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August 10, 1937. ‘ " /
Interview with Robert Les Smith
Geary, -Oklshoma. j
' T a e
: ‘ L i
In 1893, about Thanksgiving, I started from the
point where~caary now stands to El Reno with a load of
posts. I received $3.00 for' the whole load and I was /
getting my groceriss and fixing to make the return trip
to my home, when a man came up‘and‘wantaiﬂno to take
load of fruit trees, barbed wire, meat and groceries to
.\\Arapaho.

I loaded my wegon with the freight and started from

Mo

El Reno, at noon dnd arr}vgd at my dugout three milﬁ west

‘of where Geary now stends, in the night. I unhitohed: my

horses and gave them some feed and stayed the rest of the

night leaving at nine the next morning for Arapaho. I

e

forded the Sou;ZVCanadian River about noon and ¢ ped on
Desr Qreek, Ihere Hydro "DOW atands, that night.
A terrible blizzard ceme up that night and’ [the woath-
er was avrul qolq. A fellow on horseback shared my camp
site for the night and I wgs sleeping on the ground And

‘was 80 olose to the five trying 0 kesp warm that my bed-
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ding caught on fire., 1 hal some straw under my,coverk

. i // )
- 80 grabbgd. the bedding off- and fut it au?r’ o

£rozen 'hon/I reached there,

afternoon./ I unloaded my Lwéd,,ted the team :-d,até my

lunch at more hay and

: /
" deep in/places. I hiﬁ/only driven ten miles befors.I had -

""%o damp. I saw a dugout and went to ask.if I might stay
en I knocked e man said, "Come in;. When I otopéod
sw he was very sick and cold, so I built uﬁla-iaré§~"
and cooko; him some beof to eat; he had not eaten for -
several days bec;uso he was not able to cook. I them took
care of my horses and his yoké of oxen. *
I left the next morning after seeing that the man
would be all right; and drove home, arriving about sundown.
was on the road tour'dayl and part of four nights, ﬁoard~

ed myself and received $6.00 for the trip.
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