipping Post.’ The Court
House was & ﬁlaoe the Creek Indians held Court'and
was 8 one room log house.. The hgtel was run by
Judge Lee, a negro who was-also Judge at the Court.:
The Stage Stand was operated by a Dr. Barnett. The

Whipping Post was a black gum tree near the log cabin
“. ' » ] "

Pl

.Court House. ,The Whipping Post was a black gum tree

near the log cabin Court House. This post no longer

s

existse

Sawokle Post was about 1 mile south and one mile
west of the present town of Haskell, Oklahoma and con~

sisted of one building, a freme structures They sold

general merchandise and had a post officefﬁh the same

building, The Midland Valley Railroad came’ through

s

this section in 1904 and the towr of Hasksll sprang up

and Sawokla passed out, and the Post Office moved to

‘Haskell, E, B, Harris now in the mercantile business

at Haskell,‘OKﬂahoﬁa,at one, time owned and operated

”~

the Sawokla Post and was also the Postmaster.

-l

-
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Sem Brown Post was near Wealaxa or the
present town of Leonard, Oklahome. There was
only a stare and stage stand at this ldcation.

Pete Stidemren Post was on Pegan “reek

™,

South of the present town of Taft, Oklahoma,
on the old .ilitary Road to Oxmulgee, Indign Terri-

tory. This rost consisted of a store including B

the Post Office, I remember one time some
Post Master

Post Office Inspectqré ohecked up on 0ld Sam

and found him five or tqn cents short.and Sam

told tﬂem he would not pay it &nd far them to
take the_Pcat Office and get oute I don't know
the results but 1 do know Sam left. It no
longer exists. ) -

Tﬁe Joﬁnny Cake Post was on Lightning. |
Gréek, near the present town of Dewey, (Oklahoma.
Johﬁhy nake Was\a full blood belaware Indian and

?

ran a store and-finally a grist mill, thré , ~

wes no Post Cffice.and we had to go to ~aney,

Kansas, for our mail. ‘his post no longer

exi sts, ’ .. i :
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The Jake Bartles Post was‘}ﬁst Zast of .
the prese&t town of 3artlesville, Oklahoma,
which was nemed after old Jake, It, of course,
passed out years ago,

.The ~“hoski Post.was originally about seven
miles east of Haskell, Uklahoma an& was rur by
Chief ~hoski, @ oreek Ifdian. I never saw the

oM original rest but the new “hoski Post was
about one and one half miles east of Haskell,
Oklahome, and was owned by Je =. Turner end John,
Mounds, The old hotel building,aow a:.famm house,
is ell tfu;t remains there. )
Slarksville, 4 Post or inland village, was
‘four ar five miles in a sou thwest directiqnfrom\
the present tom of Portdr, Okleshama, .This was
-a tlriving little village fifty years azo and
I stopped often there at the hotel. &iﬁey had
_ stores, hotel, blacksmith éhops, and all it takes

to make & thriving little villages, This village

was about the present docation of the Mose Perry-

man .pldntation before the "“ivil var, With the,

building of the M. K. % T. Railroad through that

|

AV
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section of the country the town of Parter,-
\Oklahoma, sprang upe +his town wus nemed -

after the “reek "hief Pleas Porter. - The, -
. -~ X
Clarksville populace moved to Porter , thus

,

leaving Clarksville a ghost town. It is®-
however, a little llegro Settlement and many
Negro femilies live there amd viork on  the

\ .
gurrounding fearms, and they still refer to
oo ‘ . A‘j&* P Qi_

the village as ~larksville.,

< -

RANCHES on

-~ "
-

! ‘. D
I, at one time, knew most every ramch, .

Superintendent, foreman, and many ofithey as
. ~ ™ &
to full particulars, from gansgs 10.T8xas, It

-~

has been so long ago, that I may have forgotien

LS

some of them, but I will do my best. The ranches

were known by their bfands; and instances when
they were'nogggirw;llcso tell y;u as:I go alodé.

The J. B. Ranch was five miles gast of A,
the town of Bartlesville, Oklahoma, and was’

owned by Jake 3ert-istt. ,

The Fo S. Ranch was four miles 'south and

six miles west of the predent towm of Haskell,

Oklahoma, 24 Hart was Foremans In 1905 Ed .

r - . . /

»
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Hart married a daughter of Bluford Miller who was also a
ranch men, The F, S. Ranch handled froﬁ fifgaen_to twenty
thousand head of qatgle ye&arly and about three'hundred
horses. | .

The I, X Ranch, 11 mil?es west of Haskell, Oklehoma,
and west of the Coﬁcharty Mountains, wasﬂowned by Bluford

\ ,

Miller, He handled eight thousand head yearly and five
hundred horses.

The Lazy "S"™ was on_ Cloud Creek and wés owned by
Ho Bs Spaulding. The Foreman was Jim Garrett, at one
time; and Al Todd and myself., Some of the cow hands were:
Billy Frenklin, (a Shawnee Indian) Green McCloekey, Bud
Hall, Sam ded, Pleas Townsand, Jim Miller,’ "The Brongo
Buster”. This rqnch handled from 15 to 20 thousand head

of cattle yearly. 'Wﬁile our brand was. the Lazy "S".

One .year we had cattle with seventy three different

braands due to the pranding they had received in Téggfl_:} i

made a book of these brands and gave each cow puncher one
so he could ‘legrn and know our cattle, Mr, Spaulding,
ower of the ranch, built & ten room, two story house made

of lumber which was hauled by oxen from Kensas, -

. /Tha Big‘"G" ﬁhnch, west of Cheootéh, Oklahoma, was

~owned by Bill Gentry;\ It was only a small ranch, and hendled

o
about dne thousand head yearly., °.

0
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The W. L. Ranch was Northwest of Checotah, Okla=
homa, .and was,omed by Bill Lipscomb. This was a |
small ranch and handled about one thousand head ye&ély.

" The, Co A, Bar Rench was on Elk Creek near Oktaha,
Oklehoma, and was owned by Do G;‘ﬁuédletono This was

a small ranc¢h and handled about one thousand head yearly,

160

Ed Hhalsell Ranch was up nesar Clareﬁore, Indian Terr-

itory; on Bird Creek, and handled ten or fifteen thousand
head yearlyo .
, The‘Halr Moon Ranch‘was'hine miles southeast of
Okmulgee, Indian Territory, and handled two or three
thousand head yearly., The Foremen was Frank Selfridge.
It was ownéd by Judge N. B, Moore who was at that time
The Circle B Ranch w;s south of Chimney Mountain
near the preéggt-town of Summitt, leagama,*énd was
owned by G. H. Mﬂddléton and handled fwo or three
" thousend head yearly. | ’
The N, B, Ranch waé located on Georgia Fork,
Southeast of Keefeton, Oklahoma, and was owned by Nip

Blacksto?e. “They handled five or six thousand head year=

. ]_y.
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The Heart Cross? Ranch was near the pr;se}xt 'b.i"nn
of Inola, Kansas an‘z vas omned by Clarence Turner,
The Foreman w#s Blue Star;. :l‘hey handled from ten to
fifteen thausand head yearly.

’ The Three Bar Ranch on Pecan Creek near wha't
is now the present tow of Chase, Oxlahoma was owned
by C. W. Turner. The Foreman was Tom Carey. They -
handled between ten and fifteen thousand yearly.
The Q. X. I;anoh about eight miles south of the
" present town of Muskogee, Oklshama,at Chimney Moun-
tain was owned by Lewis Jobe. This wasﬂonly a small
| ranch and handled about eight hundred head yearlye.
"The Spike "S" Rench was located on Cedar Creek .-
. neer ths.present torn of Coweta,, Oklahoma ané handled
~about five thousand head yearly. -
Winfield Scott Was omeF of the;ranch nor th
df Wagoner on Flat Rock Creek,, and they handled
about’ five thousand\head, yéarly. \ E
Gl'/em Ha&den wﬁs owﬁer of‘the ranch near the‘

P

_present town of Choteau, Oklahoma ‘and handled about

-

five thousand head yearly.

”~

John Hayden and We A, Graham were owners of a

ranch north of the present tomm of Pryor, -Oklahama



SPENCER, JAMNES T. INTERVIEW

32

r

,and they handleg about, eight thougand head yearly.
Jim'Hall Ranch was about four miles east of

Ada
the present town af A&tar— Oklahoma, and north of-

the present town of Vinita,“oklahoma on Flat Rook

e e T

Cregk and they handled about six or eight thousand
head yearly. B
The W. F. Pattén Ranch was on Flat Roock Creek
north of Vinita, Indian Territory and about ten
mi les up the Creek from Jim Hall's Ranch and they
- handled five ar six thousand head yearly. ﬁ. F.
.Pefton is the Fatherinlaw of the old Doctor F. B.
Fite who now resides at Muskogeg, Oklahoma,
The Double Hill Ranch was owned by myself, and
. .

it was loocated near the Concharty Mountains west of

the*present town of Haskell, Oklahoma, We handled

!

ten and fifteen thousand head of cattle yearly.

my ranch was a log cabin and maiitwas left there b

the oarrier wha brought it horse back on his way to

Indian s
Yealaka ,Mission Territcry.

-, %

._ROADS AND TRAILS,
The ChisholmTrail was from Eansas to Texas

and I-used to intersect this trail at Gleveland,

-
l N

162
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Indian Territco:y, end rode 'i*& eaoh way from this /

‘ /
- e - i

.point. A 1/
B . ‘ / 5%
The Texas Road left Nevins Ferry and f/ have e
e/ -
‘told you the locati on of the ’\Ievivns Ferry)/ and 11;

. ran southwesQ, for ebout $wo mi les, themae south '%:_M;}
W - «» B .

agross NOrth Elk Creek,’ oontinuing acros/s South

‘Elk Creek, North Canadian Rivar, South',Canadian

. e 2f . /
- River, and on<toward the present town/ of Krebs,

~ =

Oklahoma, ' ]

The 01d Iv.i'li‘cary Road left wésv out of the

2
¢ —~— A

Nevins Ferry and passed on to the/ south side of

~~

Fern llountain and thence southw,a/st t0 the pres- °

. . ) /. . ‘ .
- ent ‘town of Olmulgee, Oklahoma, I believe they -

used to call tkis the Arbugkle Roed.

= . The Stage Line Road from Nuskdgge, Indian

Territary, to Okmulgee Indian Territory, ran -west

RIS U [ERPUSI . - - - -

. out of the present town of Muskogee on Okmulgee

4
*

street, to the Peoan Mssion, located seven miles

-a';

West of muskogee on Decan oreek, and thence, 7
TR RS s ﬁﬁéﬁrﬁﬁa “f*r’éé‘x‘t’ ”grwwrﬁ@rmnes, S
'thence wegt to Lee Post which was abput three miles

south,of the present téwn, & Boynton,. OkIahoma,

N . -
~ ——
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end cgontinuing gzest' to Okmylgees
Ve had cattle trails ev'ery' place and I.could
/J

not tell you in a week about all of them but they

are of no importance, I suppose at this time.

PAYMENTS AND ANNUITIES.

I knew tle Indians received payments of same

R

kinds all along but I paid little attention tor them,

They were always looking for payments from the GOve

-
°

ernment from the time I got here p.ntil yete. |

I know that there was a i)aymgnt made along in
about 1680 but I have 'f'oééot‘ten what they called if.
All alOng the Government gave them little payments, . °
ranging from fourteen t0 twenty dollars which they
*oalled "Bread Payments" o, The Strip Payment was

made, T, b@lieve in 1894, an‘d each one received some-

2,

thlng like two hundrea’%j,xty ﬁ""“d’dve llers. THe

Freedman Payment was 1in 1897 and I believe each
£ . .

",‘ . ? . L et . - . .
received & hundred and, thirty three dollans and *
' .oow .
seve ty five cents, These paymenis .were made at
VW wwwwﬁ‘wrw)vr%mr&gg?@ .
T lequah, Vinita, Fort Gibson, Webbers Falls, and

. Okmulges, Indien Territary.

N

\
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SALT WORKS AND SALT LICKS ‘

b . .
There used t0 be an -01d salt warks on the-

e Grand River near Mayes Ferry twelve mi}eg east
of the present fom of Pryor, Oklahoméabg¥;;; '
the railroads were built through the Territory,
but I personally knew little.of "them, “After the'
railroe;ds - the salt was"nauled’in by trainfin ear
loads lots to Summitt, Musk&gee, Wagoner,"Chqteau;
Pryor, and Vinita, Indian Territary. Th; salt was

-. unloaded and hauled to the various ranches by

wagon and upon its arrival at the ranch the barnelé

of salt were sawed half in two and then hauled to

K

éifferent'points on the ranch’ and plaﬁteq.and these

would -serve as cattle teks, - . o

165

0 ). ‘
—— e < Z&7 OUTLAWS.
R T -

-~

have some of them camped on the ranches where I was<

r-p-_,

working. Thq Dalfﬁn Boys at one time were working .

n»f

~

. hands *and naturaily I knew them well, Cherokee Bill

‘I kn§§ quite well, also, Israel Car, Buck Gang,

I well knew a number of outldws'and'many~timés'

Oh & Fanch and wef%”fbspeot&bte as agy other of the



SPENOER, MAMES Te INTEHVIEN ~

o

Freeman Kelley, and Verdigris'%id

UNITED STATES MARSHALS AND LIGHT HORSEMEM.

[

i

I knew guite a few of the United.States
Marshal's, .Bev Reeves, Heck Thdmas, John &‘;est,
7111 Adair, Bud Ledbetter, John Tilgman, and at
oi‘- tim some of the Dalton Brothers were Lar- o7
shal.s before they became outlaws.

. . The Light Horsemen was a C:%‘eexc Police Or-

ganization.- In *t;he ’treek Nation ,’were three Light
\ R T ool

* Horse Diatriots.. These  Light Harsemen traveled
sometimes in squads Of five with onme being the

t
-~

Captaiqfhnd"’sorﬁetinas they would t\\ravel' separately,

‘ . ’ | .
I remember some of these Police as ‘\\E_eil}g Connie .
) S . ) L. . ’ \' ‘ 8
- Murphy, Jim Kernel, Mack Reed, vellington “allace,

»

1 v

: John West, and others, ‘ o

.

. OLD SGHOOLS' AND MISSIONS.

~ The Pecan Creek Mission was located &bout

seven. miles west of the present town of h.uskogee,

——

Oklahoma, on l?ecap Creek and served prinoipally .

S

_the Negroes, Tie SupeTintenient of thig Mission
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was named Buzz Hawkins.
.*_ .- The Tallahassie Mission,was located gt the
p¥eﬁ§n§§town of - Tallahassie, 0k1ahoma and was in
charge §f’M1ss A1ice Robertson.
" The Wealaka Mission was located néér %he -
-present town of Leonard, Okiéhoma. ‘
The Cher okee Asylum was iOcateq 1n.ﬁhe Spavi; ‘
ﬁa& Eflls, near the present town of Salina, Oklahoma.
The Creek Orphanage was located just outside
of the Northeast city limits of the present town of “<‘ ?.
Okmulgee, Oklahcma. o
The Creek School wes loceted at the present =
town of Cowe;a; Oklahama, | \

The .Bacone Misslon was located northeast of

the present olty af NmSkogee, Oklahoma and is now

’ .
——pown—as—the—Basone—Indian School
S 3agone—Indian-School v

.The Boys Seminary was located about 1% mile

v .

“

south of the present town of Tahlequah "Oklahoma.
. This'school burned dowd ‘in 1910, -
The Féﬁéle‘Saminary now known as the North-
Eastern Teachers College was, and is still, located.
at’fﬁe north end af main street in Tahlequah 0k1a~

hama. |

e - ~
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The Park Hill Mission was located about =

-

twelve miles southwest of the present tom of Tah-
lequwh, Oklahoma. I believe the village of Park ) ‘

Hill still exists.

k-

-

RAILROADS,

The following raiiroads were built through
the ;Térritory as I am giving you by names and dates.

Sente Fe in 1886, M, K. & ¥, in 1872; Missouri Pacifia,

in 1867, K, C. S. in 1894, Midlend - Valley in 1904,

.
— - . o

K. 0. & G.%n 190'7, and C. O. &, G. now Rmk Island

which passed through McAlester, Oklahoma in 1892,

N CGMMENTS.
. MR. Spenger spent his early-days as -a "ow hand

and Spexit man:,;, ar long day &and niéht, if ne&i be{f,fiﬁ

~ the saddle. He pushed the 1little dogeies along, rode”

the herd, made the .round-ups, did the branding, and
loved to ride and rope and bust brongos® when time did
nofinterfer‘e with hié other d\itiesq . Yhen he and his

¢OwW pony were alone out on the mde Open range the

}

. ‘oattle grazing contentedly on ‘the pra'iries of tall

'a.eape grass and blue stem grass, he dreamed of the day "

~n

" when' he could own herds of cattle or his own and he

L. R i T
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strived to that emd. Being thrifty, reared .with °

¥

oattle as: he,me§, he learned the business from ' .

avery angle and his dreams oame true, because

=@%$%r in the Cdncharty Mountains weet Qr his pres- T

o

ent home at Haskell 0klahom4,,he acguired the_

Double Hill Ranch and bendled thousands of head -,
N -

of cattle yearly. He_became acqu&inted with

another in his 1line of work’aﬁd a man whom every

)

S~
.

indirectly, Mre Alqudd, and he with Mr. Todd,
‘formed a pertnership and eought the Lazy ngw

, 'R’aneh on.Cloud Cresk fram He B Spaulding whi ch

partnership lasted for twenty years and all their

-

' business transéctions were mutual and agreeable
‘Y ‘

h and “they are. today life long friends. Mr. TOdd

- ¥hile Mr. Speﬁoernis'sg years of age, he is
seemingly hale and hearty and to talk to-him one |
would think him to be a mmoh younger man, for his
life spent in the open, apperentlycﬁms his oalling.
He' speaks of the days of the 1900's as of only a
;géﬁ years ago, ) ‘ \ . ‘ . -

L3

I3
~ “
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He has retired to a certain degree and feels
_that he has lived for himself and his family
and he has made them a loving father and a

devoted husband. . He is loved and cherished.

by all. of his friends and assoclates both w0 idh
. . . S |
‘0ld and new, and has helped to make this the Rt 3}?@‘
i : ) 'Lf," AN
grand state of Oklahoma with its churches, E -
! T ) ”’f‘( ;}&" 3
schools, and institutions of highsér learning ‘
[ ” oo ‘“‘\
LN I v \
" that it is today, and we pay tribute to him: ™' o8
. ® .t '\‘ X
N X 2 Bl e
: ! .- - i ah oy
at this time for all that he has done for us. <
N (, ';X‘ ‘C-
. . ‘.‘/"‘.ii’x "T
N N . . s ~" 44
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